* 


MERITON I. 4 T. RO ON. 


: 


"Deſcribed ia te LIFE of 


. F - id c L _ 
1 7 6 F "- 
„ * - wy * 
0 x 13 e * 
- * - — 


A 


— 


bs 


A WITTY EXTRAVAGANT. 


In Two P A R 8. 


Comprehen qing the moſt eminent Cheats practiſed by 
both Sexes, in all Characters, Gn Frofeſi ions, 


Trades and Myſteries. ö l 


5 
4 — 
* > 
- 
\ K — 
F = 
* - " 0 
5 
— 4 1 - 
n * — _— — — — mmm... 


Read, bra domi t Practice ; for the A uthor finds, 
27 bes who live Honeſt, have myf gre et minds, 


* * 
py * p 
* £ OY — : * 
> . - 4 
* . * : . 
* + » * 
Gs E. 5 8 
n 7 0 

8 N 4 # A 

2 * 4 ; = og S A * o 

I i 2 - 1 ; A g . 2 5 
* * — - 

89 2 a 0 | : 5 

- . _ 
. * - A &7 . 
N | | | — | 
| * 4 
: "Sg 
* ” 
0 . i N + <3 
70 - " 4 * 4 K 
0 4 % . N . 
- 
P . ” = — * 4 
4 
R ” A N 4 i 

* * N P . "© 

. - EL "i 

» 
; 1 


4 
* - p en 
— | 

3 2 4 * ” 

a 5 ; 4 

0 6 — -_ 2 
P 4 4 
5 5 7 8 * : 2 
a ü b F * : * 
- 6 : ” Y 
8 4. < —_ „* PR n „„ —— by *— ts. —— 
— * * Sa 6 s af . 
* - 


M4 N Cf + a E 5 T E 7 


* 


| Fiimet by J 0 HN RA D 10 RD, Manuarmorazsr) MARE, * 


Ss 


. 
* 
% 
= 
* „ 
** 
- 
2 * 
1 * 
* ® 
% 
2 
* 
- 
* 
LM 4 
3 0 
5 
2 S 
- 
: 
* 
Ry 
w — 
„ . 
* 
OY * 
E 
8 
"x Es 
Y * * oy 
= — 
- 
i 4 15 
35 
© "4 2 
J 
* 
* 
2 * 
© I 
* 
* 
4 - 
* 
. I 
= Bo 
* * 
J = X * 
« 
* 
3 
- 
* 
2 
— 
Hh 4 
7 
» . 
— 
8 
+ 
«> 
— 
AS 
i * 
: a 
Ie 
— 2 
2 * * 
Ape > \ 
cv" EN 


"IIS _ 4 SY 83 8 
* n #> DP 
g S et AR 
f S * * * 2 
* 4 
* - 
4 & K 
ry ” 
* — — 
b % 1 $ = 
N £ 
£ 4 : 
* 2 
| - 
- 
* 


_— — K Te—T oc 2 
3 ct. W . 
— + rn > mn ot — 


— 


EI 
* ? 2 * 0 1 * 


* 
2 
8 
* 
* 
. 
- 
* 8 4 
x Sy 
: - 
* 
— 3 7 
- 
7 
- 
- 
=_ - 
* = * 
* 
o 
* 
P 
2 _— 
* - 
” 
. 
-—— 
- * . 
. 
” 
* < 
_ 
” 
v 
* 
— 1 * 
1 . = 
= . 
_— 
- 
» 
- 
26 
| * 
2 * 
$ : 
* 
* > 
+> IS - 
8 
A : o 
— * 
* p 4 — s 
Ev R 
— 4 - 
_ 
- * 
5 1 : * 
5 * - 
9 
* 7 * 
& 
* 4 * 
ee | > F * 
8 by 4 4 
* * 
* = 
ad - - - 8 
* * 
* — * 
> of. "ITY * ＋ 6 
w A 
„ . 


1 7 2 * . ; 

„ TT. - 
% 

1 . $f [of 

r 


* * „ * 
. ' 1 * «> ? 
| PEA 2 7 5 ; 
— . A 4 4 
: - 


+» 


. 


* f b e 4 5 a 5 . 
* . — == "a ' 
[A 1 4 - - 9 + ö * 


* 


— 
. 
"3s. 
* 
” 
* 
* 
* 


* 
- KY 

* 

28 

44 
1 
he — 

r 


wy 


The Original ENGLISH ROGUE, 
Deſcribed in the 31 FE of 55 


A WITTY EXTRAVAGANT, | 
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W, bat his Parents were. The place of his own Nativity. His © 
miraculous eſcape from the hands of Iriſh Rebels. His Bro- 
ther being at that very time murderes by the hands 'o thoſe © 
hue Butchers. : 
FTER a king and rick rnquifition aller 
my fathers pedigree, I could not find any of 
his anceſtors bearing a Coat: furely length 
of time had when it out. But if the gentle 
craft will any ways ennoble his family, 1 
believe I could deduce ſeveral of his name, profeffors 
of that laſting art, even from Criſpin. - My fathers fa- 


ther had by his continual labour in huſbandry, arrived.to 1 
the height of a farmer, then the head of his kindred: 
ſtanding upon one of his own mole-hills,. — 1 


ſwelled him, that he ſwore by his plow.ſfhare, that his. 


| eldeſt fon (my * ſhould be a Schollard, and ſhould 


- A | learn: | 
x 4 0 8 So © 


7 
o 


hand, nay, and if occaſion ſhould ſerve, write a bill or 
—_— On - -, 
It was never known that any of the family could diſtin- 
© guiſh one letter from another, neither could they ſpeak 
"above the reach of their horſes underſtandings. Talk to 
them in any other diale& but that of a bag-pudding of a 
peck or a piece of beef (in which their teeth _ ſtep 


wet ſhod) and 2 man were as good to have diſcourſed : 


acuten 


With them in Arabick. But let me not abuſe them; for 
© ſome underſtood ſomething elſe that is to ſay, the art of 
_ "whiſtling, driving their team, and to ſhoe themſelves as 
Well as their horſes; how to lean methodically upon a ſtaff, 

and through the holes of their hat, tell what is the clock 

8 I, 2 
I The ſymmetrical proportion, ſweetneſs of feature, and 

4 2 of my fathers wit, were ſuch (though extracted 
cout of this Jump of red and white marle) that he was be- 
lovꝰd of all. As the lovelineſs of his perſon gained always 


nan intereſt in female hearts; ſo the quickneſs of apprehen- 


ſion and invention, and the acquired quaintneſs of his ex- 


preſſions; procured him the friendſhip of ſuch as converſ- 
ed with him. A gentleman at length taking notice of more 


£1 i than ordinary natural parts in him, at his proper charge 


ſent him to ſchool contrary to the deſire of his father, who 
was able enough to maintain him at ſchool; and to ſay the 
truth, this gentleman offered not my father his patronage | 
upon any charitable account, but that he might hereafter 
5 gory in the being the chief inſtrument of bringing up 
uch a fair promiting wit, which he queſtioned not with 
good cultivation would bring forth ſuch lovely fruit as 
_ -would anſwer coſt, and fully ſatisfy his expectation. Be- 
ing admited into the Grammar: ſchool, by the ſtrength of 
_ is memory, to his maſters great amazement, in a very 
ſhort time he had Lillics Rules by heart, out-ſtripping ma- 
ay that for years had been entered before him: his maſter 
perceiving what a ſtupendious proficiency he had made, 
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> waswery glad that this fair opportunity: offered itſelf, that 


he might be idle, and in order thereunto wauld frequently | 
appoint my father to be his Uther or Deputy, when he in- 
- tended to turn Baccanalian, to drink, hunt, or whore, to 
> which vices he was over - much adicted. My father having 
now conquered in a manner the difficulties of that ſchools 
« learning, began now to lay aſide his book, and follow the 
ſteps of his vicious had maſter, the examples of a ſu- 
- perior proving often times guides to inferior actions. 
:-- Beſides this ſpringing age (wherein the blood is hot and 
:- fervent) ſpur'd him on, and the natural diſpoſition of his 


mind, gave him wings to fly whither his unbounded 
_ centious, ſelf-pleaſing will would direct. His youth intro- 


-- ducing him into all ſorts of vanity, and his conſtitutiqn of 


body, was the mother of all his unlawful pleaſures. His 


wtemperament gave ſenſe preheminence above reaſon. Thus 


ty 


; 2 ſee (experience can more fully demonſtrate} how the 


-- heat of youth gives fewel to the fire of voluptuaus enjoy- 


* 


ments; but without a ſupply of what may purchaſe thoſe 
_ delights, invention mult be tenter-hooked ; which ever 


proves dangerous, moſt commonly fatal. My grand-fa- 


ther too indulgent to his ſon, ſupplyed him continually 


: with money, «hich he did the more freely, fince he was 
- exempted from ſuch charges which neceſſity required for 
my fathers maintenance, he having now more than a bare 


.-. competency; he not only conſents to the commiſſion of 


evil, but tempts others to perpetrate the like. And now 


following his own natural proneneſs to jrregular liberty, 
diurnally ſuggeſts matter of innovation, not only to his 
- |, OWN, but others reaſons. No ſooner relinquiſhing his bed, 
but relinquiſhing his Creator, no ſooner riſiag, than riſing 
- againſt his God. In ſhort, I know not whether he prevail- 


7 beſt nature is quickly depraved, as the pureſt an eee 
ſiooneſt, and moſt noiſom when corrupted. Let n 


ſtudy ſo much, but that he capacitated himſeif for the 


65 . 


dd more on others, or others on him, for he was facile, the 


* 


rupts 
Swith- 


ſtanding theſe blooming debaucheries, he neglected not his 
Univerkity, 


* 


(6) 
Univerſity „and by ba Was Gut thither byh his 
Patron. He 2pplyed himſelf cloſe to his book for a While, 
till he had adopted himſelf a companion to the molt abſolute 
critic that could be ſelected out of any of the Colleges: in 
the aſſured confidence of his own parts, he ventured 
among them, and left ſuch remarks of his cunning wit in 
all companies he came into, that the gallants and moſt no- 
table wits of Oxford coveted ſo much his company, that- 
he had not time to apply himſelf to his ſtudy, but giving 


Way to their ſolicitations, being prompted thereunto by 


his own powerful inclinations, plunged himſelf over head 
and cars in all manner of ſenſuality. For his lewd carri- 
age, inimitably wicked practiſes, and deteſtable behaviour, 
he was at laſt expelled the College. 112 

Now he was forced to return to his father, who with 
much j Joy received him, but would not tell him the true- 
cauſe of his coming down; but to palliate his villanies, in- 
formed his father that he had learned as much as he could 
be inſtructed in, and now and then would ſprinkle his di- 


_ courſe with a Greek or Latin Sentence; when talking with 


the poor ignorant old man, who took Wonderful delight 
in the meer found thereof. When my father ſpoke at any 
time, they were all as ſilent as midnight, and then would 
my grand-father with, rzuch admiration beckon to the 
ſtanders by, to give their greateſt attention, to what the 
Speaker as little underſtood as his Auditors, not caring. - 
what nonſence he uttered, if wrapt up in untelligible hard: 
words, purpoſcly to abuſe thoſe brutiſh plough-jobbers, in 
oftentation he was carried to the Parſon of the pariſſi to: 
- diſcourſe with him; who by good fortune underſtood non: 
other tongue but what his mother taught him, my father 
perceiving that, made Shoulderamutton and Ratathump#o-:: 
ton ſerve for very good Greek; which the Parfon con: 
ſirmed, telling my grand- father further, that his ſon was a 
an excellent ſcholar, proteſting that he was fo deeply learm7: 
ed, that he ſpoke. things he underſtood not; this I Have: 
heard bim A made Ba 22 45 good ſport as ever he recev d 
in ; 


K 7 


in the moſt ingenious ſociety; He had not been long in, 
the country before a gentle woman taking notice of his ex- 
ternal and internal qualifications, fell deeply in love with 
him; and prefering her own pleaſure before the diſpleaſure 
af her wealthy relations, ſhe incontinently was married 
to him. I ſhall wave how it was brought about in every 
articular, but only inſtance what 1s therein-remarkable. 
Doubtleſs the geſtures he uſed in his preaching (when ſhe 
was preſent) might ſomething avail in the conqueſt of her 
| 8 with a dearly beloved paſſionately ex- 
tended, looking full in her face all the while, and being in 
the time of the kingdoms alteration and confuſion, a tem- 
izing Miniſter, he had learned all thoſe tricks by which 
thoſe of his ſe& and coat uſed to bewitch a female ear; but 
that which chiefly effected his deſires, was the aſſurance of 
an old matron, that lived near my mother, who for profit 
{crupled not to officiate a bawd; this good old gentlewoman 
contrived ways to bring them together, unſuſpected by 
any, by which means they obtained the opportunity to 
perform Hymens Rites, without Ceremonies of the Church; 
My. mother being pregnant, acquainted my father there- 
with, who (glad to hear how fait he had tied her to 
him) urged her to the ſpeedy conſummation of a legal mar- 
riage; which ſhe more longed for than he did himſelf, but 
knew not how to bring it to paſs, by reaſon of thoſe many 
obſtacles which they ſaw obvious, and thwarting their in- 
tentions. As firſt, the vaſt diſproportion between their 
eſtates ; next, the antipathy her parents bore to his functi- 
on; joining theſe to many other obſtructions, which fancy 
and knowledge preſented to them, they concluded to ſtea} 
a wedding, and accordingly did put it in execution. Much 
troubled her parents were at firſt, to hear how their daugh-- ' 
ter had ſhipwreckt her fortune (as they judged it) in the 
unfortunate looſing her maiden-head, but time, with the 
interceſſion of friends, procured a reconciliation between - 
them, all parties well pleaſed. The old people took great 
delight in their fortune, hopeful thoughts and eSpeftati- 
7: 5 | N 
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n they paid him, and my mother moſt 

of "all (as ſhe thought) in the continual converſation and 
ment of my father, which the equally ranked wih 
| 2 ht be efteemed the beſt of things. 

His —— natural parts (and what he attained unte 
by his country ſtudies, being aſhamed to have loſt fo 3 
time) introduced him as a Chaplain to 4 nobleman; with 
Whom he travelled into Ireland. He took ſhippin 
Myneard, and from thence failed to me pping af 
he lived both creditably and comfortably. E * had 
then ſo reformed his lite to ſo ſtrict a Agens courſe, that 


kis obfervers gamed more by his example, than his hearers 


by: precepts. Thus by bis piety in the purity of its prac- 


— 


tice, he foon regained his loſt credit. 

By this time my mother grew near her time, 
conceived me in England, but not conceiving ſhe 
thus drop me in an Iriſh bog. There is no 1221 but Eng- 


land and Ireland will after my deceaſe, contend about ey # 
nativity, as ſeveral countries did about Homer; eicher 


| ſtriving to have the honour of firſt giving him breath. 


Neither ſhall I much thank my native country, for beſtow. , 
ing on me ſuch principles as I and moſt m! my countrymen 
fl 


[ ' drew from that very air; the placeI think made me appear 
= 32 baſtard in diſpoſition to my father. It is ftrange the 


climate ſhould have more prevalency over the nated of 


the native, than the diſpoſition of the parent. For though 
. father and mother, could neither flatter, deceive, revenge, 
equivocate, &c. yet the ſon (as the conſequence hath fince 


made it appear) can (according to the common cuſtom 6f 
dis 2 diſſemble and ſmooth up his adverfary 


with expreſſions extracted from Celeſtial Manna, taking 


his advantage thereby to ruin him: For to ſpeak the truth, 
I could never yet love any but for by- reſpect, neither 

could T ever be perſuaded into a aciffention with that 
man who had any way injured me, never reſting ſatisfied 


tin T had accomplithed a plenary revenge, Which I eam. 
monly 


. 


Range. effected under the — of great love and kinds. 
Cheat all F dealt withal, though the matter Were 
Pa ſo inconſiderable. Lye 40 naturally, that a miracle 
may be as ſoon Wrought, as + truth proceed from my 
mouth. And then for equivocation, or mental reſervati- 
ons, they were ever in me innate properties. It was al- 
ways my reſolution, rather to die by the hand of a com- 
ck executioner, than want my revenge, though ever ſo. 
en grounded. But I ſhall deſiſt here to characteriſe 
— further, reſerving that for another place. 
Four years after my birth the rebellion began ſo un- 
expectedly, that we were forced to fly in the night; the 
light of our flaming houſes, ricks of hay, and ſtacks of 
corn, guided us out "of the town, and our fears ſoon con- 
veyed us to the mountains. The rebels wandering to and 
tro, intending either to meet with their triends{who flock d 
from all parts to get into a body) er elle any knglihowhich 
they deſigned as ſacrifices to their impiacable malice, or 
inbred antipathy to that nation, met with my mother, at- 
tended by two Sculogues, her menial ſervants, the one 
carrying me, the other my brother. The fates had de- 
creed my brothers untimely death, and therefore unavoida- 
ble, the faithful infidel being butchered with him. The 
{urvivins ſervant who carried me, declared that he was a 
Roman Catholick, and imploringy their mercy with his 
howling Cram a Crees, lor gt. Patrick a gra, procured * 
mother, his own, and my fafety. 

1 hus was I preſerved, but I hope not reſerved as a fab. 
ject for divine vengeance to work on, Had I then died. 
no other guilt could have rendered me culpable before 
(Gods Tribunal, but v. hat was derivative from Adam. But 
ſince, the concatenation of ſins various links has encom-· 
paſſed the whole ſeries of my life. Now to the intent 1 
may deter others from Pez ptr ing the like, and receive 
19 myſelf Abfolution (according as it is promiſed). upon 
unteigned . tance and ingenicus confeſſion of my ne- 
farious Facts, I Hal give the readers a ſummary relation 
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of my life, from my non-age to the meridian of my das; 


# 
5 


— ks 
eo „ „ — — — þ 


hoping that my -extravagancies and youthful 
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v T though the mercy of theſe Amn villains ex- 
tended to the ſaving of our lives, yet they had o 


bodies by ſtripping us ſtark naked to the extremity of- 
cold winter night, not ſo much as ſparing my tender age. 
Thus without ſhoes or ſtockings, or the leaſt rag to cover 
our nakedneſs, with the help of our guide, we travelled 
all night through woods as obſcure as that black darkneſs: 
that then * · our horrizon. By break of day We 
were at Belfaſt; about entering the ſkirts of the town, 
this honeſt and grateful ſervant (which is much in an Iriſh-" 
man being then aſſured of our ſafety, took his leave WE: 
us and returned to the rebels. 

Here were we received with much pity of all, an! eds 
'tertained, Fon pores and fed, by ſome charitable minded 
perſons ; to gratify their ſouls for what they had done for 
my 13 3 and thoſe that belonged to her, my 
father frequently preached, which gave general ſatisfaction, 
and continued thus in inſtructing his hearers, till the Sark 
or Surplice, was ad udged by a Scottiſh, faction, to be the 
abſolute ſmock of the whore of Babylon. Then was he 


A CO 
x 


with'him. 
Before I proceed, give me leave to digreſs a little in giv- 
ng _ 4 tr: account of the Jriſh Rebellion. Not tuo 9 
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have 3 in that Rate of life, their declination and period.” IT: 
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conſtrained to fly again to Linſegarvy, taking his 1285 
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years before it broke Out, all | thoſe ancient animoſities; 


| da, RATE "7" Iriſh had ever been b 
e 


rved to bear unto the Engliſh, ſeemed to be depoſited and 
buried in a firm conglutination of their affections, and 


_ rtionat obligations, which [paſſed between them. For 


theſe two had lived together forty years in peace, with ſuch - 
great ſecurity and comfort,” that it had in a manner con- 


| ſolidated them into one body, knit and compacted toge- 


ther with all thoſe ligatures of friendſhip, alliance, and 
conſanguinity, as might make up a conſtant and ever laſt- 
ing union between them there. Their inter- marri ages 
were near upon as frequent as their goſſipings and tofters 
ings (relations of much dearneſs among the Iriſh) together 
with all tenancies, neighbourhoods and ſervices inter- 


| changeably paſſed among them. Nay, they had made as 5 


it were a mutual tranſmigration into each others man- 
ners, many Engliſh being ſtrongly degenerated into Iriſh 
affections and cuſtoms, and many of the better ſort of 
Iriſh ſtudying as well the language of the Engliſh, as de- 
lighting to be appareled like them. Nay, ſo great an ad- 

vantage did they find by the Engliſh commerce and coha- 
bitation, in the proſits and high improvements of their 
lands, as Sir Phelim ONeal, that rebellious ringleader, 
with divers others eminent in that bloody inſurrection, had 
not long before turned off their lands, theſe Iriſh tenants, 


admiting Engliſh in their room; who were able to give 


them far greater rents, and more certain to pay the fame: : 
So as all thoſe circumſtances duly weighed and conſidered 
with the great encreaſe of trade, and many other evident 
ſymptoms of a flouriſhing common- wealth; it was belicv- 
ed even by the wiſeſt and moſt experienced in the affairs of 
Ireland, that the peace aud tranquillity of that kingdom 
was fully ſetled, and moſt likely in all human probabiltry- 


to continue, eſpecially under the government ofifach! 3 
King as Charles the Firſt, whom after ages may admix, 


but never match. Such was the ſerenity and ſecurity: of 


this kingdom, as that there appeared not any where any _ 
TT | 1 martial 


* 12 I 
27 72 


7 ' ii prep irations, nor any reliques of any kind of diſ. 
| r NO not fo müch as tlie leaſt noiſe of war ner 
ingly carried to any ear in all this land. 
©. Now whillt in this great calm, the Britiſh continued i in 
35 deepeſt ſecurity, whilſt all men fat pleaſantly enjoying 
S 558 fruits of their own labour, ſitting under their own 
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fe 74 8 in the year of our r 1 91d, 16475 a moſt Kdesperate. 
Ef reel, and formidable rebellion, an univerſal defection 


moſt all thoſe Engliſh that profeſt the name of Roman Ca- 
. 5 tholicks, were totally involved. 

Now fince it is reiolved by me to give you a particular 
Account of the moſt remarkable tranſactions and paſlages 


WW the beginning and ſirſt motions ; neither hall I omit to 
trace the progreſs of this rebellion, ſince therein, I ſhall 
relate ſummarily my ſufferings, and what others under- 
went, the horred cruelties of the Iriſh, and their abomi- 
nable murders, as well without number, as without mer- 
cy, upon the Engliſh inhabitants of both ſexes, and all ages. 
It was carried with ſuch ſecre ſy, that none underſtood 
the conſpiracy, till the very evening that mediately pre- 
ceeded the night of its general execution. I muſt confeſs 
there was ſome ſuch thing more than ſuſpected by one Sir 


Chiet Juſtices, but miſcarried by the way. Owen OfCo- 
hally (though meer Irifh, was notwithſtanding a Proteſtan t) 
Was the ſirſt diſcoverer of this general inſurrection, giving 
in the names of {ome of the chief conſpirators. Here- 
upon the Lords convened and fat in council, whoſe care 

and prudence at that time was ſuch, that ſome of the ring- 
leaders were inſtantly ſeized, and upon examination, con- 
fefſed that an the very day of their ſurpriſal, all the ports 
and places of ſtrength in Ireland would be taken; that 
there Was a conſiderable number of gentlemen and- others, 


and revolt, wherein not only the meer native Iriſh, but al- 


of my life, it will be alſo neceilary to acquaint you with 


William Cole, who preſently ſent away letters to the Lord 
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twenty out of PR unty, were come up expreſly to 


„epi the caſtle of Publin. Adding further, that what 


was to be done in the country Hess Mercury the ſwift 
5 been; could ncither by the wit of man, or by letter 
be prevented. Hereupon a ſtrict ſearch Was made for all 


ſtrangers lately come to town, and all. horſes were feized 


170 on, whoſe owners could not give a good account of. them. 
rag? notwithſtanding there Was a Wee ken 


„ „ & 


province ＋ Ulſter, taking many towns, as Newt Fm 
moor, &c. burning, ſpoiling, and committing horrible 
murders every where. T hele things wrought ſuch 2 gene- 


ral conſternation and aſtoniſhment in the minds of the 


Engliſh ; that they thought themſelves no where ſecure, 
flying from one danger into another. 

In a very ſhort time, the meer Iriſh northern Papiſts by 
cloſely purſuing on their {firſt plot, had gotten into their 
Poſſeſſion moſt of the towns, forts, caſtles, and gentle- 
men's houſes, within the counties of Tyron, Donegal, 
Fermonghs Armah, Canan, &c. The chief that appear- 
ed in the execution of this plot, within the province of 
Ulſter, were Sir Phelim ONeal, Tourlough, his brother, 


Roure M<*Guire, Philip ORily, Sir Conner M*Gennis, 


 M*Brian, and M*Mahan, theſe combining with their ac- 
complices dividing their forces, and according to a general 
aſlignation, ſurpriſed the forts of Dongannon, Moutjoy, 
and Carlemont, with other places of conſiderable ſtrength. 
- -Now began a deep tragedy: The Engliſh having few others 
than Ixiſſr landlords, tenants, ſervants, neighbours, or fa- 
miliar friends, as ſoon as this lire broke out, and the whole 


country in a general conflagration, made their recourſe . 


preſently to ſome of theſe, lying upon them for protection 


= hd: dan, and with great conſidence txuſted their 
= lives 
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lives and all their concerns in their power. But many 
theſe in a ſhort time after, either betrayed them to others, 
or deſtroyed them with their own'hands. The Popiſh 
” Prieſts had ſo charged and laid ſuch bloody impreſſions 
them; as it was held according to their doctrine they bad 
— 2a deadly fin to give an Engliſh Proteſtant any 
All bonds of faith and friendſhip now fractured, Milt | 
landlords now preyed on their Engliſh tenants; Triſh Fer; 
nants and ſervants, made a facrifice of their Engliſh land- 
lords and maſters, one neighbour murdering another, nay, . 
*twas looked on as an act meritorious in him that could 
either ſubvert or ſupplant an Engliſhman; the very chil- 
dren imitating the cruelty of their parents, of Which 1. 
hall carry a mark with me to my grave, given me with... 
= 3 knife by one of my Iriſh play-fellows. It was now high... 
time to fly, although we knew not whither ; every place 
Ve arrived at we thought leaſt ſecure, wherefore our mo- 
tion was continual; and that which heightned our miſery, 
Was our frequent {tripping thrice a day, and in ſuch a diſ- 
mal ſtormy tempeſtuous ſeaſon, as the memory of man 
never obſerved to continue ſo long together. The. 
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terror of the Iriſh and Scotch incomparably prevailed be- 


1 * 
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& yond the rage of the ſea, fo that we were reſolved to uſe. | 
= all poſfible means to get on ſhip-board. At Belfaſt we ac. 
compliſhed our defires, committing ourſelves to the more 
F . megciful. waves. This relation being ſo ſhort, cannot but: 
de very imperfect, yet if I dare credit my mother, it is 
dot faned with falſehood. Many horrid things (f can- | 
{ i feſs) I purpoſely omitted, as deſiring to wave any thing of. = 
= aggravation, or which might occaſion the leaſt animoſity... , 
between two, though of ſeveral languages, yet 1 hope both 1% Is 
by united in the demonſtration of their conſtant loyalty;to. ; # 
weir Sovereign Charles the Second. oat aol + 
I 
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compleat both form and feature. 


could not endure the ſight of a red coat, which I ufually-- 


which was made to ſhut with a pulley; he reached in his 


dontiet, as the inſulting trophics of my firſt and lateſt con- 
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To _ Waggeries he committed being but a child. - 5 HIER 


3 ¹¹ — 
* ENG about five years of age, report rendred me a 
334 very beautiful child. DIED did it (as moſt common 
ly) prove a lar. Being enriched with all the good proper 
ties of a good. face, had not pride in my tender” age, de- 
ved he "of thoſe graces and choice ornaments which? 
Thus it happened, my - 
father kept commonly many turkeys; one amonſt the ret 


wore, but that which moſt of all exaſperated my buding © 
paſſion, was, his; aulting my bread and butter, and in- 
ſtead thereof ſometimes my hand; which cauſed my bloo- 

dy revenge to uſe this ſtratagem: I enticed him with a 

piece of cuſtard which I temptingly ſhewed him, not with", 
out ſome ſuſpicion of danger which fear ſuggeſted, might .- * 
attend my treachery, and ſo led him to the orchard-gate, 


head after me, I immediately clapt faſt the gate, and 16. 4 
ſurpriſed my mortal foe: Then did I uſe that . which be. 

I had, to beat his brains out with my trap-ſtick; which 

ing done, deplumed his tail, ſticking thoſe feathers in 


queſt. 55 Such: then was my pride, as I nothing but gazed u : 
at them; -which ſo tired ihe weakneſs of 5 eyes, and wp, 155 
ſtrained The Optick Nerve, that they ran a tilt at one an- 
ther, as ff they contended to ſhare with me in'my go; 
This Accident Was no ſmall trouble to my mother, that ſo 
doated bn*me, That T have often heard her ſay, the forgot" 

to eat (when I fat at table) for admiring the ſweetneſs of 
my complexion. After ſhe had much grieved herſelf to” 
little Pe ſhe conſulted with patience, and applied * 

— — {el 
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75 155 order to to remedy ads defect; to uehe mot 
Ukul Toa. to repair the Joſs: this face: ble FO 
ing had done ſo ſweet a countenance, though. 235 - 


the preſent i it eclipſed my mothers” glory- and pride, yet. 


time and art reduced my eyes to their. proper {tation.;.; 4d... 
that within fix years their oblique aſpects were hardly dif- 
cernable. When I was about ten years old, I have heard 
ſome EE that this caſt of my eyes was ſo far ba 5 0 a. 
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——1 reſolution. But to my purpoſe — 5 3 gf 
of Ireland, there being at that time no place of fafety. i in. 
| at kingdom, my mother taking me with her, being 
lled to leave my father behind barbarouſly murder 
ed by.the rebels for being a proteſtant preacher) the adyens, 
tured to fea, not caring whither the went, foulneſs of wea- 
| ther drove us upon the coaſt of France, where we were 
forced to land, to repair what damage the ſhip had ſuſtain- 
_edinfirels of weather, from whence we ſet ſail, and land- 
| edi in the weſt of England, at a place called Barnſtable in 
county of Devon. Here we were joyfully received, 
And well entertained by ſome of my mothers kindred at 
Arſt; but lying upon them, they at length grew weary; 
that we were forced to go from thence to Plymouth, 
We deing here altogether unacquainted both With, the peg- 
= and their profeſſion, my mother having an active brain, 55 
Talis about with herſelf how ſhe ſhould provide for her 
Charge, but found no way more expedient, than. the pre- 
dention of religion. Zeal now and piety were tlie only 
ſeemed to proſecute, taking the literal, ſente of | 


i the text Without doubt Godlineſs is great gain; but, the 
erxe maich 1 in the profeſſion and ſeaſonable practice: therc- 
Xs beltigucrording to the mind of the true chureb, 
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that time Heterodox thereunto, and led be l (as the rel 
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the church of England, whereas the N eang wore 


of their brethren called Roundheads, by the ſpirit of 58 7 
luſion, finding how much ſhe was miſtaken, the changed "I 
quickly her note and coat; a rigid Preſbyterian at fifſt, 
but that proving not ſo profitab — inſtantly transformed 
herfelf into a li Independant. This took well which © 
made her ſtick cloſe to the brethren, which N their 


. ſpirits to make frequent contribution in private to fopply; 
er. 


her wants. Here we had borrowed ſo much of the fif 

hood; ho vilely ſuſpected my mother to be too dearhy 
beloved by the brother-hood, that it was high time to ru 
off to another place, leſt ſtaying longer, the whole malt 
of diffimulation ſhould fall off; and ſhe being detected, = 
ſhimefully excluded their congregation, and fo be delivt 
ed up to be buffeted by Satan. Now farewell Plymouth, 
no matter Whither we went, for where ever we came, We 
found ſtill ſome or other that gave us entertainment for 
thoſe good parts they found in my mother, ſhe being vety 


well read both in divinity and hiſtory, and having an &6- 


quent tongue, ſhe commonly applied herſelf to the Mi- 


niſter of the town; who wondering to ite ſo much learns 
ing and perfection in a woman, either took us into his own 
houſe for a while, or gathered ſome contributions to ſup- 


ply our preſent neceſſities, with which we travelled to the 


next town; and in this manner we ſtrolled or wandered 


up and down, being little better than mendicant itine- 


rants: ſtaying ſo little time in a place, and my mother be- 


ing more careful to get a ſubſiſtance, than to ſeaſon my 


tender years with the knowledge of letters, I was ten | 


years old before I could read, travelling, through” many 


towns unfit for our purpoſe, we at laſt took our Jeat for a2 


While at Bridport 1 in Dorietſhire, here being aſhamedto 8 


to ſchool in this ignorance, I applied myſelt to 155 
who taught me to apprehend the alphabet f in f 


<Her, 


* 1 


S ours 
than there are letters; ſo that in a ſhort time! coul read 


dittinctly, and was immediately introduced i into. the Sta am- 
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n ar-ſchool ; W Thad not been long, before I pecame a 


worm, ſecuring as many as lay in my way, if conve- 


nient privacy ſerved. And to the intent that my thefts. 


kt paſs undifcovered, before I would vend What books 
I had ſtolen, I uſually metamorphoſed them, if new, hs” 5 
would gafli their ſkin ; 1 if the ern were red, I would 
make them look pale for the wounds they received; if 


3 much uſed, tear out all the remarks, and paint their od 


faces, and having ſo done, make fale of them. This 
courſe I followed a long time undiſcovered, which coſt 
many a boy a whipping at home by their parents, as well 
as maſter. I had various ufes for my money I made thergr.c 100 
of (you muſt think) but principally to bribe ſome of the 
upper forms to make my exerciſes, which were ſo well liked [3 
by my maſter, that I ſtill came off with applauſe ; and in 
a ſhort time ſo advanced, that I was next to the higheſt... 
form, when] underſtood not the loweſt author we read, 1 
was forced to employ my wits in the management of my 
hands, to keep touch with my penſioners, leſt they falling 


me for want of encouragement, my maſter ſhould diſco- 


ver my dunceſhip was abuſed. Frequent were my truant- 
ings, which were always attended with ſome notorious. 15 
facts, beſides ſmall faults, as robbing of orchards, pulling | 
the firſt and ſeconds of forty or fifty geeſe at a time, milk. 
ing the cows or goats into PE, hat, andfo drink the milk: 1 
and then for poultry, there Was ſeldom a day eſcaped 
wherein I had not more or leſs, uſually I took them thus, 
at night, I haunted the hen-rooſts, taking them off ſo 
quietly from what they ſtood on, that their Teckling noiſe 
ſeldom alarmed the reſt, if k couid not Scher 0 car 
them off, I made their eggs compound for their heads. 5 : : 
I met with any geeſe at any time, then out came my ſhort 
ſtick with a is ig faſtned to a bullet, and tied to the end | 
thereof, with this would I fetch in my game by the peck. "i 
: 
I 


the weight of the bullet twiſting the firing o many times 
about the neck, that they could not diſengage” Maes, 


from ECAH: a deftr uction. Tubs o £9 for Socke , bait- 
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' ing my hock with a a gut or me fuch ra 10 ag N 
on a piece of cork, that ſwimming it might be the ſooner 
perceived, 1 could catch in a ſhort time as many as I plea: + 

ed nay, I have not only thus deceived the tame fowl ;_ 

but the ſame way with a longer line, I have caught gulls - 2 

and other ſea-birds. What I had gotten by theſe cunning... 

(and fo much to be approved tricks) I carried to a houſe 
that encouraged me in my roguery, participating of the 

cheer, and fo feaſting me for my pains if I had ſtolen any 

I thing, I had my recourſe to them, who would give Wo- 

| ; pence for what was worth a ſhilling, and render me S 

| content. 7 knew my puniſhment for my rambling, and 

I valued it not; therefore little hope of reformation from 

8 thence, Nay, for very ſmall faults I wiſhed to be whipt, . 

13 knowing the rod would then be laid on gently; which car- 

55 ried with it a tickling pleaſure. As for my thefts and ro- 

" gueries abroad, I was careful they ſhould 80 be diſcover- 
ed, if any boy had injured me whole ſtrength exceeded 
mine, fo that I durſt not cope with him, I would exerciſe 
my revenge upon him privately, concealing the reſent- 
ment of the i injury he did me: for to grin and not bite, 

doth but perſwade an adverſary to knock out thoſe teeth 
that may prove ſome time or other injurious. One com- 

4 mon trick I had was to ſtick a pin on the board whereon _ 

be vas to fit: in this manner did I ſerve ſeveral; in which - 

fact I was at laſt taken? The puniſhment my maſter inſſict- 
5 ed on me, was, to it by his deſk alone, and compoſe a 
copy of verſes; there was a likehhood L ſhould perform 

N my taſk, when I knew not how many feet an Hexameter 

i required, and yet I then, read Virgil. However fome- 

2 thing I muſt attempt, and thinking Saphicks, and Jam», Fr 

bicks too difficult, I ventured upon Heroicks, ſuppoſi 

| themth&eaſfier compoſition. But Lord what an excels # 

4 to laughter did my maſter fall into, when he peruſed my hoh- - 

ung ſtrains; Gray ſaid he, theſe verſes are running a race 

* altogether, the Grit did not ſtart fairly, or elſe is a very . 

RY. a e, for he hath out- run all his e erf 
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Set! r th FE ry comes two Foot ſhort. of him, et "tbo 
Forward for 4 true pace; here is another lame 70 a foot, 
and halts molt ſcurvily; here is another whoſe quantity is 
mort and hath gotten upon ſtilts to ſeem long, and one 
in contradiction to him) which is long, becauie he will be 
ort hath cut his own legs off: wit ' theſe and the like 
Pe oral om did he pleaſe himſeff in his own wit (which T un- 
8 derſtood but little) and after he had tired himſelf and me 
too with prodigal talk : he then ſpoke to me in a harder 
Aialect, making me underſtand how ignorant I was, and 
how much precious time irrecoverably I had loſt, which ſo 
much ſeized on my ſpirits, that I was much grieved and 
troubled, fo that he made vermillion tears run down my 
cheeks, Kc. After he had beſtowed ſo much correction as 
be thought might work in me penitence for my egregious 
* - truanting he degraded me, and made me begin atreſh. 
The thame thereot and reproach I daily received from my 
— Tſchookfellows, I could not bear; therefore I prevailed on 
my mothers indulgence to let me regain what I had loſt at 
home, which ſhe conſented to. But perceiving my letche- 
rous inclinations, by my night practiſes with her maig, re- 
folved to ſend me to a boarding-ſchool For our family 
being but ſmall, I lay with the maid, being ſo young my 
mother did not in the leaſt ſuſpect me; but my too for- 
ward lechery would not let me lie quiet, putting her fre- 
quently to the ſpueak. In ſhort, I was ſent away a great 
diſtance to a very ſevere and rigid maſter, I no ſooner |} 
commenced ſcholar to this tyrant pedagogue, but I was 
| Kkeptcloſe to my book, and leſt my wit ſhould be any ways 
Aulled, my ſtomach was always kept ſharp ; which quick- 
ned my inventions to ſupply what was deficient. There 
is no complaint ſo unſufferable as the grumbling of a empty 
and difatisfied belly, my £ reateſt care was to inſinuate my- 
ſelf into the favour of the ſervant maids, knowing they | 
loved to play at ſmall games rather than ſtick out, I per- 
formed my buſineſs ſo well, that my. ſtomach was always 
| Atisſicd, when the reſt of the boarders were e | 
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often going to bed in a manner ſupperleſs. Here T was 
deprived of my old pilfering way, becauſe I had no con- 

venience for the diſpoſal of what was ſtole, it being but a 
very ſmall village. However to keep my hand in uſe, I 

daily practiſed on fruit, ſometimes with a ſpar ſharpened 

at one end, I picked the apples out of the baſkets: other, 

times I took'with me a comrade, and then thus would we N 

do, I would go to the fruiterer and bargain with him for 

a pennyworth or more of apples, receiving them into my 

hat, pretending to draw my money out, I did clap my hat 

between my legs, my partner perceiving that (as we. had 
before plotted it) behind, ſnatched it through my legs and 

ran away with it. I thereupon did uſe to roar out as if 1 

Hhad been undone, and pretending to run after him to re- 

| nn 55 my hat we got out of ſight and then ſhared the booty. 

One time coming along the market, I ſaw a ſmall baſket | 

of cherries, I demanded of the woman that fold them 

What the would have for as many as I could take up in 
my hand; ſhe looking upon it and ſeeing it was but a very 

mall one proportionable to my ſtature, twopence ſaid ſhe ; - 

with that I laid her down her price, and took up baſket - 
and all the cherries therein contained, and in a ſober pace 
carried them away. The woman amazed that ſhe ſhould 
be thus ſurpriſed by ſuch a younker, followed me, and 

making a great noiſe, gathered a croud of people about us, 
and among the reſt a gentleman of quality, who was very 

_..earneft to know what the matter was: holding my pur- 

-  chafe faſt in my hands (for nothing could perfwade me to 
let go that booty I had fo fairly obtained) I deſired the gen- 

tleman that he would be judge of my cauſe, whereupon I 

related to him in what manner I bargained with the wo- 
man, and that I had done nothing unjuſtly, but What was 

according to our contract. The gentleman wondring at 
the pregnancy of wit in ſo tender an age, laughed heartily, 
and condemned the cherries for my proper uſe, but withal 
paid the woman for them. I was naturally:fg; prone to 
| . ,plcate my ſenſes, that I cared not what courſe took LOL 
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micht obtain my deſires.” I app plied myſelf x more to my., 
wit and invention, than I ſhould have done, had I any, 

thing allowed me from a friend for a moderate expence, 
But my mother thought otherwiſe, knowing by infallible . 
ſymptoms, the extravagantneſs of my inclinations, | and 
therefore debarred me as much as ſhe could the very ſight 


2 
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terring its natural courſe, will (when that is overthrown 
which impeded its progreſs) How with the greater impetuo- 
ſity: youth may for a while be circumſcribed as to its de- 
. : but if his inclination prompt him to the e 
of ſenſual delights, ſooner or later he will taſte their re- 
liſh; and better early than late. Before the noon of bis 
days approach, experience may reform his life and con- 
verſation; though from the dawning morning thereof, 
till the meridian, his actions have been nothing elſe 
but the extract of all manner of debauchery. But (tis 
commonly obſerved,) that man which in the declination of 
age takes the by-paths of vice and licentiouſneſs, ſeldom 


ing on ſuch falſe and immaginary pleaſures, till the Grim 

Pale face Meſſenger takes him napping. T 151 much by” 
way of digreſſion. | 

Our maſter was very ancient, however refubved that his 


delighted to invert the courſe of nature; lying in bed 17 
day, and walking the night, the rain ſeldom deterring 
him. On a time above the reſt, a gentleman had ſent his 


maſter receiving them, called for a ſmall cabinet that Rood 


him. Having put in the gold, he commanded me to carry 
it whence I had it; which I did, well conſidering the 
mE weight thereof, being though ſmall, very heavy. The de- 
Vill preſently became my tutor, ſuggeſting to "OF thoughts, - 


— * 


of money. A river confined within ſome made bank, de. 


deſiſts till death cuts off his paſſage; never leaving off doat - g I 


ſhould not hinder his teaching for if he was in- _ 
diſpoſed, he would ſend for us all: into his bed-chamber, in- 


% * 5 


ſtructing us there: a man of ſo ſtrange a temper, that he 5 


ſon five pieces of gold to give his maſter for diet, &c. Our 


in the room, which I more officious than the reſt, brought 85 


1 various 


4 


141 > BM 


510 


082800 


various ways for the gaining this money. At 1 reſole⸗ +3 


ed to take the impreſſion of the key 1 in wax: Which with 


much difficulty I obtained, and carried it to a ſmith four 


miles diſtant. The old fellow immediately upon my pro- 
poſal ſuſpected me ; (doubtleſs he was acquainted with © * 
ſuch kind of devices) and queſtioned me what I intended” 
thereby, I was forced to betake myfelf to my legs for ſafe- 
ty, not knowing what anſwer to make him. The ſmith 


ſeeing me run, thinking to benefit himſelf by apprehend- 
ing me, purſued after with a red hot iron in his hand, 


which his haſt had made him forget to lay aſide; one ſtand-» 0 


ing by me (juſt as the ſmith had almoſt overtaken me) 


ſeeing him come running with a hot iron in his hand, and 
fearing leſt his blind paſſion might prompt him to miſchieve 319 
me, ſtruck up his heels, who in the fall gave himſelf a burnt 
mark in the hand, which no doubt he had long ago de- 
© ſerved; my unknown friend would not ſuffer him to riſe 
till I was out of fight. My firſt ſtratagem not ſuiting with 
my purpoſe, I tried a picklock of mine own invention: 
but that would not effect my defign neither; ſo that Icon- 
FF cluded to take cabinet and all, and in order thereunto - 
watched my opportunity when he ſhould walk abroad ac- 


cording to his cuſtom at 8 It was oy long efe I en- 
joyed my withes knowing his intention, I got into the 
chamber, and concealed myſelf under the bed. 80 find- 


ing my way clear, Iconveyed myſelf and purchaſe out f 
the houſe and traveled all night. In the morning I found 


myſelf near a {mall town, about ſixteen miles diftant from 


the place whence I came, Thinking myſelf now ſecure, 1 


thought it very requiſite here to repoſe my wearied limbs, 


and ſolace myſelf with the fight of what L had got: but it 0 


was not Jong after that I was fo lac'd for it, that compara- 


tively to my 7 puniſhment, Bridewell whipping is but a paſ- 
bouſe I came at, I went in and called for 


k vw 


tack, having never taſted any, and hearing mueks tak 


time, the fir 


thereof: at which the people of the houſe much admired, 


_— to fmall an urchin as I ſhould call for fuck coltty' MQUOT, | 
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houſe was acquainted herewith, who as the devil w-uld 
vere. Without craving pardon tor his bold intruſion, he 


I confeſs his grey hairs and ſtern countenance made me at 


x< 


rove: however with a ſeeming undauntedneſs, I drank to 
him, at length he began to aſk me divers queſtions, Whence 


Cabinet? and the like. Before I could give the reſolution 
of what he demanded, the Hue and Cry, overtook me: 
preſently I was laid hold on, and my treaſure taken from 
me; that which vexed me as much as my ſurpriſe was, I 


had no further time to try what kind of taſte the ſack had. 


Various were the talk of the people, eyery one ſpending 


begin thus ſoon, ſaid one; could he have ſeen, when in his mo- 
thers belly, ſurely he woould have ſtolen ſomething then, Another 
faid, forward fruit was ſoon rotten, and fince I began to fecal 


Ready to die with fear, I was lent back to the place whence 
came, and from thence to the place of execution, had 


cured pity from my injured maſter. Corifined I was with- 
in his houſe, locked up cloſe priſoner in a chamber, till 
that he could acquaint my mother with what had paſt. In 
this time I was not debared of my ſuſtenance, though my 
commons were epitomiſed, neither was I altogether de- 
prived of ſociety, for I was daily viſited by my maſter, 


many cords, with which he flayed my buttocks, and when 
ke found me ſtubborn or not penitent enough as he 
thought, after he had ſkined my Podex, he would waſh it 
with vinegar, or water and ſalt, Within a week my mo- 


ther arrived, who hearing of my rogueries, was ſo impa- 
N tient, 


they viewed me very much, but more efpecially the cabi- 
net, which cauſed them to ſuſpect me. The maſter of the 


have it was a puritan, and a conſtable too, officious and ſe- 
defired me I would admit kim into my boy-ſhip3 ſociety. 


firſt ſight, very much fear what the event of his viſit would 


I came? Whither I was going? What <vas contained doll hin that | 


their verdict on me. This is a prime young rogue indeed ta 


<obilſt a child, IT ſhould be hanged before I ſhould write nan. 


not the tenderneſs of my age, an tewneſs of years, pro- 


attended with a cat of ninetails (as he called it) Deng ſo 


E 


tient, that ſhe would needs take me to taſk herſelf; but 
when ſhe ſaw me in ſo woeful à plight, my ſlürt being 
as ſtiff as buckram with bed, and my tender breech. 
plowed and harrowed, fell down as if ſhe had been about 
to expire: recovering my maſter endeavoured to pacify. 
her, by telling her that great offences, required great 
puniſhments; and the way to bend an Oak, is to do it 
whilſt it is young, I had once when young (ſaid he) a 
ſpaniel which would find out the hens neſt, and break- 
Ing the eggs uſed to ſuck them, ſo that we could never 
PRE any chickens, at laſt diſcovering who was the ma- 


lefactor; I bethought myſelf of this puniſhment which 


1 hould hinder him for ever doing the like. I got an 
= £ 
7d 


- roaſted ſo hard till the ſhell was ready to burn, then 

did. I firſt ſhew the egg to the dog, and then clapt it hot 

into his mouth, holding his jaws cloſe, this fotorment- 

ed him by burning, that ever after he could not endure 

; gb <y44-3 «2 Ft * | 1 4 p s 

the fight thereof; but if ſhown run away crying as if 
be had been beaten. Thus for the notorious fact your 
ſon mult be ſo ſharply chaſtiſed, that when he thinks of 


7 . ſtealing, he ſhall remember thoſe torments he once en- 
: dured for it, and ſo frighten him from executing any 
, & fuch crime. Many more arguments he alledged to that 


| |. purpoſe, which had fatisfied her wall in his ſeverity, had 
not natural affection interpoſed, what to do with me ſhe 


Ene not; therefore ſhe conſulted with my maſter, ' 
| &: who told her, he durſt not keep me any longer, the country 
People bringing complaints again/t me daily. And to aggra- 

„ vate my mother the more, he briefly ſumed up my 
_ FF faults in this manner, having had juſtly various accuſers 

: who drew up my indictment, Thus, . 

, BH . nprinus, That one of his maids having croſt me (to 
\ be reyenged of her, knowing ſhe was a drowſy wench, 

. WE.  whenaſleep not eaſily wakened) as ſhe ſlept hy the fire, 
I took my opportunity and melted ſome glue, andgent- 


1 I touched the cloſure of both her eye- lids with a peneil 


8 ich well [knew would lock up her fight.--Againit-the 
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| time! intended | to awake her, 


I 57s turned topſey turyy 


about her, the plot being 1 ri] pretended her miſtreſs 
called, the girl ſtarted up and runing rubbing of her 
Over the chairs, getting 11 

e engaged herſelf with the ſtools, and fo entanglec 


herſelf * therein, that endeavouring to free herſelf, her | 


coats acted the parts of traitors, in diſcovering the "hid- 
den ſecrets and Arcanas belonging to her ſex;. and that 
with much ſatisfaction I had ſeen the execution of my re- 
venge. That this girl could not be perſuaded by an) 

means, but that as a judgement ſhe was ſtricken blind 
for ſome {in the had committed privately, which then 
her conſcience did whiſper in her ear, and undoubted! 


ſight b 
Aiden dd 
this ichievous fact, was by me ſerved a very dirty 
trick, which put himin a ſtinking condition; for having 


7515 aking away the glue, which was done with 


Torn chats” gh ſtools | 


had turned lunatic had ſhe not be ſpeedily reſtored to her f j 


iculty. That he going about to correct me for 1 


dude myſelf laxative on purpoſe, let fly in his face the YT 


firſt laſh given; Pat being upon boys backs ready to be [ 


. whipped, I had often bit holes in their ears; that ano- 
tber time e in a paper, and runing to the 


window with it, which opened into the vard, my aged 


miſtreſs looking vp to ſee who opened the caſement, 1 


for a time deprived her of that ſight ſhe had left. That 


another time Thad watched ſome luſty young girls, that 
uſed in fummer-nights about twelve o'clock to waſh 
themſelves i in a ſmall brook near Adjacent, and that 1 


had concealed myſelf behind a buſh, and when they 


home after me ſtark naked, to the view © their 


were ſtript, took away their cloaths, making them ba WP 
eet- | 
hearts, whom 1 had planted * in a place appointed for that 


purpoſe, having given them notite of my deſign. A 


great many more ſuch tricks he recounted which he 
A8 
kor exampic, on CHiiſindenday, we had à pot "Of plumb- 8 
| broth, | 


knew of, but not the tenth of what he knew not. 


4 


— * 


had liked to have thrown it into h@ mouth; ; "however E 


Hed el Ini... > ertroon,. ES we 


— 
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\ Lafkedthe maid to give me a taſte, to ſee 13 1 
Ke i.them, I ſhould, ſhe faid (this was the maid Thad ſo 
ſerved b befare with glue) and with that, takes 3 UP A ladle 


full, and bid me Arink, {ſhe holding the 12 2dle in herown 
1955 I i ee opening my mouth, ſomewhat 


ger than ſhould have done, ſhe poured: down the 


CE . ga through, my throat; at preſent I could 
not tell th 

J liked them; 112 I vel helieved I had ſwallowed the 
J Cunpowder-plet, expecting every moment to be blown 
up. I took as lit e notice of this paſſage, as poſſibly 1 
A could, reſolving to retaliate her kindneſs when ſhe leaſt 
thought of it, I obſerved the maid to carry this plumb- 
2 pottage-pot into the yard, and taking notice that the 
2 8 of the jack was in the ſame yard, wound up a 
great height under a ſmall pent-houſe, the jack being 
5 1 ſuddenly removed the weight, and faſtned the 


(that 15 ghed till ſhe held her ſides) how 


pot to the line; ſo going into the kitchen, wound i it up 


to the top, and then ſtoped it, tor the meat was taken 
up. The houſe was all in an uproar inſtantly about the 


pot, every one admiring what ſhould become of it: the 


6 maid averred, that ihe Aw! it even now, and none could 
remove it but the devil. Others aſſerted (which were 
inflicted with Puritaniſin) that it was a judgement ſhown 


for the ſuperſtitio Geer of that feaſtival day; 


| but the next day, Toaſting meat, this ſeeming miracle 
Z vaniſhed by the deſcending of the pot faſtned to the jack- 


line. Another time my maſter had reſerved in his gar- 
den ſome choice Aprecocks, not above half a {core 3 
which he purpoſed for ſome friends that intended t6 vi- 


fit him ſhortly; the daily. ſight of this delicate fruit be- 


ing forbidden, tempted me more ſtrongly to attempt 


their rape; but I made choice of an approbrious hour to 


accompliſh my deſign in, for my maſter looked out at 
his window and ſaw me gathering them, though he 
knew not an l whether it was I or not. 14785 


„5 


e 


quickly underſtood his intention; therefore T conveyed 
the Aprecocks into the next boys pocket; I had no ſoo- 
ner done jt, but we were commanded to be ſearched: I 
was very forward to be the firſt, though I was moſt ſul. 
peed, but none was found about me, ſo that I was ac- 
quitted. But to ſee with what amazement the poor boy 
razed, when they were diſcovered about him, how 
ſtrangely he looked, diſtorting his face into ſeveral forms, 
produced laughter even from my incenſed maſter, but 
eal pity from me, for he was ſeverely whipped for that 
crime I myſelf committed, I could recite many more 
ſuch like childith rogueries, did I not fear I ſhould be te- 
- dious in their relation, and burthen the reader with ju- 
venile follies; therefore I ſhall return where I left off. 
- Whilſt my mother was in a ſerious conſultation with her 
reaſon, how ſhe ſhould diſpoſe of me. Thad not patience 
to wait the reſult, but gave her the ſlip, reſolved to run 
dhe riſk of fortune, and try whether my own endea- 
yours would ſuppiy my neceſſities, ern 


CCC ĩ7 TT 


F 


Hl he run from his Mother, and what courſes he ſteered in 
"1 one whole years ramble. And what manner of people they 
vere in whoſe Society he entered himſelf into, diviſon of 


their Tribes, Manners, Cuſtoms, and Languages, 


II was in July when I undertook this my knight. 
I errantry, the fairneſs of the ſeaſon much favoured 
my enterpriſe: thinking I ſhould always enjoy ſuch wea- 

ther, and never be pinched with neceſſity, I went on 
very couragioully, The firft dinner I made was on black 
berries and nuts, eſteemed by me very delicious fare at 

e Ke N , | _— * : 

Frxſt, which delighted me ſo much the more, having not 
FE. ; | my ; 
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my lberty controled. When night approached. it ſeem- : 


ed very ſtrange, finding inſtead of a feather-bed, no other 


ting to lie on but a Haycock, and no covering but the 


- Canopy of Heaven. But confidering with, myſelf that I 
had no:taſk to conſter over night, nor fear of over 
ſleeping myſelf next morning, and ſo be fetched to 
_ ſchool by a guard of my fellow-ſcholars with a lanthorn 
and candle, though the ſun appeared at that time in its 
full luftre; 1 laid myſelf down and ſlept ſoundly, not 
without ſome affrighted dreams: the laſt was of the cat 
of ninetails, which my maſter laid ſo homely, I thought 
that the ſmart made me cry out, and {o Lawaked; as 
then the early Lark, had not with her pretty warbling 
notes, ſummaned the bright watchmen of the night to 
prepare for a retreat; neither had Aurora opened the 
Oriental Gate, to make room for Sols radiant beams, to 
diflipate that gloomy darkneſs that had muifled up our 
Hemiſphere an obſcurity. In the morning I went on in 
my progreſs as the day before; then began a ſhower, of 
tears to fall from my- eyes, conſidering how I had left 
my diſconſolate, and almoſt heart-broken mother, la- 
menting my loſs, and fearing what fatal courſes I might 
take: it was no leſs trouble to me to think that I was 
traveling I knew not -whither, pennyleſs, having no- 
thing but hazel, and brambles to addreſs myſelt to, for 
the appeaſing of hungers approaching gripes. Now I 
began to loath my aforenamed Manna, blackberries, 
nuts, crabs, bullace, &c. and longed to taſte of the Fleſh- 
pots again, but the Devil a bit could I get but what the 
hedges afforded me. All day I thus wandred about, not 
daring to come near any town, having had ſuch. badyſuc- 
ceſs in the laſt when I firſt rambled, and now night com- 
ing on, put me in mind of procuring a lodging ſome- 
what warmer than the other. A barn preſently offered 
_ 3tfelt-to my ſight, which I accoſted, and without delay 
or fear entered into the inchanted caſtle, where I found 


that 


T accommodations for the moſt faithful and valiant Knight 
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that ere ſtrode Saddle for Ladies cies. Hero might I. 

take my choice of variety of freſh ſtraw, but my Weari- 
neſs would: not permit me to compliment my good for- 
tune one jot, and fo I tumbled over head and ears; I 
had not lain there above an hour before I heard a noiſe, 
and peeping out of the ſtraw, being in great fear, I ſaw- - 
many ſtrange creatures come into the barn, for the day- 
Has not yet fhut in. My thoughts preſently reminded, 
me, that I had heard talk of Hobgoblings, Faries, and: 
the like, and judged theſe no other ; and. that which 


confirmed me in this belief, was their garb, and talking. 


to one another in a language I underſtood not (but fince, 
E underſtand it to be Canting) I lay ſtil as long as my. 
fear would permit me, but they furrounding me, I was 
not able to.contain myſelf longer, but cried out aloud, 
Great God have mercy on me, and let not theſe Devils de: 7 0 
ne; and with that, ſtarted out from among them: they 
amazed as much as I, ran for it too, leaving kheir chil- 
dren behind them, every one eſteeming himſelf che hap- 
man which was the foremoſt. 1 looking behind 
me, ſeeing them following me, imagined theſe Devils 
ran upon all fours, and having ſtarted their game were 
reſolved to hunt a poor Leveret to death: concluding 


them long winded hell-hounds, I juaged praying a ſafer 


way than flying, and ſo fell inſtantly upon my knees: 
the 0 es quickly overtook me, and finding me in that 
pa ure, ſoon underſtood whence their fears proceeded, 

hey then ſpoke to me in a language I underſtood, bid- 
ding me not to be afraid; but I had heard the Devil was 
2 har from the beginning, therefore I would not believe 


them. They would have raiſed me from my devotion, 1 


telling me his was enough, and that made me ſuſpeck 
them the more; thinking they deſigned to get me out 
of a praying poſture, that they might have the more 

wer of me. Nothing vreviiled with me, they vowed 


and proteſted they would not injure me in the leaſt, and 


if ould go long g with IDs Ithould tare as cares | 


4s they did, this was a potent argument to perfuation, 
and 74 1 agreed to go along with them back a pins | 
their cry was now for 'Rum-booz (good liquor.) heir 425 
tain not induring to hear ſo ſad a complaint, and not en- 
deavouring to ſupply the neceſſaries complained of, im- 
mediately commanded out four able Maunders (beggars) 
ordering them to go to the next town, every one taking 
apart. Some countrymen gave them drink fearing they 
might fire the houfes in the night, out of en 
I Others, of the more ignorant fort; thought they would 
command infernal ſpirits, and fo harm them that way, 
or do miſchief to their cattle, and therefore would not 
deny them: in a ſhort time theſe four returned laden 
with bub and food. It was preſently placed in the midſt 


olf us, who fat circulary ; then out came the diſhes, eve- 
ry one provided but myſelf, but I was ſoon fupplied by 
3 Aa young Runmert that fat next to me intended for 


ſporting mate. A health went round to the Prince of 
M rn RE another to the great Duke of Clapperdogeons, 
a third to the Ducheſs o  Doxy Dells, and Rum-morts, 
a fourth, to the Earl of Clymes; neither did we forget 
_ Halhy, Abbas, Albumazer, Arcandam, with the reſt of the 
I Waggoners, that ſtrove who ſhall be principal in driving 
Charles his Wain. "Moſt part of the night we ſpent in 
| boozing, pecking rumly or wapping, that. his drinking, 
cating, and whorzeing, according to thoſe terms they 
ule among thenitelves. Jealouſy is a thing they never 
admit in their ſociety, and to make appear howhittle 
they were tainted therewith, the males and females lay 
all together, it being free for any of the fraternity to 
make choice of any Doxy he liked beſt, changing when 
he pleaſed. T hey ſupplied me fo oft with their Runs bob 
Y as they called it, and pleaſed me ſo well in giving me a 
I young Girl to dally with, (though in rags, and a-ſKkin 
artificially coloured) yet I was not ſo ignorant, as not to 
underſtand. good meat, and what properties went. to the 
g a votareſs for Vonus's fer vice. I was {otickled 
in 
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ſake, I was very well content to liſt myſelf one of this 
ragged Regiment. And that which added to the induc- 
ing me to this reſolution, was the want of money, and 
ſuffering ſuch hard fare among the nut- trees. I firſt ac- 
uainted my Doxy with my intent, who gave it vent, 
and broached it to the reſt, who embraced me, and tipt 
to each other a Gage of Booz, and fo went round. The 
fumes of drink had now aſcended into their brain, there- 
fore they couched a hog ſbead, and went to fleep. 
As ſoon as I had reſolved to travel the country with 
them, they fitted me for their company dy ſtriping me, 
and ſelling my garments, cloathing me in rags, Which 
they pined about me, with a ſtitch here and there, ac- 


Libkin or Lodging, we never pulled off our cloaths, for 
I could never have put them on again. Being now à la 
mode Taterdemallion, to compleat me for their purpoſe, 
with grecn Walnuts, they ſo diſcoloured my face, that 


in my fancy with this little companion, that for her 


cording as neceſſity required. When we entered our 


every one that faw me, thought I was the true ſon of 


an Egyptian. Before we marched on, let me give you an 
account of our leaders, and the ranks we were diſpoſed 
in. Our chief commander was called by the name of 
| ele the next to him Uprightman, the next in order 
_ | | 
Hookers, alias Anglers | Prigges ; 
Priggers of Prancers  Stvadd.ors ; 
8 | Curtals 55 
ritters Iriſh toyle 
Sꝛbigmen | Dommerar's 
TFarkmen Glymmerers 
Patri Coca „ | Bawady-baſhets 
Kitchen Coes | Arutcm-morts 
Abram men | Dixies 
Whip Facks } Els 
Counterfeit Crancks | Kitchin-morts 
We muſtercd above threeſcore old and young, and 
: becauſe 


pr 
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becauſe we were too great a compa ny to march together, 
we divided into three ſquadrons. The firſt ſquadron that 
led the van, was ordered by our commander, to flick 
up ſmall boughs all the road they went, that we bs 
know what courſe they ſteered. For like Wild Fowl 

fly one after another, and though we are ſcattered like 
the quarters of a Traitor, yet like water when cut With 
aſword, we eaſily came together again. As the Switzer 


XZ hath his Wench and his Cook with him when he goes to 
Wars: or like a Scotch Army, where every Soldier almoſt 


bath the Geud Wife and the Bearns follos wing him: ſo we 
had every one his Doxy, who carried at her back a £1 
Laby- cheat, and it may be ſud, another in her arms. 
When they are tired of carrying them, they take their 
turns to put them in a pair of Panniers, like green geeſe 
going to market, or like fiſh coming from Rye. Where 
. note, that each diviſion hath a ſmall horſe or two, or 
elſe aſſes to eaſe them of their burdens. Some of us 
were clad Antickly with beils and other toys, meerly to 
WB allure the country people unto us, which moſt common- 
I produced their deſired effects. In ſome places they 
uould flock unto us, in great quantities, and then was 
our time to make our markets. We pretenucy an ac- 
quaintance with the Stars (as having alliance to the 
= | Egyptian Magi, the founders of Aitrologick Art) and 
that the Miniſters of Fate were our Familiars, and ſo 
poſſeſſing theſe poor ignorant people with a belief, that 
we could tell their for tunes by inſpection into either 
hands or faces; whilſt we were ſerioully looking there- 
Jon, one of our diving Comrades picked their pockets, or 
L with a ſharp knife, and a horn on the thumb nit their 
unge. By aſking the filly mild maids queſtions, we ga- 
hered from their own mouths the propereſt reſolutions, 
then would they admire, and in their admiration trem« 
le to hear the truth proceed from the mouth of ſuch as 
ere ſtrangers to their actions, by which means, among 
¶ſome we gained —— — accompanied with fear 
4 2. : 1 
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Did not Aſtrologers make uſe of ſuch ſtratagems, they 
could never acquire ſo much repute among the judici- 
ous, as well as vulgar capacities, and becauſe it falls in 
ſo pat to my preſent purpoſe, I ſhall beg ſo much patience 
from the Reader, as to give him a brief account of ſome 
fallacies Star gaſing Impo/tors uſe to work their own 
ends, and delude credulous people. One whereof 1 

knew, who raiſed his credit (and ſince a conſiderable 
eſtate) upon the baſis of good intelligence. He kept a 
fervant, who conſtantly attended below for the reception 
of ſuch who came for ſatisfaction in the Aſtrological Re- 
ſolution of queſtions. This man's office was to tell the 
uerent, That his Maſter was buſy above, about ſome grand 
concern, but if the perſon would be pleaſed to wait a little while, * 
Till that buſineſs was diſpatched he queſtioned not but that his 
maſarr would render him a ſatisfactory account of what he 
demanded; adding further, (to infuſe into him faith, to 
credit what he ſaid) that though report had ſpoken largely % 
(and yet nothing but what this Artiſt hath merited) yes 8 
all come far ſhort of his real deſert, having done ſuch ſtupens 
digus things, that muſt nerds ( without injuſtice ) be commemo«= 
rized to Eternity and admired by future ages. In the mean 
time, this ſervant endeavoured to pump out of the Pro- 
onant what he came about, which being underſtood, # 

| he gave information to his maſter, by ſo many times ring- * 

ing of a bell. This Item being given, the Querent 1s 
called up, and before ever he can frame his mouth to 
propound his queſtion, this profound Artiſt prevents 
him, ſaying, I know what you came about Sir, (therefore 
fave yourſelf the labour to tell me that which I know already ) * 
you have loft a Watch, a Horſe ; or you would know how you 
ſhall proſper in ſuch a bufineſs, whether Marriage or Employ- 
ment, or any ſuch like common queſtions. This makes the 
Artiſt to be wondered at ; and then erecting a Scheme, # 
poſitively tells him what he muſt expect, and that he 
may give anſwers more exactly concerning ſtolen goods, | 
he was in conſtant fee with Thicf-takers, who from time 
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bed, what the things were, and many times gave him a 
deſcription of the felon. By theſe practiſes men be- 
lieved every word he delivered to be an Oracle; ſo that 
his chambers was daily ſo thronged with the report of 
people, that in a ſhort time his ambition pricked him on 
to purchaſe (with the money he had gained thus fallaci- 
oully) One Story, very remarkable, I ſhall add, and 
then crave your pardon for this my diſgreſſion. One day 
a young gentleman (but of mean eſtate) came to him 
who was more credulous than wife, and more inquiſi- 
tive than prudent; and having not that wealth which 
his prodigality required, deſired inſtructions what courſe 
he was to er to arrive at the port of his wiſhes and 
hopes: viewing him narrowly, he perceived him to be 
a man of a ſweet complexion, and a body well propor- 
tioned; and therefore judged him a fit ſubject for fe- 
male fancies to work upon. Sir, ſaid he, I ſpall give you 
my beſt advice, but I ſhall crave your patience for a little while ; 


3 for a matter of this weight muſt not precipitately be undertaken : 
* | 


therefore if you pleaſe to ſee me to-morrow, what lies in my 
power ſhall be at your ſervice: Being juſt gone it happens 
ed that a Stale Maid, who had more money than beauty, 
and leſs diſcretion than leachery, came to be reſolved of 


6 [ him, When ſhe ſhould be married: ¶ for it ſeems by the ſe- 
quel ſhe could tarry no longer: ] viewing her well, 


though ſhe knew not him, he knew her to be wealthy, 
and nearly related to perſons of quality. Madam, ſaid 
he, I ſhall endeavour your ſatisfation; and fo retire into 
my cloſet. Having ſtaĩd a while he brought out his Fi- 
gure, and with much gravity looking thereupon, he 
thus unridled the Myſterious meaning of the Celeſtial 


Bodies. Madam, you never was much traubled with the ima 

portunate ſuits of amorous Viſitants, | this he gathered fror 

the deformity of her Phyſliognomy |] they all knowing' your 

. indifferency to change your condition, but upon conſiderable 

grounds; by which means yo - bac almft friuftraicd. uber 
| 2 2 4 Ie 
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i be Stars have deſigned for vo J hope it is but lng ſald 
"the, not altogether : for it troubled her very much to hear 
the ſhould leave the world without taſting the ſweets of 
a married life. No, he replied, for if to-morrow about four 
p*clock in the afternoon, you go into OO and there take 
A turn or two in the Uſerſe-Walk, you ſhall there meet with 
a perfon rich and handſome, that at fir fight ſball fall ex- 
'tremely in love with you, flight him not, neither deny him his 
gonjugal propoſal ; if you de, it willbe too late to hope for an 
puſband. Tou. ſhall diſtinguiſh him from others by theſe ſigns : 
1 p60 complexion is fair, his ches ſharp and piercing, his hair 
flaxen, of a middle /tature. Her joy had like to have tran- 
ported her beyond the bounds of modeſty, which ſhe 
could not conceal, but made it appear in a pecuniary 
expreſſion of. her gratitude for ſuch good tidings; and 
Jo promiſing him to follow his counſel, the took herleave. 
The next morning the young Gallant came, who had 
= his leffon given him: but before he went, he made him 
ve a bond of 200dl. to be paid upon the day of his mar- 
Triage with that Gentlewoman; which he gladly con- 
© ſented to, and paid that very ſum within ten days after, 
for according to the directions given him, he met the 
'Gentlewoman deſcribed to him as he had been before to 
her, who at the firſt fight of each other, was incapable | 
of containing themſelves, but mutually embraced [after | 
three or four words paſt] as if he had been her quondam 
- dearly beloved, returned from ſome long voyage, and 
133 not to their reſpective lodgings till their marriage 
was conſumated. But to return where I left off. Thus 
Ve rambled up and down the country; and where the | 
people demeaned themſelves not civil to us by volunta 
3 contributions, their geeſe, hens, &c. or any ſuch articles 
we met with, made us ſatisfaction for their hide-bound 
& 5 ies. Our revenge moſt commonly was very bloody 
O that whatever fell into our hands, never eſcaped alive, 
andi in our murders ſo cruel, that nothing would fatisfy 
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, liearts. viood of what we 3 
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20 8 Kierißtces of © our ir implacable revenge, were innocens 
lambs, ſheep, calves, &c. all of which we handled more 
1 ſeverely than prifoners are by Sergeants when they are 
not paid their unjuſt demands. I ſhould have faid, but 
that by experience I have found, they walk not accord- 


ing to the Rules of Antient Conſtitutions, but are guid- 


ed by the dictates of their infatiate wills, which is their | 


Law, which'poor priſoners muſt indulge, though they 


rack their ſlender credit, or pledge their cloths, or elſe 


they muſt expect leſs kindneſs from them, than a con- 


coming among us, we have a trick to make him ſo wiſe, 
as never to be a Gooſe again: but let the wiſeſt uſe 


What tricks they can, they never can make ſome Ser- 


geant honeſt men, we ſeize the prey, and leave the 


Tragical parts to our Morts or women to act. The ſtage _ 
on which they perform their parts, is either ſome large 


_ demned perſon about to be tied up by the executioner, 
who will ſtay till he is ready to be turned off. A Goole 


Heath or Common, far from any houſe; this being done, | 


and night approaching, we repair to our Dormitories, 


or Houſes of reſt, which are moſtly Barns, which we 


make choice of in ſome poor village, who dare not deny 


us, for fear ere the morning they find their thached 


houſes too hot to hold them. Theſe Barns ſerve us in- 
ſtead of Cook-rooms, Supping-parlours, and Bed-chams 


ner, we cannot Couch a: Hog ſhead, that is to ſay, fleep, 
without good ſtore of Rum-booz, that is, drink, and hav- 


ing ſufficiently warmed our brains with huming liquor, 


which our Lower [Silver] ſhall procure ; if our deceitful 
Maunding | Begging ] cannot we then ſing a catch or two. 


in our own dialect, of which we had plenty 1n ſtore : 


having even wearied ourſelves with drinking and ſing- 
ing, we tumbled promiſcuoully together, Male and Fe- 
male, not confining ourſelves to one conitant Conſort, 
we made uſe of the firſt that came to hand; by which 


Weans jnceſt and adulteries became our paſtizes, By | 
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bers, having ſupt, moſt commonly in a plentiful man- 
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this means I grew weary of their practiſes, and there- 
WW + forcxrefobved to deſert them as ſoon as the firſt opportu · 
WM. nity ſhould offer itſelf, which was in a ſhort time; there- 
| fore at the preſent I ſhall ſay no more of them, only 
give me leave to give ſome ſmall account of their lan- 
guage at this time, which 1 ſhall enlarge upon at a future 
Period. The firft inventor of Canting, as I am inform- 
ed, wss hanged about fourſcore years ſince: ſuch Gib- 
beriſh was never heard of before, ſince which time there 
bath not been wanting ſuch, who having taken great 
pains in the poliſhing, refining, and augmenting that 
| ESE of the Devils Imps. It is a confuſed invention 
of words; for its dialect I cannot find to be grounded 
on any certain Rules; aud no wonder fince the 


ders and Practiſers thereof, are the chief Fathers and 
- Nouriſhers of Diſorder. Yet even. out of that irregu- 
Jarity a man may obſerve ſome kind of form, and ſome 
words do retain ſomething of Scholarſhip, as Togeman a 
Gown, from . Toga Pannam, from Panis Bread; Coſan, 
Caſeus Cheeſe. The monoſyllable Cheat; we uſe as a Re- 
lative, as Nab a Head; Nab- cheat, a Hat, &c. Cove or 
Cin is in general terms a Man; but by adding Bien, 
Which ſignifies good or well, or Quire, which is wicked 
or Knaviſh; you make the word Cove, ſignify an Honef 
man, or a Juſtice of Peace. Pardon the expreſſion, for 
they call a Juſtice £wier Cufin; that is to fay, as before. 
mentioned, a wicked, knaviſh, or fooliſh man. Thus 
much for a taſte, I thing it not prudent at preſent, to 
inſert all thoſe Canting words which are moſt uſed. Hav- 
ing now deſerted this Tawney Crew; I reſolved to betake 
- Myſelf to a new trade; which you ſhall underſtand in 
; the following diſcourſe. | | . 
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Hs FW Tm went a beegin g. What Rules he obſerved therein. 
' What Villanies he committed whilſt he profeſt that myſteriaus 
Art. Coming to London he enters himſelf into the Society 
Ly eggars, diſtinguiſhed by theſe Titles, Clapperdogeans, 

Benfeakers, Dommerars, &c. With a ſhort deſeribil on 

_ of their Manners and Cuſtoms; as alſo 4 Relation 15 4 
e, he committed. | 


CESSITY is a thing better known by the ede, i 
than its character; and of all things the moſt un- 
ſufferable: to prevent which, it puts a man on to ven- 
ture upon all manner of diſhoneſt and dangerous actions, 
ſuggeſting ſtrange imaginations, and deſperate reſotuti- 
ons, ſoliciting things infamous and attempting things 
Impoſſible ; the product of which is only diforder, con- 
fuſion, ſhame, and in the end ruin. But when necef- 


| tity ſhalljoin with an evil diſpoſition, a depraved nature, 


What horred and nefarious facts will it not inſtigate that 
man to perpetrate? and though he ſeeth monthly exams | 
ples of perſons condemned and executed for the like 
crimes he daily practiſeth, will nat forbear nor deſiſt from 
fuch irregular and life deſtroyiag courſes, till they have 
brought them to the like miſerable Cataſtrophe. Ne- 
ply fallen in love with me; and the 
young Virgin baſhffneſs [once my miſtreſs] had for- 
faken me : for as foon as f had pulled but one thread 

out of the Garment, all the reſt unraveled: and ſhe not 
brooking her needed, , changed he her maſter, and io to- 
tallyJeft me. aying now obtained more than A con- 
' venient boldneſs I traveled; and begged with very good 


ſucceſs. But me thought my lite was ſome what uncom- 


fortable without. a companion [ all creatures coveting ſo- 
Giety, but more eſpecially nan: at length according to 
m 


my deſires I met with one, whoſe long practice in this 


art, beſides the obſervations of his predeceſſors, deriv- 
ing his pedigree in a direct line from Prince Prigg, in- 


duced him with fo much {kill as fo furniſh me with the 


knowledge of any thing that belonged to the hberal art 


of begging. We betook ourſelves to the Boozing-Ken 
and having bubbed rumly, we concluded an everlaſting 


friendſhip. Then did he recount to me the moſt mate- 


rial things obſervable in our profeſſion. Firſt, he tuned 
my voice to that pitch which might moſt of all raiſe com- 


paſſion; next what form of prayer I was to uſe upon ſuch 
an occaſion, varying according to the humor of thoſe 


perſons that I craved charity of; then he told me when 


we came to London, he would acquaint me what places 
were moi fit for our purpoſe, and whit times. That I 
ought not to be too impedent to ſome, always wiſhing 


well, and loudly praying for the health and ſafety of ef- 


tate and limbs of ſuch as denied me alms; but more eſ- 
pecially pronounce a God bleſs you Maſter, and let Heaven 
reward what you have here done on earth, if any thing is 
beſtowed on me. / any ſhould pity my nahednefs, and 
cloath me in garments <without holes in them. T ſhould wear 
them us longer than in the Donors fight, reſerving my rags to 


re-inve/t myſelf, and ſell the other, as unfit and ſcandalous to 
our occupation. T hat we ſhould never beg far from one anos 


ther, and at nights faithfully ſhare the gains. - Moreover, 
he informed me the way to make all ſorts of ſores and 


lameneſs. That within the tattered rags, there be places 


rovided for private conveyance ; ſome of mature age, 
xf they have no children, rent them of ſuch as have; but 


e had no occaſion for this fallacy. That if I faw a door 


open, I ſhould walk in boldly; if I met any in the way, 


I ſhould then in a very ſubmiſſive manner implore their 


help in the relieving my want, never deſiring any thing 
but what was of {mall value, one half-penny, farthing, 
or ſome broken cruſt, [it at a door] pretending not eat- 
ing of a bit in two days. If the paſſage was clear, whip 
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ſtreet : for then will thoſe that pals by, judge I have no 


away what was neareſt to hand. That the tinie-of riſing 
in the morning be very early, ſhewing myſelf in the 


other lodging but what a itall affords, that way procur- 
ing relief from pitiful minded perſons, and to continue 
| begging till the evening; when it begins to be duſk, if 


any then walk ſingly, accoſt him in a begging form; 
coming up fo cloſe, as that you may knock him down + 


with a Truncheon, carried about for that purpoſe; which 


is done ſecurely, and many times with a good booty. 
Being full fraught with theſe, and many more pre- 


cepts he delivered, we ſet forth on our progreſs. We 
had not gone far, before we were ſurpriſed by the Con- 
{table, as to ſturdy. Vagrants, and as handjel to my new 


trade, we were both ſoundly whipped out of town. TO 


avoid this danger for the time to come, we miſt all the 


| towns. of any conſiderable note in our way, and only 
| frequented Villages; nay at laſt we were forced not only 


to avoid them but the highways too: for Travellers ob- 
{ſerved our Garb, Countenances, and Weapons, which 


was a Battoon, ſuſpected us, would before they came 
near us, ſet ſpurs to their horſes and ride as if the Devil 


drove them. Many petty rogueries we performed by 


the way, not worthy of mention, and therefore I ſhall _ 


paſs them over; only this I ſhall inſert. .. 
Travelling over a field, we ſtumbled on a 77aker and 
his Trull lying by an hedge-ſide, I knew not what ta 


Ja Serpent near adjacent, a potent creature, mighty in 


ſtrength, and of a vaſt proportion, who had lately ſtung 


ſeveral as well as they. It ſeemed very ſtrange to us, 
eſpecially having heard not the leaf report thereof. To 
be ſhort, I deſired them to flievr us the place of his re- 
ſidence, which they readily conſented to, inſtead of this 
venomous Animal, they only brought us to its reprs- 
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chink at firſt they lay ſo ſtill, with much pulling and 
ſtiring they awaked; I aſked them what they lay there 
for? they anſwered me, that they were lately bitten by 


TD. 


ſentation in à ſign, where a Cup of beer was ſold, no- 


table hungry Geer. The people liked the Tinker and 


his Female Comrade well enough, but would not admit 
of us, till we ſhewed them money: for our veſtments 
looked like the gleanings of a Rag-merchants yard, We 
drank ſtifly till we hid the Woman aſleep again: ſtill 
the Tinker bore up, ſhe had not ſlept long, but up ſhe 


ſtarted, pulled up her coats, and in our preſence, piſſed 


in the middle of the room and ſo ſat herſelf down, Which 
action could not but produce much laughter from me 
and my Comrade. At laſt the Tinker fell afleep too, 
having added ſo much to his former burden that he was 
no longer able to ſtand under it, now had my wits 
enough to work on: but finding myſelf very drowſy, 
for the ſtrength of the drink had almoſt overpoured me, 
I was forced to adviſe with my friend what courſe was 
beſt to make me a little more ſober: he was fo well 
known in ſuch matters (being an old experienced pitcher- 
man) that he quickly conſulted me what to do, he him- 
ſelf being not in the leait diſturbed. This was his ad- 
vice which he did put in practice, he got a pail full of 
water, and fo taking me up by the heels, he put my 
head therein; holding me in that manner fo long that 
the Pail had like to have proved the Ferry-boat that 
thould watt me over the Stygian Lake; this ſo qualified. 
the heat my head had contracted by my exceflive drink- 

ing of 'that ſtrong liquor, that I found it had wrought 
its deſired effects. | | I Ln 

After this, we ranſacked their pockets, but found 
little in the Linkers; but ſearching the woman in a pri- 
vate place between her pocket and placket ; we there 
diſcovered ſomething conſiderable. Having fo done, we. 
thought it high time to be gone, but firſt we reſolved to 

make ſome ſport for their money, which was thus, I 

tied to cach of their Girdles a laggon pot, and to each a 
Label of verſes, and ſo tript of, The Hoſt ſeeing us go 
out of doors with more than ordinary ſpced, ran into 
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the room where 4 Tinker and his Lady were: "ie ſud- 
denly. awaked them, telling them that we were gone. 
Hearing this they haſtily ſtarted up, and reeling ran to 
covertalce us: the Maſter of the houſe ſeeing his pots 
dangling at their breech, ran after the Tinker, crying, 
Stop them, top the theviſh Tinker, ſtop the Whore \with my 
pot. We were wiſer than to ſtay to hear how the Tinker 
and his Trull came off, or to hear the laughter that we 
undoubtedly raiſed by this contrivance, but directed 
our courſe for London; where we arrived ſoon enough, 
nay too late for ſome. This out- cry ſoon alarmed the 
cars of his Neighbours, who with the Hoſt ſeizing on 
them, and carrying them back, gave us an opportunity 
for our eſcape. Ihe lines that were about the enn 
Pot, were theſe to my beſt remembrance; 


* 


1 but Hing, or only bite fe ds, 
To numb the ſence, fo lay men faſt aſleep; 


Mit acts far greater things, Ill ſay no more: 
Du have payed for flecping Sir, next cleer the rr 


- 


Thoſe that were faſtned to the Womans Pot were theſe: : 


'T: was not the Serpent but "Prin beer that n 
The vent being ſtopt, the Drink MOOG gk the 


Bung. 


I had like to have forgot to give you an account of 3 
merry paſſage that happened upon the road we traveled 
on; beating the hoof we overtook a Cart, but in the 
name of Rabbi Abraham, what think you was in it? In 
troth even a ſquadron of the Taterdemallion Regiment ; 
ſome pretended blind, others their legs tied np. in 
ſtring. A third ſort having a dead Palſy over Mο 
fide. A fourth ſo lame as if he never had any „ 
We fell into diſcourſe, aſking them whither they were 
bound, they anſwered us: every one for his OWN COUNs 
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PRI Fark * been already jibed (aid one) that 1s flog is at 
the toi ,ρ pg, and now enjoy the benefit of a "Paſs, 
The ſurly rogue the Carter obſerving our familiar talk, 
made a fland, ſpeaking to us after this manner. Why 
how aow Gentlemen, how dropt you out of the Cart ? 
What, you go on foot and your brethren ride? It thall 
not be; ealc your legs, come I will lend you an hand. I 
was about to reply, when a man came along who knew 
His Carter, and aſked him what he would do with them 
Cripples. Introth ſaid he, to tell you the truth, I am 
going to Kilum (a town it ſeems on the borders of Ox: 


Fordfpire.) Hearing this, I knew not what to think on't, 
but conſulted-with the aſpect of the cared crew. Their 
- faces diſcovered nothing but ſcenes of danger, ſo that 
now I perceived their thoughts were ſolely employed 
about their eſcape, which they did ſoon put in execu- 


tion. For forthwith the ſtrings were cut that tied up 


their legs, who ſilently ſlid out of the cart one after ano- 
ther for fear of diſcovery. the blind could ſee there road 
don ton, the paralitick could run as faſt as a Hare; the 


fellow drove on, ſtill, not miſſing his company, at laſt, 
looking about, he one runing this way, another that 


Way, a third contrary to either, a : fourth was hiding him- 
elt in a buſh, thus they were all diſperſt: Could you 
put 3 imagine the various poſtures their cauſeleſs fear put 
them in, you would be a great ſharer with me in laugh- 


ter, I could not retain myſelf from; this ſtury put me 


an ming of the like : miſtake, whoſe Fe ITE proved more 

fatal in the time of the inteſtine Wars in Ireland: A 

Troqaper met with a Sculague or Country-fellow, and de- 

manded of him from hence he came, he anſwered from 

 Silkoanium: whither art thou going? to Killmore ſaid 

; he; with that the Sal dier ſwore he ſhould not kill FE, 
and io piſtoled him, 


Coming up to Lendon, we ſtraight way betook our. 


\ has to Næwing ten Buts, but by the \ way, my friend 


could not forbear calling on by friends in Kent-ftreet, 
"therg 


"\” 3-005 ® 
there they gave me a nick name; and my Comrade im- 
moles fall to Work, to put himſelf into an equipage 
fit for the employment we had undertaken. | He needed 
not to alter his habit, but his chief aim was to make 
counterfeit Sores or Clymes, according to the term of 
Art that is given them. With the aſſiſtance of ſome of 
the Fraternity, he had in an hours time, ſuch a leg, that 
1 could hardly look upon it without even droping 
down; and thus they made it; they took unſlecked 
lime and ſoap, mingled with the ruſt of old iron; theſe 
being well tempered bc onenge they ſpread it thick on 
two pieces of leather, which they applied to his leg, 
binging it thereunto very hard, which in a ſhort time 
did fret off the ſkin, the fleſh appearing all raw; then 
did they take blood and rubed it all over his leg; which 
being fully dried, made the leg appear all black, the fore 
they did only Ict peep out of the holes of ſive or fix - 
matteriſh clouts. He ſoon got us a Doæy too, with a 
couple of children, (the fitter for our purpoſe) the one 
to carry in her arms, and the other tolead, Providing 
for himſelf and me a good luſty Tilch or Stick, with a 


hole at the end thereof, to put in a hook if occaſion 


ſhould ſerve, to filch any thing off hedges, &c. Away 
we went into Moorfields, he would have made me à Clyme 
too, or an Artificial ſore; but, my ſtomach would no 
ways. accept of his kindnefs. Coming into the Fields, 
he planted me in à convenient place, the Doxy with her 
Lullaby-cheats in another; and himſelf in a third not far 
diſtant from one another, that one might catchthe others 
Maunding at the rebound. I obſerved my Friend and 
Rogue diligently, what he did, for my own information. 
One would have fworn he had been a abſolutely lame, for 
(about to lie down) he {lid to the earth by his ſtaff; be- 
ing on the ground, the firſt thing I took notice of; was 

the pitious diſtorting of his face into various forms to 
ſtir up compaſſion in Juch as pailed by him; to which he 


aadded 2 moſt dgleful poiſe to this effect; ur Colle ke. 
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ome tender hearted chriſtians, caft through your merciful eyes 
one pitifee lool upon a fore lame, and miſerable r wwretch : be- 
one penny or halfsopenny upon him that his ready to periſh. 
I knew. not how to tune my voice, for hearkning to 
him; which he obſerved (when all the people were paſſed 
by) he held up his ſtick at me, a ſtrong argument of his 
great difplcaſure, which leſt I might further incur, I was 
forced to tone it out to ſome purpoſe. ' Night approach. 


ing, we left of beging, reſolved to recreate ourſelves _ 


with what we had got: in the way home, I faw a very 
fine piece of beef lying on a Butchers ſtall, the woman 
that kept the ſhop was telling a Goſſips tale to her neigh- 
bour ſo intentively, as I thought I might ſeize on my 
prey, and ine never the wiſer; with that I boldly ſnatch- 
ed it up; which an oppoſite Neighbour perceiving, ran 
after me, and foon took me. I was brought back be- 
fore the woman, who was ſo wiſe, that the would not 
receive Stolen Goods, though they were her own; and 


ſo enraged ſhe was, that nothing would ferve her turn, 


but I muit go before a Juſtice; and to add to my puniſh- 
ment, ſhe made me carry the ſtolen beef openly. Com- 
ing before his Worſhip, my accufation was read, aggra- 


vated by many feigned circumſtances, the pitiful and fad 


caſts of my eyes was all the rhetorick I uſed in my own 


vindication, which the merciful Juſtice perceiving they 


were ſo prevalent, as to gain fome favour from him, 
whereupen he aſked the woman what ſhe valued her 
beet at? #/hy (ſaid ſhe) I would not have abated one penny 
of 4 five ſhillings. Take beed what you ſuy good woman (fard 

e) for ſpeuld you fear this, it is enough to hung him. 0 
Lord Sir (ſaid the) 1 would not hang him fer a world; then 
faid his Worſhip, Tow mut prize it under thirteen pence 


- paif-penn; FE Whereupon the Butchers, Wife'was content 


to value it at cight-pence, Ihe price being ſet, the beef 


Was conveyed i into the Juſtices kitchen, I ſent to priſon, 


and the woman put to her oath ; having fworn, my 
Mittimus was made, and enen ſent to priſon, The 


woman 
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woman now - thoug ht ſhe ſhould Rhee her Beef ſorely, 


and without any 98 in the reception, and ES | 


demanding it; but the Juſtice told her he would buy it 
of her, and 0 aſked her what ſhe would have for it: 
Sir (Haid the) five ſhillings; I cannot afford it one farthing 
under. How! (aid he) did you not ſcocar but even now, it 
dg worth but eight-pence, and do you new talk of five ſhil- 
dings? a meer cheat, extortioner, &c. Make her Mittimus 
_ (fpeaking to his Clerk) which ſo terrified the woman, 
that ſhe cried out moſt pitiouſly; good your Worſhip, 
do not fend me to priſon, and do with me what you 
pleaſe. The Juſtice at this looked ſtedfaſtly upon her 
(who was not ſo old but that he could diſcern a hand- 
ſome woman when he faw her,) and indeed generally 
you Butchers have jolly handſome wives; other wiſe they 
may be aſhamed to ſerve ſeven years in handling and 
chooſing good fleſh for others, and at laſt know not how 
to make choice of a fine young plump bit for themſelves. 
[ fay, the Juſtice looking upon her, ſmiled, yet ſeemed: 
to reprove her ſharply, and at laſt pretending he had 
{omething to tell her that he would not have every one 
to hear, carried her into a drawing room, where they 
{taid not long, but out the came and declared openly, that 
ſhe would' never defire more juſtice done her, then that 
good and juſt Juſtice (as ſhe called him) had ſhown her. 
And as I underſtood afterwards, he did her ſo much 
right, that ſhe ſent him in half a dozen bottles of Canary, 
and ſupt with him on her own fleſh; I in the mean time 
wiſhed them both choaked in the eating thereof; for 
never did Romen Catholic endure greater and ſeverer 
penance for eating fleſh on Good Friday; ; than I for covet- 
ing this; I have loved a Capon the better for it ever ſince. 
ior I was no ſooner gotten out into the ſtreet, but 1 
nad a hundred people about me, crying which is the 
young Rogue; this, this is he ſaid the Butcher, pretend- 
ing to lay his hand upon my ſhoulder, bat gave mea nip 
by the car, which made me roar out ſo loud and ſo ſud- 
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of young curs to track the ſcent, but they were ſoon 18 


1 0 


denly unespected, chat my Gentleman Uher that was 


leading me by the arm to the White Lion, ſtarting, let go 


his bold. There was no dallying with ſo fair an oppor- 


tunity, fear and love of ſweet liberty ſo winged my feet, 
that runing inſtantly hereupon, I was gotten pꝓreſently a 


great way before them. The Harmanbec or C anftable, 


ſeeing this, unable to run himſelf by reaſon of this great 


load of fleſh he conſtantly carried about him, ſet a pack 


at a 8 and ſo Leſcaped their churches. 1 031 
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Whilh a Beggar what cunning tricks be in tel un. 


diſcovered, and how at laſt ſerved, being caught ipſo 
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facto. A Merchant ſeeing him beging, took a fancy io 


him, conducts him to. his Houſe, and entertains him as bir 
Servant. | 1 


HE next day 1. went into Lol s ta Fields, where 


I faw 4 company of Rogues, Cheats, &c. playing 
at Pidgeon-holes (a game much practiſed there, and in. 


Moeorjields, by ſuch miſchievous and lazy Raſcals) grow-- 
ing very hungry, I ſingled. out two or three of the fiteſt 


for my purpoſe in aſſiſting or contriving Roguery; à 


ütttle riſing 2 5 was our counſel-table, where we 


conſulted what ſtratagems would beſt take and were leaſt 


known. Come Gentlemen ſaid I [for the Liberal Sci- 
ence or ancient profeſſion they ſtudied was enough to 
gentelize them] what money have ye, we muſt have 


good liquor that Mall warm our bloods, enliven and un- 
thaw 
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thaw our congealed ſpirits, and make our inventions 
and fancies as nimble as lightning. Faith, ſaid one, 1 
have but three pence; yet that you may ſee how well 
qualified I am for your company, Pl have money for 
you preſently. He was not gone much above half an 
hour but merrily he came to us; ſitting down, he de- 
fired me to put my hand down his neck, between his 
waiſtcoat and ſhirt, which accofdingly I did, but was 
ſurprized to find there ſome raſhers of Bacon, which I 
produced to the company. Very impottunate I was 
with him, to know what it meant, and how they came 
there. Give me attention (ſaid he) and I will unravel 
this riddle thus: Walking along the ſtreets leifurely, 
ſtrictly eying any thing on which I might ſeize ſecurely 
and advantageoully, at length I faw a good pitiful old 
woman (for ſo ſhe feemed to me by her countenance) 
ſelling bacon, who, I obſerved, put what money ſhe 
100 Mn a pocket made in her apron. Upon this 
ſight, Fancy methought ſuggeſted to me that her money 
was as ſurely mine as if I had already confined it cloſe 
priſoner in my leathern dungeon. And thus I wrought 
my deſign; Good woman, faid I, (ſpeaking in a whining 
tone) how do you fell your bacon a pound? Sevens 
pence, ſaid ſhe, whereupon I began a lamentable oration, 
telling her that I would willingly have half a pound but 
that I had but three-pence: that my maſter was a very 
cruel man, half ' ſtarving his ſcrvants; come give me 
| 708 money, firrah, ſaid ſhe, for once you fhall have it 
o; weighing it, I defired her to cut it into flices, and 
thruſt it down my back; ſhe aſked my reaſon for it, 1 
told her that my maſter uſually ſearched me, and ſhould 
he find any ſuch thing in my pockets, he would half 
murder me. Alas, poor boy, (quoth the good old wo- 
man) lean down thy head towards me, ſurely I will do 
thee that ſmall kindneſs. Whilſt ſhe was larding my 
back, I got my hands underneath her apron; andwith 
a ſhort knife nipt oil the bottom of her pockety” and 
BO - & _— 
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thus have I done my part to „ prockird you both food and 
money. As I looked on this as baſe ingratitude, ſo 1 
could not but tacitly within myſelf both condemn and 


abhor ſuch ſociety, remembering the words of Juvenal, 
Ingratos ante omnia pone ſodales—Of all Nennen we ſhould 


hun moſt the ingrateful. 

Neither could I forbear (though I was. joyful as the 
purchaſe) to read him a public lecture on his ingratitude; 
what, faid I, ſhall we find gratitude in beaſts, as in the 
Lion' that was healed by Andronicus in the wood, which 
afterwards ſaved his life in the theatre, and yet ſhall we 
be unthanktul ! I have read a ftory.of an Aſp that was 
kept, and nouriſhed by an huſbandman at his own table, 
feeding him there daily ; at laſt ſhe brought forth two 


- Young ones, one whereof poiſoned the huſbandman's 


fon, the old one, as my author tells me, in fight of the 


father, killed the offender ; and, as if aſhamed of his in- 


gratitude, departed the houſe with the other, and was 
not {een after. I would have proceeded, but that they 


told me if I did, they would have no men of morals. in 


their company, and fo away we went to Beggars Hall, 


hard by, where we called luſtily. Fearing we ſhould | 


ſpend al the money, I deſired the company that ſome 
ſmall portion might be left in my hands as a ſtock to 
trade on, Which they conſented to. 

Having feaſted ourſelves well, before we departed, the 
next day” s meeting was appointed, when and where. 
Againſt the time, I had made a quantity of ſerpents, 
crackers, &c. and brought them with me. When firſt I 
ſhewed them, they all fell out a laughing, to think I 
could improve our ſtock by ſuch devices. Have but 
the patience to hear me, faid I, and then condemn me 
if you ſce cauſc. Ever ſince 1 parted from you I have 
been racking my invention to find out ſome way where- 


by I might render myſelf both deſerved of, and acceptable 


to your company, and I think this my firſt diſcovery 
will do it; I wouid have you Tack, Tom, and Will, take 


An 
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an equal quantity of crackers aus Es and anon at 


night let us go into the market where each of you ſhall 
obſerve each of us: wherever we make a ſtand, be ſure 
you throw a ſerpent, &c. at that very place; and then 
will we take the opportunity of the people's confuſion 


and fright, and fo march off with what we can lay 


hands on. This plot was very well liked of by all. The 
evening approaching [| it being near November] we went 


to put what I had contrived in execution; the firſt that 
was thrown was where I ſtood, which fell into the baſket 


on which a market woman fate, the woman ſtarting to 
extinguiſh it, ſuddenly it bounced in her face, the ſmoak 
whereof and powder, for a little time ſo blinded her, 

that ſhe could not ſee me walk off with a ſhoulder of 


mutton; my comrades had the like ſucceſs with a pig 


and a gooſe. Having done enough, as we thought, for 


that time, we went to a place of our acquaintance, where 


we had the mutton, pig, and gooſe roaſted, giving the 


landlord the pig for dreſſing, bread, and drink. We 


were ſo ſucceſsful in the firſt, that we nch ſeveral trials 


afterwards not ineffectual ; but in fine, I found the pro- 
verb veritiee, The pitcher goes not fo often to the well, but 


that it comes Zome cracked at laſt. One time I went, and 
having ordered them to do as they had done before, 4 | 


ſerpent came flying on the woman's ſtall where I ſtood, 


and fell into her lap, which being bruſhed off, fell under- 
neath her coats, and there burſt; in the mean while 1 
had got a loin of veal, and was trooping off with it, the 


' woman miſling it, ſuſpected me by my great haſte, fol- 


lowed me, and laying hands on me, found her meat 
under my coat. O dave I caught you, Mr. Thief.— 
Miſtake not, good woman, ſaid 5 it is no ſuch matter; 
for as I ſtood i by your ſtall, the wild fire which ſome un- 
happy knaves jew, ſo ſcarred me, that having your 
meat in my hand at that time, n it, I was fo 
affrighted, that I ran away with your veil to ſhun the 
danger, forgetting to lay i 2. down, wherefore pray tako 

it 
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it again. Taking her meat, here is a poor excuſe indeed, 
faid ſhe, but this ſhall not ſerve your turn, and with 
that, gave me two or three ſuch blows on my chops, 
that I yerily thought ſhe had made me ſwallow half my 
teeth, Another who had heard our diſcourſe takes me 
to taſk after this manner: Come, ſirrah, you love the 
fleſh well, but tis fit you ſhould pay for it; and it is 
but juſt if you will have my fleſh, I ſhould have ſome 
of yours: up ſtraight he ſnatches a knife, and holding 
me by the ear, I verily thought he would have marked 
me as he uſed to do his calves. My crying and praying 
Jo fair prevailed, that he only kicked me to his next 
- neighbour, and ſo from one to another, ſo that though _ 
it cannot be {aid I ran the gauntlet, yet between the pan- 
niers on both ſides, I was kicked the gauntlet from the 
Standard in Cheap/ide to the Conduit at the lower end 
thereof. This unhappy adventure made me betake my- 
ſelf to my old courſe of begging, reſolving gs yet not to 
deal in that trade I had little experience in, 

One day as I was begging more fervently than for- 
meriy, having got not one penny that day, fo that 1 
found 2 civil war between my guts and ſtomach, yet 
knew nat how to ſalve up the difference, neither wauld 
they hearken to any thing but a bill of fare; in the 
midſt of this combuſtion, a tradeſman of no mean qua- 
lity paſſing by, took a en to me, being extra- 

ordinarily pleaſed with the form of my face and body, 
He aſked me whence I came? what my parents were? 
and what I intended? I anſwered him with well con; 
trived forgeries, that ſexmed ta give him great fatisfac- +} 
tion: liking well both my ſpeech and underſtanding, he 
bade me follo him, which accordingly I did; having 
conducted me to his houſe, he preſented me to his wife, 
my intended miſtreſs, telling her his reſolution of re- 
ceiving me into his ſeryice; at which ſhe bleſt herſelf, 
faying, Prithee, ſtocetheart, from what dunghill did/t thou 
Pick up this ſhakerag, this /quire of the body? this thing | 
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b reſp up in 3 ? this ſeare crow, what ſhall I call him? 
| [for Iam ſure I had but fe cloaths on, but what were 
rather fit to dung ground, than to be ſent to the paper- 
mill] Said my maſter, reſt yourſelf ſatisfied, ſinee it is 
my pleaſure, this ſhall be ſo; neither can I give you any 


reaſon for my fancy. Whereupon he commanded me 


to be ſtripped, and well waſhed; in the mean time 
cloaths were provided for me, a ſuit of one of his ap- 
prentices. A great veſſel like Cornelius's tub, was filled 
with water to bathe me, but ſo cunningly ſet by the 


maids, though privately, that they might ſee me all 


over none It was my good fortune to abſerve my 


miſtreſs ſtanding 1 in a private place on purpoſe to ſee me: 


diſmantled; and after I was waſhed, the commended. 
the whiteneſs of my ſkin and well proportioned limbs; 
and by the conſequent, approved all within herſelf, for 
I was then a ſtubbed lad. Being new clothed, and raiſed "Mi 
to this unexpected fortune, how ſtrangely did this vain | 
blaſt puff up my empty pate! however, I was reſolved 
to carry myſelf diſcretly, leſt I ſhould overtho the ſtate 
I was then in, not yet well ſettled; wherefore I be- 
haved myſelf very reſpectfully towards my maſter, and 
ſerved him as punctually as I could, endeavouring that 
my ſervice ſhould requite his kindneſs in as s ge mea, 
ſure as my abilities could perform. | 
My endeavour was not only to pleaſe my maden but 
my miſtreſs too, even in the meaneſt ſervices; ſo of- 
ficious to her, that I was ready to perform the office of a” 
chamber-maid, The maid ſervants I obliged alſo, by 
doing their duty, ſuch as making the fires, "waſhing theses 
kitchen, nimbly and willingly doing any thing the 
would have me; which ſo ingratiated myſelf among 
them, that I always had their eſtimation among them- 
ſelves, and good word to my maſter and miſtreſs, when 
accaſion ſerved. Very careful I was not to report what 
I heard, leſt I by that means, involved myſelf into the 


affairs of others, without adyaptage to myſelf ; eta by 
ng 
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meddling in others' matters, I ſhould breed animoſity 


among them, and reap juſt hatred to myſelf, when diſ- 


covered to be the too too buſy intelligencer. This I 


looked on as an undeniable maxim, that nothing more 
recommends a man, than a filent tongue, unleſs neceſſity 
required the contrary : a fair complaifant carriage, and 
a faithful heart. My maſter in a humour would ſfome- 
times find fault with me, but then it was my chiefeſt 
care not to reply, knowing that what ſhould be alledged 
as to my juſt vindication, would but aggravate his ſpirits, - 
being paſſionate, always punctually performing what 
was commanded me. To try my fidelity, he would lay 


A ſix-pence on the counter, or in the window, as if it 


had been left there forgotten ; I was wiſer than to be 
caught fo, and therefore would inſtantly carry him the - 
money. One time ſending me out to buy ſomething, 


inſtead of a ſhilling he gave me, among other money, 
à piece of gold; I took no notice of it then, but being 


gone a little Way, I came running back out of breath to 


return him the piece; this and the like made my maſter 


ſtand amazed at my ſeeming honeſty. A ſtrange al- 


teration you will fay; but all this was only to get a 


good eſteem, whereby I might gain faſt footing. What 


| chough I underwent a great deal of pains, and had my 


patience tried to the height ; yet I gained much in the 


. end, had God given me grace rightly to uſe it, and the 
baſeneſs of my nature not perſuaded me to abuſe it; 1 
had got ſo much credit with my maſter, by my civil be- 


haviour, that he raiſed me, gradatim, ſtep by ſtep.— 
Being ignorant of Arithmetic, he cauſed a maſter to 
come to his houſe to inſtruct me, which I ſoon appre- 
hended, and by that means capacitated to keep his ac- 


compts, which was the thing I aimed at, intending 


thereby the proſecution of my own ends, notwithſtand- 


Ing my pretended fidelity, and his real kindneſs to me 


undeſerved ; which puts me in mind of the concluſion 
of an epitaph I have read on a tomb, which the maſter. | 
EE „ ereced - 


CH, 


| Aba for the perpetual commemoration of his fer 
vant's cordial reſpect and honeſty. 


Few oft this tomb flone, ſince we ſeldom ind, 
4 EE faithful, and his maſter kind. 


Nou to the intent l might complete my conqueſt of 
his heart, I pretended myſelf an Independant, not omit- 
ting any opportunity of going to their meetings; and 
upon all occaſions would rail againſt ſteeple-houſes, as 
we called them, and tear the bithops' Holland fleeves to 

pieces, calling them the impure rags of the Babyloniſh 
 whore's ſmack, &c. I would pray mornings and even- 
ings ſo loud, ſo late, and ſo early, that my neighbours 
could hardly ſleep for me, much leſs thoſe of our family: 
notwithſtanding all this piety, not a day paſted wherein 


I cheated not my maſter. Thus did I delude his eyes 


with pretended ſanctity, yet concluded with the 9 | 


Let me ſcem juſt, to cheat the better ſhrewd. 
Let my accents be hidden in a cloud. | 


B much did I filly fool deceive myſelf, thinking | 
myſelf ſecure, becauſe no mortal eye faw me. Be not 
thus cheated- as I was, for aſſure yourielf there is no 
darkneſs fo thick and obſcure, which the All- ſeeing 515 3 
| Eternal Piercing eye cannot penetrate. | 


 Cernit Deus omnia vindex. 2 
A paſſage femarkable in Eraſmus I read to this pur. 
poſe concerning a young gentleman, whom a wanton 
lady tempted, who uſed this expreſſion as his laſt and 
beſt refuge. Art thou not aſhamed to do that in the fight 
of thy Mater, and the holy angels, which thou art aſhamed 
to do in the Night of men. We are afraid of diſgrace with 
men, not caring for the grace of God. 


CHAP. 
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How he reins acquainted with lewd and vicious apprentices. 


What trade they drove together, what places and times of 
meeting, what devices he found out to cheat his maſter ; 
and what ways he had to ſpend it Ao at Wee onable 

hours, en wine, Wenehes, Sc. | 


Was as officious at home, as reſerved "EE al com- 
, pany, never ſtirring forth unleſs called by my maſ- 
ter's buſineſs, till my next neighbour's man intruded 


himſelf into my acquaintance ; who ſo far inſinuated 


himſelf into my affections, that I was in a manner wholly 
ruled by him. He and I met on a time abroad, and 
would not be denied but he muſt needs faſten a olaſs of 


wine, conducting me to, a tavern where the drawer, as 


he ſaid, was his friend. After ſeveral congratulations 


paſt, order was given for a pint of Canary: being gone 
to draw it, this young man began to tell me what an 


© honeſt fellow this Ralph the drawer was; which words 


he had no ſooner uttered, but I heard him cry at the 


bar, A pint of white wine in the roſe ſcore ; and imme- 


diately in he brings it, and in formality a glaſs, but we 
made no uſe of it, for he was fearful his maſter would 
diſcover the cheat, and therefore deſired us to be Cory 


in the diſpatch, and ſo we made but two_draugh 


thereof. Away he goes again, and brings in anot! bs 
not after the ſame manner, but crying it right, bringing 
withal a quart bottle in his cod-piece. Now, gentlemen, 


faid hz, uſing your diſcretion, you may fit and talk freely, 


zwithout fear or ſuſpicion, uſing your glaſs, and when your 
pint is empty fill him again, you ſhall not want for 
liquor lads. This ſomething amazed me at firſt, till 


my neighbour Thomas told me that this was frequent, 


and that he and two or three friends at any time could 
<A | | 1 be. 
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be drunk for — a piece. Came, coine, you are: but + 
4 novice, ſaid he, but if e will be ruled by me, I'll ſhew 
you the way to ſoften the cord of bondage, 10 make the long 
time of a ſeven years apprentiſhip ſeem fort, by living as 
merry, nay, mor“ jovial than bur maſters. They may be diſa 
tracted with care how to precure necefaries; pay rent, and 
ſatisfy creditors, whilſt aue have none of theſe prefſures- and 
 diſeurbances on our ſpirits ; what though we have an harſh 
word or a ſmart blow, it may be a broken. pale: we will make 
his till ſpring a leak for it, or his goods go to pot, and break 
him. at laſt tes, it may be his proviſion is neither dainty nor 
plentiful ; nay, reſtrained from our liberty though tis only by 
day, doe will be maſters of our own at night, no wanting any 
thing. that may conduce 10 mirth, or the delectation LE our 
inſatiate ſenſes. err | 
I aſked, how. ents this be 8 ; bay a if 1 

would ſwear to be ſecret and faithful, and become a 
brother. of the ſociety, he would, not only tell me how - 
all this, before recited, might be performed, but would 

likewiſe introduce me into the Place where theſe jolly 
blades uſed. to congregate. I ſoon conſented, rejoicing 
exceedingly at this blefled opportunity, as 1 thought it, 
wherein I might fail in the ocean of delight, baund for. 


no other port but that of pleaſure or profit, never con- 


ſidering the inevitable quick ſands which ſuch meet 
withal, ſteering that courſe, having no other compaſs to 
ſail by than their own fancy. Very eager I was to have. 
him inform my judgment with what at preſent, [ under- 
ſtood not3but. doubted not in a little time to be as for- 
ward as the foremoſt in any moral wickedneſs. Firſt, 
be informed me, that I muſt inſinuate myſelf into the 

| maids favour, ſo that when occaſion ſhould require, the 

may let you have the key of the freet-door, or elſe fit 

up for your return, making her ſenſible that ſhe ſhall 
not break her ſleep for nothing. That I muſt- never 
fail coming home to gratify her, and that-my. behaviour 
Mould not be either xude or laſcivious, that all my ex- 
= x | 11 preſſions 
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preſſions ſhould favour of Platonic, or chaſte love; often 
repeating this to her: O that I was out of my time, if it 
were for nothing elſe but to repay thee thy love ] ſo high a 
ſenſe have I of the civilities ſhown me, that I hope a time will 


come when I ſhall make full ſatisfafion for all, &c. If ſhe 


be buxom, or wantonly given, ſhe will never be con- 
tent with hopes, promiſes, and proteſtations, or ſuch 
like windy ſtuff; wherefore r muſt kiſs, hug, and 
embrace her, telling how dearly you love her; and then 

fall to ſomewhat elfe, —ſhe may ſeem coy at firſt, and 
put you off with Pray be civil, yet be ſo far from deny- 
ing, that if you proceed not on vigoroufly, ſhe will 
prompt you herſelf, to try what mettle you are made 
of; if dull, ſhe will make you the ſubject of her pri- 
vate, nay, and public laughter and ſcorn. But be very 
cautious of procreation, which you may prevent ſeveral 
ways. Now to tell you what manner of perſons we 
are that are confederates, there are few among us but 


hat are ſelected, as Linen-drapers, Moollen-drapers, Silk- 


men, Hofrers, Haberdaſhers, Grocers, Goldſmiths, Jewellers, 
Exchange-men, to which add a Drawer and an Oilman, the 


one to furnifh us with good liquor, and the other to 
prepare our palates for it. A great many trades there 


are which ſignify nothing in our common-wealth, as 
Pexoterers,  Braziers, Plumbers, &c. We are only for 
fuck as will profit the body, pleaſe the palate, and fill 
the pockets; every one brings his ſeveral commodities 
to the place of meeting, where we exchange or barter 


one with another for what each reſpective perſon wants, 
either to ſupply his own occaſion, or his miſtrefs: for 


it is to be ſuppoſed ſuch a thing muſt be had; when 


procured, muſt be maintained, though to the deftruc- 


tion of our maſters” eſtates, and ruin of our bodily 
health. Farther, he added, that our maſters might not 


detect us in the purloining his goods, you mult not, 


(faid he) take too much of one ſort of commodity. 
All this I liked wonderfully well, and promiſed to 
bl „ . Wee! 


—— 
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meet that day ſe ennight at the 0 apfletients; and 


ſo departed. Coming home, I immediately put theſe 
preſcriptions. in practice, firſt takin ag notice of what 
goods we had gr reateſt quantity ; and whatſoever com- 
modity my maſter forgot he had, I always ſecured it 
as my own, nay, ſometimes I would try him: there was 
ſuch a. perſon enquiring for fuch a thing to-day, when you 
were abroad, but I could not find it; it may be he would fay 
wwe had it not ; ſuiting my deſign according to deſire. Hav- 
ing taken a thorough view 27 the ſhop and Warehouſe, 
Ifaw ſo-many ways of adyantage, if aſſiſted by a ſafe 
conveyance, chat [ could ſnip as well as the moſt forward 
of them all, _ | 

The next thing I had to nb was to endear myſelf to 


the chief maid, who was one of thoſe that lay ſecretly 


to ſee me waſh myſelf in the tub, and as ſhe confeſſed 
ſince, took an affection to me from that hour. It requir- 
ed no long time to court her into a compliance ; her 
complexion or temperament, forcing her acceptance of 


any thing amoroully inclined, the colour of her hair red, 


which colour (though I know not for what reaſon) love 
above any: this may be partly the reaſon, becauſe as 
that complexion hath always the concomitant of a very 
white ſkin, ſo it hath two inſeparable companions, | 
Plumpneſs and Buxomneſs; her ſkin as the uſual atten- 
dant of red or flixeniſh hair, as I ſaid, was as white as 
ſnow itſelf; her cheeks naturally painted with Vermil- 
lion; plump were her cheeks and lips, with a mole therce . 


on, and a dimple in her chin, as the infallible marks ef 


one that is willing to dedicate herſelf to the ſervice ( 
Venus, 

Having a fit opportunity, after ſome amorous dif- ' 
courſe, I deſired ſhe would grant me leave that night to 
talk with her in private, having buſineſs of importance 
to impart to her: ſhe condeſcended to my propoſition. 
As ſoon as my maſter and miſtreſs had gone to take their 
reſt, her impatience to hear what I would ſay, made her 
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ious ſend che reſt to bed. The houſe being thus deared}; 
aud all things filent as the air, when winds into their | 
hollow grots repair, I acquainted her with the greatneſs 
of my aftection, which I delivered with all the rhetoric 
I could invent, fill touching that ſtring which produced 

Love's harmonious concord; ſo fervent was I in my 


expreſſions, and fo ardent and hot in my defires, that 


I foon melted the congealed iceneſs of her chaſtity ; 
but ſirſt there were articles drawn, and e ee 
agre eed to, viz. 
"That if ſhe proved chit Bild, I. ſpould marry her. 
That [ſhould devote my/c uf to her ſervice, and none elſe. 
That we fuld both cndeauvour to make uſe N all p. 
tunities for the enjoyment of each other. 


That 10 prevent diſcovery, wwe ſhould often fall out before. 


people, that <vithout ſuſpicion, In private we might agree the 


Fa eiter; throwing gftcntimes: bones at my head when fitting at 
diner, becauſe ſuſpicion Foould not deprive her of the Grifſel. 
TP great was our iceming feud ſometimes, that our 
iafter was called in to part us. | | 
er this I gave her plenary inſtructions, as to my 
affairs, which ihe faithfully and punctually promiſed to 
obſerve. Then did I put my hand to the inkrument, 
and ſealed the articles with two witneſſes. | 
The night was come wherein I was to meet according 
to promiſe. I acquainted my amvretta with my inten. 
tion of going out at twelve oclock; and that my maſter 
might not ſuſpect me, 1 wenguto bed, but roſe again at 


the hour promiſed. The ſirſt time I would not carry 


any commodities with me, refolving ta ſee firſt what they 
«hd, Being come to the houſe, I was introduced by my 
neighbour Thomas into a private room , amongſt the aflo- . 
grated Brethren. I was much amazed to fee ſuch variety 
of Wares he upon a table, as Silks, Stuffs, Cloth, Linen 
and Woollen, Stockings, Ribbands, Muffs, Hoods, and 
the like. Some of them came to me, and welcomed 
me as a * drinking to me in a Beer-bowl of Sack 


Moſt of che Chmpany being met, they trucked with 
ub other. according to their convenience, furniſhin 
_ themſelves with what they either ſtood in need of them- 
ſelves or their friends. Several things were offered me; 
I told them I had brbug ht nothing to retaliate: they 
told me my credit was kd which is the ſoul of com- 
merce; telling me they thould have occaſion to make 
uſe of me in the like nature another time. I took with 
me only ſuch things as might be proper to beſtow at 
home, on whom I had lately engaged my - affections; . 
which 1 preſented her with, accompanied with many 
expreſſions and proteſtations of a never dying afſection; 
Me accepted of my kindneſs with much gratitude, but 
though ſhe could not fully remunerate me without a re- 
admiſſion into her private and then particular favours, I 
could eafily diſcern her inclinations by griping of my 


hand, kifling as if ſhe would devour me, the palpeta- 


tion of her heart, and her inflimed eyes. I ran parallel 
| with her in the ſame defires, fo that with much facility 
we two clapped up a bargain. After which I would have 


betaken myſelf to my reſt in my own bed, but that was 


diſpleaſing to her, I perceived nothing would content her, 


but that we ſhould be bed-fellows. I ſoon aſſented to it, . 


though to the hazard of both our credits and fortunes. 
I defired her to go up firſt, telling her I would follow 
inſtantly after. By the time 1 thought ſhe was in bed, 
I marched up the ſtairs, which cracked as if they had 
conſpired a diſcovery; coming up to the higheſt ain; I 
raiſed my foot (being fearful of making any noiſe) think- 
| ing there had been another, it deſcended with ſuch pre- 
cipitation, that I made the houſe echo. 
The chamber wherein my maſter and miſtreſs lay, 
(the maid lying in a Trondle-bed underneath them) was. 
right againſt the ſtairs-head. My maſter had taken a 
_ doſe more than ordinary of fack, fo that this noiſe awaked 


him not : my miſtreſs, at the firſt hearing thereof, ima- | | 


ne thieves had broken into the haute; the endea- 
van 
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. woured to awake her huſband, by 8 "XY but | 


could not, therefore thought it the beſt way to lye ſtill, 
expecting the event. In the mean time I lay per due, 
ſtirring not till I imagined my miſtreſs aſleep again. 
The maid concluding I durſt not venture farther by 
reaſon of this unfortunate accident, fell immediately 


into a profound fleep. Finding, after a conſiderable 
time, all things ſtill and quiet, 1 entered the chamber, 


dark as hell, and in a low voice, groaping the contrary 
Way, I cried, Where art? here, here, ſaid my miſtreſs, in 
a whiſpering tone; minding from whence the ſound 
came as near as I could, I directed my footſteps to that 


place: the fame words being repeated, conveyed me 


exactly to that fide of the bed whereon my miſtreſs lay, 


„Taking her about the neck, I kiſſed her a thouſand . 


times: not perceiving my miſtake, I made all the haſte 
I could (and all too little) to undreſs myſelf, which was 
done in an inſtant ; opening the cloaths to come to bed, 

Hold, ſaid my miſtreſs, I have a bed-fellow already: what 
I have ſuffered you to do, was only as a trial to underſtand 
what you intended. Get you gone to your own bed for this 
night, and I ſhall talk with you farther to-morrow, I durſt 
not reply, not daring to ſtay longer, but betook myſelf 
to my own chamber, poſſeſſed with fear and ſhame, I 
nothing but toſſed and tumbled all that night, taking 
not the leaſt reſt, 

In the morning early I was up, ſhewing myſelf more 
than ordinary diligent. But Lord, what a confuſion I 
was in, when I ſaw my Miſtreſs come into the ſhop? 1 
made an hundred pretences to ſtoop behind the Counter, 
and rectify diſordered Wares: So buſy I was with my 
back towards her that ſhe could not have ſo much as 2 
Wy of me, 
turning me about, ſaid, Indeed you take too much pains, 
you are $09 laborious ; fair and ſoftly ; there is a great while 
fill night yet: deſiſt a little, I muſt have a word with you, 
3643 wed this, I ae to look in her face, and Was 


At length ſhe comes up cloſe to me, and 


overjoyed; 


wr 


( 05 } 


overjoyed ; for from thence I received a Woll alluring 
ſmile, inſtead of 2 killing frown. This re- armed me 
with confidence, compelling from me theſe etproſliones 


MN reſpectful MiRreſs, © 
„I do with ſhame confeſs vel i in a great error r bur if you 
will conſider that the cauſe thereof was irreſytible, I hope 
you will in ſome meaſure mitigate my crime. My very youth- 
fulneſs ſpeaks my apology. Tou cannot be ignorant of the fer- 
vent heat of young blood, which ſometimes baits beyond its 
bounds. Beſides the temperature of my body (being of @ a 
Jatguine Complexion did add much Fw to that Jon: 


She admired to hear me ſpeak in fuch a dialect; but 
laying afide her wonder, ſhe bid me tell her the Whole : 
truth, and what Contract ave had concluded. 1 equivo- 
cated in my relation, intending to excuſe the maid's for- 
wardneſs, and that I only deſigned to furprize her un- 

| awares. This Sophiftry of mine did not in the leaſt 
prevent my Miſtreſs's prying wit, and quick underſtand- 
ing, from ſearching out the truth, tracing every mean- 
der, finding it out at laſt, though i involved in a Laby- 
rinth of obſcurities. She told me plainly ſhe knew all, 
though I endeavoured to conceal it, and defired me, in- 
ſtead of commands, to withdraw my affectionate thoughts 
from her, ſince her reſolution was to divorce our per- 
ſons. Adding moreover, that if I was ſo amoroulily in- 
clined, as not content without a Female Object to exer- 
ciſe my paſſion on, I ſhould elect ſuch a one, whoſe me- 
rit grounded on Beauty, Birth, Wealth, and Power, 
thould command my love, and finally eternize my ter- 


reſtrial happineſs; and ſo vaniſhed from me, leaving 


my cogitations to their operations. 
Forty- five years had not totally deſtroyed: her beauty, | 

but there was ſtill remaining the ruins good face = 

her birth, though from a high extraction, hack little in- 


Huence over me, had not. her wealth the Sher 
| * 


i 

. 

* 4 
on 
n 4 
i 1 
? 

. 

-. 

LG * 
F- 

4 

4 

2 
+2 
1 

6 

I 


2 2 wa 
atm ** ; 3% 
Fl n 
> 9 8 
ä 1 
renn 
— 


e 


4, AER D&S I 8 _> 4 
. 
4 e — - 4 
1 


" . "44> 
4 ron . 4 * 3 
wg 1 1 * T 1 => 2 a> * — 1 — 
. „ $ 4 53 bs 8 ou . enact a + 
1 # ad . 
$ 


2 
_—_ + 


LED RS „ — 
: 1 2 «7 
5 A n 
— 6 — 
> SA. 
* 892 * 


3 


1 5 4 > a 2 
1 — 2 N * 
E . P — 2 


ſh 
\ LI 


(64) 


her own diſpoſal) whiſpered in my ear more than 4 | 


common felicity. Her laſt words left a deep impreſſion 
on my imagination, which were not ſo enigmatically. 
delivered, but that I could eaſily interpert them advan- 


tageoully enough to my pur poſe. I reſolved within 


myſelf to acquieſce, leaving this affair to time, to bring 


to perfection. 


Ihe time being come again, for the meeting my i 
ſnipping brethren, I went pr repared with what I could. 


> 


conveniently carry with me. Seeing me come well 


fraught, my merchants preſently lapped me aboard, 


reſolving not to let my commodities lye long on my 


hands; our truck was ſoon agreed on to our mutual 


cantent.* Then like true ſons of Bacchus, we puſhed 
the full bowls about, wiſhing him that pledged not his 
fellow, in a dark rainy night on a tired jade, bare ridged 


in a dirty lane, with a pocky whore behind him, and 


his own bones rotten; nine miles from an houſe, not. 


knowing one ſtep of his way, nor having, one penny 
in his pocket. This, or the like dreadful execration, 


made us drink off whole bowls like ſo many thimbles 
full. Half. a-dozen of theſe each, were a preludium to 
our ſupper, which uſually was compoſed of the choiceſt 
viands. Neither could we cat without the female con- 
ſorts, whom wine and muſic waited on. After ſupper, 


we fell again to our old Bacchanalian ſport, drinking; 


dancing, or privately: treating our miſtreſſes at a venc- 


real banquet. When we had drank ourſelves to ebriety, 


and ſatiated our luſtful appetites, we betook ourſelves 
to our reſpective habitations, our maſters not dreaming 


of our night revelings. Our own expences, were nei- 
ther valuable nor comparable to what our mad dames 
put us to, which were ſo great (though they made me 


rack my invention to ſupply their pretended neceſſities) 


that all my various endeavours could not anſwer their 


expectations. I had taken my gentlewoman a chamber, 


for which I paid three things a weck; and upon the 
| bare- 


"CPP; 


bare promiſe of a whore, that ſhe would prove conſtant 
to me, I allowed her a weekly penſion beſides ; I never. 
came. to receive a private favour, but I muſt return her 
for it ſome ſpecial and particular courteſy, as a ſcarf, an 
hood, a ring, a whiſk, or rich lace for her fmock. If 
I failed at any time of paying, I ſhould be ſeverely check- 
ed, nay, ſometimes threatened, at the leaſt, denied my 
accuſtomed familiarity ; then the would pretend that 
ſhe had refuſed many eminent matches merely for my 
ſake, that now the ſaw herſelf entirely deluded, and 
therefore would endure it no longer ; and would tell 
my maſter all the proceedings. If I hag performed the 
man, and not preſented her when I ame with ſome 
other gratuity, ſhe would deride my courtſhip, telling 
me, that I was an empty fellow, that I beſtowed my favours 
to others, which made me {0 ſparing to her; and that ſhe 
ſcorned to be a copartner in my heart. When ſhe 
thought ſhe had ſufficiently ſettled me, (tearing to ex- 
cite my paſſion too much) then ſhe would ts me on 
the cheeks, calling me ſmock. face rogue; come hither, 
I know what you would have, 'I fave your longing. 
Such ſweetened words ſoon overpowered my ſourneſs: 
and notwithſtanding my intended hardneſs, I Cn not 
torbear melting in her arms. | | 

Now ſince opportunity offereth itſelf ſo N 
give me leave to lay open this ſubtle Female, on whom 
a ſtrong aſcendency of Mercury and Venus, had beſtow- 
cd fo liberal a Talent for Whoring and Cheating, t 
few eſcaped her circumvention that came into her con 
pany. The Relation I ſhall give of this miracle of Fe- 
male fubtilty, will be much advantageous to all forts of 

perſons. By this thoſe that are vicioufly inclined, may 

be adviſed into a Reformation before they have occaſion 
for Repentance : And they who, defying all Admonith- 
ment, and are reſolved to be wicked in ſpite, may out 
of an apprehenſion of the enſuing danger and P 
ment, be deterred into caution. 
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7 IEN art ws mylelf i 0 With her, N 
thought my happineſs not inferior to the Grand 
gor, for although he had in his Seraglio the en- 


jeyment of an hundred or more of the moſt ſelect beau - 


of the Univerſe, yet did 1 fancy all thoſe external 
\eIer contracted into one, and pofleſt by my matchlely 
iſtreſs. As ſhe was fair, and well featured, ſprightly 
5 55 e four dangerous advantages when they are 
ed with Wit, Diſſimulation, Craft and Impu- 
Acnce, With a covetous deſire of enjoying of what 0- 
eſſed : The could not be ignorant of her trade 5 
nice er Mother was a profeſt Bawd from the time 
ought. her into the World. Taking notice of her ex- 
e handſomeneſs even from the Cradle, ſhe re. 
ſolved to dedicate her to the ſervice of Venus, not doubt- 
ing but the bent of her nature would render her very 
capable of that employ. Being about thirteen years of 
age, her beaut oy was o much taken notice of, that her 
lovers fwarmed about her. The old Bawd tier Mother, 
was fo overjoyed to ſee ſo large and goodly a Troop of 
Crupid's 


4 


the witchcrafts of a lovely face, that though he knez 
the profeflion and practice of the mother, and the daugh- 


"EW 


Cupid's Votaries, her daughter's life-guards, and doubt- 


ed not but that ſhe ſhould obtain the plenary fruition of 


her hopes, and therefore . entertained them all, ye 


watching them i narrowly, that none ſhould'taſte he 

fruit unleſs they bought the tree at a dear rate. She ſo 
well obſerved her daughter's natural policy, that ſhe was 
well aſſured her infinuations would in a little time com- 
mand both the hearts and purſes of thoſe who courted 
her. Her deſign proved as fortunate as ſhe could wiſh, 
in as much as among the many that languiſhed for her, 


there was one ſo wealthy as that he never knew the 


want of a thouſand pounds, whoſe heart was inflamed 
by her eyes. YE 2 £ 

She had now aſſumed the title of mam, which one 
ſhould think belonged to none but who are nobly ex- 


| tracted ; however, why ſhould ſhe baulk it, ſince it is 


an honour that coſts httle or nothing, and as ſpon con- 
ferred as ſpoken. This gentleman was ſo enſnared by 


ter's want, of honour, honeſty and wealth, yet he re- 
ſolved upon a marriage within few days, without the 


{ tediouſneſs of treaties, When there was a firm contra 


oncluded between them before witneſſes, the charitable 
ar his intended mother-in-law, came to him, and 
told him if his ſtomach was raw, and could not bear till 
the meat was ſerved up, with the uſual ceremanies, he 
ſhould have a bit for a ſtay, and taſte before hand; the 
propoſition, was not unwelcome to him, wherefore 4 
inſtantly took earneſt of the happineſs he vainly believe@ 
would bear him company durante vita, Not long after 
the nuptials were celebrated, and that he might not 
diſparage himſelf in the world's eye, as to his incon- 
ſiderable choice; he bought his wife at his proper 


charge, new cloaths, ſplendid enough you may guels, 


with the neceſſary appendages of gallantry, rings, jewels, 
&c. and ſo brought her home to his houſe in much 
+ HS 125 . 3 ſtate. 
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| Oy Fey bnd Mn glived With him, but ſhe began 
to follo the dictates of a luxurious diſpoſition, hating 


to have her liberty circumſcribed, eſpecially by one ſo 


remote to her nature, and unſuitable in years ; where- 


fore under pretence of viſiting this and that friend, 
ſhe fo blinded her old huſband by this plaufible excuſe 
as that ſhe made her frequent fallies a broad pimp for 
her defires. Her huſband obſerving her often gaddings 
and profuſe expences, could do no leſs than ſuſpect more 
than he was willing to underſtand, and therefore not 


only abridged the liberty ſhe took, but diveſted her of 


thoſe ornaments he had beſtowed upon her, which ſo 


animated her tgrevenge, that ſhe reſolved not to let flip 
the firſt a te 

fuitablè to her purpoſe, a perſon as much engaged in de- 
baucheries, as his credit was in the World, yet ſo plea- 

+ Hant he appeared in her eyes, as that a little courting 
made her wholly at his devotion. Hence we may ob- 
Ky + too the dangerous conſequences of diſproportion of 


ity. She ſoon got acquainted with one 


in matching. Surely there can be no agreement be- 


tween Fire and Water; between freezing Winter and 


ſcorching Summer. Beſides, when a Woman comes 
once to have mean thoughts of her huſband (upon any 
account whatever) ſhe is then in the way to affect any 
body elte. She now not only fl ighted but hated him, 


Which made her launch out into Fi the exceſſes that ex- 


aſperated, and vicious Women-kind can imagine or 


eontrive, from whence ſhe may either derive ſatisfacti- 


or advantage, neither could ſhe want aſſiſtance or 


ft unſcl, as long As the 5 Ne Bawd * Mo- | 
ther lived. © © | 


This goOd ole nd; finding himſelf {o bd; that 


the whole World muſt needs call his reaſon in queſtion, 


if he tuffered any longer his looſe wife to career thus 
in Luxury and Wantonneſs, reſolved within himſelf to 


_calhertoa ſevere account, intending withal to reduce 


her by kin 9 23 well as ſharpneſs; and ſo equally. ts 
„ | temper 


"4 


1 


„ 


„ * HER. erat ot \ 


(bh » 
temper his ffowns with ſiniles, chat the ſhauld not tell 


which of theſe two ingredients were moſt powerful, in 
effeching the cure of his luſt- ſick wanton _ o 


Returning one evening from her revels abroad, the 


old cuckold took her to taſk ; ſharply reproving her 


gaddings, her tavern meetings, with debauched and 


licentious perſons; her laviſh expence in paying the 


reckonings wherever ſhe came, but eſpecially ſupplying _ 


the neceſſities | of luſty younger brothers, Which again 


reſupplied hers. The old man had fo ſpent his ſpirits 


and breath, in ſchooling his lecherous truant, that he 
Was forced to conclude his wormweod lecture 1 in an ex- 
ceſſive cough, the inſeparable companion of him and 
age. My buxom madam, fearing he was {training for 
more of that unpleaſing ſtuff, which had fo lately offend- 
ed her ears, left him half ſtrangled with a tyfick. 


In this interval, a female neighbour of his came in, a 
gentlewoman of chat worth, that virtue and gentility 
contended in her for ſuperiority. Hoꝛo ts. it, I pray ir, 
(ſaid ihe) I am much troubled to ſee you in this condition ; 
you lie, you he, you whore, ſaid he, (his ears being 


ſo furred by time, that he could not diltinguiſh this gen- 
tlewoman's voice from his wife's, neither could he ſee, 


his violent coughing having forced down ſuch a torrent 
of moiſture into his eyes, that his fight was totally 
drowned) continuing his railing, See ne in this condition ! 


I believe you would be glad to ſee me out of it, you 


ſtrumpet, lump of lechery, cheat, ſhe-devil, what ſhall I 
call thee ; there is no name too bad and then coughed 
again ſo violently that it was in vain to ſpeak to him; 
but when this violent {it abated, ſhe reſolved to ſay 
ſomething, though her amazement to hear what ſhe 


neither deſerved nor expected, would hardly give her 


permiſſion. At laſt ſhe ſpake to him, and realal 88 with 
him, why he ſhould thus ſtain her honour, Which was 
Hitherto ſpotleſs. and undeſiled; that her actions had 
ever been ſo far from rendering her, what he unworthily 
| FEPTCe 


700 


repreſented, chat they made her famous, and looked on 
as a good example for her neighbours to follow and 
ãmitate.— Aye, Aye, infamous you mean, (aid he) and 
let me alone to make you fuch an example, that vou 
ſhall have followers enough to ſee you carted, you in- 
fernal whore. Why, who am I, ſaid the gentle woman, u. 
that you thus abuſe me? Who are you, (faid he) you 
are Touch-wood, Tinder, Saltpetre, Gunpowder, mays, ; 
worſe than all theſe,—my w_ . 

By this the 'gentlewoman verily concluded Him 1 to be! 
mad, and fearing leſt his frenzy might, be converted 
into fury, was thinking to ſlip from him Juſt as his, 

cough left him, and his eyes percelvet” his miſtake ; 34 
but he detained her, and offered many a ologies. for 
his error. and abſurdity. Neither was his wife without 
the height of mirth behind the hangings, to hear how. 
much her doating fool was miſtaken, Ile had not pa- 
tience any longer 2 diſcourſe his viſitant, but abruptly. 
left her in a of his abuſed wife, as he now ſuppoſed, 

' imagining from his grand miſtake, that whatever before, 
he had either ſeen or heard of his wife, was nothing 
but the genuine product of his own idle and jealous 
brain. After he had made a ſtrict enquiry through the 
whole houſe for his wife, he at Sil found her out 
cloiſtered in a garret, into which ſhe had conveyed her- 
ſelf; and the better to colour her intended villany 

a hearing her huſband aſcend the ſtairs, ſhe put berldt 

into a praying poſture. 

1 The old man ſeeing her on Yes knees, had like to 

have broke his neck for haſte, not minding ſo much the 

diſturbance he ſhould give her end devotion, as. 
the ſatisfaction he enjoyed to fee Fils miſtake confirmed, 

Being out of breath, his diſcourſe was abrupt and bro- 

ken, neither did he know- which was mo expedient, _ 

either firſt to queſtion her, or crave her pardon ; at 
length he threw himſelf at her feet, (for indeed he 


could — ſtand upon his feeble 10 and e 
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holes of his head, which looked like ſcalding tears; and 
ſo they mi ght be, for by their burning beat, any might 
conclude the loſs. of the hair of his eye-lids, nd that 
thereby the ſhriveled. {kin of his countenance was parch- 
ed. It was a long time before he could ſpeak, and no 
wonder, ſince this was the ſecond time of his infancy; 
but at length with much ado, with a lock as pitiful as 
his rhetoric he aſked for giveneſs. She ſeemed — Ay 
ſurr prized, 10 not o * at, but taxed Yom: 
5 fo. the irr irr ationality = petition. The pretence. of | 
her, 1 ignorance of what had. paſſed, made him the more 

eager to diſcov ver his e. folly. In ſhort, he gave 
her to underſtand, that ſince he was miſtaken in a thing 
ſo palpable, he might very well queſtion whether - all 
former reports, and his own. evil opinion of her, might 
not be founded on the ſame baſis of falſehood. That 
for the time to come, he would never admit of jealoufy 
within his breaſt; and to give a full conſirmation to 
What he proteſted, he inſtantly delivered her his keys, 
committing to her truſt what — had of greateſt value. 
This pen ib uean would not accept this kind offer, 
but with much preſſing; and then, ſealing his — 
with a kiss, 244 everlaſting affection Was * 
agreed on, ...11 

For two or three 3 after, the behaved: tar. 
ſo well, that her huſband could not perceive any thing 


a 
4 wy 6 * 


that might blemiſh her reputation, or trouble his mind. 


But not Ko after, the began to act her part, again. a 
the ſtage of deceit: for having 1ven. her mother a ca- 
taloguè of thoſe rich things which were in her poſſeſſion $i 5 
ſhe hever ceaſed urging her daughter, till they dag — Ny 
veyed all away which might be carried in the day. time 
without any notice being taken; and on an appointed 
night, getting the ſervants to bed, and delivering the 
key of $f reet door to the old bid, her mother, the” 

| play ed well her part, by lulling her huſband in bed, by 
difiimulation 
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_ difimvliticn and flattery. in a fond opinion of her cor. 
Jiality 0 him, Whilſt her agents were buſy in leaving 
him as naked of goods, as he was at that time of appa- 
rel. In the morning ſhie aroſe by times, before the old 
man was ſtirring, and went inſtantly to her mother, 
who had provided her lodgings. Then did ſhe. change 
her name to prevent being detected; and that ſhe might 
be more ſecure, ſhe never went abroad but with her 
vizard maſk, and in as many varieties of, ſaits as chere 
are months in the year. 11 tif 309 EIN 
Not long after ſhe had performed this exploit, i it Was... 
my unhappineſs tobe es with her, by her coming 
to our ſhop, where buying ſome wares, it Was ſo order- 
ed that I, muſt bring them to her chamber. According 
to the time appointed, I waited on her, but found my 
ſelf extremely miſtaken in my female cuſtomer: for 
inſtead of paying me for my commodity, the would 
truck with me, ware for ware; which I would no ways 
aſſent to. Finding me no fit perſon for her purpole, 
ſhe diſmiſſed me by diſcharging the debt. This paflage - | 
did ſo run in my mind, that I could not be at quiet till 8 
I had purpoſed a time to viſit her; and indeed I was 
ab lead thereto, by thoſe matchleſs features I ſaw. 
in ther incomparable face. My maſter riding out of 
ton found a fit opportunity to make my addreſs to 
her, which I thought would be the more welcome by 1 
bringing a preſent with me. f 
Her memory was ſo good that ſhe ms me again and 
ſhrewdly gueſſed at my errand, and indecd I was not 
long in the diſcovery thereof: there were but two words! 
to a bargain and ſo we ſtruck up the buſineſs: ſo much 
delight I took in her at that time, and ſhe in me, that 
we interchangeably promiſed each other aer, * . 
alfection. 15 | 
Mine and my female's extravagancies, made me in- 
vent as many ways to cheat, as we had ways to ſpend 
gte Was #this 5 WAY got. If I had heard any friend fay 
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they muſt bay x gown, I had my Mercer ready for OP 
poſe 3 if à ſuit and cloak, my Draper, and he: kes 
ſometimes telling my friend, that I was acquainted with 
one, that would ſell me a far cheaper penn yworth that 
any one elſe; other times, that ſuch an one owed me 
ſome money, and chat this way I could both pleaſure 
my friend, and hedge in my own debt, Though 1 
drove oH A great trade this way, receiving ſtill ready 
caſh, yet this Would not do alone. As an aſſiſtance I 
ilded the monèy- box every day, receiving my part 
rſt, before my maſter ſhould take his, which ufually 
he did every night, putting it into his till. I could not 
ſleep for thinking how I might be immediately ac- 
quainted with the inſide of his till. Several projects I 
made trial of, hut none ſuited my purpoſe ſo wall as 4 
barber's pair of curling irons; I got a file from a ſmith, 
and to work I went with my curling: irons, ſihng them 
to ſlip in eaſily, and to turn round. The firſt eſſay I 
ma had like to have put me into an extaſy of joy. 


laid them upon their edge, and opening them wide, 
I pinched the money below; holding faſt, I turned them 


on their ſide, and ſo drew up the money to the moutn 


of the hole: now becauſe there was many times ſo 
much, that it would not come through, with a Knife I 
would ſlide away piece after piece, till I had fitted the 
money to the narrowneſs of the paſſage. I brought up 
moſtly three ſhillings, not ceaſing till I had got twenty 
or thirty ſhillings at a time, or more, according to the 
quantity of the ſtock. Finding my engine act accord- | 
ing to my defires, I could not be ——— without con- 
| gratulating my ſucceſs. My maſter was ſeldom at 
ome, wherefore J aſked my miſtreſs to go out for an 
hour, promiſing her not to ſtay beyond my limited. 
time: ſhe conſented, and I, overjoyed, went with a 
rambler or two to honeſt Ralph. Being glad to ſee us, 
he placed us in a convenient room fit Tor his purpole. 
There WAS never a 1. he 88 * bar, but he had a 
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quart bottle in his breeches for it. They all wondered 
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fo {ce me ſo frolic, but 1 thought it wiſdom to concea 
the depth of my practice from them? ©, 


After we had drank pretty freely, 1 came home, 


tranſgreſling but a little beyond my time. My miſtreſs 
- was very well pleaſed, telling me, I ſhould have leave ano- 
ther time, ſince I was ſo punctual. Thoſe bottles of Sack 


which we drank, ran perpetually in my mind : for it 
was the flower of wine. In the commemoration of my 
friend's courteſy, and the goodneſs of . that liquor, I 
gave. my contemplative fancy leave to. characterize A 
Bottle of Canary, thus: e A} 
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BOTTLE or CANARY. 


E. is 4 gentelman, I aſſure you, well extracted, 

which once lived like a Salamander in the midit 
f flames; and had he not been burned he had never 
Upon ſound. He ſeems a prodigy : for that which we 


beer, He will lye ſtill if you ſmother him, and is never 


ſo well as when his breath is ſtopped. Bury him, and 


you make him quickef. As for his habit, it is ever 
plain, yet, neats; though nobly born, he ſcorns not to 
Wear a green coat, with a badge on it; and you cannot 


imjure him worſe than to pick a hole in his coat. Tho? 
. ke wears for the moſt part one ſort of garb, yet he is 


never 
28 


ve by, decays him; hating air, as Bacchus hates {mall - 


7 


5 quinteſſence of love 
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never out of faſhion, hs JETTY to the beſt of company, 
not regarding his outward dreſs, but valuing his inward. 
worth: however his ſuit is made of admirable ſtuff, for. 
his outſide never grows barer, and his linings are the 
freſher for wearing. So choice he is in his cloathing, 

that he rather chuſeth to have his brains knocked out, 

than to have a rent in his garment. He wears an A.-la 
mode hat, as light, (and almoſt as little) as a ſhittle, 


cock, which he ts off to none; but, like the Quaker, 


when brought before a magiſtrate, hath it taken off for 


him. 


There is in him mu virtue, and notorious vice; the 

and the venom of hatred. He! is 
the beginning and the end of 2 thouſand quarrels i in the 
year, yet a very coward ; for he ſuffers any to take him 
by the ear, and never broke any one's pate, but when 


company was by. He is very facetious in ſociety, and 


will ſpend himſelf freely to the laſt drop, if a lady s ſoft 
and warm hand will raiſe him; he is briſk and ſpark, 


therefore Courtiers adore him; he is ſmooth in his ex- 


preſſion, and therefore delight in him, he is filled with 
nimble fancies, therefore the wits frequent him, ex- 
hauſting his radical moiſture, to diſtil it into poetical 


raptures; for conceits never run faſter from the limbeck 


of their brains, than when this gentleman adds fuel to 


the furnace. He enlivens wit, yet dulls it; creates new 


fancies, and ſtupifies, Gives the orator a fluent tongue, 
and makes bim ſpeechleſs. Gives a poet feet till he 
cannot go; and as he helps miniſters to preach, ſo he 
likewiſe filenceth more than the Spaniſh Inquiſition, 


He is inwardly acquainted with the Lord Mayor and 


Aldermen, and incorporeth with their wives daily. His 
kiſſes are ſo ſweet, that they lick their lips after him; 


and though his breath be ſtrong, yet -it is not offenſive. 
He is a true good fellow, drinking till he has no eyes 
to ſee with: h dur liquors are his life and ne and he 
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25 tin be be filled up to che throat} ans Wend others 
ou it in. As for his eſtate, I can only ſay this, that all 
e hath he carries about him; yet generally he is reputed 
1 N what he hath, he hold upon curteſie; but what 
be gives to others, is held in Capite, What bens poſſeſſeth 
is commonly upon ſale; yet more for plenty, gona for 
* want; and if you can purchaſe him, you purchaſe all. 

1 could never endure idleneſs, J was ever in action; 
lber writing or contriving, or putting into execution 
my contrivances ; I thought it better my brains or 
hands were continually working, and very ſeldom but 
effectually; my pen was generally fo often employed in 
- difcovertes, that my wit was much applauded by the 
molt cenſorious, muck refpected I was, and my company 
much importuncd by the 'Fanker-hearers of Helicon ; 
by which means I ſo ſwelled with aride, that I thought 
myſelf little inferior to Appollo. I called Mercury 
Ren the nine Sifters whores, whom I had frequently 
"Iain with and might when I pleaſed; the beſt title I 
could beſtow on Pegaſus was Hackney jade. In the 

height of this my opinionativeneſs, my cooler (our matt 
ers maidcame to me where I was alone) and after many 
heart fecht fighs, told me the found herſelf with child, 
Which newes had like to have deprived me of my under: 
ſſtanding; but knowing that vexation never remidies 
but rather adds to trouble, I was reſolved to bear it pa- 
tiently and ſtudy ſome mans to preſerve her and my 
credit, - I framed a letter as from her father, deſiring 
her to come down into the country ſpeedily, if ſhe in- 
tended to ſee him alive, and according as we had laid 
the plot ſhe ſhews it her miſtreſs, defiring her leave to 
ſhew her duty to her dying father, Our miſtreſs moſt 
willingly conſented thereunto, knowing that there was 
more than ordinary love between us; the maid had 
aid as poſſibly ſhe might without diſcovery ; lacing | 
her ſelf 10 ſtraight, and keeping down her belly with 
three buſks: but now ſhe made haſte to rub off, I pro- 
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vittedini midwife 4 mould be her bawd too; but this 
could not be dane without extraordinary coſt. After 
her delivery, I found the keeping of her and: the child 
very expenſive: then did I begin to conſider what a 
. vaſt — and how many various troubles this mo- 
mentary pleaſure draws upon a+ man. Well, I next 
bethought myſelf how to be rid both of cow and calf. 
I told her I would get together what money I could, 
and ſo marry her, upon this condition, that ſhe would 
travel with me wherever I went, which I knew was her 
only deſire. I informed her of my intention. to go to 
Virginia, and the reaſons that induced me thereto. 

Firſt, her diſgrace would not be known there: next, 
my maſter could have no power over me; inſiſting fur- 
ther on the pleaſantneſs of che continent, and the Plenty 
of every thing, &c. 

She aflented to all I eee relying herſelf ſole. ; 
1 on me to diſpoſe of her as I pleaſed. To paliate my 
deſign, I went with her to Graveſend, pretending as if 
IJ was then going with her beyond ſea, for no other end 
but to clear myſelf from her there, knowing that, if ſhe 
had pafſed examination, or ſearch of the Block-houſe, 
ſhe would meet with no more. Being aboard, I ſud- 
denly ſeemed to have forgot ſomething aſhore z having 
well laid my plot upon the baſis of a good ſum of money, 
had diftrzbuted among the ſeamen, with a conſiderable 


- preſent to the maſter, and telling my Landabris I would - 


return to her inſtantly, I got into the boat, and im- 
mediately after the ſhip weighed anchor, "and was 
quickly under fail. I confeſs notwithſtanding, the Devil 
had at that time the total poſſeſſion of me; yet I was 
much troubled at what I had done ſo hard heartedly 
and cruelly. A flood of tears had ſo overwhelmed; my 
fight, that I could not diſcern the ſhip in which ſhe. was: 
"= ſenſible { was of the wickedneſs: of this fact, that, 

Dido like, I could-have thrown myſelf into the fea after 
her, had not a good woman, whoſe huſband was _ 
2; me 
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me ſhip, . me. * oi my tears, Tis * 
. Probable, young man, ſaid the, you have lately taken 


your leave of ſome dearly beloved friend, and J gueſs by 
Four earneſt looking after yond ſhip under fail, the per- 
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0 jon was in her, I told her it was truth, my huſband is in 
the ſame vellel, (faid ſhe) and therefore I have as much 
= -cauſeto grieve as you; come be of good comfort, man, 
= Friends muſt part, and it is better to part here than at 
& the gallows, go along with me and we will drown for. 
2 Tow, and with a glaſs of neat canary, antidote our hearts 
i againſt any thing that may diſturb them. 185 
1 With that 1 looked attentively in her face, and found- 
i it correſpond with a jolly. temper. An eye black and 
3 piercing, and eye-brows black alſo, and'each as big as 4 
man's thumb comparatinely; a ſign that never fails to- 
=  denotethat woman capable of giving a man the greateſh 
Adeelactation. She was every way compleatly handſome, 
= and ſuitable to the defires of the moſt critic in love- 
fairs, I tought it aſhame to deny ſo kind an offer, and a 
crime in me unpardonable not to embrace that opper- 
. tunity, that ſhall lead him by the hand into Venus her 
bed amber. With that I addreſt myſelf to her (and 
= afterwards undrefled together) declaring that the force 
pf her thetorick, aſſiſted by her external, beautiful and 
altogether lovely form, had forced me to forget my own 
_ Xcdearly beloved lhe-friend, and become her proſelite, her 
= abſolutely devoted convert, and would proſtrate my will 
= tobe guided by hers and her command; with that wg 
Sn concluded to ſolace ourſelves at the next tavern, I ap- 
plied myſelf to my old way of inſinuation, which ſoon 
WE melted her, fo that I faw 1 might when I pleaſed ſtanip” 
: i Joves impreſſion on her, returning to Graveſend we 
ſoon lodged ourſclves conveniently for our purpoſe, 
BE Having fo done, I fo ordered the matter that there was 
not any thing wanting that might pleaſe our ſenſes. 
i Pet fearing leſt her love ſhould cath again, there way,” 
= art Torgowen that might ſerve to entertain R 
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Bigg In 119095 quilt 3 
"Delays i in * ht affairs. are FARE women love 
not tobe too long tantalized; there is a certain critical 
time to know their inclination, which if you punctually 
obſerve, you ſhall aſſuredly reap the fruits of you deſires; 
if not, you may perpetually wait, but never enjoy the 
like opportunity. Wherefore the iron growing hot, I 
thought good to ſtrike to enliven my ſpirits; ſhe ſent 
for a noiſe of muſic, ordering theſh to play in the next 
room. And in the end, we began to think of repoſe, 
agreeing to lay in two chambers contiguous to each 
other, which were accordingly provided. As ſoon as I 
thought all the family were in bed, I repaired to my 
miſtreſs, who eagerly expected my coming; approaching 
the bed de {he claſped me in her arms: as ſoon as day 
broke, I aroſe, beſpeaking a fat Capon ſwaddled with 
fauſages, and a quart of buttered ſack. I got all ready 


by the time of her riſing, ſhe was extraordinarily well 5 


pleaſed in my double diligence of ſerving her; having 
applauded my induſtry and care of her, we fel to it. 
interlining every bit with a glaſs of Canary. She told 
me ſhe would never part whilſt ſhe had à penny left, 
having about her fome thirty pieces of gold. Well, ſaid 
I, my dear, ſince it is thy reſolution, a match; 5 but let 
me ſteward: which being agreed to, ſhe delivered into 
my hands what gold ſhe had. For two or three hours 
1 3 myſelf very officious in my place; but con- 
ſidering that when this money was ſpent, we ſhould not 
know what to do, I thought it was better for one to 
want than two; beſides I had lately ſurfeited on a meds; 
lar, and therefore nauſeated the very thoughts thereof. 
J had feed the Drawer to bring me word juſt as the 
Graveſend Barge was going ofl; which accordingly he 

did by a private ſign concluded between us. f then 
pretended an excuſe to go down, under the notion of 
E ſomething novel, which ſhould be conducible 

0 our mirth and jolity. I had juſt ſo much time be- 
Du, as to write her theſe lincs inkead of a ſolemn leave- 

taking 
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takin g, leaving them with the Drawer to preſent her, 
and fo went on board the barge for London. | 
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Madam, Pm gone, no wonder, N ou ere, | 
Lovars encounters, are but a and „ 
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Arriving at Billinſgate, I went ſtrait to a tavern, 1 
I had an 2 +. oak the Drawer, reſolving there to 
is ſeriouſly with myſelf what courſe to follow, 
being as yet unreſolved what to do. After I had raiſed 
my dulled ſpirits with a glaſs or two, I concluded to 
hazard my maſter's good opinion, nap, and my miſtreſs's 
affection too; which though at that prefent it only. 
 ſmoaked, I might eaſily divine, that in prœceſs of time 
it would burſt forth into a flame. Being before con- 
fined to my maſter's time, I began to confider what 
an excellent thing Liberty was, equally eſtimable with 
health: which two, though they are the greateſt and 
mot precious gifts (next 6ur redemption) the Creator 
of the world hath beſtowed on mankind; yet we 
mortals value them not -till we are ſenſible of their 
want, by being deprived of them. This is an infalli- | 
ble maxim, That the deprivation of a thing ſhall be % 
much the more evil, as the poſſeſfion theresf is good. Now 
if tberty be ſuch an excellent and delectable thing when 
enjoyed, how miſerable are thoſe that want it? 

Having money-in my pocket, I concluded to expe- 
rience the enjoyment thereof, and to participate of ſuch 
delights, the nature of young men is moſt inclinable 
to. Now man being a ſociable creature, I thought I 
ſhould reap but little ſatisfaction to myſelf in ſpending 
of my money without an aſſociate; therefore I ſent to 
an apprentice of my intimate acquaintance, cotempo- 
rary with me, and who had often prompted me to 
ramble with him. This lad was his maſter's caſhier, 
Which I knew would much aſſiſt my deſign. I made 
him acquainted with my intention of trying the world: 
thongs 
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agb it had * been his dwn motion, yet he 
ſeemed at the firſt ſomething ſtartled; but all his doubts 
1 reſolved ; adding moreover. That to have our Wills 
inſlaved to other mens, was a thing inſupportable, ſince 
that we were as well as they, created Res Citizens of 
this world. That fince our great Grand-father was 
Emperor of the whole world, we could not ſtile our- 
ſelves Teſs than Princes, and therefore debaſed our birth 
by a voluntary ſubiffion to ſervice and flavery. I had 
ho great need of "many arguments to this purpoſe ; for 
huis own inclination was fafficient to perſuade him. The 


refult 'of "our diſcourſe was 4 firm reſolution to become - 


two Knights-errant. 1 adviſed him forthwith to 

home and bring with him what -caſh he had in his ook. 
ſeſſion; which he readily conſented to, and indeed more 
than I could expect, being 200l. the fates having fo de. 
creed to favour this our Arie bold exploit, as trial 6f 
Wirt We durſt —_ 
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How he frequented Nen dogs, Aber exploits he commits 

ted in them; the Character of a Bawd, a Whore, a Pimp, 
and a Trapan ; their manner of living; ; with a e 
of their wicked lives and a ann 


Bim G Full fraught with money, we „e out 
progreſs, promiſing to ourſelves all delight imagi- 
nabe but not conſidering what the effect weuld be. 


We frequented all places of pleaſure, but among the 


chief, we ranked Brothel-houſes, which were our repoſi- 

tories. We ſeldom were ſeen in the ſtreets by day, for 
fear of diſcovery; confining ourſelves cloſe priſoners to 
ſome Bubing-houſe ; at night * ſuch as cloſely delight- 
"9, 4. | et > 
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ed in lads of darkneſs) we would ſomeklmes flutter 
abroad. Our paſtime was to hire coaches to any pre- 
tended place, and when We came near it, to make our 
eſcape. One time leaping out of the Boot, my cloak 


* 


got entangled in the ſpokes of the wheel, che Coachman 
not perceiving we were _ out, drove on; by the 
hee h continually 8 A ment was ſo entang- 
led, that I verily believed my had now conferred 
upon me the juſt puniſhment of being executed on the 


ſpeedily unbuttoned my cloak. I was loath to bid the 
Coachman ſtop, thinking I ſhouldthave it at laſt; I ran 
-Lackey:like along way, but all my endeavours to ſhift 
it, proved ineffectual ; ſo that at length I was forced to 


box, ſoon perceived the fallacy, and ftraitway demand- 
ed his money for his hire, before he would untangle my 
cloak, which I was compelled to giye him. Delivering 
me my Cloak, he told me, I had paid him, but he had 
not paid me for my attendance on him: and ſaid moreover, 
that my Cloak would not look like a Livery unleſs it was laced; 
and «ith that, with his whip laſhed me moſt cruelly. Ano- 
ther ſort of paſtime we uſed, was to kiek the old Watch- 
mens Lanthorns about the ſtreet; and it may be ſome- 
times confer a blow or two upon their ſleepy heads, and 
then fly for it. We practiſed this foolery ſo often, till 
at length we were met with, and dds Hawes It was 
thus: in Paternaſter-roto, we found a fellow faſt a flec 
upon a tall, with his Lanthorn and Candle by him, hav- 
ing firſt ſeized. on that, and thrown it away, We profo- 
cuted our abuſe by falling upon him and beating him- 
Having fo done we betook ourſelves to flight: 2 here 
we miſtook our mark, thinking him to be an old de- 
cripled Watchman, and one that had little uſe of bis 
eyes, without thoſe of his pocket; whereas to our coſt, 
{hy found him as light footed as a Stag , who overtaking 
vs, ſurpriſed us; and as s he Was carrying us to the Con- 
al 4 
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Wheel, which-I could hardly have avoided; had I not 


cry out, hold Coachman, | The Coachman coming of his 
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fable; We: met with the grand: Round, as without 
much examination, committed us as Rats to the Comp- 
ter. The chiefeſt thing that troubled us, was the appres 
henſion of our Maſters knowing where we were, but 


we reſolved to drown that care; we had not been there 


long, before other Rats, Male and Female, were eu Y 
to keep us company. 

Some of the men were all Fiber their Mobs, Scarf; 
and Hoods all rent, and none of them ſober, daming * 
and ſinking were the conſtant flouriſhes of their dif- 

courſe: calling for drink was the argument they held, 
and ; roaring: in diſtracted notes was their harmony. 4 


Though I myſelf- was comparatively wicked, yet I bleſ- 


ſed my God, I had not arrived to that height theſe ſu- 
perlative Villains had attained to. Being in their com- 


panpy, I thought myſelf in the Suburbs, or on the con- 


ſines of Hell. Sin, if it be dreſſed up in ſpecious pre- 
ar may be entertained as a companion; but when” 
it appears in its own ſhape, it cannot but ſtrike horror 
into the Soul of any, though deſperate, if not ſtupiſied. 
Wherefore me thought I was ſo far from aſſociating my- 


ſelf with them, that I proteſt, the lewdneſs of their 


actions were ſo repreſented to me with ſuch deformity, | 
that I knew not which I loathed moſt, them or the pri- 
ſon. I cannot make appear to the world what "they" 
were, nor my reſentments, unleſs I ſhould ſtuff a page 
or two with all manner of horrid Oaths, and fuch like 


foul infecting and deſtroying Plague-ſores'; wherefore'F 


ſhall take leave to anatornize the place that detained us 


trom our freedom. Then look upon a priſon as in it-- 
ſelf, and it may be fitly termed a temporal Hell, For 


As the other is a receptacle for damned Squls, the gates 
thereof ſtanding wide open; fo this refuſeth- the- recep- | 
tion of: none, though never {0 wicked a miſcreant. 
Though my durance in this place was but ſhort, yet I. 
could not but take ſome obſervations, imploying from 


1 the * of my 1 to draw up the defini. 


tion 


a) 


tion of a priſon, Hell is a Very. proper denomination for - 
it, ſince it is a place compoſed of nothing but diforder 
and confuſion ; land of darkneſs, inhabited by calami- 
ty, horror, miſery and confuſion; a bottomleſs pit of 
fraud, violence and ſtench, A priſon j is the baniſhment 
- courteſy, the center of infamy and diſparagement, 
t e deſtruction of good wits, the treafure of deſpair, 
and fining pot of end. 2 den of deceivers, a foreſt 
of ravenous beaſts. Here you may ee one weeping, 
another ſinging: one fleeping, another ſwearing; every 
one variouſſy imployed; one eating in a corner, and ano- 
ther piſſing juſt by him; it may be heretofore a military 
man, and therefore loath to forget his art, but rather 
— it in the killing of his bodily enemies, bear- 
the blood upon his nail, as the trophies 1 his 
4 0 
It i 348 to ſpeak moſt properly, 2 hoe tomb or grave 
to bury men alive in, wherein a man for half a years 
experience may learn more Law, than he can in : threa 
Terms for an hundred pound. Fr 
It is a little Wood of woe, a Map of miſery, 2 : place 
that will learn a young man more villany in fix months, 
if he will take it, than at twenty gaming Ordinaries, 
, B>whag-allies- or Bawdy-honſes, and an old man more 
policy, than if he doen pupil to Matebiaue . 
This place hath more diſeaſes predominant in it than 
the Peſt-houſe in a plague — and Kinky worle _ 
my Lord Mayor's dog-bouſe, _ 
It is à common-wealth, althou . RAY com- 
mon there; it is a deſart, Where rt lies hook-winked, 
The place is as intricate as Roſamond's Labyrinth, and 
ſo full of Meanders and crooked turnings, that it is 
ble to find the way out, except he be directed by 
ver clew; and can never overcome' the Minotaur, 
without a golden-ball to work his own ſafety, Thug. 
much in ſhort, the next day, paying our fees, and re · 
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heat, Well faid ſhe, J gueſs. at the intent of. your comi 
ther, neither ſhall you go away unſatisfied. Nature will cave 


TS 


- Juſtice, weavers diſcharged, This mis fortune made un 


not a jot more cautious, but as ſoon as we were at liber 


ty, we went upon the ſent to mother Grants, formerhy 
famous for the good Citizens wives that frequented her 


houſe; who Rill rides Admiral of all ther. reſt. of her 
function about the town, I hope the next time I go to 
viſit ber, ſhe will not get me-claped for the pains Ltake 


in praiſing her. The truth of it is, of all the Bawds 1 


know, the merits moſt, having an houſe fit for the acs 
commodation of the beſt. As for her walking alking utenſils, 
they are compoſed of the ſineſt metal, Always neatly. 
kept; which, becauſe they are not uſed upon all flight 
occaſions, they a appear the more delectable to the eye. 


As ſoon as We he entered the door, I could hear a ruf. 


lng of ſilks in ſundry places; I conceive it was their po- 
licy, by ſeeming modeſty to ſet a ſharper edge on dur 
appetites. We were conducted into a large handſome 
room ; bottles of wine were brought up, both French: 


and Spaniſh, with falt meats to reliſh the palate, — 


we gave no order for them; but it ſeems it was 


cuſtom of the houſe, a chargeable one; but without 2 


piece ſpending, you fhall know little of their practiſes. 
At length up came the old Matron; ſhe ſeats herſelf: by 
me, and began to be impudently facquainted, chucking 


me under the chin, and calling me her Son Smaet face. 


Having well warmed ourſelves with wine; and the 
good Gentlewoman perceiving that our blood began to 
i 


its courſe; and if in youth it be ſtapt, it will but Torrent” 
like, flow with the greater impetuofity.. Come, Lfee by your. 
countenances that ye were born Sons of mirth and pos — 


Hero then what flock you came FA If you want Subject o 


exerciſe your parts on, au bil have more Wine, and when 


on are inflamed, you ſhall have a Cooker. With that ſhe + 
eaves us; but another of the ſame Sex, though three 


n different in age, ** her is: At 8 
vie 
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needs deal ingemoully, at 


(8 ) 


niew I ſeemed very well pleaſed: händſome ſhe was, and 
very proportionable; — withal ſo impudent, that 1 
was antidoted againit letchery. If once a woman | 
the bounds of ſhamefacedneſs, ſhe will ſeldom! ſtop till 
the hath arrived to the * of impudence. 1 muſt 


e beginning the Needle of 
my Microcoim was touched by loves Loadſtone: but 
upon further acquaintance, if I might have had a hun- 
dred pounds, I could not have medled with her. 
Though ſhe had baited her deſires with a million of 
proſlitute countenances and enticements, yet I looked 


upon her rather a companion for an Hoſpital, and ſtood 


more in need of a Phyſicians acquaintance than mine. 
My friend had nibled at the bait; but when I heard them 


capitulating about the price, I thoug ht the wanted A fes 


for the Doctor. 

Well, had ſhe not over- traded, ſhe had not broke 00 
"IA for her trade is oppoſite to all others; for ſhe did 
ſet up without eredi:, and her too much cuſtom undid 
her; and ſo let her go, without either munen or hope 


| of repentance. . - , 


We defired to athens is variety the man chiefly: 
takes delight in: one conſtant ſort of food, without 
ating of any other, ee Manna, will cauſe 

che ſtomach to long for the pots: neither can the 


crime be greater in the enjoyment of divers perſons 


than one alone, provided Matrimony make not the act 


_ Legitamate, I do not approve of theſe conſequent lines 


tending to this purpoſe; yet give me leave to inſert; 
them, that you may underſtand how vicioully inden 
ome are in We rothy age, = 


- Borg under ave ill Planet, or aecurſt, | x 
Is he that loves one ſi ngle Whore . \ Av 
jr bo with one draughlI can always quench his thirf, 
Ded to one Miſtreſs and no more. 
-This pauſcating ching being removed, up came 185 Y 
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time about it; that the — with We! better appetit 

be taſted at night. Finding no exceptions: in this, I was 
ſo impatient till I had conſummated my deſires: with - 
drawing into another room, to heighten my thoughts, 


ſhe declared to me her birth and education; that as the 


one was well extracted, the other had occaſioned moſt 
coſt and expence. That for her part, fhe aſſociateckwitn 
none but perſons of quality, whoſe long patience and 
entreatments firſt: A a familiarity, and in fine, . 
freedom in the . of love affairs; * ſo would 
have (ſeemingly) put me off upon this ſcore, that it was 
not uſual for her to admit of any to her embraces, but 
ſuch whoſe long acquaintance had gained her affection. 
J offered her a crown, which ſhe refufed with indigna- 
tion; telling me, that ſhe was not yet reduced to ſo 
low a condition, as to become ſo poor a mercenary 
_ proſtitute. . At laſt, with much perſuaſion, I faſtned on 
her an half piece; and ſo ſtriving with her, I accomplith- 
ad my ends; and preſently in came a fellow, whoſe very 
face would have enlightned the room, though in the 
darkeſt night; for indeed it appeared to me à blazin 
Star, and his noſe (to miraculouſly he had preſerved i 5 
was the bruſhy tail. Laying his hand upon his ford, 
| he looked fiercer than a Spaniſh Don infulting over an 
Indian Slave. The bulk of his body began to heave like 
an Earthquake, whilſt his mouth, Alina like, belched 
out all manner of Sulphurous Oaths, which foared fo 
loud, as if his belly had contained a barrel of Gunpow- 
der, ad the Linſtock of his nofe had fired it. His cour- 
teous ſalutation to we was, Hou dareſi thou Son of a 
whore, preſume in this nature to diſhoneur me, in the abujmg 
F my wife, without the expectation of an immediate annibi- 
lation or diſfpation into Atoms? But I have ſomething hene 
ſhall tame thy inſolence ; and now I am reſolved to ſet thy blood 
4 „ With chat he emed to make à pals at me- 
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4 nw 1 imagini that he we e een 
d, for x ſafe guard of my life, T took up A 
„ and Teceived his point in the ſeat; and following 
it home, tumbled him down the ſtairs; and not being 
able to recover myſelf, fell with him. My Comrade 
came running down at the noiſe to aſſiſt me; but he ſee- 
zug me rather make uſe of my heels than hands, fol- 
lowed my example, and fo built 2 Sconce, leaving the 
old Baud to condole her great N 5 for ee 7 
Was very conſiderable. © © 
Now "becauſe I have often met with theſe dee or 
Trapanning Villains, I think it will not be unſuitable: to 
on 1 diſcourſe, to inſert 1 neee 1 
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K CHARACTER 
or an | 27 az 
n eon TRAPAN. | 


Bawdy -houſe is his Cloyſter, white he 8 1 

5 ſays his Matins. He is a Whores protector, pre- | 
Ending himſelf more valiant than any of the Antient 
Heroes, thereby thinking to take off the fuſpicion ofa i 
-coward from himſelf: for the opinion of valour, is a | 
good protection to thoſe that dare not uſe it. His fre- I | 
quent drawing his ſword upon any flight occafion, | 
makes the ignorant ſuppoſe him valiant; whereas he | 
durſt not do it, but when he is confident no danger 

will enſue thereon. Ie never ſtrikes any, but ſuch he 

1 * will not return his blows. In company he 1 . — | 

er 
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derfub exceptions and cholerick, thinking in the fray _ 
ſome booty may be obtained: but his wrath never 
ſwells higher than when men are loath to give him any 


ff 


_ occaſion : but the only way to pacify, him, is to beat 


him ſoundly. The hotter you grow, the milder he is, 
proteſting he always honoured you. The more you 
abuſe him, the more he ſeems to love you: if he chance 
to be quarrelſome, you may threaten him into a quiet 
temper. Every man 1s his maſter that dares beat him; 
andevery one dares that knows him; and he that dares 
do this, is the only man that can do niuch with him. 
Yet if he knows a coward, he will purpoſely fall out 


with him, to get courteſies from him, and fo be bribed . 
into a reconcilment. Yet I cannot ſay but that he may 


fight, (if with great advantage) being ſo accuſtomed to 
the ſight of drawn Swords, which probably may infuſe 
ſomething of a conceit into him; which he ſo magnifies 
by his own good opinion, that he would have people 
believe that the Mole-hill of his Proweſs is no leſs than 
a Mountain. This little he hath, he is no nigard in 
difplaying ; reſembling ſome Apothecaries Shops, full 
of pots, though little contained in them. His Eſtate 
lic in contrivances ; and though other Landlords have 

but four Quarter days, he hath three hundred ſixty and 
odd to receive the fruits of his ſtratagems. He is well 

ſkilled in Cards and Dice, which help him to cheat 

young Gulls newly come to Town; and the reaſon he 

uſually gives for it 1s, A Woodcock muſt be plucked ere he be 
drei. If that will not do, he carries him to one of his 
Miſtreſſes, and fo both join to plume this fowl: if there 

be not ready money to anſwer expectation, a Bond of 
conſiderable value muſt ſerve in turn, atteſted by two whe 
will wear any thing for Half a Crown. No man puts 
his brains to more uſe than he; for his life is a daily in- 


vention, and each meal a meer ſtratagem. He hath an 


excellent memory for his acquaiꝑtance; if there ever 
paſt but an Hæ dio you? between him and an other, it. 
4 * | ik 


—_— |... t &.3 


ſhall ſerve ſeven years hence for an embrace, and that 
for money. Out of his abundance of joy to fee you, 
he offers a bottle of Wine; and in requital of his kind- 
neſs, can do no leſs than make you pay for it: whilſt 
you are drawing money, he fumbles in his pockets (as 
ſchool-boys with their thumbs, being about to be whip- 
ped) till the reckoning be paid, and fays, It muſt not be 
e, yet is eaſily perſuaded to it, and then cries, Gentle- 
men, you force me to incivility. When his whores cannot 
fupply him, he borrows of any that will lend him 
ought ; of this man a ſhilling, and of another as much; 
which ſome lend him, not out of hope to be repayeds 
but that he will never treuble them again, Tf he finds 
a good look from any, he will haunt him fo long, till 
he force a good nature to the neceſſity of a quarrel. He 
loves his friend as one doth his cloak that hath but one, 
and knows not how to get another; he will be ſure to 
wear him thread-bare ere he forſake him. Men fhun 
him at laſt as infection; nay, his old companions, his 
dloaths that have been hung upon him ſo long, at length 
fall off too. His prayer in the morning is, That his 
cheats may take effect that day; if not, that he may be 
drunk before night. He ſleeps with a Tobacco- pipe in 
his mouth, and he dreams of nothing but Villany. If 
any miſchief eſcapes him, it was not his fault, for he 
Jays as fair for it as he could. He dares not enter into a 
ſerious thought, leſt he hang himſelt; but if ſuch me- 
lancholy ſeize him, the drink is his refuge, and drunk- 
enneſs cures him. Laſtly, he commonly dies like a 
common Malefactor on the Gallows, or like Herculows 
with fire in his bones. When hanged, if begged for an 
Anatomy, it would ſerve to convert Tobacco-ſmoakers 
from delizhting in the exceſs thereof; for they will find 
the funncl of his body, I mean his throat, furred and 
choaked up. | „ 
Being 2 from danger, we rejoiced exceedingly 
that we thus fo narrowly eſcaped, reſolving to houſe 
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ourſelves in the next Bubbing. place we came to; that we 
might talk freely of this rencounter. A place (pointed 
out to us by the Devils Finger) ſoon preſented itſelf to 
jour eyes, which we with more than good ſpeed enter; 
ed; and coming into the kitchen, I was not a little 
amazed at the ſight of a thing ſitting in a chair by the 
ſire- ſide, with a pipe of tobacco in its mouth, and a 
quartern of Strong-waters by its ſide. This Tun of fleſh 
reſembled an Elephant, for the bigneſs of her waiſt, had 
there been the leaſt appearance of a tooth: A noſe ſhe 
had which with all wonder be it ſpoken fo long, as that 
it was a fit reſemblance of the Elephants Proboſcis or 
trunk. But as I {aid before, her teeth were fallen out; 
and as' 610g, heghbours to reconcile them, her chin 
and noſe reſolved to meet about it, ſhe bids us welcome 
as well as ſhe could ſpeak, go, I think fhe could not; 


* C7 2s 
2 


but opening her mouth, Lord, what ſtrong imaginati- 
A ons my fancy ſuggeſted to me! Me thought I faw He 

1 gaping to devour me; and within that bottomleſs Con- 
- cave, I could diſcern infinite numbers of Souls, whoſe 


1 demnation ſhe was neceffary to; and coming ſomewhat 
too near her I imagined her breath was bituminous, and 
de ſmelt of Brimſtone. She might ſitly be compared to 
old coal that hath been well burnt, that with the leaft 
If ſpark will re-kindle, and fire at any thing near it, Put 


ne her fit teſt likeneſs 18 the Devil, her en vy running paral- | 
ba lel with his. All that the Devil endeavours, is to bring 
BY mankind into the ſame ſtate with himſelf; and a Bawds 


K aim is to make all fair women like her: now becauſe 


— I their youth perhaps will not admit of it fo ſoon, the 
5 hurries them on to it by degrees, by drinking, {moak- 
m ing, painting, and daily exceſs in venery, I looked 
TS about her houſe very inquiſitively, but 1 could not 
1d judge her moveables (ſetting aſide her quick cattle), to 
\d be worth an inventory. Her bedding I doubt is infec- 


tious, few coming near it, but they are preſently taken 
* with a fit of the falling ns This old Beldame be. 
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and his. Why what Tra 


(432 ) 


"oY loath to put her throat to the trouble of poo dy her 
white Devils about her, had got a whiſtle, on whi 


uſed ſeveral notes; which muſical language her gin 
underſtood very well. We called for drink; the old 


Bawd rep] ed ſhe would ſend for ſome, though ſhe had 
it in the Mn; this was, to be ſure of our money. 


Herein ] obſerved their temperance, not ſuffering us to 


have too much meaſure. Wenches we had plentifully; 
one more eſpecially I took notice of, to have the ſwar- 
thieſt ſkin I have ſeen Engliſh born, on which an ordi- 
nary felow was very ſweet. When I ſaw my opportu- 


nit y, I aſked him(craving his excuſe) What trade he was ? 


Pat as I would have it, he anſwered me, That he was a 
Tanner, I concluded ſo, Sir, (faid I) by your dreſſing of that 
Calves tin there. This Dull-headed fool apprehended 
me not, but began to be angry, telling me, His Trade 
cas a good Trade, and I need not ee A is. £ told him, 
did In | fince there 20 oo analogy betaween my Trade 

2 are you ? (ſaid he, I may aſk 
you a queſtion, as well as you me) I replyed, That I was. 
a Cuckold maker, How can that be like my profeſſion ? faid 
he. Jn this, ſaid I, You dreſs the ſkins, and I trim the 
Horn, The Bawd at this, fell into ſach an extream fit 
of laughter, that down fell her pipe, and up came the 
ſtrong waters that ſhe had ſwallowed : but that was not 


all, for having not her retentive faculty, ſhe let fly: 


ſurely ſhe was overcharged, which made her recoyl, and 
ſo blew out her breech-pin, She was forced to leave us, 

and about an hour after returned; how fect, I can-_ 
not tell you, We fell into diſcourſe again: |] I aſked her, 
How long ſhe had lived in this houſe? To years (faid ſhe) 
g longer time than any houſe I have lived in this twenty years: 
with that I concluded ſhe was in fee with the Juſtices 


Clerk My ſtomach being wateriſh, I would needs have 
ſome Eggs and Bacon ; but Lord, what an Agony the 
hearing thereof put the Bawd in ! deſiring me to deſiſt, 


15 e mould « die at the hight of them, I aſked her the 
Fradon | . 


| of 


* 


W 


* "FF ww %V puny pry OO HY 


4 BY 


F Tueſday, eſpecially, on which the Apprentices pulled down 
” my bouſe ; and fich, as I was, pulled me violently. away from 


a Caudle I had prepared to comfort me: But they gave me one 


evith a Pox to them, and the Devil dam take the rotten Eggs 
in it, with which I thought they <pould have pelted out my 


brains, after they bad dragged me ſufjiciently, and worried 
me (as 4 Maſtiff would a Cat ) till they were weary of the 


port: fearing I ſhould catch cold, they out of pity covered me © 


warm in a Bog-houſe. But the worſt was, after this kind 
uſage, 1was to go through à long ftreet, before I could come 
10 an acquaintance of mine, wherein I could ſafely ſecure my- 


ſelf From the cit. rage of theſe Hell-hounds, All along as: I 


went, a thouſand Dogs barked at me, the ſtreet was filled - 
with people looking and laughing at my ſad diſaſter, but none 
daring to come near me. They ſay, 1 left ſo ſtrong a- ſcent 
behind me, that ſeveral of the Inhabitants left their dwellings - 


 bouſes for a confiderable time upon it, and that the ſtrong ſa. 


wour remained in that place above twenty days. I ſeemed 
to pity her much, promiling to viſit her often; and ſa 


ve left her, 


EWAP, 
+ * F.. 
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What a Trick he ſerved his Comrade ; how himſelf waz © 
Trapaned ; his own Cloaths taken from him ; the Baud 
out of pretended pity, inveſted him with an old peticoat and 
wwaiſtcoat ; his admittance into a Boarding-ſchool ; his get- 
ing many of the young Ladies with Child, his diſcovery, 
and his flight, 


HUS from one Bawdy-houſe to another, was our 
daily travel, ftill finding out ſome variety that 
might _ us. About the twilight, coming along by 
a well built houſe, I faw a Gentlewoman richly attired, 
ſtanding at the door, who, as I paſſed by, very civilly 
ſaluted me, and fo withdrew herſelf. I followed her in, 
as very well underſtanding how to interpret ſuch acti- 
ons. She brought us into an elegant Inner-room, and 
then with much civillity and good carriage, inviting us 
to fit down. She called to her ſervant to bring ſome 
bottles of wine, reſolving to make us pay dearly for 
her extraordinary favours. By our habits ſhe took us 
for no leſs than perſons of quality; for we had gallant- 
| Jy accoutred ourſelves ; and I thought that fortune now 
had deſigned me her chiefeſt favourite, in throwing this 
unexpected bleſſing upon me. She cauſed her Lute to 
be brought her, to which ſhe ſung Jo harmonically, that 
the Mulic of the Sphears are no more to be compared 
to it, than a Scotch Bagpipe to an Organ. This 10 in- 
toxicated my Comrade, with the Wine together (not 
but that they had a great operation oa myſelf) that he 
fell faſt a ſleep, (dead drunk.) Glad I was to my very 
heart of this accident, fearing he might be à rival in 
my intention: and to the intent I might remove all im- 
| f pediments 
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E 
pediments that might hinder my ſole enjoyment of this 
lady, I conſulted with myſelf what to do with him: I 
vas not long about it, but ſtraight found out this cun- 
ning plot, which was to ſend him home to his Maſter. 
Love, to a Woman is ſo forceable, that what will it not 
do? to fum up all; it will make a man betray his friend. 
I made my apology to the Gentlewoman for her civilli- 
ty, and requeſted the favour to have her ſervant to pro- 
cure me a Porter; whilft ſhe was gone to execute my 
deſires, I ſearched his pockets, and took away all his 
gold; for we had converted all our money into that 
metal, which we always made our Vade mecum. To in- 
gratiate myſelf with that Gentlewoman, I acquainted 
her with my deſign; which ſhe heartily laughed at. 1 
further deſired her, that I might have a card and a 
piece of paper. On the card I wrote a ſuperſcription, 
and pined it on his back, directing the thing to his 
maſter, living in ſuch a place: with the paper, I wrote 
aà letter to him, to this effect: OLE” | | 


S 1 R, 


Lately I found your Gooſe upon the way, 
I took him up, as one that went aſtray ; 
To recompence my pains, Ipull'd his feathers, 
Such precious down will warm me in all weathers ; 
His fleſh I love not ; it belongs to you : 

T he giblets though I keep, and fo adieu. 


I gave the Porter inſtructions, that he ſhould but juſt 
put him within the doors, and leave the letter, and ſo 
with all ſpeed come away, to prevent examination : 
brought me word he had performed my order, what 
diſcants were made thereon, I ſhall leave the reader to 

imagine. By this time J had gained my Miſtreſs with a 
| THhower of Gold, which had fo far prevailed on her, that 

Ke proteſted ſhe was ſolely at my devotion. I v_ S 
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* Have had her to have gone immediately to bed; but the 
told me, There world be time enough befare:marning to ſport 
in, and that wwe ſpould be both tired if we went is bed ſo ſoons. 
Therefore, to divert ourſelves we drank and: ſung toge- 


ther in parts, I myſelf having indifferent good judge- 


ment. Having ſpun owt the time ſo long, till it was 


time to go to bed, ſhe then conducted me to her cham-: 
ber, were ſhe intended ive ſheuld:diecr Though the made 


what haſt ſhe could to undreſs: herfelf, yet me thought 
1 commended before her 


Vocal and Inſtrumental Muſic; but then I eſteemed no 
other Muſic ſweeter than what: the Tag made againſt her 


ſhe was purpoſely tedious. 


body when ſhe was unlacing herſelf. About two o'clock. 


in the. morning, three fellows ruſhed into the room; 
at which I awaked, but made as little noiſe as a Perdue. - 
My Miſtreſs leaping out of bed, they ſeized on her; 


gagged and bound her; and then opening the two leaves 
of the window that was the entrance into the Belcony, 
they came in all haſte to the bed, and in a trice, had. 
rowled up the bed ſo cloſe, that they had like to have 


ſtiſſled me in the middle on't : though they dragged me 


in the bed from off the bedſtead, rudely letting me fall 
on the ground, yet I feit no harm; ; Every part of me 
was ſo Well guarded, that in this condition, I might 
have bid defiance to a cannon- ball. But when I ed 
them talk of finging the bed over the Belcony to their 
companions, ] thought I ſhould have died inſtantly with 


fear, knowing 41 muſt of neceſſity go with it. Where- . 
upon I cryed out as loud as I could, and ſtrugling, I got. 
a little place open, and then Lroored like a Bull. They 


ſeemed to be ſu:priſed with my unexpected noiſe, and 
fied, faſtning a rope to the Belcony, to {lide down into 
the ſtreet. Perceiving they were ail gone, J groped 
about the room (for it was very dark) ſpeaking very 
lowly, where are you Madam; repeating it often; but 
much wondred I could not hear her anſwer me. As | 
as feeling round the room, ſtretching forth my mm 


* 


(gfe 

I chanced,. to run one of my hands againſt her, and 
one of my fingers into her mouth: I thought my finger 
had ſtrayed at firſt, miſtaking the place; but ſearching 
farther, and finding teeth, I knew then where about I 
was, and diſcovered a ſtick in her mouth, keeping it 
wide open, as Butchers do their Sheep with a Gambrel. 

But having removed this obſtacle of her ſpeech, ſhe 
begged me to looſe her hands; which: having done, ſhe 
untied her feet; and with that, ſhe would have claſped 
me in her arms; but I hung back, being ſenſible of the 
ſtinking” condition that the fear had put me in. She 
was very inquifitive after my welfare, aſking me again 


and again, whether I had received any harm from the Vil- 


laint. I told her no, nay, then I care not for my cd ſuf? 
ferings, or whit leſs I have ſuſtained by them, ſaid ſhe, and 
ſo ſpeedily went for a candle. As I was thinking to A- 
pologize for my naſtineſs, up ſhe came with a light, 
viewing me, and perceiving what a condition I was in, 
ſhe kept at a diſtance; Sir, (faid ſhe) my fancy ſuggeſts t 
' me, that you may now reſemble Nebuchadnezzar chen meta- 
morphozed into à beaſt, and lying in his own dung; when 
you ſhall have reaſſumed your humanity, I ſhall preſume to ap- 
proach nearer ta you. I made my Sirreverence to her, 
wiſhing they had gagged her breech ſo wide, that her 
guts might have a paſſage through her poſteriours. For 
plainly perceived, notwithſtanding all her ſpecipus pre- 
tences, ſhe was the founder of this plot. ell, ſhe 
caufed water to be brought up, and which I cleaned my- 
ſelf; and becauſe my ſhirt had too firong a ſmell, ſhe 
lent me a ſmock, which preſaged ere long I ſhould wear 
coats too. AR nl 27» 124.4 517. 7 
Having ſhifted myſelf, J looked for my cloaths, but 
there was a Non. &/# inventus out againſt them, all my 
ſearch could afford me not the leaſt comfort: my miſ- 
treſs ſeemed much diſturbed at my loſs; but when I 
told her I had loſt ſuch a conſiderable quantity of Gold, 
her ſorrow ſeemcd to be redoubled, and I am fure her 
5⸗ N | inward 


(9). 


me [ | inward j joy v was 8 She e me with a 

_ great many friendly expreſſions, deſiring me to be pa 

1 tient, and indeed neceſſity forced me to it: Iafked her 

3 Þþ advice what I ſhould do iir this naked condition: There 

i. x o i na remedy (the replyed) you mu/t be content to cleath your- 

elf in 2 apparel, as for mans, 1 have none to Hl 
au with. 

F [ conſented to it, and preſently ſhe dreſt me up in 
4 one of her Gowns, with all the appurtenances thereto 
_ belonging. 

1 The ſlenderneſs of m y body, whiteneſs of ſkin, Wo 
ty, and fmoothneſs of 555 (having no hairs thereon) 
added. a ſuitableneſs to the garb. I muſt ingeniouſſy 
_ "confels, when 1 confulted 2 25 2 lookir ng: glaſs, 1 thought 
the tranſmutation of Sexes had. been ie in mez 
but when I walked, I found ſomething pendulous, 
which eaſily perſuaded me fo the See of my- 
ſelf. 
E 1 by thought it folly to tax her for my misfortune, . 
vv ing how little i would advantage me. The time was 
Ss come, I was to take my leave of her: going to ſalute 
. her, I committed a foul miſtake, endeavouring to pull 
of my hood inſtead of my hat, and making a leg (as 
che vulgar term it) inflead of a curchy ; ; but ſhe advi- 
| fing me to rdctity that miſtake for the time to come, We 
kick each other acfeu. 

In this diſguiſe L traverſed the ſtreets, it being almoſt 
| impoſſible for any to diſcover me, my voice being fo 
Bf efleminate, that [ was confident that would never be- 
| tray me. As I walked, I conſulted with reaſon what 
was moſt expedicnt. My i invention was ready to aſſiſt 
me; and thus it Was. 
| Finding a Bill on a door, I knocked, deſiring to ſec 
u hat lodgings they had; I was very civilly intreated to 
come in, And was thow?! ſeveral rooms with much reſ- 

pect, for my female habit was very gallant, and fo it 


8 * ad need, for it colt me dearer than ſo much cloth of 
| Sold. — 
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Gold. I fixed at laſt upon a Chamber extraordinary 


well furniſhed ; never ſcrupled the price, but agreed to 


the Landlords own terms. 


py 


I told him I was lately come out of the country, and 
that my trunks were not yet arrived, with a great many 
more fictions to prevent ſuſpicion. "On 
At firſt, I intended to take it for no longer time than 
could contrive away to diſpoſe of myſelf, and pracure 
mans Apparel ; but perceiving how agreeable my fea- 
ture, ſtature and geſture were to my female weeds, I 


reſolved to try ſome projects in them. 


There was a young, Gentleman that lay in the houſe, 
and took ſpecial notice of me as ſoon as I entered it, 
and as he told me next day, was overjoyed that I had 
determined to be a lodger there, this Braus (had more 
meney than wit) had prepared à banquet for me, and 
requeſted the favour of me, that it and myſelf might 


be received into my chamber: | Wegged I could not do 
it in point of honour, and therefore deſired to be excul, 
ed; but he preſt me ſo far (getting his landlady to in- 


terceed for him, that at laſt, though with much ſeem- 


ing unwillingneſs) I condeſcended thereto. Very merry 
they were, but ] thought it prudent to be referved. My 


Amoriſt ſo gazed on me, that I thought he would have 


devoured me with his eyes, kiſſing me ſometimes, which 


had like to have made me diſgorge my ſtomach in his 
face. For in my opinion, it is very unnatural, for one 
man to kiſs another, though of late too cuſtomary 1 
know it is; yet I look on ſuch as uſe it, inclining te 
Sodomy, and have had the unhappineſs to be acquainted 


with ſeveral, who ufing that unpatiiral action, found it 


only the Preludium to a more beaſtly intention. In threv 
days time we grew ſo intimately acquainted, that at laſt 
he became impudent. One time as I paſt h him, he 
catched at me, endeavouring co intrude his hand whers 
he had no intereſt, but he did it fo rudely, that I verily 
thought he had ſpoiled me; I believe he imagined that 
| a - "WY: 
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he had caught me by the buſh, which ſome Ladies wear 
very long to hide their riſin ng bellies. I ſhewed myfelf 
much diſpleaſed at him for doing, expreſſing my re- 
ſentment i in bitter words for ſo great a crime. Next 
morning, he courted me to a reconciliation with' a Gold 
Watch : by that he ſhould have been well {killed in 
ing female affections; for there is nothin prevails 
on them more than preſents ; and nothing \ xi ſooner 
over them a total conqueſt, than the hopes of enjoying 
2 fair promiſing fortune. With much. importunity I 
accepted his peace- offering, conditionally , that he ſhould 
never attempt the like offence, Nothing troubled me 
more, than how to dreſs myſelf when my cloaths were 
off, I durſt not lay two things together, for fear I ſhould 
miſtake ; there were ſo many baubles, I wiſhed for a 
n and ink, to write on them what places they proper- 
by belonged to. Viewing them on the table together, 
12 | £4599 BU to my. thoughts, Babel, or à greater 
onfuſion, and nothing but a miracle could eocfiibe or- 
der out of them. I had ſo improyed m fad by hourly 
practice, when none was with me, and obſervation of 
others, that i had now the knack on't, I new modeled 
my ſteps, my former Deng $09 large by three quarters; 
I could advantageouſly caſt my eye, ſet my face in a 
atform; 3 and diſect my words; my feet were my only 
traitors, and therefore 1 always kept them cloſe priſo- 
ners, for their greatneſs (like the Devils doven. foot 
roclaimed me the contrary Sex I imitated. ' Well, I 
thought it high time to Tas of ele not without plucking 
my Widgeon, Havin 15 1 t opportunity, there being 
none preſent but myſelf, I pretended diſappointment of 
money, and that my rents were not yet due, and there- 
fore deſired him to dend me Jol. for eight days; at the. 
termpation of Which time, I mould not fail to return 
it with gratitude. He was much joyed, that I would 
fayour him ſo far, as to accept his ſervice; and with 
that dew like _ icaring he would have fractur- 
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ed his F for haſte to bring me the money, which 
received from him thankfully. I cauſed a coach to be 
called, pretending L had Fahnes in the city. My Cully . 
would have waited on me, which I utterly refuſed, tel. 
ing him without privacy, my affairs would prove inef. 72 
fectual; wWhereuf n he deſiſted. "Fn; 
"Comin; into urc hin. lane, Tent. toa Saleſman, and 
bought (pretendedly for my maid) an ordinary peticoat 
and waittcoat,. furniſhing myſelf with all the appurte- 
nances requiſite for a ſervant maid. 
I nſtead of returning to my Lodging, I cauſed the 
Coachman to drive me to one of the principal nurſeries 
of Veaus, in Weſton” Park. For I looked upon it as a 
matter of ſmall import, to take my leave either of my 
young Gallant at home, or my Landlord, fince I had 
not lei the leaſt mortgage behind me for leeping. 
Mother * 2 was the nickname of that corpulent 
Matron, that with much demonſtration of ; joy received 
me into her houſe; neither could ſhe forbear expreſſing 
her great latisfaction, in that her civil and honeſt de- 
portment was ſo generally taken notice of, as that it 
Thould be an inducement to ſtrangers to ſhelter them- 
ſelves under her Tutelage, prefering her as a Guardian 
or Tutreſs, before ſo many thoroughly tried, and long 
experienced Gentlewomen both in City and Suburbs. 
She highly applauded both the features and complexion 
of my face, not forgetting the right colour of my hair, 
which was flaxen: the ſtature of my perſon ininitely 
_ pleaſed her, which was ſomewhat of the talleſt : in 
| ſhort, nothing diſliked her, but that ſhe ſaid I looked 
8 1f I had 2 greater mind to beat than buſs; and to 
of fight, than alight my Gallants with ſmiling inſinua- 
tions. 
1 not been long in her houfe Wefers A roaring 
Damme entered the "houſe, (a conſtant viſitant) who 
meeting with my Guardian, was informed that there 
Was a rich treaſure diſcovered her Vonls, ane that 
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none ſhould attempt to ſpring the Mine, till he had 
made entrance by the firſt ſtroak, in ſhort, he was 
brought into the Chamber where I was, who at firſt 
behaved himſelf indifferently civil, and treated me no- 
bly : but O Heavens! how great was my confuſion and 
diſtraction, when ſtrength of arguments and force of 
hands would not repel the fury of his luſt, and that no- 
thing would ſerve his turn but lying with nie. Ide. 
fended myſelf manfully along time; but ſeeing it was 


* to hold out any longer, and that 1 muſt be 


difcovered, the next aſſault he made, forced me fo cry 
out : this ſo alarmed my Gentleman (concluding this 
out-cry proceeded not from modeſty and "chaſtity, but 
out of ſome trapanning deſign) that he drew his Eil, 4 
and made toward the Stair- caſe, and running down with 
more haſte than good ſpeed, over-turned my kind Go- 
verneſs (that was pufling up the ſtairs to my relief) and 
fo both tumbled down together : fear had ſo diſpoſſeſſed 
this huffling fellow of his ſenſes, that he niſtook my 
old Matron for the Braus he thought did uſually attend 
me, and ſo without once looking behind him, made 
nis eſcape into the ſtreet, leaving the piece of antiquity 
not 2 mech defaced by time, as by this difmal accident 
fo near extinguiſhed, that ſhe was half undone in the 
vaſt expence of her ſtrong waters, to bring her tongue 
to one ſingle motion, 

Coming to herfelf you may imagine how I was treat- 
ed by her; but to be brief, I told her I could not brook 
fuch a courſe of life, wherein all enjoyments were at- 
tended by ruin and deſtruction, although habited and 
cloathed in the ſeeming ornaments of "Teal 'pleaſure ; 
adding morcover, that [ would ſpeedily leave her houſe, 
inveſting myſelf with a meaner garb, beſtowing thoſe I | 
ore on her in part of ſatisfaction for what ſhe ſuffered 
through my means. This propoſition ſo well pleaſed 
her, that I had free liberty to do as I thopght conveni- 


ent ne In, 


Exchangin g 


0 
| Exchanging my fine M. adamſhip for plain Yoanſbipg Z 
my equipage being ſuitable for ſervice, I reſolved to ap- 
ply myſelf to a Boarding-ſchool, and the rather, having 
e it to be more e with beauties, than 
any other, my addreſs proved as ſucceſsful as I could 
deſire, for inſtantly upon my motion, I was received in 
as 2 menial Servant of the houſe. But when I came to 
uſe the tools of the Kitchen, I handled them ſo ſcurvily, 
it made my fellow-ſervants ſplit with laughter. To add 
to my misfortune, thoſe Varlets one time when we had 
ſome meat to roaſt, on purpoſe got out of the way for 
awhile, to ſee how could behave myſelf; and then I 
did ſpit the meat ſo ſtrangely, that coming into the 
Kitcken, they could not tell at firſt ſight what thoſe 
joints were called at the fire. My actions had proclaim- 
ed my ignorance in all domeſtick affairs, ſo that my 
Miſtreſs could not but take much notice of me; the re- 
fult was, that I was altogether unfit for Her ſervice, aun | 
that ſhe could do no leſs than diſcharge me. | 
Fearing that my deſign was now fruſtrated, and my 
hopes of delight annihilated, I could not contain my 
tears from bedewing my face. My blubbered eyes 
wrought ſo, powerfully on my Miſtreſs, that I judged it 
now the fitteſt time in broken accent to molity her an- 
ger, and ſtill reſerve my place in her ſervice. Where- 
upon I told her a great many formal and plauſible lies 
well methodized, that I had all my life time lived in an 
obſcure Village, amongſt rude and ill bred people; and 
therefore knew nothing; that it was my deſire to _ 
not ſo much valuing wages as experience, and it Wa- 
for that intent I had tendered my ſervice. The 1 
old Gentle woman being much pleated with my freedom, 
preſently ordered the maids that without their grining 
and gigleting, the ſhould ſhe me any ching t under- 
ſtood not. 
By diſigent obſerving, I gained ſhor ty an -;ndifferthir 
Enow tedge: though 1 lay with one of my fellow-fer- 
-vants 


tory. Our Coachman for ſeveral years hath ſhown me 
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rants every night, yet I judged it no prudence to diſco- 
ver to her my Sex (though much againſt my will) till L 
had by external kindnefles endeared her to me. I went 
through my bufineſs pretty handily, giving a general 
ſatisfaction, gaining daily an intereſt upon the loves of 
the young Ladies. 

O! the fine inexpreffible petulen ces chat daily, nay, 


| | hourly paſt between me and ſome other of them; and 
fo crafty I was grown, that I perfectly did counterfeit * 


modeſt maiden. Sometimes we would retire three or 
four of us into a private corner, yet not ſo obſcure but 


that we intended to be ſeen by ſome man or other W 


had afore diſcoyered,; and then as if affrighted by an 
unexpected ſurpriſe, "{queck out, and then with ſtrange 
haſte endeavour to hide our pretended ſhamefacenets. 


Thus concurring and ſuiting myſelf to their humours, E 


| 27 all the freedom I could ee. 
And now I thought it high time to handle the mat- 


ter for which I came about ; for indeed fleſh and blood 
could not hold out any longer. One night [ perceived 
my bed - fellow could not in the leaſt cloſe her eyes, con- 
tinually ſighing and tumbling to and fro, ſometimes 
laying her over me, and at other times hugging me in 


Her arms, as if I had been in a pres. At firſt I thought 
this coinmotion or perturbation proceeded from Sym- 
pathy, as queſtionleſs in part it did; for I found expe- 
rimentally by myſelf that my heart did beat as if it 


would have forced its paſſage through my breaſt. 

I thought I could do no leſs than aſk the cauſe why 
me was thus reſtleſs. At ſirſt, ſigns were her only an- 
ſwers, till at laſt (1 preſſed her much) poor thing ſhe 
melted into tears. As ſoon as her eyes had given over 


deluging, and that her heart would give her leave to 
ſpeak ; one (ſaid ſhe, for ſo I called myſelf) if thou wilt 
keep my ſecrets, I will tell thee my whole heart. Hav- 


ing promiſed to do that, ſhe began thus to relate her 


more 
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than common reſpect, and indeed I have concealed that 
affection I ever bore him, yet I could not but now and 
then give him flight occaſions of hopes, as the months 
wherein we lived together added to our age, ſo did it 
add true life and vigour to our loves, which increaſed 
o much and faſt, that I could hide mine no longer, but 
herein conſiſts ray miſery, that our affections aim at 
different ends; I tain would marry him; he is only for. 
prelent ene and finding me obſtinate, and not 
in the leaſt yielding to his amorous ſolicitations, begins 
to ſlight me, and toys with ſuch before my face, that I 
know will ſurrender their maiden forts upon the firſt 
ſummons. , Now dear Joan let me tell thee, I can hold 
out no longer, but am reſolved to give him all the op- 
portunities 9 privacy 1 can invent, upon the leaſt mo- 
tion offered, I, Will entertain it. I perſuaded her from 
this raſh reſolution with as much reaſon as I could utter; 
inculcating the danger of being gotten with child, with 
all its aggravations : that having obtained his ends, his 
love would be converted into loathing ; and he having 
rejected her as his object, none that new her would 
chooſe her as an object that may make an honeſt wife; 
tor who would marry a whore, but to entail the Pox 
on his progeny ? what ever I alledged ſhe valued not. 
Seeing ſhe was full bent, I thought this critical hour *to 
diſcover, myſelf to her. Come, come (ſaĩd I) [will quickly 
put you out gf. conceit with John, and cure this love that jo 
much troubles, ho, and 10 1 did, after which I enjoyed 
her ſilence; which I thought ſhe would have done, for 
her own. intereſt ſake ; which the did for a While. E 
came at length fo be very much beloved in general. It 
was the cuſtom almoſt every night for the young Ladies 
to run ſkittifthly up and down into one anothers Cham- 
bers; and I was ſo peſtered with them, that they would 
not let me fleep. But 1 had an excellent Guardian iu 

bed with me, that would not let any of them come m- 
to us, reſolving to monopolize me to herſeife It was 
. 0 * i *  goud. 
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fort ee how this maid always followed me as 
my ſhadow, and whatever E was doing, ſhe would have 
A hand in it with me. What an endleſs work we made 
in making the beds! our Miſtrefs ſaw her work very 
much neglected, laying all the blame upon my bed-fel- 
low ; and indeed not without cauſe, for her mind was 
fo employed about thinking on night, that ſhe did little 
all day; which my Miſtreſs percerving, turned her 
away ; which was no ſmall joy to me, 1 for no other 
conſideration than her extreme fondneſs, which I knew 
would betray us both in the end. ; 
After the departure of my bed-fellow, the young 


Ladies pitying my loneneſs in the night, redreſt that 


ſolitude by their welcome preſence. The firſt that came 
had like to have ſpoiled all by her ſquaking, but ſome 
of her aſſociates running to know what was the matter, 
he readily told them ſhe thought there was a Mouſe in 
the bed: thus fatisfied. they departed, and. I enjoyed 
der as I did the other, ſilence : but alas! all injunctions 
on women to Keep a ſecret, are but as ſo many perſua- 
tions to divulge it. Notwithſtanding I had ſo enjoyed 
her ſecrecy, yet {he made it known to ſome that ſhe en- 
tertained a peculiar reſpect for, intending they ſhould 
participate with her in what ſhe enjoyed. This diſcovery 
put me to an extreme hard taſk ; I ſhould never have 
undergone it had not variety of ſuch Iweet \fmelling 
Roſebuds encouraged me. 


Thus frequently each night did] ing 

My uncontrouled Pajſeons 3 - and for heat, 

And Active livelin: fs, I thought that none 
Could ſtand with me in campe etition ; 

Treas then, forgetful wretch, that Ia kiſs 
Did oft prefer before a greater bliſs : 

hat aid Tcare? my carnal joys did feel ; 

59 Ag bted Heaven, and ne're fearcd Hell: 
But let me henceforth learn to flight thife riss, 
And ſet my «200 t pen Celeſtial gt. +. 


6 


In the very height of theſe my jollities, I could not 
forbear thinking ſometimes on the Eternal condition; 
but cuſtom and opportunity had ſo abſolutely inſlaved 
me, that good thoughts which were but ſeldom, wrought 
little good effects upon me. But if my Souls welfare 


would not deter me from theſe foul and wicked acts, 


yet love to my prefent mortal condition, compelled me 
for a while to deſiſt, and by flying thoſe embraces I 
lately ſo hotly purſued, ſhun thoſe complicated miſchiefs 
which were appropriated, the undeniable effects of my 
immoderate and deſtructive wantonneſs. My approach- 
ing danger was too viſible, for I obſerved that ſome of 
the young Ladies began to find ſtrange alterations in 
their bodies, with frequent qualms coming over their 
ſtomachs, which made me fick to be gone; and in this 
manner I did plot my eſcape. My Miſtreſs having 2 
Son much about my ſtature, and one time finding a fit 
opportunity, 1 got a ſuit of cloaths of his, with other 
perquiſites, which I put on, reaſſuming my proper ſhape 
and habit, and ſo with flying colours marched off, in- 
ſulting over the conqueſt of ſo many Maiden-heads, 
leaving the quondam poſſeſſors thereof, t6 deplore their 
enſuing miſery, and condemn their own rafh folly, 
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What a 7 rick he ſerved a young Man of his er, 
zwhom he met with accidentally ; how he was pinched with 
berger, and what ways he invented 1 to kill it, 


Lage ſpeed I could to Londen, knowing the 1 | 
nefs of that City would afford conyeniency for my 
concealment, But then my cloaths much troubled me, 
knowing nothing could betray me ſooner than they. 
_ Whilſt Iwas ſtudying all imaginable ways for my pre- 
fervation, ſuch an opportunity preſented itſelf, that 
therein it was plainly ſeen the fates had decreed of old 
to favour. my enterprizes. As I was walking the ſtreets, 
and ruminating what was beſt to be done, I met with a 
young man of my acquaintance, who ſeeing me, ran 
and caught me in his arms, and with very much joy 
we congratulated each other, and ſo as it is uſual 8 0 
friends meet, we muſt drink together. Over our cups, 
U began to inquire atter his condition; he ſhook his 
head, and ſo related to me a ftory, which! in effect was 
to this purpoſe in his own words, 
Deareſt Friend, ſince laſt I ſaw you, never was young man 
. fa unfortunate ag myſelf, the cauſe th:reof I can impute to no. 
thing more than ſelf-conceit, and over much credulity.; ; which 
by the ſequel you will plainly underſtand. For perceiving that 
my Miſtreſs ſhewed me more than a common reſpect, I conclud- 
ed that ſhe had entertained ſoe private favour for mg with- 
in her breaſi, fo that I began 19 be puffed up with conceit; 
neglecting my duty, and now deſpiſing the Chamber-maid, who 
cas before * the © only Saint I made nightly my Orazons to; 
hich I carried myſelf ſo imperiouſly, that my Maſter was 
not. very ell affurcd * he durft commagd or no. My 
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Mifrefs c zoculd ſometimes heartily laugh, 10 2 hr wv rediculous 
1 carried myſelf ; whith I Ioked upon as a ſiugular favour, 
miſtabing her ſiniles for tokens of her love, rohen they <were 
no other than the apparent Symptoms of her deriſien. Ob- 
ſerving how affable and pleaſing ſhe <was, I never confidered 
the generdlity of it, ſo that myſelf flattering noddle ſuppoſed 
| Ihis carriage particular 1% me, and thereupon interpreted this | 
her complacency ſtrong affeftion ; and my reaſon ſhe was fre» | 
quently merry aud jocgſe, I concluded her to be Lecherous.. 
Thus by the falſe lights of miſconftrudion and caſy belief, 1 © -} 
was led ints laues Labrinth ; my Miftreſs ſuppoſed a Hection, in 
jn, I judged it ab ſolutely necefſary to make her acquaimed' 
with My amarous Pallſion, and no expedient better than by lei- 
ter. My Miſtreſs ( as it is cuſtoma 5 with Citizens Wifes to 
light the Candle of their Huſbands tes at both ends) had 
her Country houſe, to which I was 11 by my Maſter, with 
ſome hetties of wine, preparatory for a feaſt, intended for the 
accommodation of ſame ſpecial friends : arriving, I found 1] 
Miſtreſs had ſent her Maid to London about ſome buſineſs, 
at which I bleſſed my Stars, to dect me thither in futh a = 
tunate and moſt defired hour. © 
After I had delivered my mcfſage, I that to ralk- very Va- 
 miliar with my Miſtreſs: Jhe * With a ſmiling countenance, at. 
ed me, What I meant: 15 not in the-leaſt checking my preſump- 
lion, which made me more arrogant and bold ; "te ling her, I 
was her eternally deyoted Servant; fhe anſwered me, 1 
was bound. to be her Servant for a time, and that I muſt 
when commanded, obey her pleafur e, to ꝛchich laſt ward, 
4 added to my thoughts the Epethite Venereal, ſuppoſing 2 5 
meant not to have left it out; with that I reply ed, Miſtreſs, I 
hould not deem myſelf worthy to be your Servant, it 
my. reſolution had not engaged me to be ſo perpetually; 
28 for my affection, it mall daily anticipate your deſires; 
you thall not need to lay your commands on me, ſince 
my though; | ſhall be ſolely employed in contriving ways 
how we may enjoy each other, to the mutual ſatisfacti- 
A on of us both. At: hich * ward, ſhe fell intg an exceſs of 
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lan . (which I judged the effefts of joy 2 and then afted 
me, Whether 1 was "mad? J anſwered, No, unleſs too 
much Love had made me ſo; Deareſt Miſtreſs, read but 
this paper, and I hope that will better inform you. | 
Here he ſtoped, pulling out of his pocket a copy which > 
+ was to my beſt remembrance to this purpole, 


nt Miſtreſs, 


Thus revolving in my thoughts the condition I now am in, 
deſpair ftands ready to ſeize me ; but the confederation and 
 Enowledge of your commiſerating Nature, draws me out of its 
ruinating Jau. When I reflect again on the deſparity of 
ortunes, and that it is your indentured Vaſſal that thus proj- 
trates his alfection as your feet, I fear one blaſt of your juſt 
indignation will ſuddenly ſhipwrack all my hopes. I confeſs my 
error is over much confidence, for which I may expect ruin, 
hich commonly attends raſh attempts; eſpecially daring to ſail 
"inthe narrow Seas, without any other Pilot than blind Love; 
and if I ſhould arrive at my defired Port, I cannot deliver my 
goods without ftealing cuſtom. But waving all difficulties of 
ibis nature, canſider that Love muſe needs be quinteſſential, 
that it is not drawn from any other intereſt than reciprocal en- 
Joyment ; and it muſt needs be exceeding ſtrong and eminent 
ivo, that will force its way through the greateſt hazards. 
 -Signify my pardon by one gracious ſmile for which'I have fo 
FSolaly (yet forceably ) diſcovered, and I ſhall eſteem my condition 


flute inferior to what is Celeſtial ; which is no happineſs to me, 
> vithout the auſpicious beams of your favour ſhine on me. And 


1, fubſcribe m wer according as yours ſentance ſhall be, either 
ihe 
Moſt happy, or moſt miſerable. 


The Verſes that were annext to the Letter, he told 
me he got a Rimer to compoſe for him,@vhich after- 
wards he found ſtolen out of ſeveral Authors; a line 

put of ane, and a half out of another, and ſo th the 

courlo 


611 
courlt thread of his brain botched together; which 


were theſe ; 


Capid did wound my heart; I hid the grief 

Long time but durſt not ſeek for your relief; 

I found the ſmart increaſing on that ſcore, 

For wounds if not well ſearched, but wrankle more: 
O cure me quickly then, or elſe I die; 

Deny net, fence there is none but you and I. 


I withdrew as ſoon as 1 had delivered my Paper, ov . 5 


ing her leave to read in private, what my Love had 
dictated. About a quarter of an hour after the called 
me to her, affuring me in a day or two I ſhould receive 
an anſwer to the purpoſe ; and ſo abſconding her diſ- 
pleaſure, ſhe ſent we with all expedition home again. 
After the expiration of the three days, ſhe came home 
to her City-houſe: at night ſhepretended ſome indiſpo- 
tion of body, and deſired to lie by herſelf; which 22 
ing, I thought my joy would prove a Traitor to my 
fuppoſed happineſs ; ſhe takes an occaſion to tell me, 
About twelve at night I might come to her bed chamber, the 
door coheregf ſhe would leave open for me on purpoſe. In the 
mean time, ſhe ſhewed my Matter the Letter, acquaint- 
ing him with the whole buſineſs. According to the 
tme appointed, I entered the Chamber in my tſhirt ; 
approaching the bed, I began to pour out my Amorous 
expreſſions; and as 1 had one leg upon the bed- ſide, 
ready to enter the bed, where I thought my Miſtreſs 
had attended my pleaſure, I thought the Devil had 
waited on my poſteriors, correcting 1 me for not making 
more haſte. The firſt lath was feconded with three or 
tour more in an inſtant, which made me ſly ſo nimbly 
about the room, that for my life I could not find the 
door, at laſt J did; ſpeed was now my only Guardian 
had left, and fo without pauſing long upon it, I made 
but one ſtep of the faſt pair of fairs from top to bot- 
Om, 
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fom, which had like to have lamed me before I could 


recover myſelf, my Maſter was with me again, which 


put freſh expedition into me; and ſo ſtartling up, Lleap- 


ed down half the next pair, and tumbled down the reſt. 
By this time he had loſt the cord of his whip, and fear- 
ing leſt he might ſpoil me with the ſock, deſiſted, biding - 
me go to bed, leit 1 ſhould catch cold after ſo great a 


heat, and w ith two or three parting blows I got into 


my Chamber, where I fell into a deep conſultation with 
myſelf, the reſult of it was this; I took my curtains 
and ſheets, and tied them together, and then faſtned 
one end thereof to the window, and ſo ſlided : by that 
I was within half a ſtory of the ground, the 3 of 
one of the curtains {liped, ſo that falling from that height, 
I thought that every bone in my body had been abſo- 
lately broken. Knowing it was no ways fafe to lie there 
and cry God help me, I raited myſelf as well as I could, 


but I had not walked far, before I found myſelf in no 


doing condition, therefore 1 refolved to lie under the 
next ſtall. As the Devii would have it, I found a Cob- 


5s lers ſtall newly broke open that night: never queſtion- 


ing the place, I crept in, and notwithſtanding my 


- bruiſe by the fall, and whipping beſides, I fell faſt a licep, 
fo ſoundly, that i awaked not, till I was forced to it 
With an horſe ſtrap. For the Cobler coming to work 
cearly in the morning (according to cuſtom) found his 


door open; with that, he made a noiſe, crying out, he 
was undone ; for the day before he had laid out halt « 
crown, which was his ſtock in Leather ; - which was 


ſtolen, with many old ihoes, nay, is very working tools, 


doubtleſs it was done by one of his own frater nity, 
that had informed himſelf of his great purchaſe. The 


_ £obler entering his ſtalk, found me in one corner faſt a 


Beep. He took no other courſe to awake me, than 
dragging me by the heels ont of my Den, into the 


frcet, cry ing oat, that he had got one of the rogues, 


and without any more Mt tell upon me, buffeting 
me 


"'C as 9 
me with his fiſt, and treading me underneath his feet, 
making himſelf both my Judge and Executioner, thus 
you may ſee how miſchief attends the other heels. I 


begged of him in a pitiful manner to let me alone, and 


1would confeſs to him all I knew, deſiring him to go 
with me to the next Ale-houſe, which accordingly he 
did. I vowed to him I was no ways acceſſary to his 
wrong, informing him as much as I thought convenient 
of my ſufferings, fhewing him what woeful plight I 
was in; relating, it was my Maſters cruelty that was 
the cauſe of all this; and no other fault of mine, than 
_ ſtaying laſt night out a little too long. The Cobler ſeem- 
ed to commiſerate my miſery, aſking me forgiveneſs for 
what he had done and ſo we.parted, ſince by the kind- 
| Neſs of a good natured widow (where I lie) I have re- 
covered my hurts and ſtrength, and now am overjoyed 
we ſhould ſo happily meet. 
After this we drank very ſmartly, but I forgot not 
all this while my deſign on him. After that I had pityed 
him, and lamented his ſad misfortune; I thought it 
high time to put my plot in execution: in order there- 
unto, I demanded to know what difference he would 
take between my hat and his, his cloak and mine; there 
being ſmall matter of advantage in the exchange, we 
agreed to go to handicap. In fine, there was not any 
thing about us of wearing cloaths but we exchanged: 
ſcarce had I uncaſed myſelf, and put on my friends 
cloaths, but in came one that had dogged me, attended 
by the Conſtable, with a Warrant to ſeize me, whe 
they knew by no other token but my Boarding-Miltret- 
ſes Sons garment I had ſtolen for my eſcape. They 
forthwith laid hold on my Companion (finding them on 
him) telling him, He ſhould ſeverely ſuffer for the wrong be 
did his Miſtreſs, in the abuſe of her houſe. Full of horror 
and amazement, he beſeeched them not to carry him 
before his Miſtreſs, knowing how much he had offend- 
ed her, ſhe would have no mercy on him; this con- 
| trmed 
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firmed their belief; that they had found out the offender. 
The more he entreated, the more deaf and inexorable 
were they: and whilſt they were buſted about their 
miſtaken criminal-priſoner, I took an occaſion to give 
them the ſlip, knowing that a little further difcourſe 
would rectify their error. What they did with him 1 
know not, neither durſt I be inquiſitive, and leaving 
him to the mercy of ſuch, as would ſhew but little to 
him, I ſhall proceed in my own ſtory. My ſtock was 
very fmall ; how to increaſe it, I knew not. My inven- 
tion was daily on the rack, to find out expedient ways 
to ſupply my ncceſſary expences. But my money being 
all ſpent, my belly began to grumble out unſufferable 
complaints againſt me, ſeetning to charge me with want 
of ingenuity and induſtry, fince J enjoyed my liberty ; 
_fof want that men cannot, which wants not that. Alas, 
what ſhall I do? I uſed what means I could, having no 
better experience. There was not a Billiard-Table, 
Boards-End, or Nine-pin-yard, but I daily viſited, fre- 
quenting ſuch as had the greateſt reſort : in a ſhort time 
learned the Art of Spunging ſo perfectly, that 1 had 
the title of Spunge-maſter general conferred upon me. In 
thoſe places J learned to take Tobacco, which was the 
chiefeſt part of my food; living in a manner by Smoak, 
as the Camelion by the Air. I fed ſo lightly, that I 
durſt not ſtir abroad in a high wind; neither durſt I 
fight, leſt one fingle ſtroke ſhould have hazarded my 
diſſolution; continual drinking had ſo waſted me, that 
my body was tranſparent, you might have ſeen within 
me (without diſſection) the motion of the heart; you 
could have obſerved but little as to my Liver, it long 
Ance had loſt its uſe in the conveyance of the blood, for 
my ſtomach had nothing therein contained to ſupply it; 
like an Inns a Court-Kitchen out of Term time. In 
mort, I appeared like a Ske/eton. had ſeveral ſuggeſtt- 
ons within me to profter myſelf again to my Maſter ; 
hut the ſhame to be ſeen in that condition deferred me; 
1 | 5 therefore, 
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therefore, I reſolved to weather it out a little longer, 
and try whether fortune would once more be favoura- 
ble to be. My cloaths were indifferent good, which 
could not procure me credit, if I could make an expe- 
riment, By means whereof I had gotten an handſome. 
lodging room. It was a public-houſe of entertainment, ſo 
that here I thought I ſhould have meat, drink and lodg- 
Ing for chalk, and chalk for nothing. I called freely 
for what was in the houſe, which was readily brought 
me; but when the ſervants beheld with what celerity, 
( Hecus like) and cleanly conveyance, I had difpofed of 
what was before me, the verily believed in one week 1 
ſhould cauſe a dearth in the houſe if I ſtaid; therefore, 
one of the ſervants acquainted her Miſtreſs with what 
ſhe had obſerved, alledging farther invectively againſt 
me, that I looked like one of thoſe lean Beaſts which 
have nothing given them to feed on, but virtuous and 
honeſt women; that ſhe believed I was the Genius of 
ſome hunger-{tarved wretch, or a ſhadow without a 
ſubſtance (Which was very true as to my pocket), When 
I thought it was time to go to bed, I called for a can- 
dle, not mattering whether I called for the reckoning. 
But my Landlady did; for ſaid ſhe, Sir, it is our cuſtom 
to reckon with our Lodgers every night what they have that 
day, and once a week to diſcharge their lodging. In truth, 1 
did intend to have diſcharged myſelf of 'it betore the 
week had been out. I knew not what at preſent to an- 
{wer her, but I was ſeldom to ſeek in ſuch caſes, I de- 
ſired her to be content for that night, in the morning I. 
ſhould have my Trunks brought to her houſe, making 
it my Quarters for ſome time; and that ſhe ſhould find 
me a boon Companion, drinking freely: I believe fo, the 
ſaid, you will be here for ſome time, or may be you will make 
this your Refuge or Sanctuary for one night, and then you ſay 
you will Drink freely too, give me leave to tell you, you meant 
at free cot. Sir, give me my reckoning now, or you ſhall have 
29 lodging here this night, Do you ſuſpect me — 
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ſud I? reſpect you, ſaid ſhe, (miſtaking the word) or 
hat grounds, unleſs I knew you better? and yet I doubt I 
ſhall know you too well. That's a good one indeed, reſpect a 
ſhinful of Bones; a bag of Cheſſmen ; a bundle of ſmall Fag- 
got-/ticks ; Why thou Haberdajher of ſmalkoares, doſt thou 
think I will reſpect thee otherways than thy money? unleſs I 
ſhould be ſo mad as to fall in love with Famine. Come give me 
my reckoning firſt, and ſhall talk wwith you in another dialect ; if 
not, I ſhall ſet my Curs at thee (the Tapſter and Hoſtler) 
that ſhall worry thy gibbed Catſhip. Hearing her ſay ſo, 
and thinking the paſlage had been clear, I betook my- 
ſelf to flight; but running through the entry, I ran 
my belly directly againſt the Tapſters leg, that lay over 
the bench on which he ſlept, 1 ran ſo fiercely, that I 

| thoved his head fo violently againſt the board, raifed at 
the end of the bench, that I made his neck double; the 
knock likewiſe had like to have turned what little brains 
He had within his head, As for my part, I thought that 

his foot had run quite into my belly, and that pulling = 
it out he had left his ſhoe behind. Before I could riſe, 
I had three or four upon me, which I thought would 
have limbed me, as boys do their cocks on Shrove- 
Tueſday, At that time I would have ſpared them one 
limb, proyided that would have contented them. But 
there was no mercy to be had at their hands, sſpecially 
the ſhrill note of their Miſtreſles perpetually moving 

Tongue, ſcunding a charge in their ears, Being tired 
with me, they would have ſtriped me (ſtark naked) for 
my reckoning, but that one ſaid, Let his Cloak ſuffice ; 
at which another pulled ſo furiouſly at it, that miracu- 
loully, without renting that thin tranſparent garment, 
he got it all but the cape. In this condition I was brought 
before my new Landlady ; I aſked her what was to pay? 
Sirrah (ſaid the) more than thou haſt in thy pocket; 
(twp ſhillings and fix-pence). As well as I could ſpeak, 
T demanded how it came to be ſo much. Why, ſaid ſhe, 
there is for Beef 1s, for Bread 4d, ſix pipes of I IEG, 
= | an 
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and three pots of Ale; all this thou hadſt in lefs than 
half an hour. I would not contradict her, though I 
knew it was near an hour; I delired her to keep my 
Cloak for the reckoning. but durſt not threaten her for 
her abuſe. Being about Hay making time, I walked 
out into the fields, reſolving to ſpend that night in con- 
templation. I had now time to conſider the damage I 
ſuſtained in this ſkirmiſh : they had carried away all 
my ribbonds with their fingers, otherwile my cloaths 
received the leaſt harm. My note reſembled a black 
pudchng before it is boiled, = my eyes were fled into 
my head for fear of ſuch melancholy meat. My cheeks © 
were ſo puffed up with ſwelling pride, that they were 
reſolved to cloſe up the portals of my Opticks, that - 
they might not be eye-witneſſes of the height of their 
ambition. My ears were ſo mauled with their fleſhly 
hammers, that J heard a peal within my head for joy, I 
ſuppoſe that my eyes had taken up their reſidence with 
my brains. Atlaſt I felt ſomething about my ſhoulders ; 
at firſt I thought it had been the weight of the blows, 
but feeling, found it a part of my friend that ſtill hung 
about my neck, and would not leave me; which put me 
in mind of that faithful Cloak that would never leave 
its Maſter, although his Mater had attempted all ways 
imaginable to leave it. I mult needs ſay, I loved my 
Cloak ſo well, as that it grieved me much to be com- 
pelled to part with i it. It had been a ſervant to ſervants, 
ever ſince the ſetting up of the firſt Billiard- table, whence 
it derived its pedigree, being deprived of its employ- 
ment, and diſpoſſeſt of its ancient habitation, its heart 
| ſtrings were ready to break, and not being able to take 
a nap for grief, turned changling. They young man L 
had it of, told me, that from the fifteenth ſuccęſſively, 
it was deſcended to him ; but they were unworthy to 
him, that having had his beſt days, would turn him 
off in his extreme old age, I have him ſo freſh.in my 
memory, that I cannot but condole his loſs, 7 S 
9a 
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Thal if I may call thee, though thou art 
' Thus raviſhed from me, don't abruptly part. 
Thou did/t not take diſtaſte, and ſo art gone, 
Cauſe once I called thee a meer hanger on. 
Trtoas but in jeſt; for had I now my wil, 
Pde have thee for to hang about me ſtill. 
Now I may tax thee juſtly, for I ſee 
That now thou art nothing elſe but levilie ; 
Nay, *vhen I had thee ſcarcely did I know 
Sometimes wwhether I had thee on or no. 
T hou were ſo thin, and light that ſome have thought 
Thee made of that ſame web Arachne wrought, . 
And fay th art uſeleſs now, unleſs men put 
 Theelike a Cobꝛucb to a finger cut. 
¶ love thee /till for better and for worſe ; 
le that divorced us, det him have my curſe. 
Sure tas a red-noſe fello do, for 1 know, 
He coming near, it was but touch and go. 
But let him keep thee, for thou uſeleſs be 
Te o him ; thicg cloaths ſuit beſt with knavery. 


Day appearing, I got me a tick out of a 1 and 
fo walked in QSuerpo into the City, I walked up and 
down, but met with none of my Acquaintance - on 
whom I might faſten on as a Bur. Noon approaching 
my belly bega n to ery out, I thought all the meat in Ea/t- 
cheap E not lay that ſpirit hunger had raiſed within 
me. Coming by a Bakers-ſhop, I pretended to be igno- 


rant of the Ci ity, and I was aiking him the way to ſuch 


a place, not caring what, IJ happyly fecured a penny- 
loaf, which I carried off undiſcovered ; I thought it not 
ood to lumber my pocket with it, therefore at two 
mouthful I gave it my belly to carry. Surely at that 
time I had an O/riches ſtomach ; every thing I put intq 
my mouth, patled through me like Quick-tlver. Go- 
ing a little further, I came to an ordinary, where I ſaw _ 
wap ſlitting in a lower room expecting their meat: I ſat 
* 


us 


me down in the next box to them. Immediately there 
was brought to them boiled beef and turnips; the young 
man that ſer ved them, came to me, demanding what I 
would have, I bid him let me alone, and not fpeak fo 
loud, for thoſe two which were next to me, were my 
friends, and I would ſtartle them by and by with my 
unexpected appearance; at which he left me. Findin 
my opportunity, I ſlided my hands through a hole in 
the form of a heart, which was in the partition that di- 
vided us, and laying hold on the Turnips, I ſpoke aloud, 
you hogs, are yeat the roots? I will make one among 
you inſtantly, and ſo brought out my handful; having 
devoured them in a trice, I preſented myſelf to their 
view, and ſat down with them : Gentlemen, ſaid I, ex- 
cuſe my frolick, Iam in a merry humour to day. They con- 
cluded what I ſaid to be a truth, and bid we make wel- 
come. Nay, ſaid I, meat will come m/tantly as a fupply ; 
and fo it had need, for we made a clear board immedi- 
ately. Seeing this, they called the boy, taxing him for 
floth, that he did not bring my meat. Sir, ſaid he, the 
Gentleman, did not order me to bring any ; at which they 
frowned, and began to charge me with bad behaviour. 
What are ye angry ſaid I? to which they replyed in the 


#ffirmative: if ſo, J anſwered (laying my hand upon a 
full pot of Porter) 1 value your anger no more than the 


drinking whot is in this Pot, which I f<alliwed at two guips, 
and fo bid them farewell ; leaving them to call for another 
Ordinary. | . 
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How he had like to have been tranſported, being taken up by 
a Kidnapper, vilgarly called a Spirit. And hw under 
the pretence of begging, he ſtole a Cloak, and with that 
went to a Gaming-houſe ; what a bold adventure he made 


there, and the / gy thereof. 


AVING fatished my 3 1 walled an 
with much more courage than before ; which 
had been to little purpoſe, had I not had a ſtick in my 
hand : for there was hardly a dog in the ſtreet (which I 
went through) that gave me not his grining Salutation, 
and would when my back was turned (knowing elſe 1 
would never have ſuffered their humility) have. kiffed 
my Hcels, had not my ſtick prevented their nearing Doz- 
ſhips mouths. I have wondered often why. Dogs will 
bark fo inceſiantly at the fight of a Tinker, Pedlar, &c. 
nay, any ſuſpicious fellow, till I found it myſelf by ex- 
perience, that by natural inſtinct they know and hate 
the ſent of a rogue, my courſe of life appeared ſo idle, 
that the Beadle took hold on me, telling me it was 
great pity that ſuch a luſty young man ſhould want em- 
pioyment, and therefore would help me to ſome: but 
underſtanding from him that it muſt be in Bridewc!l, my 
legs failed me, fhewing thereby how unwilling they 
were to be acceſſary to the puniſhment which would be 
in flicted on my back: at length by pitytul looks, and 
many intreaties, I got clear of him, but fell immediate- 
ly foul with an evil ſpirit, or a leducer of perſons to 
the Indices. Well may he be called a ſpirit, fince his 


nature is like the Dev ils, to ſeduce any he meets with, 
5 whom 


7 


whom he can perſuade with allurements and deluding 
falſities to his purpoſꝙe. 3 
After he had aſked me many impertinent queſtions, 

he invited me to drink with him; I ingeniouſly told him 


2 


1 


[ had not a penny, otherwiſe his motion would be ac- 


ceptable to me. At which he caſt up his eyes to hea- 
ven, and laying his hands on his breaſt, alas poor young 
man, ſaid he, what pity it is ſuch a fellow as thou art 


ſhould want money; which ſignifies thou art both deſti- 


tute of friends and employment. Well ſay no more 
for the preſent, but before we part I will ſtudy ſome 


way or other for thy advantage, which I ſhall du meer- 


ly out of commiſeration to the miſerableneſs of thy 

condition; as alſo out of reſpect to thy Father, whom F 
am confident I have bewerte known, by the reſem- 
blance thou beareſt him in thy countenance. I could 
but ſmile to myſelf to hear how, this Raſcal diſſembled; 
not diſcovering my thoughts, I willingly went with 
him to drink, reſolving to ſee what the event would 
be; after he had pauſed a while, well faid he, I have 
found it. es 

There is a Merchant an intimate friend of mine, that 
wants a Storehouſe-Keeper ; now if you can caſt Ac- 
compts ever ſo indifferently, you ſhall 


ment. I told him that I joytully accepted his kind prof. 
fer, and that I ſhould bet 

he ſhould think fit. With that he embraced me, fay- 
ing within two days I ſhould go aboard the Ship where 
the Merchant was, who would go along with me to 


Virginia, (where he pretended the Plantation lay) in the 
mean time, you ſhall go along with me to my houfe, 


where you ſhall be, and ſhall receive from me what 
neceffaries you require. I had heard before, how ſeve- 


ral had been ſerved in this kind, fo that being fore- 


warned, I was fore- armed. He carried me away pre- 
ſently to Wapping, and houſed me. To the intent he 
* | 
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dinary friendly; and that he might let me fee that he 
made no diſtinction between me and his other friends, 
he brought me into a room where half a ſcore were all 
taking tobacco; the place was ſo narrow wherein they 
were, that they had no more ſpace left, than what was 
for the ſtanding of a ſmall table. I thought their mouths 
together reſembled a ſtack of Chimnies, being in a 
manner totally obſcured by the ſmoak that came from 
them; for there was little diſcernable but ſmoak, and 
the glowing coals of their pipes. Certainly the ſmell of 
this room would have out done Aſafectida, or burned 
feathers in the cure of Ladies troubled with the fits of 


might oblige me-to be his, he behaved himſelf extraor- 


the Mother. As to the ſight, the place reſembled Hell, 


ſo did it likewiſe as to its ſcent, compounded of the per- 


fume of ſtinking Tobacco and Tarpaulin. So that 1 
concluded the reſemblance molt proper. | 


In Hell damn'd ſouls fire ſmoak and ſtink appear, 
Then this is Hell, for thoſe four things were here. 


I was ſeated between two, leſt I ſhould give them the 


flip. 


After I had been there a while, the Cloud of their 
ſmoak was ſomewhat diflipated, ſo that I could diſcern 
two more in my own condemnation: but alas poor 
Sheep, they ne're conſidered where they were going, it 
was enough for them to be freed from a ſeven years 
Apprenticeſhip, under the Tyranny of a rigid Maſter 


as they judged it, coming but lately from ſucking the 


breaſts of a too indulgent Mother, and not weighing as 
I know not how the ſhould, the Slavery they muſt un- 
dergo for five years, amongſt Brutes. in Foreign parts, 


little inferior to that which they ſuffer who are Galle 


Stave. There was little diſcourſe amongſt them, but 
of the pleaſantneſs of the ſoil of that Continent we 
were deſigned for, out of a deſign to make us fwallow 

| | their 
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their guilded Pills of ruin, and the temperature of the 
air, the plenty of Fowl and Fiſh of all forts: the little 


labour that is performed or expected, having ſo little 


trouble in it, that it rather may be accounted a paſtime 
than any thing of puniſhment ; and then to ſweeten us 


on the more, they inſiſted on the pliant natures of the 


Women there; all which they uſed as baits to catch us 


filly Gudg cons. As for my own part, I ſaid but little 


but what Thended to the approbation of what they faid.. 


For all my aim (as I related before) was to underſtand 
the drift of this Rogue, and then endeavour to get 


what I could from him. By this time ſupper was talk- 


ed of by our Maſters ; ſo choice they were in their diet, 

that they could not agree what to have, At laſt one 
ſtands up, and proclaiming filence, ſaid, that a Diſh of 
Browſe was the moſt Princely Diſh of any. And to tell 
you truly, by his looks, I chought he had been got juſt 
as his Mother had put a Sop into her mouth, of that 
Stomach-murdering ſtuff, the greaſe running about her 


chops, which pleaſing her fa cy, ſtruck ſo deep an im- 


preſſion in the imagination upon her conception, that 


the face of that thing ſhe brought forth, looked much | 


like a 10% ſoaking in a Driping Pan. 


That he might perſuade the reſt this way to indulge | 


his appetite, he added further, that it was a Diſh that 


would not be expenſive, and ſoon ready. My Landlady | 


to back him on, faid, ſhe had ſome ſKimings of the 


pot, which ſhe had been collecting thefe three months, 
ſome whereof ſhe queſtioned not but to procure, and 
let her alone to order it fo, that we ſhould ſay we never 


had a better Diſh aboard in our lives. 


Another contradicting him, preferred a bow] of Peaſe. 


pottage before the chiefeſt meat whatever, that he could 


never look into the pot and ſee them boil round, but 
that his heart leaped within him, and kept time witk 


their motion. My Maſter ſcorned to be controuled in- 
his fancy; and therefore politively determined to have 
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bote Poor Fobn, ſwearing that the Great Mogul did eat 


nothing elle thrice a week, and that Atabalipa (that In- 
dian King whom Cortez conquered) cauſed a ſacrifice 
every day to be made of them to his Idol, commanding 


them ta be laid on an Altar made of ſome coals of fire, 


then the fat of ſome beaſt rubbed thereon, (becaule 
they had no butter) and ſo preſented to the Idol, after - 
wards to the King, which he did eat with inexpreſſible 
ſatisfaction, . . „ 
Orders was given that his delicate fare ſhould be pro- 
vided, Though they did beat it moſt unmercifully, yet 
it would not yield, reſolving rather to be broken in 
pieces than to become unlike its Maſters heart, or thew 
any thing of a tender nature, There was one alloted 


me for my proportion, which I uſed as they had done, 


laying it on the coals a little while, and ſo committing 
it to my teeths diſpoſal, I never found till now that my 
teeth could be thus ſhamefully baffled. They made ſe- 


veral aflaults upon it to little purpoſe. My teeth at 


length fearing a total conqueſt, I ſeized on the weakeſt 


2 and holding it as faſt as a Vice, at laſt in the con · 
ict 


overpowered one ſmall fleak, but not being able ta 
Ray the ſwift backward motion of my head, the hinder 
part thereof flew ſo violently againſt the wall, that I 


not only inſtantly forgot what I was doing, where I 


was, but the pain then ſuſtained by the knock, took 
away my ſenſes: ſtrong- waters they poured down my 
throat to revive me, but there was nothing did 
ſooner fetch me than a ſmall fleak of Poor John, which 


| * ſticking in my Throat had well nigh choaked me, 


which cauſed a ſtrugling, and ſummoned the ſpirits to- 


gether to oppoſe what might be deſtructive to nature. 


Now did I really imagine myſelf at ſea, where, for 


want of proviſion, I was forced to feed on Cordage, or 


the Ship-/ides. Had this poor creature been ground ſmall, 
I might have made as hard a ſhift to have ſwallowed it, 


as thoſe Seamen did the Saw-duy/t of deal — 
3 | rom 


from Nertvay, and deſtitute of other food. That night 
I ſlept but little, neither could I, had I fwallowed Opium 
for that purpoſe, for the innumerable quantity of Bugs 
that had invaded my body; being weary ot inhabiting 
any longer the dry manſion of that old rotten bedſted 
on which I lay. Fe F 
In the morning 1 found the ruins of a looking-glaſs * 
in the window, which I took up to diſcover what knots 
or nodes thoſe were I felt on my face. The ſight there · 
of {truck me into fear, verily believing I had been in- 
tected with the ſpoted Fever. ee 
began to curſe the bed and fheets, imagining the 
Contageon proceeded from them; to be ſatisfied there - 
in, I drew aſide at the beds tect the Curtain pined there 
to keep the wind off, which otherwiſe would have fan- 
ed us to death, coming in ſo furiouſſy through the Port 
hole of the window. At firſt light I queſtioned whether 
I was not lately riſen from the dead, ſince there was 
viſible before my eyes, the black cloth that covered my 
Herfe. Had not we gone to bed without a Candle over 
night, I ſhould ſooner have choſen. a bulk than this bed 
to lie on. It might have been a good Quere, whether 
thoſe ſheets had ever been waſhed ſince their weaving, 
and continually ſince employed by Whores, and Bawds, - 
to ſweat out their contagious humours. : 2 
My pretended friend perceiving my amazement, bid 
me be of good courage, for thoſe marks in my face, 
were only occaſioned by a finging fort of Vermin, wha 
ſeldom meddle with ſuch as are accuſtomed to them, 
only giving their welcome to ſuch as were Strangers. I 
took theſe ſufferings as patiently as I could, but think- 
ing it was an ill coming for me, and it ſhould not be 
long before I would take my farewell, We had icarce 
breakfaſted, before a Meſſenger came into the room, 


and with much ſeeming reſpect pretended to deliver A 1 


letter to my friend. I ſuſpected it was to inform him 
how the tide ſerved, and fo it proved, My friend told 
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me we mul be gone inſtantly, for the Merchant at- 
tended my coming: therefore we preſently went down 
to the ſtairs to take the boat: by the way he told me, 
that he would g⁰ with me in the ſame ſhip, and take 
as much care of me as he would of his own Son, whom 
I underſtood afterwards he had too ſure, above a year 
fince ſtolen away, and fold him as a ſlave. One while I 
thought to have run for it, another time I thought to 
have cryed out, a Spirit, a Spirit, but that the thought 
of the Watermen, being his friend, deterred me, I was 
at my wits end, not knowing what todo. Coming into 


the boat, being now deſtitute of all relief, I aſked him 


according to his former pretence, whether he reſolved 
to go to ſea with me? yes, re pod he. I queſtion Sir, 
{ud I, whether you 4 # a truth in your life, but I am 


reſolved you ſhall now; and with that I flung myſelf 


with him over-board. Thoſe which were in the boat, 
immediately at our riſing to pull us up into the boat: [ 
claped my hands unfortunately on the ſide of the boat 
on which they leaned, and overturned it upon me. The 
firſt thought this accident produced in me, was that a 
whale had ſwallowed me, and that I was in the dark 
concave of his belly: or that death had arreſted me, 
and claped me up a cloſe priſoner for my fins, in Hell's 
deep and dark Dungeon. But by the induſtry and ex- 
dition of many Watermen, the boat was recovered, 
and I the firſt perſon taken up and ſet on ſhore. 
Many hands made light work. I did not ſtay to * 
what was become of my good friend, but with what 
ſpeed I could, attended with a great number of little 
hooping Owkts, I ſecured myſelf from this Anthropola or 
man-ſeller : a charitable woman ſeeing me in this pickle, 
told me ſhe would entertain me till to-morrow. This 
was the greateſt Cordial that could be applyed to this 
croſs ; and without many compliments, thanked her for 
her great love. Now becauſe ſhe ſaw what condition I 
Was in, ſhe immediately put me to bed, 
25 Parting 


. 
Paxting from this good woman, I began to think chat 
the Art of ſtealing might be reckoned amongſt the li- 
beral Sciences; for though it may be called an Handy- 
craft, yet it cannot be looked on as a Mecanick. This 
is the Art, the right practice thereof is the true Philoſo- 
pher's Stone, the Elixir of like; with which many turn 
Poiſon into Medicine, coarſe cloth into cloth of Gold, 
hunger into fulneſs and ſatiety, convert rags into Silks; 
and all this done by a quick wit, and light of hand. 

The Antiquity and Dignity of this Profeſſion, I ſhall 
relate elſewhere, and ſhall proceed on in my Adventures. 
| The evening being come, I chanced to look in at a 

door, and perceiving none at hand, I went in boldly, 
reſolving it I met any to beg charity of them, having 
before premeditated what I had to fay, viz. That I was 
2 poor diſtreſſed young Gentleman, my Father, Mother, 
nay all my Relations I knew, being dead, and not 
knowing what to do, was forced to beſcech tlie aſſiſ- 
tance of charitable minded perſons. But in the way 
found none that ſhould occaſion my uſing this form. 
I found in the Parlour a good Camblet-cloak, which I 
made bold to put on, and fo gravely walked out of the 
. houſe; but coming to the door, that haſtened me out 
into the ſtreet. Being gotten a bow-ſhot off I thought 
myſelf ſecure, ſo that I {lackned my pace, but could not 
forbear looking that way, ſometimes over one ſhoulder, 
and then over the other: thinking of what dangerous 
conſequence this might prove, I reſolved to walk more 
confidently, and not let my eyes diſcover any thing of 
fear, by reaſon of guilt. This looſe garment had ſo of 
a ſudden metamorphoſed thoſe thoughts I had of my- 

ſelf a little before, my eyes being continually on my 
cloak, I could not conceit myſelf leſs than the beſt of 
the young Templers, that -walk the ſtreets to thew 
themſelves: coming into Bell-yard, T obſerved ſeveral 
Gallants go into an Houſe, and others to come out, 
Which put me to the cur zrioſity of enquiring w 9 or 
Whoſe 
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whoſe Houſe it was: they told me it was a gameing Or- 
dinary. Nay, then (thought I) it is as free for meto 
enter as others; and fo went in. I looked on a While, 
but my ſingers itched to be at it. Why, thought I, have 
not I had a Gasol, and a Whipping, and "hal 1 now fear a 
Kicbing, a Pumping, or a Bog+houſe ? Theſe \confiderations 
made me reſolutely take a Box, and I threw a Main, 
which was feven : a great deal of money was ſet me, 1 
knew it was but to little purpoſe to balk them; fo that 
confidently I threw at all, which I nicked with eleven, 
and fo continued holding ſeven hands together. Per- 
ceiving I had got a conſiderable quantity of money, and 
fearing I might looſe that which I had ſo boldly adven- 
tured for, 1 thanked my propitious Stars and the Gen- 
tlemen, who had rather looſe their money than ſuſpect 
any that hath the Garb of one well extracted; and ſo 
bid them good night. A priviledge too many Sharing < 
fellows uſe without interruption, being moſt commonly 
- fee with the Waiters and Box-keepers, who will be fure 
to ſpeak in the behalf of thoſe confident Cheats, if they 
looſe, pretending great knowledge of them, that they 
are men of repute, civil and reſponſible; Which fre- 
quently ſo prevails upon a Mouth, that he hath not a 
word to ſay more. Queſtionleſs Ordinaries were firſt 
impartially founded, interdicting all play but which 
was upon the ſquare; but ſince, by the connivance of 
the Box-keepers, when the Table grows thin, and few at 
it, let the ſtranger beware: for the Box-keeper will walk 
0 ﬀ, pretend ng ſome ſpeedy diſpatch of buſineſs, con- 
cerning the Houſe of Office, &c. whilſt your antagoniſt 
thall put the change upon you, or make uſe of his own 
Jack in @ box, and then had you five hundred pounds 
(would you ſet like a Game/er) he will have it to a 
ey in a ſhort time: with whom the Waiter goes one 
alf. If at any time ſuch they now want an High-flyer, 
they know how and when to ſupply him. 
Full fraught with this good VE) and ſo laden 1 
was 
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was ready to fink, I reſolved to moor my Veſſel in the 


next Harbour. The Landlord whence came, was ve- 


ry loath to entertain me, his late lodger having ſerved 
him a dirty trick the night before, conveying out of 


the window, the furniture of a room that coſt him 4ol. 
beſides a Silver Tankard, which the Gentleman would 
have filled with Stale Beer and Sugar, to ſtand by his 
bed- ſide all night, pretending it was his cuſtom. But I 


deſired him to lay up a parcel of money for me, till the 


next morning, which quite put out the eye of his jea- 


louſy. I ſhewed myſelf that night very exceeding no- 


ble,- concealing my ſucceſs at play, that he might con- 


clude the greatneſs of my expewce proceeded from the 
_ nobleneſs of my nature, having a good eſtate to back 


it. I was conducted to bed with many Ceremonies and 

abundance of reſpect. Sleep I could not, for thinking 

how to diſpoſe of myſelf. 

I had experienced the various exigencies and extre- 
mities an unſetled condition is accompanied with all; 

and knowing how ſecurely I could purloin from my 


Maſter, if I would moderate my theft, I concluded to 
ſupplicate my Maſter by a Letter for my reception into 
his ſervice, not forgetting my Miſtreſſes quondam kind- 


nefles. If my Maſter ſhould refuſe to re-entertain me, I 
had by me what might ſupply my Neceflities, till I had 


conſidered how to improve my ſtock, or beſtow my- 
ſelf. Not to delay any time, the next day I wrote him 


the following Letter. 


J 


Having ſeriouſly conſidered the greatneſs of my folly in 


running from ſo good a Maſter, (<vhom I may more rightly 


intitle Father ) with tears I beg mercy from Heaven, and for- 


givencſs from you. Mitigate my offence by revolving in your 


mind the fewneſs of my years, <vbich makes me ( as it doth 


ethers) prone to rambling fanctes ; look then faucurabiy on my 
_ B. lang 
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long abſe tice frim, you, as a meer exiliency, a youthful clapſe; 
ohich maturity of age may reftify. If you can forgive my 
Follies, I will ftudy to forget them, and daily endeavour the 
propagation of my fidelity in the remainder of my tine. By 
the Bearer hereef, you may ſignify your, pleaſure Ge | 


we” am, Sir, 


"* 5; 2 508 Your Cordial Penitent — &c. 


With much j joy my Maſter ad this Letter, and haſt- 
ned the Bearer away to bring me to him. Having con- 
verted my Silver into Gold, ſowing it in my Collar 
and Waiſtband, and putting myſelf into a prac 
nient for his light, I went to him. 


. 
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His Maſter ſheweth him more kindneſs than formerly. ; the ill 
requital he made him, by. Cuckolding him; an accident 
that fell out thereupon, which produced two remarkable 

o: ies, ded ny from the ſtrength of Imagination. 


Y Maſter upon reception, told me he had freely 

forgiven me, and if that I would henceforward 
endeavour the proſecution of a more regular courſe of 
life, he would forget my paſt follics. I promiſed him 
more than the ſtricteſt Zelot ever yet did, and begged 
him pardon afore hand, if he ever found a detect in 


my performance. 


As my expreſſions gave my Maſter much content, 10 
my return perceived by my TEINS 2 gave 15 
| c 


6130 


che greateſt ſatisfaction. My Maſter began to doat on 
me again, ſeeing I daily trebled my diligence, and fo 
active I was in every thing that concerned his affairs, 
that it was hard for any to anticipate- me in my inten- 
tion. 8 | 3 
This gained ſo much upon his facile good nature, that 
I had liberty to wear my hat, and {it at table with him, 
neither would he command me any thing ſervile, I had 
(as formerly) the fame ſolicitations from my Brother 
ſnippers ; but fearing left one time or another I might 

be ſnaped by the timorous-nature of fome, who, if once 
taxt, will confeſs, not only as to themfelves, but like; 
wiſe detect the whole knot of a Bretherpood ; I reſolved 
to have no more to do with them, but would fnip ſe- 
curely by myſelf, knowing, that in any ſecret defign, if 


many are concerned, their buſineſs cannot be long kept 


private. Wherein by the way I cannot but commend 
the craft and policy (though I abſolutely diſclaim the 
actions) of modern Pagders, whoſe providence inſtruct- 
ed them to rob ſingly, by which means their booty came 
to them intire, without diſtribution, or if apprehend- - 
ed, they knew how to male a better plea for themſelves 
in a Court of Juſtice. I now kept cloſe to my buſineſs, 
not harbouring the leaſt temptation to any extravagan- 
cy, and had ſequeſtred myſelf from what might render 
me publicly notorious, and only ſtudied by what means 
I might raiſe my fortune, intending to build my future 
eſtate upon the ruins of other men: having nothing 
my own, bit my late purchaſe at play, my only wa 
was to make the world believe I was really en 
and ſo create to myſelf a credit, whereas I was only a 
Devil, converted to an Angel of Light; or a Wolfe in 
Sheeps cloathing. Now did ! begin to cant religioully, 
and not omit one Sabbath wherein ] did not take Ser- 
mon notes, judging this religious cloak to be the beſt 
expedient, to ſcrew myſelf farther into my Miſtreſſes 
favour, who doated on Morning Exerciſes, and money 
| N 2 3 | ats, 
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Fate, If my Maſter- had forgot to do the duty of the 

day, I would with much reſpect put him in mind of 
the neglect, defiring that I might repeat what had been 
delivered. As they looked upon my converſation more 
miraculous than that of St. Paul, ſo they gaye me the 
greateſt encouragement, leaſt like ava Women, 1 might 
prove 2 back-ſlider. There were few private meetings 


my Miſtreſs heard of, but by the leave of my Maſter, I 
muſt conduct her to them, which were as many potents 
of our private meetings afterwards, where Venus ſhould 


appoint, 
Lam ſorry that I am fo uncharitable as to ſay that the 


real of her ſpirit was not ſo hot as that of her fleſh: eve. 


ry day I had ſome remark of her loye, which I received 
with much ſubmiſſive reſpect, pretending I underſtood 


not her meaning, whichzadded but fewel to the blazing 
flame of love within her. I could not be ignorant, that 


ſince ſhe began to court me, ſhe would proſecute it to 
the end, Her courtſhip I thought was very prepoſte- 
TOUS ; the might have firſt received the charge from me, 
and by that means ſhe would have found me prepared, 


whereas otherwiſe ſhe might have en deceived 1 in her 
Expectation, 


My Miſtreſs gave me ſo many opportunities, and ſig- 
niſied her deſires by ſo many tokens and dumb expreſ- 
lions, that I began to condemn my fears, which ren- 
dered me unworthy of her favours, The beſieger de- 


ſerves not the honour of poſſeſſing that City, whoſe 
Gates are freely open to him, yet» dares not enter. 


Whilſt I was thus ryminating, my Miſtreſs came to the 
Counting-houſę were | was writing ; and leaning upon 
my ſhoulder, alked me what I was doing: I told her 


nothing, but writing. Nothing, I believe ſaid ſhe, nor 


never will do any thing, but draw up blanks, and ſo ab- 
ruptly left me. She knew the quickneſs of my appre- 
henſion, and fo left the Interpeetation hereof to my 
gwn conſtruction, 


Not 
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Not long after (thinking her words had left a deep 
impreſſion, as the did) I concluded I would give her the 
ſenſe of them, when I had an opportunity. She informs 
my Maſter, that fhe had a great defire to viſit a Gentlews- 
man ſhe had not ſeen a long time, and requejted ibat her man 
Thomas (for that was my name) might wait on her: ia 
which he conſented. Though I led her, yet I wondred where 
he led me, through one ſtreet into another, till we arrived at 
the Mater. ſide. She bid me call for a pair of Oars, which I 
did. The Watermen were very inquifttive according to their 
cuſtom, to know whither we intended. Mell, ſaid fhe, put off, 
and then it will be time enough for you to underſtand. Said 
Jhe, row us up to Fox-hall. I for my part vas ſomewhat 
amazed, vet I partly gueſſed what ſhe x Br at. I kept at a 
diftance, ſhewing her the reſpet of a ſervant ; which ſhe 
#aking notice of, laughed, ſaying, Come Cuz, why doſt not fit 
nearer ? te which I replyed as familiarly (for by this time J 
hag. much improved the /eock of my confidence ) I were beſt to 
ſit à little nearer you, fence T ſhall be the beſt ta balance the 
boat even, or trim it, for you are but light on your fide. This 
ex pf i on I dcubt netled her, for preſently thereupon ſhe oe 
a piercing dart from her eye. How no 7 uz, ſaid ſbe, I 
thought you had a better opinion of me; I underſtand the 
Riddle, your expreſſion may be very dark to fome, however I 
have too much light in it, I would have made an apology for 
my/elf, but that 2 hindred me by whiſpering me in the ear, 
to this effec}, that if ſbe was light, there was no other cauſe 
but myſelf, and that if Iabuſed her love any langer, ſhe would p 
fit the hegvier on my ſhirts. Landing, wwe went lo the Spring- 
Garden; by the <way ſhe told me, 1 muſh lay aſide all forma- 
lity, and for the better carrying on the deſign we went upon, 
ſhe would have me to aſſume the title of Cuz. We were con- 
ducted into an obſcure bower, I Suppoſe one of Loves Chapel | 
of eaſe, ꝛchere, <without a Clew, it would be hard for any to 
find us. There was not any thing wanting that might delight 
be appetite, which with much freedom coe enjoyed together. 
Now, taid my Miitr els, I {hall take off the veil of my 
modeſty, 


therein. 


„% 
modeſty, and diſcover to thee the very ſecrets of my 
heart. The firſt time that I ſaw thee, I had more than 
2 common reſpect to you, and there was not a time 
fince, wherein I had the fight of you, but that it added 
new fuel to the flame of my affection ; I uſed all poſſible 
means to {mother or blaſt it in the bud, but could not: 
ſummoned my reaſon to confute my paſſion, and not- 


- withſtanding I alledged that there was a diſproportion 


in our age, and unfuitableneſs as to our condition; and 
laſtly, how great a ſtain it would be to my religious 
profeſſion; yet love got the victory over theſe, and 


would have been too ſtrong for ten times as many; the 


reſt the ſupplied with kiſſes, which were infinite. 
Having gained a little breath, and ſhe again having 


let me the uſe and diſpoſal of my mouth, I returned to 


this her amorous oration, ſomething ſuitable to it by 
way of retzhation ; proteſting with invocations, that 
ſince the had ſo compleated my happineſs by her love, 
I would periſh before I would be guilty of the leaſt abuſe 


That had it not been for the ſenſe of m unworthy» 
neſs, and fear of hazarding her love; and fo terre 


her diſpleaſure, no other difficulty ſhovld have deterre 


me from declaring and diſcovering what ſhe had pre- 
vented me in; adding, that were the quinteſſence of 
all love contracted into one body, it could not equal 
mine. Come, ſaid ſhe, let us leave off talking in ſuch 
idle phraſes, let future conſtancy make apparent the 
reality of our affections, and let us not looſe any time 
wherein we may mutually enjoy each other. It is but 


_ folly for me to mince the matter, or by my coldneſs 


endeavour to recongeal that water where the ice is too 
vitibly broken and thawed, Yet let nat your prudenca 


be queſtioned, or reaſon forfeited, in making any un- 


handſome advantage of this my freedom. But above all 
blaſt not my reputation by the rnſavory breath of any 
oſtentatious boaſting of a Gentlewoman's favours, nor 

OY | "It 
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let not my love ids any ſighting or dilreſpecb i in you to 
your maſter; neither let it ſo puff you up with pride, 
as to contemn your fellow. ſervants. In company thew 
more reverence to me than formerly. In private, when 


none ſees us but ourſelves, be as familiar and as free 


actions can demonſtrate. Be conſtant to me alone, for 
true love will not admit of plurality. Be ſecret and 
filent, and follow not the common practiſe of vain-glo- 


rious fools, that in requital of thoſe favours they have 
received of ſome credulous female, will make their 


brags of them in public. As if it were not enough for 
them to rob them of their chaſtities, but muſt ne wiſe 
murder their reputation. Have a ſpecial care you {light 


me not, for a Womans love deſpiſed, will turn into ex- 


treme hatred, and will ever be reſtleſs. till malice and 
revenge have conſulted with invention, how to be more 
than even with the ting injurer. We made an end 
of our buſineſs for that time, with much expedition, 
to the intent the teckoulneſs of our ſtaying might not 
be ſuſpected by the ignorant Cuckold at bau L have 
reaſon now for ſo calling him. 

Coming home, I applyed myſelf to the buſineſs of the 
ſhop as before, enjoining my eyes a ſevere penance, not 
ſo much as to look towards that object they fo dearly: 


loved. According to my uſual time I went to bed, but 
ſleep I could not, for thinking on what. I had done. 


About one o clock I was much ſtartled, to hear ſome- 


thing come into my Chamber; but before Icould give 


my eyes the liberty for a diſcovery, my Miſtreſs had 


gotten within the ſheets, and not daring to tpeak, be- 
cauſe my Maſter lay in the next room, moſt commonly” 


by himſelf, and her chamber was the next to that, and 


in a trundle bed underneath my Miſtreſs's bed lay the 


Maid. At' day-break my ſycet bed- fellow left me, at 
an unhappy time, for then was my Maſter awake, Which 


might have ruined us both, which had fo fallen out, 
had he been reſolute or couragious; but on che con- 
trary, 
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trary, exceeding timorous, but more eſpecially, afraid 
of the ſuppoſed walking ſpirits: For hearing the floor 
crack twice or thrice with the weight of her body; be- 


| ſides, by the help of Star light, perceiving ſomething 


to move all in white, he ſhrunk underneath the cloaths, 
not daring to put out his head; now did his imagina- 
tion work as Atrongly almoſt as his breech, ſuggeſting 
ſtrange and rediculous things to his fancy. But I ſhall 
give him leave to tell his own ſtory. A little after it 
was day, being almoſt ſtifled for want of freſh air, and 
choaked with the ſtink that was in bed, he boldly and 
valiantly put his head out of the quilt, and after he 

had thrice exorciſed the Devil, or the ſuppoſed evil 
Spirit, with avoid Satan, repeating as often that Scrip- 
tual Sentence, eh the Devil and he will fly from thee - 
He called but as loud as I might come to him. I leaped 
out of bed, and ran to him, aſking him what was the 
matter: O Thomas, {aid he, light a candle quickly, I 


Tunging in haſte, fell down the ſtairs, which made a 
terrible noiſe : my Maſter hearing me, cryed out, O God 


what will became of ue? thinking the Devil indeed had 


miſtaken me tor himſelf, and that he was carrying me 


on his back away ; with that he fell to prayer ſo fer- 


vently loud, that up ſtarts my Miſtreſs, and the Maid, 


running to khow what was the matter: fear had fon 
poſſeſſed him, that he could not be perfuaded, but that 


they were ſome os cee Devirs crew. 


At firſt they thought him to be fallen mad; but find- 


ing out the cauſe of "this diſtraction, with much per- 


ſuaſion my Miſtreſs made him ſenſible of his miſtake. 
Being fully aſſured, that they were not damned Spirits, | 


he relates what he had ſeen, in this manner: My Mi. 


treſs afterwards told me, that had it not been for laugh- 
ing, which ſo buſied her, that her ſenſe of ſmelling for 


that time had left her, ſhe could not have endured to 


hear him out, for that notorious ſtink, which came 


I wondered, 
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wondered, ſaid he, that contrary to my uſual cuſtom 
| awaked about four 0 clock, whereas I uſed to fleep 
ſoundly, thou knoweſt till eight. I hearkened, at firſt 
| only perceived the boards to crack, but preſently af- 
ter I heard chains rattle, and the ſtools flung about the 
room, the bed, and I in it, 'danced up and down, as if 

a Scotch Bug- pipe had been played upon by a Northern 
Te itch, and the Devil the while had danced with me, and 
the Bed a Morrice (ſupplying the Bellows with wind.) 
Sometimes they pulled me out of Bed, and laid me on 
the cold floor, and then toſt me in again like a Dog in a 
Blanket. 4 
Hearing no noiſe, I attempted to peep out; but 
ſcarcely had mine eyes recovered the top of Bed-cloaths, 
when I ſaw ſtanding by me, a compoſition of meer 
bones, with a ſhrowd thrown over his ſhoulders, like 
an Iriſh Brachin, or a Scotch Plaid, with a light Taper in 
one hand (I know not what uſe he could make of it, 
for there were only holes in his head inſtead of eyes) and 
an Hour-glaſs in the other: he grinned at me with his 
teeth (for he had no lips) and ſhaking his chains left 
me, which ſight to terrified me, that: I had like to have 
ſhot out (like a Pudding in a Bag) all that was within 
me. My Miſtreſs had like to have broken 'out into 
Hügpter had not the conſideration of danger, that 
might have enſued thereon, hindered her. 
After this, it was a long time bgfore he would be 
perſuaded to lie in that chamber again, which made me 
curſe his ſtrong conceit, for by this means he would lie 
with his wife, which interrupted our fweet paſtime. 
As for my part, I believed he would never have return- 
ed to his own chamber again, for he trembled when he 
| paſt through it in the day time; and if alone, he would 
{o thunder down the ſtairs (fear giving wings to his 
teet) as if (Vilcan-like) he had been ſent by Jupiter head 
ing on a meſlage. 

Another accident happened not long after, cured him 
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in part of his ridicufous belief, grounded on nothing 
elſe but fancy : In the Cellar, on a certain beam that 
went croſs, there were a great quantity of Fenter-hooks, 
ſome to hang meat on, others of a ſmaller ſort for o- 
ther uſes. Our cat being ſomewhat ravenous, was fol- 
lowing the ſcent, and had gotten upon the beam ; her 
foremoſt feet fliping, the was ſtrangely caught by the 
tail, and not able to recover herſelf: being terrib 

pained by the hook, made a moſt hideous noiſe, whic 

made the dog to fall a howling. This ſtrange noiſe firſt 
approached my Maſters ears, who awakeing my Miſtreſs, 
aſked her now whether the would believe her own ears. 


At firſt the confeſſed to me, ſhe knew not what to 


think, her conſcience being yet tender (which having 
no long time accuſtomed herſelf to fin, was not harden- 
ed and ſeared up) put her in mind of what ſhe had late- 
ly committed, ſo that the had like to, have concluded 
that it was Satan ſent to buffet her: but ſhe having 3 
martial Spirit, and not eaſily daunted, ſhe hearkened 
further, and then judged that Thieves had broken into 
the houſe. 5 5 5 
My Maſter all this while was breathing his laſt at both 


ends, whilſt my Miſtreſs leaped out of Bed, and came 


to my chamber door, biding me in all haſte to riſe, for 
there were Thieves in the houſe. I confeſs Thad no great 
mind to be killed, and therefore I was in no great haſte 
to riſe, ſometimes buttoning my Dublet, and then un- 
buttoning it again: perceiving that I delayed, the came 
again, taxing me with cowardice, and meanneſs of 
Spirit, which put new life into. me, making me reiolve 
to loſe my life, rather than hazard the loſs of her good 


opinion. 


Finding my Miſtrcfs. in her fmock, I thought it a 
ſhame for me to have my cloaths on: and fo naked as | 
was, we marched on, coming to the ſtair-head, my 
fancy troubled me a little, for the noiſc had ſo amazed 
me, that 1 would fain have my Miſtreſs to go firſt; = 
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_  gould not forbear laughing, to obſerve how complimen- | 


anc : 
e . ſomebody come up, thought we were all 
deſtroyed, and that they were coming up to diſpatch 
him too: Therefore he cryed out, Save my Life, and 
take all that I have. His wife (not to eacreaſe his per- 
plexity) bid him quiet himſelf, there was no harm, nor 
any like to be done; and fo convinced him of his folly, 
both paſt and preſent, that he had ngt a-word to ſay in 
his own defence; he enjoining us all ſilence, and we 
were diſmiſſed. | 8 | | „ 
The next night, to ſhew how muck he was altered 
from his former temper and belief, he did he in his 
own Chamber, ſuppoſedly haunted, and that fame night 
with much joy, my Miſtreſs and I, renewed our pleq- 
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in part of his ridiculous belief, grounded on nothing 
elſe but fancy: In the Cellar, on a certain beam that 
went croſs. there were a great quantity of Fenter-hooks, 
ſome to hang meat on, others of a ſmaller ſort for o- 
ther uſes. Our cat being ſomewhat ravenous, was fol- 
lowing the ſcent, and had gotten upon the beam; her 
foremoſt feet fliping, the was ſtrangely caught by the 
tail, and not able to recover herſelf: being terrib 

pained by the hook, made a moſt hideous noiſe, whic 

made the dog to fall a howling. This ftrange noiſe firſt 
approached my Maſters ears, who awakeing my Miſtreſs, 
aſked her now whether the would believe her own ears. 


At firſt the confeſſed to me, ſhe knew not what to 


think, her conſcience being yet tender (which having 
no long time accuſtomed herſelf to fin, was not harden- 
ed and ſeared up) put her in mind of what ſhe had late- 
ly committed, ſo that fhe had like to, have concluded 
that it was Satan ſent to biet her: but the having 3 
martial Spirit, and not eaſily daunted, ſhe hearkened 
further, and then judged that Thieves had broken into 
the houſe. - 3 + 
My Maſter all this while was breathing his laſt at both 
ends, whilſt my Miſtreſs leaped oat of Bed, and came 
to my chamber door, biding me in all haſte to riſe, for 
there were Thieves in the houſe. I confeſs I had no great 
mind to be killed, and therefore I was in no great haſte 
to riſe, ſometimes buttoning my Dublet, and then un- 
buttoning it again: perceiving that I delayed, fhe came 
again, taxing me with cowardice, and meanneſs of 
Spirit, which put new life into. me, making me reſolve 
toloſe my life, rather than hazard the loſs of her good 
OPINION. 1 | En 
Finding my Miſtrcfs. in her fmock, I thought it 2 
ſhame for me to have my cloaths on: and fo naked as | 
was, we marched on, coming to the ſtair-head, my 
fancy troubled me a little, for the noiſe had ſo amazed 
me, that I would tain have my Miſtreſs to go firſt; = | 
COU & 
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gould not forbear laughing, to 1 how compli 

tal and ceremonious at that time I was. Having ſcat- 
tered my fear by reſolution, how do I abuſe myſelf, faid 
I, and Wich that, boldly went on, 

By this time a ligkt was produced, and then thoſe 
Bug-bear thoughts which darkneſs N the fancy, 
began to vaniſh. There was not a hole big enough to 

- contayn 2 1755 but what I probed. Deſcending the Cel- 
lar-ſtairs, I plainly ſaw the original cauſe of fear and 
diſtraction, hanging by the tail. I called my Miſtreſs 
to the ſight, and now the Maid too would be the Spec- x 
tator, underſtanding the danger to be over. 

Well, the general vote was, that the Cat ſhould be 
carried up Stairs to our Maſter, and ſhew him the d 
inber tail, for evidence to prove his guilt i in being ſeduc- 
ed by ancy. 

He hearing ſomebody come up, thought we were all 
deftroyed, and that they were coming up to diſpatch 
him too: Therefore he eryed out, Save my Life, ond 
take all thgt' 1 have. His wife (not to eacreaſe his per- 

plexity) bid him quiet himſelf, there was no harm, nor 
any like to be done; and ſo convinced him of his folly, 
both paſt and preſent, that he had not a-word to ſay in 
his own defence; he enjoining us all ſilence, and we 
were diſmiſſed. 

The next night, to ſhew how much he was altered 
from his former temper and belief, he did lie in his 
own Chamber, ſuppoſedly haunted, and that ſame night 
with much | Joy, wy Miſtreſs and I, renewed our pleg- 
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Hob 3 Miſtreſs e him 115 Money, even to ſuper- 
fluity ; what ways he bad to ſpend it. He is tempted 10 
deſtruction by Correctors (alias Clippers, and Coiners 
(alias) Mattermen. He breaketh his Maſter (by the 
help of his Miſtreſs) and ſo ſets up for himſelf with 9g 
Money he had unlazefully gotten in his Apprenticeſhip and 
credit befides. What a trick he ſerved his Maſter at laſt : 
his Maſter and Miſtreſs ſoon after died. His credit be- 
comes ſuſpected. by his exorbitant manner of living, in 
Drinking, Whorcing, Gameing, Wc. He thinks to make 
up the crack by Marriage, he is deceived both in Perſon 
and Portion. 


[| Found my Eſtate to encreaſe abundantly, for I was 
halt ſharer myſelf with my Maſter ; my Miſtreſs the 


g put me in for one too, which -I had likewiſe; {o that 
the good man received but the fourth. I had been (ſince 


my return) very ſparing in my expence, having laid up 


my money ſecurely: But now finding out another ich 
- . Mine, I thought I ſhould be too rich, unleſs I contriv- 


ed ways to draw out, as well as put in. 

In the firſt place, I thought good to. buy a pair of 
good Geldings, for by that means I could meet whom I 
pleaſed, though a dozen or ſixteen miles diſtance, and 
10 by the quickneſs of return come home undiſcovercd. 
if occafion ſhould ſerve, they might very well ſerve for 
the high Pad, Theſe I bought, and where they ſtood. 
I had four or five ſuits, either to ride in, or to wear 
when I did intend to appear ſplendidly to peculiar 
friends; and then the * himſelf did not m__ 

15 


© dy 5 7 


his money more profuſely than myſelf. I judge it un- 
neceſſary to relate how, and in what manner I diſburſt 
great ſums, ſince there are few that are addicted to 
lcaſure, and have money, but know how to lay it out 
to the ſatisfaction of their deſires, that is to pleaſe all 
their ſenſes. My Miſtreſs ſeldom fow a piece of Gold 
in her Huſband's hands, or ſome large piece of Silver, 
but the would be begging it of him, for no other in- 
tent but to give it me; winch the 780 delight in, know- 
ing that frequent preients very much engaged my af. 
fection. 

For my. own part, I was not idle in the mean time, 
laying up like the careful Bee for winter. We return- 
ed great Sums of money every day, which an acquain- 
tance of mine knew very well; and he being daily in 
the company of a fellow, who was both Coiner and 
Clipper, it ſeems a decay ed Goldſmith, and one by the 
ſtudy of Chymiſtry, liv 2 by ſome particular part there- 
of, as the tranſmutation of metal, or ſo forth. 

This man he informs that he knew a young Caſheer, 
that he thought he could work to their purpoſe, who 
was very well qualified for it. An appointed time -for 
meeting was agreed upon between them, which was 
made known to me: 1 thought of no other deſign but 
to be merry. Being met, we drank freely, but now 
and then the ſtranger w ould beſeech me to favour him 
with my future 2cquaintance, that he ſhould think him- 
ſelt very happy, if I would admit him into a familiari- 
ty. Icould do no leſs than promiſe him, and fo laying 
aſide all ceremonies, we entered into a very familiar 
_ diſcourſe. | But for that night there was noting pro- 
pounded, neither was it thought convenient; ſeveral 
times we met, ſo that now we Were grown intimately 
acquainted. Our diſcourſe hapned about Chymiſtry, I 
waz forced to be mute, as not underſtanding any thing 
about it; yet I could not but admire, to hear any new 


triend relate what admirable varieties he could perform 
Ii 


Ct a] 
in that myſterious Art, and thereupon ſhewed me 2 
piece of Gold, demanding my opinion what I thought 
of it? I told Im I could judge no leſs, but that it was 
what it ſeemed to be, he {milingly replyed, no wonder 
that this ſhould deceive you, ſince it will do the like to 
the moſt critical Goldſmith's about the town: no doubt 
ſaid he, you havę heard of the Philoſopher” s ſtone, and 
hat vaſt Eſtates ſome have ſpent in the ſearch thereof: 
how ineffectual the labour of ſuch hath been, the miſe- 
rableneſs of their condition makes apparent. Others, 
and not a few, have pretended they have obtained the 
miſtery thereof, for no other intent than to delude ſome 
| wealthy credulous perſon, making ſome ridiculous ex- 
perimeuts to confirm his belief, and at laſt, extract him 
to the very lecs of his Eſtate, I ſhall not deludingly 
pretend to any thing, but what I will perform, which 
your own eyes ſhall atteſt. Hereupon he ſhewed me 
various pieces, both Gold and Silver, which are the ef. 
fects (faid he) of my own labour or pains, imployed in 
an Art I have found out by the curious Ka and in- 
duſtry of my brain, with which I can convert Copper 
into that Metal which current money is compoſed of, 
either of which, according to the tincture I ſhall give it. 
And to be plainer with you, out of that great love 1 
have born ever ſince I firſt ſaw you, and that my actions 
= ſhall make it apparent, ſee here this piece, according to 
die term of Art given, it is called a Black Dog, with 
= Prcen Elizabeth's head thereon, which is only 1 
double waſhed. This here is a George's Plateroon, being 
all Copper within, and only a thin plate about it. Ano- 
war called Compoſitum, which is a mixed metal, and will 
th touch and cut, but will not endure the fiery teſt. 
He gave me the ſight likewiſe of pieces of eight, half 
pieces, and quarter ice Then again (ſaid he) our own 
coin we uſually call Engliſh Cloth, oe other Spaniſh ; the | 


rices thereof are feveral, according to their goodneſs 


and ſineneſs - The beſt you may have 1 53 the yard, five 
ſhillings 


n 


ſhillings in the pound profit ; the worſer for eight, ten,; 
or more. = 

Now to the intent; I may compleat your happineſs 
here, if enjoyment of wealth wilt do it, I would ad- 
viſe you to take ſome of every ſort, and ſo mingle it 
with the reſt of your good caſh, proportionably to the 


* 


ſum. Let me add one thing more, it any large money 


comes to your hand, lay it aſide for me, which after 1 
have corrected a little (for broad brimed hats are not now 
in faſhion) I will return it, allowing you cighteen-pence 
per pound intereſt. 5 1 

J gave him all this while great attention, without the 
leaſt interruption; but here he making a ſtop, I thought 


he expetted o replication ; which was fo this effect, 


that I thanked him cordially for his xefpe&ts, which 1 
believed were real, having uſed that freedom with me, 
that I did not in the leaſt queſtion the greatneſs of pro- 
fit that would rebound by the acceptance of his proffer, 
but it being a matter of the greateſt conſequence, and 
higheſt eoncern, I defired I might have fome time for 
conſideration. This anſwer made him book blank, fear- 
ing leſt I made a demur only to betray him, fo that 1 
law by his countenance, he wiffred he had been more 
ſparing in his expreſſions. I muſt needs conteſs, I 
trembled all the time I was in his company, therefore I 
made all the haſte I could to be gone, giving him to 
underſtand, that after ſerious conſultation with myſelf, 
I would ſend him an anſwer by my friend, and fo 1 


took my leave of him. The whole night following 1 
{pent in weighing his propoſals in the balance of profit 


and preſervation : J quickly found that life's preſerva- 
tion out weighed all other intereſt, and that honour, 
riches, and pleaſure would avail little to that man that 
was riding % to the Gallows. Beſides, how could 1 
expect to eſcape better than others, who were frequent - 


ly made wretched ſpectacles of raſh imprudence and 


tolly, who, having forfeited the King's high and juſt | 


diſpleaſure, 
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diſpleaſure, did uſually betray their own ſelves to 5 
3 of the Law in that caſe, which hath as little 
commiſeration on ſuch as the worſt of offenders? 
"Though I had committed {everal things that might come 
within the verge of an indictment, yet I always ſhuned. 
ſuch actions as "bore the inſcription in their front, Me- 
mento mori. To be as good as my promiſe, I ſent my 
Chymiſt thete conſequent lines. 


5 [ R, 
Tou ſceming hy 40 prof r foir, but kno 


Hanging attends ſurh Lindn 72 r you eib, 
The bope- of proſii tempts me ; toſs of life 
O're pow'rs perſuations, aid fo ends the ſtrife ; 
Had I two Lives, my deeds ſhould make it fnoton, 
How little I would care to hazard one 3 
But having ſolely mic, 1 Will not try 
Its lofs, as yet, I han no mind to dic - 
Should ccc proceed then, and be taken in it; 
Death and damnation ſcize us in a minute : 
Ceaſe then, and let your fancies ſuit with mine, 
Wel plot no Treaſon, bit 15 got good Mine,; 
a being had, let each man's face declare 8 
Indian Mi 722 net fo rich as our's are: © 

4 2ve want coin, the beſt way, I 400 

I to tranſmute the Metal Ci my. Noe. 


never received any anfwer to what 1 wrote, neither 


did I ever fee my new friend after, which was accord- 


ing to my own deſire, but J heard of his fad deſtiny, 
whereof 1 ſhould have participated, had 1 hſted myſelf 
in that Metal-fimulatin Regiment. Some found out 
operating in the obſcureft thickets of woods, others 


were detected cliping in dark Concaves on Blackheath, 


and their ringleader diſcovercd in his own houſe, in a 
deep vault for his purpoſe; who, though he had time- 


ly 


1 


ly notice to remove his tools, yet by his Seizers they 


were found hid in a Chimney-mantletree, hollowed 


for the purpoſe, with a ſhutter at the end. | 
After the diſmal cataſtrophe of theſe hazardous fools, 


I had like to have been put to a great trouble, though - 


not in the leaſt guilty of the accuſation : and thus it 
was; an indigeht hanger-on, having taken notice of 
my being once or twice in the company of the chief of 
thoſe lately executed, came to me one evening, and re- 
queſted ſome private diſcourſe, I conſented ; being to- 
gether (laying aſide ſeveral formalities that uſhered in 
his diſcourſe) he told me, that I was taken notice of as a 
notorious diſperſer of counterfeit money and that there 


Las à warrant out to apprehend me, and that out of 


pure love to a man ſo young and fairly promiſing as 
myſelf, he thought himſelf bound in duty to preſerve 
if he could, by giving timely notice to ſhun that, which 
if neglected, might prove deſtructive. I immediately 
ſaw the Rogue peep through the Vizard of diſſimulation, 
and therefore inſtead of giving thanks I gave him a 
blow over both his eyes, to the intent he ſhould not ſee 
how I would beat him, which was in ſuch a manner, that 
he could not ſee himſelf for three days after wards. 
This Fellow I underſtood to be a Dunnet for the priſo- 
ners, of their confederates abroad; and if they we uld 
not continually let down their milk, impeach them, 
and were often condemned. | 

But to proceed, row I had ſerved my time, and was 
accordingly made free; but ſolicited by my Maſter 
to ſtay tome longer time as a Journeyman, which 
{ contented too, 3 it could not be long; for 
we had fo purloined from him, that it was impoſſible 
for him to ſubſiſt any longer. Now his Creditors vißt- 
cd him daily, ſo that now his whole time was taken vp 
in ſtudying fair promiſing words to ſatisfy them for te 
preſent, and telling them when they ſhould come agar. 
My Maſter perceiving the danger he wa, in, would nei- 
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ther ſtir abroad, no, not ſo much as. come into the 
1hop. Henow ſtanding upon the brow of a very high 
hill, and being forced to defcend, I reſolved to fave hin 
the labour, and fo threw him down headlong. Bt 
By this time I had conveyed away a ſufficient quan- 
tity of his goods, intending them for my own uſe ; and 
ſtowed them in 4 warehoule which I had lately taken 
| privately for my purpoſe. My Maſter one night told 
| me his intended deſign, that he was reſolved to pack 
| up all his goodo, and to gather in what money he could, 
= and ſo take his wife with him for Lreland. I thought 1 
i ſhould have died at firſt, when I heard him talk of car- 
rying his wife with him, and could not forbear drop- 
ing ſome tears; which he perceiving, his trickled down 
| his checks to bear mine company, Well now, ſaid he, 
| 1 fee thou loveſt me too, as well as thou haſt hitherto _ 
proved faithful. But the deareſt friends mult part (and 
with that he wept again like a Child) however my com- 
fort is, I hope we ſhall ſce each other in Heaven. 1 
thought with myſelf, I would rather ſce him in the 
Compter. And from that minute I contrived how | 
might effect it: For at that time I ſhould never have 
been able to have brooked a ſeparation between my 
Miſtreſs and ſelf, eſpecially at ſo great a diſtance. She 
and I often conſulted what to do; ſometimes we were 
jn the mind to take what money the old fool had, and 
J0o run away together, with many ftratagems which we 
propounded; but were rejected as no ways expedient Fe 4 
nor convenient. At laflt I reſolved on this, that ſhe | 
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ſhould acquaint herſelf of the exact time and way he 
intended to go, and ſo intorm me thereof. I received 


information in a ſhort time after, that before break of 
day, at ſuch a time he would take horſe at Mington, and | 
to for Miarſieſter. 5 1 

immediately fent away word to one of his chiefelt 


Creditors, making known to him the fum and ſubſtance 
of: ery thang, and, that if ever he expected to receive 
24 | 5 | what 


(19 ) | | 


Fs 


hat was due to him, he hf at ſuch a time kavs Of. 


ficers ready to way-Jay him, in order to his arreſt, 

which was pan&tually done according to what inftruc- 
tions I ſent him in a Letter, without a name ſubſcribed 
thereunto. He had not been long in cuſtody, before I 


was ſent for, to adviſe with him what was beſt to be 


done in this his great perplexity. I could do no lets 


then ſeemingly condole his misfortunes, and withal 


ſeemed to be very active as to his aſſiſtance, runing ap 
and down to his Creditors, to bring them to a compli. 
ance; but he had been better to have ſent ſome perion 
elſe as ſollicitor in his buſineſs, for by my means I made 
his wound incurable. Seeing there was no remedy but 

patiently to endure his inevitable impriſonment, he got 
1 Horſe, (as ſome men term it) alias a Duce facies, and 


10 remov'd himſeif to L udgate, where he had not been 


long &'er he dy d for grief. 
In the mean time my Miſtreſs had ſecurgd what he 


had, which Ienjoy'd, I had now an Houſe and hop of 


my own, very well furniſhed ; but withall I was grown 

10 deboiſt and profuſively laviſh, that J ſeldom was at 
home but at night, and then in bed with my Miſtreſs, 
who, was very importunate with me to marry her: I 


_ confeſs I loved her intirely as my Miſtreſs, or Whore, 


but I hated as my Wite, knowing very well that if ſhe 
would be an Whore to me, and 


ſpecioua pretences, which her love and facileneſs 5 
wallow'd. The time of her delivery approaching, I 


went down into the Country with her; and becaule it 


was at hand, I ſtay'd to ſee the event: within à ſhort 
while ſhe fell in labour (now becauſe We were known 
for no other than man and wife,) when ker throws came 


upon her, the would 1 not ie me ſtir out of the room. 
| | Hor 
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ave an Huſband, ſhe 

would be ſo to another when I was in the formers 
place. She now found herſelf with Child ; whereupop- 
(taking upon her my duty) ſhe daily preſt me to fave her 
credit. But I delay'd, putting her off continually with 


Or ery ety 
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| Her pain growing intollerabie, ſhe called me haſtily to 
nher, and getting my hand within hers; Farewell, ſaid 


ſhe, I die for thee ; thy lait unkindneſs in not perform- 
ing thy promiſe, and not returning love anſwerable to 
mine, hath untimely yielded my days: with that ſhe 
groaned, and then uſing her former expreſſions, cryed 
out, Love my memory however, ſince I dic for thec. 


* She uttered not one word afterwards, being as good as 


her word : the good woman look'd ſtrangely on me, 


every one paſſing their virdict, and all concluding her 


none of my wife. The % Chriſtians under the great 
perſecution, ſuffered not in "five hundred years ſo many 
Teveral ways, as I did in five hours by the peoples tongues. 
I muſt needs ſay, I took it very much to heart, that re- 
port, which made Richard the ſecond alive ſo often after 
he was dead, ſhould kill me as often whilit alive; de- 
firing them at laſt to wave their Cenſures (which they | 
expreſt publickly) I entreated them with all the Rheto- 
rick I could produce to endeayour the reviving of my 
Wite, which if paſt recoyery, to uſe means to preſerve 
the Child. In a ſhort time they told me that was dead 


| likewiſe, At firſt I ſhewed much grief, Which was un- 


feigned, being not ſo much afflicted for the loſs of her, 


. as affected with thoſe words ſhe uttered when ſhe Kath” 


ed her laſt. I was too conſcious. of my own guilt, and 


therefore they made the deeper impreſſic ON IN my very 


Soul. 


But all theſe purturbations of mind | hpated with a 


glaſs or two of Canary, which was the common Anti- 
dote I us'd againſt care, forrow, and vexation, &c. I 
now provided things neceſſary for her Funeral, Which 
were not vulgar; which I might the better do, having 
made myſelf her Executor before, taking all ſhe had 
into my cuſtody. In memorial of her, and her dl | 


{ wrote this Epitaph on ber Tomb: ſtone. 
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omen they fay will lye, but now J fee 
*Trs falſe, to 10 27 ſhe ſpake the truth 19 m2, 
Farewell faid ſhe, I thought my grief V have hid, 
die for love of thee, and ho he did, © 
Here «ith her Child, that ſtrove in vain 
To untomb itfelf to be intonttfd again. F 

But reſt my Babe, thy cares v 3th h tfe are gone, me 
Thor'll riſe again, though nczv a ſetting Sun. | 
Though wonders ceaſe, thy M ather's death doth prove 
They may revive, fer foe did dye fir love, 


Returning to my own habitation, I found that my 
ſo long abſence had raiſed a jealouſy in iy Neighbours 
breaſts, that I was run away; which reſted not there; 
but ſpread like a Canker, ſo that this flying report 
came to ſome of my Creditors ears, which made them 
both impatient and importunate with me for their mo- 
ney; I wondered whence proceeded their unexpected 
haſte. Some that would not be put of with promiſes, 
1 was forced to pay; from others I obtained a little lon- 
ger forbearance, which gave me but liberty to proſe. 
cute my former courſes. If I was at the Tavern, I was . 
either drunk, ingaged in a quarrel, and fo invoived in 
blood ; or elſe at play, if not at a Bawdy houſe, which 
places I could not refrain from frequenting, tho? I kept 
one of my own at home. For I would not entertain a 
Maid, but, what was more than ordinarily handſome, 
whom [ commonly vitiated either by preſents, or pro- 
miſes if I got them with child. When I was weary of 
one, I paid her off, with additions to her wages, and 
entertain'd another, Who would in a ſhort time be 
. wrought upon as well as her predeceſſors, being ambi. 
tious to lie with her Maſter, and vainly hoping that to 
be the firit ſtep to her per forment, thinking of nothing 
but prefently marry ing, and fo be Miſtreſs. In three 
years that I lived as Mr. 1 had nine illegitimates, which 
1 knew, four whercof were begotten by my maids, which 

: put 
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at me to a \ vaſt expence. Two of the Mothers would 
have forced me to have married them, or allowed them 
competent maintenance (for they were ſubtil, ng 


baggages) but in a little while I got them aboard a Ve 


{el bound for Virginia, and never heard of them ſince. 
Beſides two or three terrible claps, which coſt me a con- 
fiderable ſum in their cure, This diſtemper, as it cauſed 
2 conſumption. in my Pocket, fo it impaired my wonted 
ſtrength, and almoſt ſpoiled my natural Talent. 

I now began to be ſenſible of my folly, and 1o reſolved 
to take up in time, and redeem by degrees my loft cre- 
ait by a temperate ſober lite ; but that I found I had 
. waſted myſelf extremely, by which means I became leſs 

capable of re- acting what J had before done, and my 
gund in a manner fatiated, I queſtion whether I ſhould 
kave had now fuch penitent thoughts. For a while I. 
kept my Shop diligently and conſtantly; I would not 
drink with any but at home; my ſudden alteration 
made people admire, and the ſuddenneſs of my refor- 
mation was the common diſcourſe of all my Neigh- 
bours; the parſon of our pariſh hearing of my ſtrange 
iteration, came to me, which I admired at; for before, ; 
be that had the leaſt care or reſpect of his Reputation, 
would avoid all occaſions of being ſeen in my compa- 
ny, leſt they might be ſuſpected extravagant and deboiſt. 

Fhe ſhortneſs of his hair declared him a member of 
the Circumfcion, but his tripple cap, or three caps on his 
head, ſhewed, though he hated the very name of Rome, 
OF Babylen, yet he loved formerly a whore in private, 
though nat common. His cloak was faced down with 
zeal before, and his band appeared but as a broad hem 
to thew that a bom with zwo or three formal ſpits, and a 
feigned cough, was the uſual ſupply of his diſcourſe, 
when he had thraſhed himſelf in his Chak out of breath 
in the Pupift, His looks reſembled the bleer ey'd 
Printing at Geneva (and his face like the ragged ſort of 
paper on which ew work off their ire After 


Be 
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he had ſet his face into a platform, he delivered bimfelk. 
I ſhall not relate exactly his own cantin 
he borrowed from ſcripture, being ſenſible, non eſt tutum 
ludere cum ſacris but give you the ſubſtance, which was 


a reproef for my extravaganciesg ſecondly, ſome ge- 


neral inſtructions, pick'd out of a contmon-place book, 
for my future practice: and laſtly, ſome encourage- 
ments drawn from various motives to proceed, without 


looking back, towards a good life, on which three 


ints he ran on ſtrange arguments till dinner-time, 
and then his ſtomach petitioned him to ſhut his mouth, 
leſt it ſhould be deprived of Its appetite * receiving 
in too much air. 

In this ſeeming ſtrictneſs of life I lived two or three 
months; and ſome people began to have charitable 
thoughts of my foul, and that I might regain my run- 
nings out by future diligence and induſtry. | 
I had ſeveral matches offered me, which I ſaw, but 


liked them not, for I had always been a general lover, 


and could not come to particulars. At laſt it was my 
misfortune to ſee one whom I was preſented to, who 
at firſt fight, robbed me at once both of myſelf and 
of all other company. 

Formerly I was pleaſing and alfable, my company 
admired in every ſociety, but never lived till now an 
Anchorite on earth, neither till now did I ever tye up 
mine eyes to one particular face, giving them tree li- 
berty to wander. But now at laſt I fell from my pri- 


mitive liberty, loſing it totally, by a doatage on a Crea- 
ture, and that a woman too: a juſt judgment on me, 


for my manifold fins to throw _ thing in ny WAY for 
me to Rumble at. Wet 


words, or what 
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Hoe be was married, and <what Ed of a Sins bis Wife. 
Some ebjervations concerning Love and Women ; ſeleftecd 
_ ret of the choice? Commentators on their nature, together 
delt bis own experimental elections. He cheats his Cre- 
diters by Fnatvifh breabing, and runs away for Ireland, 
be is Ship <oracht.on the 52 of Man. Hit arrival into 
Ireland: hs changeth his name, what trick he ſerv'd his 
firſt Landlady ; ail his M oney being Jones and thoſe good's 
and coin likewiſe Shipzcrectt «hich he expedtcd to follow 
Vim. 


tended Wites Parents, and found by report they 
ere very wealthy. In a {tort time we had conferences 
wage about — Portion, and my eſtate, 4nd therein 
-we were all ſatisfied. My Courtſhip was very noble, 
yet not prodigal, for fehr of giving offence ; and in a 
little while we were married: by her looks I thought 
ber fo modeſt, that an unchaſte thought durſt not enter 
into her head, f hince all immodeſt expteſlions ſhe baniſh- 
d from her cars. 
3 he ſirſt night 1 tlzought to have had the firſt 714/e, 
but m y experience told me the Tarricrs had been there 
before. This ſtruck me into amazement, chat there 
thould appcar fuch Virgin whitencks, and the extract Of 
innocence in her face, yet be guilty of a crime ſo noto- 
rious. Much perplext, I was, but durſt not vent my- 
{clf, what was more than bare ſuſpicion. In one half 


years tima what ! intended to conceal could be hid ro 
longer, 


1 Macle ſtrict enquiry after the condition of my in- 


7 
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longer, being brought to bed three months before het 


time; and yet the Bawd her Midwite would make me 
believe this was uſual ; and that Children brought forth 
at ſix months might hve. +7 "1x, 
Now began our domeſtick Civil Wars, which was 


carried on with fury between us, that there was hard- 


ly an Utenſil in the Kitchen that could reſt in quiet from 
flying about our ears continually, My wife acted the 
Silent woman to the life, whilit in a tangle ſtate; - for be- 
fore we were married all her anſwers were very ſhort, 
comprehended within the two Monoſyllables of 1, and 
No: and theſe two mult be forcibly extracted from her. 
But now how her tongue wagg'd in a perpetual mo- 
tion, and her voice ſo ſhril and loud, that it would be 
hear'd diſtinctly, though a piece of Ordnance were diſ- 
charged near her at the ſame time, or ſtanding at the 
Bell-room door while the Bells were ringing. Frequent 
were her complaints to her Father and Mother, which 
alienated their affection from me, ſo that their only ſtu- 
dy was how to berid of me. Her forgeries (to excuſe her 
own Delivery) had ſo inſtigated them, that they ſought 
my ruin by all ways imaginable. Beſides they laid an Em- 


bargo upon the reſt of my Wives portion unpaid ; ad- 


viiing her withal to ſecure what ſhe could for her own 
ſel-preſervation. She followed their inſtructions fo ex- 
actly, that in a ſhort time I found myſelf in a very de- 
clining condition, yet knew not the cauſe till it was too 
late, conveying away both my goods and money, ſome 
whereof. went to ſupply the neceflities of her Sta- 
Yen EIS DS | be 

I. as all along jealous of this, though I could not con- 
clude her altogethcr ſo culpable. But my doubts and 


tears, which of all are the ſharpeſt paſſions, could not 


turn this diſtemper into a diſeaſe (although they look d 
through falſe Opticks, making things appear like even- 
ing thadows, diſproportionable to the truth, and itrange- 
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longer than the true ſubſtance) till knowledge hereof 
(confirmed me by the witnefles of my eyes) had baniſh- 
ed bare ſuſpicion. 

Which was thus, One night I cauſed myſelf to be 
brought home by a Porter as dead drunk; my wife re- 
ceived me in that condition (I perceived by peeping out 
of my eye-lids) with much ſatisfaction, and was imme- 
_chately carried up to bed; with much difficulty they 
undreſt me, pretendin myſelf alleep all this while, and 
ſo they left me. It ſeems by the ſtory that my Wife 
preſently ſent away the maid (which was her Pimp) to 
her friend to come at fuch an hour. About nine of the 
clock the Maid was poſted to bed; and about ten 1 
heard one fmall knock at the door: he needed not to 
knock there any longer, for there was one below that 
was ready to receive him. When I judg'd they were 
incircled in each others arms, (which I underitood by 
hearkning at the bottom of the ſtairs, and thereby 
knew whereabout they were) I ran in upon them with 
my ſword (which I had prepared ready) and thinking 
to have run them through the body, intending to make 
a paſſage for their Soul's eſcape, l paſt my ſword through 
the fleſhy part of both their thighs. At which they 
made a moſt hideous out- ry, ſo that the Maid came 
running down: and a Watchman that ſtood juſt at my 
door heari ing the noiſe, knocked at the door, to know 
What was the matter; ; the Maid apprehending the dan- 

ger, let him in, who by the help of his e, never 
faw fo ſtrange a ſight; for I had 1 pined them together, 
*thkt the could not ftir. As well as they could ſpeak, 
they both begged their pardon for theif lives only. 
Which 1 granted, as en on m revenge ſomewhat 
fatisfied. . | 

My 1 I "ITY but 3 as for his Miſtreſs N was 
forced to fend for a Surgeon, whoſe wound needed no 
probing, but tenting, for it was through and through. 


There was no concealing of eden. was done; cherefore 
8 L in 


1 
in the morning early, I acquainted her parents with 
what had happened laſt night, inſiſting further, that 
ſince ſhe had inſtead of putting off handſomely the chain 
of Matrimony, rudely broke it, it ſhould be her own 
damage; neither would I be at 'the coſt of a viſitation 
to repair the breach. To which I added, that had I de- 
nied ker things requiſite and neceſſary, or not perform- 
ed duly my duty, the might have had ſome pretence for 
her {lighting me, and look upon me only as a falſe 
Crow ſet upin a Garden, to keep others from the fruit 
it cannot taſte itſelf. But ſince it was otherwiſe, and 
that ſhe had nothing to object againſt me, but only 
curbing her inordinate deſires; I wiſhed them to ſave 
me the labour of having the law to tear her from me, 
but that they would remove her elſewhere. 
The replyed but little, haſtning to their daughter ; 
and fearing worſe miſchief might enſue, they in antly 
conveyed her into the Country. She had not remain. 
ed there long, before ſhe was cured, and not endurin 
to be confined to ſolitary ; repaired again to the City, 
where now ſhe lives as ſuch do that keep Civet Cats ; 
but I hear ſhe is very reſerved go all, but ſuch ſhe knows 
the may intruſt herielf with, 


There never yet wwas woman made, 
Nor fhall, but to be curſt ; 
And oh! that I (fond I) h firſt 
Of any Lover, 
This truth at my own-charge to other Fools di Jews, 


Ye that have promis'd to yourſelves 
Propriety in love ; 

Know womens heart like Argen do move, 
And what we call 

Their Smpathy, i is but to bves in ow 


All mankind are alike 175 them; =. _- 
And though we Iron find, : Bhat 


Nn 
That never * n Load ſdene jain'd, 


*T is not the Irons fault, 


It is becauſe the Loadſtone yet Was never brought, 


Tf where @ gentle Bee hath fallen 
And laboured is his power, 
A new ſucceeds not to that Heuer, 
But paſſeth by 
” Tis to be thought the gallant elſewhere leads bis thigh, 


For fill the „ ready /tand ; 
One buzxzes round about, 7 
One lights, one taſts, gets in, gets out, 
All always uſe them, 
Till all their fe weets are gone, and all again refuſe them, 


However, I muſt confeſs my own faults, as well as 


condemn others; which I was too inquiſitive after that, 
which the more I knew, would the more diſturb me. 
Curioſity in this renders a man as rediculous a, Cox- 
comb, as that Cuckold Sir Tohn Suckling mentioneth, 
who made diligent enquiry whether he was made ſo in 


a bed, or on a Couch; and whether his duty-officiating 


Cavalier pulled oft his Spurs firſt or not, &c. 

Well, it was my hard fate to marry thus like one 
doom'd to priſon, who expecting to fe in a private 
room is confined to lie in the hole, Had I married the 

beſt, I believe I ſhould have found myſelf in the ſtocks. 
"Tis ſtrange that I of all men ſhould be deceived by this 
thing, that was like a box bearing drugs not ſuitable 
to the inſcription. Had not my paſſion hung in 8 
eyes, when I look'd into her diſpoſition and carriage, I 


might have cafily underſtood that her behaviour in the 


preſence of me, was only like action on a publick Stage 
and that the natural inclinations; were hid from me un. 
der the vail of ſilence and ſeeming modeſty. And in- 


deed my pallate was bed-ridden ; and 10 ſcarce ſenſible 


= 


of 


66 


of ſauce, eck leſs of meat. But ſince I have had fuch 

ill luck in marriage, which ſome vainly and falſely ac. 
count a merry age, I ſhall in the enſuing diſcourſe give 
you ſome inſtructions or advice as Land-mar Ks; for ha- 
ving ſplit upon this Rock, I may the better be a Pilot 
to another that would fail this way. - 

Love 'tis confeſt is a natural diſtemper, a kind of 
{mall-pox ; moſt have either had it, or is to expect it, 
and the ſooner the better. Surely [ was never well 
cured on't, or elſe I had not thus fallen in a relaps. 
Want of knowledge miſguided me at firſt, and fo I fell 
into a Suagmire; but I knew not what poſi jeſt me to ride 
afterwards into another on purpoſe. Love ſeeds When 
it grows up to Matrimony is good for nothing, like 
ſome Fruit Trees, which muſt be tranſplanted before 
they will bring forth any thing. And when love in 
this nature doth ſeed, the increaſe thereof is diſſatisfac- 
tion, ſorrow and vexation multiplyed. This afore- men- 
tioned is not truely love, but luſt ; for I cannot believe 
that noble paſſion can be the ruin of its ſubjects; : 
neither would I have is diſparaged by ſo unworthy an 
object as a woman. It there be love, it ſhould be to 
Heaven, a- male friend, relations, or our Countries pre- 
ſervation, and not to a Female imperfetion. And yet 
nothing, will ſerve the turn, but monopolizing it by 
Marriage, becauſe we would make it ſurely our own, 
and nevertheleſs our own till then ; for it ſhe be young, 
ihe is like an Hawk upon her wing; ; and if ſhe be hand. 
ſome, ſhe is the more ſubject to go out at check, Faulk- 
ners that can but ſeldom ſpring right game, ſhould ſtill 
have ſomething to take them down. The lure to which 
all ſtoop in this World, is either garniſhed with profit 
or pleature, and when you cannot throw her the one, 


you myſt be content to ſhew ont the other. Conſider - 


again that woman (belides the trouble) is a rent-charge 
which though the curiofity of man hath often uncloſ- 
ed, * he cannot for his lite top o well one gap, but | 
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it will lie open for any ftragler ; by which means it fel. 


dom improves or becomes ruitful. And why ſhould a 
woman be denyed the liberty of breaking a pain in her 
own window, or not admitted the freedom of regreſs 


to her own Maliport, letting in whom ſhe eſteems as 


friends? if you will not ye them the permiſſion you 


muſt be forc'd to wink when they take it, or do worſe, 


croſs them, and they will endeavour the not leaving a 


croſs in your Pocket. Take it which way you will, 


marriage is the deareſt way of curing love, faring with 


ſuch, as it doth with thoſe, for the moſt part, that at 


great charges wall in grounds and plant, who cheaper 


might have eaten Melons elſewhere, than Cucumbers in 


their own Garden. Beſides, it is a groſs piece of 1gno- 
rance to be bound up to love for an age, when the cauſe 
of love may periſh for a month, and then the effect may 


follow. If it be natures 3 in the face, that doth in- 
duce you; thoſe beauti 


flowers of red and white, a 
diſeaſe will quickly wither; if not, raviſhing time 18 
deflour the choiceft beauty. 

But the ill conſequences of Marriage are more to be 


conſidered, which are commonly drawn from the evil 
inclinations of that Bex; Eve by ſtumbling at the Ser- 


pent's Solicitations caſt her huſband out of Paradiſe ; 
nor are her Daughters ſurer of foot, being foundered 
by the heat of luſt and pride. It were ſomething if 
Marriage could anſwer the expectation of all ſhe boaſts 


the cure of; for inſtead of quenching the hot coals or 


concupiſence, it aggravates the ſimple ſin of fornicati- 
on, making it ſprout into Adultery. What might be 
ſajd more as to this Subject, I ſhall refer the reader to 
the Writings of that ingenious Gentleman Mr. Francis 
ßberne. I any more (like boy's ſtript and ſtand ſhiver- 
ing about the brink) are ready to leap into loves, whirl- 


pool, and ſo endanger the loſs of themſelves, let them 


firſt look upon love to be an idle fancy, and wedlock of 
5 eee conſequence. If I could perſuade 2 — 


ht 


6 
from loving, one would think the other then wonld be 
diſregarded, but ſome to their coſts can ſpeak the con- 
trary. In the firſt place, marry none but whom you 
love: for he that marries where he doth not love, will 
love where he did not marry. If you are prone to love 
one particular perſon, ſome are of opinion that travel 
is an excellent remedy : for abſence doth 1 in a, kind re- 
move the cauſe, by removing the object. Others think 
that frequent viſits (whereas the rarity of them indears 
the affection) may by a ſurprizal Aon ſome defects, 
which though they cure not abſolutely, yet they qua- 
lify the vehement heat of an amorous Feavor, and as 
NEAT as can be, let it be unſeaſonably, either when ſhe 
is in ſickneſs or diſorder, by that a man may know ſhe 
is but mortal, and but a woman; the laſt would be 


enough to a wiſe man for an Antidote. Enter in di- 


courſe with her of things ſhe dayly hears not, and it 
will confirm the cure. Neither will it be amiſs to con- 
trive yourſelf into the company of variety, eſpecially 
fuch beauties which are generally cry'd up; and if you 
can, taſte them all, (but now I think on't, it is no mat- 
ter, one 1s ſufficient for a ſurfeit) for this Malady i is bet - 
ter remedied this way, than by abſtinence: good jovial 
company will much conduce to the cure. 
But, I like not the preſcription of Marriage, ſince it 
is the laſt and moſt dangerous receipt; like a kind of 
live Pigeons apply'd to the ſoals of the feet, which re- 
medy, to ſay the truth, is worſe than the diſeaſe : Where 
it poſſible for a Woman to be conſtant to one, ſome- 
thing might be ſaid, but I never yet tryed any which 
did not very much ſhew their diſpleaſures when ofer- 
ed ſome kindneſs, but never found any to refuſe them, 
if opportunity and privacy of place admitted their re- 
ception; which hath made me often in my oven thoughts 
queſtion my mothers honeſty and ſidelity to my Father. 
What I now utter, is not derived from prejudice i0 


that Sex, grounded on my own Wife's diſloyalty; but 
i experience 
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experience tells me this, which moſt paſt ſixteen very 
well underſtand, that there are few Women, let them 
pretend what they pleaſe, but will yield to the tempta- 
tions of the fleſh, and ſo much the ſooner, by how much 
ſhe profeſſeth ſome new light, that leads them into the 
Cuarmires of all forts of erroneous "Fenents. With this 
dark Lanthorn-light they dazzle the eyes of ſuch as 
would pry into their actions, while behind in the dark, 
they ſenſually fatisfy themſelves undiſcovered. 
Experience dictates what I here expreſs; for I have 
converſed with ſeveral of theie Religious pretenders, 
that in the very a& would very much inveigh agamit 
Adultery with their tongues, whilſt their bloods wil- 
lingly conſented to the commiſſion of that fin, and then 
immediately; after ſeem extremely penſive. ä | 
They will make it their daily diſcourſe, ſpeaking a- 
gainſt ſuch whoſe natural inclinations have prompted 
them to unlawful ſatisfaction of their luſt, and yet they 
themſelves are at the ſame time ſtudying how they -may 


ſecretly and ſecurely accompliſh the fame thing. 


Io conclude, Women in general i in the very extract 
of inconſtancy, and therefore it is but a vain thing for 
any to think ſhe can abſolutely love one man. Such 
who are found conſtant to their Huſbands, preferring 
their Welfare before the indulging of their own by. xeſ- 
pects, ought to be looked on no lefs than Miracles of 
their Sex, by ſuch who are acquainted generally with 
Female diſpoſitions and actions. 
Whilſt my credit was good, I thought good to males 
uf of it, leſt that Failing, I ſhould want on opportunity 
to march off with flying colours. 

To raiſe my repute amongſt my neighbours, (whom 
I knew would prend abroad what they had feen) J 


_ cauſed a Porter (whom I could truſt) to carry out pri- 


vately an hundred pounds, and a little while after to 


come with a truſty friend of mine with that, and five 
or fix hundred pound bags more on his back, openly 
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carrying 5 * my receipt hereof, I preſently 
1 the money out of the bag (which had really 
money in it) on the Counter, purpoſely. making a great 
noiſe ; having told it over, I put it up; and pretended 
to lay that alide and take another, I took up the ſame 
again, fo doing till I had told it over five or fix times; E 
then writing in publick view a Receipt, with much ci- 
vility and reſpect I diſiniſt my Gentleman, and thus did 
I thrice in a monthf time; ſo that by this means with- 
out ſuſpicion 1 conveyed. away 4 great quantity of my 
goods, which people thought I had fold, and therefore . 
thought me to have a great trade. Report thereby ren- 


— me a man of vaſt dealing, ſo that now I had goods 


dayly offered me, ſome whereof I received, promiſing 
to them payment at thee months, others at fix, whereas 
I intended they ſhould ſtay till they had the Twelve A- 
poſtles for heir Jury. What . or Money I could 
take up, I did, not mattering at what rate. To ſome 
of the more weary ſort I conteſt a judgment for their 
_ ſecurity. I needed not to have ſpoſen in the ſingular - 
number, for I deluded four with my judgments. What 

commodities I had, I converted into money by a Bill 

of Sale, and ſo went away, leaving my Creditors to 
ſue out a Statute of Bankruptcy if they pleated ; which 
I valued not, if once out of the reach. To my chiefeſt 
Creditor J ſent theſe lines, to the intent he ſhould not 
tax me with ungratitude for going iy and not ſend- 
ing him word. 


Credit doth 3 ach whoſe 7 der are weak, 
But too much Credit, Sir, did make me break. 
Credit to fanking Trades-men i is a prop, 
But had you kept your wares, Ide kept my ſhops 
Pray do not blame me, Sir, becauſe I ſhow 
A way to pay thoſe many debts you owe ; 
Which you may do, if youll adviſed be, 
Which is in ſhort, prepare to 3 me. 


1 
Believe me, faithful Sir, in what I ſay, F 
vent before, but to ſhew you the way : 
But if you will not, don't lament your loſs, 
For in your Money J do bear the croſs. 


Grief <will diſtract you, and defiroy your wit ; 
Good Sir, preſerve it, for you've paid for it. 


I rid poft for Holy-head night and day, ſo that I ar- 
rived there in a very ſhort time: going to diſmgunt, I 
tumbled off, neither could I riſe again ; continual and 
unaccuſtomed riding had almoſt diſlocated every bone 

in my body, notwithſtanding it was fwathed for that 
purpoſe. The next day I made a ſhift to walk abroad 
to view the rarities of the Town, but found nothing 
rare but handſome Women, Civility, and good Drink. 
5 two days time we ſet Sail: we had not ran about three 
Leagues before the Sky darkened; the Wind blew hard 
at a South-eaſt, and the Waves roſe mountains high: 
In an hours time we were forced to cut our Maſts by 
the board, and lightening the Ship as much as we could, 
let her drive. Every man fell to his Prayers, expecting 
every moment they ſhould be ſwallowed up by the Sea. 

As for my part, I now thonght divine vengeance had 
overtaken me, and would reckon with me for all my 
rogusries; I looked on myſelf as Jonas, and was much 
troubled that? others ſhould ſuffer for my intquities. 
About three o'clock in the morning we heard a hideous 
noiſe, occakoned by the beating of the fea againſt the 
Rocks, which was echoed by the loud and lamentable 
cries of the ſeamen, who knew there was no hopes for 
us. Now could J pray heartily, that kad never prayed 
in my life before: but my devotion was ſoon ſpoiled, 
for the Ship ſtruck between two Rocks. I looked out, 
and thought the daſhing of the waves looked perfectly 
like flaſhes of Fire. Ierec ſhe ſtuck a little while, which 
gave live of us an opportunity to leap out upon a Rock: 


we were no ſooner there, before a Wave fetched her oft, 
but 
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but brought her on again, and ſplit her all in pieces. 
We ſive in the mean time riding a ſtride on a Rock be- 
hind one another, like ſo many Criminals on a Wooden-. 
horſe. Sometimes a wave would ſtrike clear over us, 
which indangered our waſhing off. Sometimes we 
thought to let go our hold, as looking upon our preſer- 
vation to be impoſlible ; and withal i imagining that the 
| tide was coming in. At laſt the hindmoſt could hold 
out no longer, but crying, Lord have mercy on my Sout, 
committed himſelf to the mercileſs Sea. Immediately 
came a tumbling Sea and wath'd of the next; now did 
i expect that every wave would be my executioner. 
But it was not decreed (I ſuppoſe) that I ſhould be. . 
drown'd. Day broke, ſo that we could diſcern we were 
not a Coits caſt from the ſhore, and that the Sea was 
ebbing. We waited not above an hour before we 
crawled to ſhore, for go we could not, our joints were 
| 1H benumb'd by the cold. We got up the Beach, and 
could diſcern a little way diſtant a ſmall- Cottage; thi- 
ther we repaired with much diflicnlty, and were kind. 
ly entertain'd, pitied, and informed where we were. 
We ſtay' d about a week in this Ile of Man, without 
one farthing expence. For the Inhabitants are generally 
very civil, and courteous, eſpecially to ſtrangers, from 
thence we embarked for Dublin. 
We landed at a place called Ringſend, about a mile 


from Dublin. I was aſked whether I would have a 


Coach. Where are there any, ſaid I? (for I looked a- 
bout me, and could not ſee any thing like a Coach) the 
fellow looked upon me to be a very ighorant perſon, be- 
cauſe I underſtood not what he meant, and angerly 
ſpoke thus: By my Goffips hand, thou canſt not ſee very Tell, 
arre look here is one by thine own "fide. It was 2 great while 
before I could tell what language he ſpoke, he did ſo 
tone his words; neither could I underſtand him, till 
one ſtanding by interpreted tor him. As for his Ring- 
Fans: Coach, as he called it, it was Wheel-barrow fan ; 


M4 only 
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only it had two wheels not much larger than a Cheſhire 
Cheeſe : the horſe that drew this Princely Chariot, I 
at firſt miſtook for an over grown Maſtiff; but viewing 
him narrowly, found him the extract (by his ſhape) of 
a Scoteh- Hobby; well, up I mounted, but could not in- 
vent a name for the manner of my riding, for I was 
neither coached or carted, but I fancied myſelf (and 
very juſtly as I was riding, to be ſome notorious Ma- 
lefactor drawn on a ledge to the place of execution, 
which afterwards experimentally I found Dublin to be: 
many of its Inhabitants call this City Divlin, alias Divel; 
Inn, and very properly it is by them ſo termed; for 
there is hardly a City in the World that entertains ſuch 
variety of Devil's Imps as that doth. If any knavithly 
break, murder, rob, or are deſirous of Polygamy, they 
would repair thither, making that place, or the King- 
dom in general, their Afylum or Sanctuary. 

My firft care was to plant myſelf conveniently ; the 
next day I ſent for a Barber to fhave my hair off, order- 
ing him to bring a periwig of a contrary colour to my 
own hair, to the intent that if I ſhould meet any of my 
acquaintance, they might not know me, whereby J 

ſhould prevent their fending notice to any where I was. 
The truth of it is, in this diſguiſe I hardly knew myſelt. 
The greateſt difficulty I found, was to make myſelf fa- 
miliar with my fictitious name. At firſt when my land- 
lady called me by that name, I either ſtared her in the 
face, or looked behind me, (not anſwering thereunto) 
thinking the had ffoke to ſome man elſe: but had I not 

pretended to be thick of hearing, and fo that way apo- 

logizing for my fence, my defign might have becn 
marr'd. I deily met with ſeveral that | knew, but 
would not take the Icaſt cognizance of them. 

In this manner I ſpent a month, but all this while no 
fidings of my Goods and Money ; that which I had 
brought with me was all confumed. My Landlady (as 
it i guſloigary there, having as little truſt or * as 
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they have Religion) called upon me for what I 3 f 


her. For a little while, I ſtopt her mouth, by telling 


her I had a conſiderable quantity of Goods and Money 


coming, which I expected by every fair wind. A little 


while after, I heard the Ship in which they were was caſt 
away. New did I abſolutely conclude God's juſt judg- 
ment attended my fraud and knavery. My loſs I did 


not in the leaſt diſcover to any, knowing I ſhould reap 4 
at fixſt only ſome pity, and atterwards be under-valued 


and diſreſpected. My Iloſteſs again was very importu- 


nate with me to have her reckoning: I endeavoured to 


put her off, faying I expected daily Bills of Exchange, 
but ſhe would not believe me; for I perceived that ſhe 
had been often cheated with fach deluſions, 


Now did I not know what to do: I thought good to 


try another way; ſhe being a Widow, I fancied could 


work upon her Female trailty : : L uſed all means poſſible 
to get her alone; which I did but ſeldom, and then 
did I make uſe of all my Rhetorick to perſuade her into 
a belief how dearly I loved her: the rephed little, but 
would laugh till ſhe held her ſides again. I verily be- 
lieve ſhe underſtood my drift, w Hick ! might urge from 


ber expreſſions. Sometimes {1c would ſay, Come, come, 


away with theſe love-fooleries, and pay me what you | 
owe. Then would I tell her, all I enjoyed, and mylelf 
too, were properly hers, and that ſhe might take them 
when ſhe pleated into her poſſeſſion. No, no, ſhe would 
ſay, my youthful days are paſt, and it is time for me ta 
look Heavenwards; wheretore let fall your ſuit, he 
Since words would no ways prevail, I reſolved to try 
ſomething elſe, knowing how difficult it is for a Woman 
when in bed to refuſe a * enereal proſſer. To that pur- 
poſe one night I came ſoftly into her chamber, and 


; groaping with my hand for her face, I caught a man by 


the beard, at which he awaked, and this nking the Devil 


was come to trim him, or wb him of his waſh-balls; - } 


would have cried out aloud, but that fear, had ſo lockt 
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up his voice, that his higheſt note was little louder than 
wiſpering ; ; I could but Juſt hear him, ſay, In the name 
of God—what art? Jam, faid I, (and then ſhe wak d 
too) no Ghoſt, but a living witneſs of your leachery ; 
to that intent I come hither, to be fully ſatisfied of what 
have along time ſuſpected: As for you Madam, your 
Faithfull day's are paſt, but your luſt will endure for ever. 
It this be your way to Heaven, why were you ſo un- 

charitable as not to let me go along with you? As for 
your part, Sir, I believe that you are travelling that 
way too; for if I miſtake not, you lately came out of 
Purgatory. * 

Jo be ſhort, they both intreated me to be ſilent, and 
retire to my own lodging, and that in the morning 
they would treat with me to my full ſatisfaction. | 

This was what I aimed at, though brought about 
otherwiſe than intended. Early they both came to me, 
the pious Gentlewoman being very tender of her cre- 
dit, would forgive me her debt, if I would not blemiſh - 
her reputation by my report; her Gallant gave me ten 
pieces to bind the bargain: having gotten a diſcharge 
under her hand, I ſealed our contract with an Oath and 
faithful promiſe not to divulge their ſhame. The Gen- 
tleman (though his eſtate much exceeded hers) out of 
ſpight, I think, or vexation to be ſo caught, incontinent- 
ly married her, though all former ſolicitations (which 1 

underſtood were * proved ineffectual. 
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He is driven ty extreem neceſſity ; he deſcribes what it is to 


be indigent, by w»hat he ſuffered in that condition. He 
falling accidentally into a ſtrange houſe, endeqvours .to 
build a Sconce, but is fruſtrated of his intent. The old 


Hoſteſs pities him at firſt, and relieves him, and continuals * 


ty after feeds him for her own peculiar dyet ; further in- 
ſiting on the miſery he then endured, He makes a ramble 
Into the Country, takes ſome obſervations as he travelleth ; 
and is ſoundly beaten for attempting to beard a ſmall triſh 
Pinnace. | | 


HIS ten pound I received from my old leacherous 
Dotard, made its Exit almoſt as ſoon as its en- 
trance into my pocket: by that ſum I thought to have 
purchaſed Mountains in Ireland (and indeedzthere is too 
great plenty of them there,) by gaming; but experi- 
ence told me afterwards that my deſign was hazardous, 
and fo it proved, for I met with a perſon that bubbted 
me at Hazard, not leaving me a penny, and engaged 
beſides my proportion of the reckoning. My Game- 
ſter dealt too hardly with me; yet it was but juſt, for l 
intended to ſhew him as little favour, if compell'd to 
lie at my mercy, which I verily thought would be, 
having various Utenſils about me to that purpoſe, but 
1 was over-matcht. 


I thought myſelf ſecure, for I could top, 
By which we ford ſome Cits to leave their ap. 
1paln'd, and put the change upon them tc, 

 T only fladv'd how I might wunds. 


Bin 
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But now Pn met with, *tis but fist Tee, 
That he 1 others cheat, Joould cheated be. 


I returned to my lodging, (which was one of the 


beſt) with what -anxiety- and -pertubation of mind, 


{hall give any looſer leave to imagine, whilſt the re- 
membrance thereof enforceth me to ſpeak; and 1 hope 
the Reader will give that liberty, fince the Proverb in- 
taileth on the looſer that priviledge. I acquainted my 
Landlord with my misfortune, who ſeem'd very much 
to condole me for the preſent, but it was afterwards the 
occalion of his not crediting me. From hence, I will 


adviſe all to ſpeak as little as ; they can of ills that betide 


them; but we cannot diſcourſe too much of the good 
that happens to us. Perceiving my Landlord , grew 
cold, my ſpirit was too high to be any longer beholden 
to him but for my lodging; wherefore I ſeldom come 
home till night. Neither. would I tell my condition to 
any that knew me. Sometimes I ſhould meet with ſome 
in the ſtreet, who would aſk me to drink with them; 
I told them, came from it even now, ſaying that ſuch 
a Gentleman, with two or three more beſides myſelf, 
had drank ſo much, and that I admired myſelf for 


being to ſober ; whereas to deal ingeniouſly, I had not 


drank one drop that day. Another ſeeing me, would 
aſk me whether 1 would dine with him at the 
Ordinary? then would I. pretend that my Lord 
Gentleman over perſuaded me to dine with him, and 


that we had ſuch variety, that I doubted my ftomach 


had received ſome detriment thereby; and therefore 
beg d an excuſe; whereas a dry cruſt taken out of my 
Leathern C board was all the varieties the Gentleman 
Uſher of my ſtomach, my throat I mean, had taken 
cognizance of that day. So hard it was too, that I 
would look this way, and that way, not daring to com- 
mit to the engine of my Chops, unleſs there was none 
near me within a furlong; for had there been any near 

me, 


8 
me, they would have ſworn I was eating' walnut ſhells 
and all. Now did J learn to drink water, which neceſ- 
fity made me to commend as the moſt ſoveraign liquor, 
and moſt ſuitable to the body of man, otherwiſe Adam 
in Paradiſe would not have been without a cup of ALE. 

Every morning I offer'd up my Devotions either to 
St. Patrick, or St. James, each of which have two ex- 
cellent Wells dedicated to the honour of their Saint- 
ſhips. Thither did I repair conſtantly twice or thrice a 
day: after I had offered up the fumes of ſmoak (moſt 
commonly of none of the beſt Tobacco) I kneeled, not 
uſing the common way of drinking out of the chained 
Iron diſh, but with greater adoration ſunk it as it came 
through the conveyance. After a walk to Kilmanum 
(about a mile from Dublin) or ſome other place to pre- 
pare my ſtomach, I return'd to Chrift Church, frequent- 
ly dining there with Sir Richard Strangebow. Reflecting 
on his cheer, and the liquor of thoſe two Saints, I can- 
not but tell you my thoygiuts of both. 


Sir Richard Strangebow keeps an houſe 1 wine 
And bread ſome ſup on, but few ſeldom dine, 
Aft yet an hungry Rambler, and hell ſay, 
(Though not one bit came near his mouth that day ) 
He plentifully din'd with him, fo let him ſtill, 
Till he hath, found his empty belly fill. 
Where I ne er could, which made me hate in fine, 


Sir Richard Strangebow's Fea/ts, St. Patrick's Wine. 


1 faſted ſo long, I had now almoſt forgot how to eat : 
for if caſually I came where meat was, I often made an 
offer to convey ſomething to my mouth, but my lips 

underſtood not the meaning ; for having been ſo long 
accuſtomed to their duty, 8 not how to perform 
their gaping office. It was impoſſible at this time for 
the greateſt fright to have made me foul my breeches, 
becauſe I ſeldom uſed any thing that might cauſe ex- 
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crements, and therefore I wondered to hear any en. 
quire for an houſe of Office, ſince I had now left of go- 
ing to ſtool. Once in five days I thought I ſtood in 
need of evacuating, but I was miſtaken, for by dif. 
charging a blaſt of wind (whoſe fury fcattered ſmall 
{tones undernexth me) I found it only a fit of the cho- 
lick. I ſhall deal plainly, ſhould J have found a propen- 
fity, I would have been very unwilling to let any thing 
go out, fince fo little paſt into my belly. Some move- 
ables T had left, which I was forced to difpoſe of, to 
keep the paſſage of my guts open, which I was forced 
to diſpoſe of, to keep the paſlage of my guts open, which 
frequently grumble againſt my ſtomach for detaining 
too long what was received, challenging a propriety 
therein. I thought it good policy not to buy any belly 
im ber of a quick concoction, becauſe it ſhould ſtay the 
longer within me. To this purpoſe I looked on old 
£7cele to be food convenient; knowing that it will 
&:eſt any thing elſe, yet it cannot diſgeſt itſelf ; and 
it cloſeth up the mouth of the ſtomach, ſo by its reſ- 
ective quality, it locks up faſt the Poſtern of the Mi- 
cre-colm. Fleſh again (if J got any) I would ſwallow 
by wholeſale, fearing leaſt by chewing it, my ſtomach 
would too ſuddenly give it a paſſport to my Hipo gaftri- 
um; by which means it would be immedfately ready a- 
gain, nay reſijeis in the craving more. I ſeldom ſlept 
tor the gnawing of my ſtomach, and the anguith of my 
guts, and for want of thoſe fumes which proceeding 
"x9 meat aſcend into the head, and ſo the cauſe of 
fleep. If I chaneed to nod at any time, I dreamed of 
nothing but eating, my fancy feeding that while as vo- 
racicuity as an hunger-ſtarved hound on a ſhoulder. of 
Mutton ; F was driven to that paſs, that I could' not 
juſtly tell whether I was alive or not. Sometimes I was 
of opinion that I died in our Ship-wreck on the e of 

Man, and that I was now a Soul in Purgatory. 
Immediately after my arrival at this place, aa” 
| al - 
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and Bunniah, or Flux, (the two grand Epidemical Diſ- 


tempers of Ireland) gave me their welcome into their 
Country, attended by a great number of ſix-footed Gen- 


tlemen, clad in a grey hvery, with one ſingle lift down 


the back; who all promiſed to ſtick to me and be my 
boſom friends, neither would they forſake me as long 
as life laſted. But they like the reſt of the beſt and 
faireſt promiſing friends left me, when fortune com- 
mitted me priſoner to the mercileſs cruel hands of the 
accurſed Goaler, Poverty, I was grown ſo lean, that 
the mungril Scotch and Iriſh Gentleman the itch, find- 
ing not fleſh enough to feed on, gave me the French 
complement, Adieu pourre Gentilhome. The Flux ſtaid 
with me as long as any thing was left in my belly, but 
finding no ſubſtance from Gutts, took his leave alſo, 
unkindly carrying away all that was within me. Their 
retinue perceiving they were like to feed on hard meat, 


there bein 8 little leſs but bones, whoſe teeth were in- 


capable of faſtning . thereon, reſolv'd to follow after; 
ole making more than ordinary haſte, broke their 
necks off the Cape of my cloak, miſting their footing, 
the threads thereof being ſpun out by time as fine as 


thoſe of Aracknes w orking. 


- To conclude, I was a meer walking Skeleton, my ſkin 
only ſerv'd as a manle for my bones. But for wind, 


my belly would have contradicted an approved Philoſo- 
Phical Axiome, proving a Facum. 


One time paſling by the Caſtle-gate, a Soldier fir'd 
his Muſquet, and I proteſt I thought my belly ſounded 
ike a Drum at the report. Should I relate every par- 
ticular wherein the malevolency of fortune afflicted mea 
I ſhould much tire the Reader, as well as perplex my- 
{ſelf with remembrance ; wherefore I ſhall deſiſt, and 
give you leave to imagine the deplorableneſs of his con- 
dition, who hath neither Money, Friends, nor Credit, 
and in a place where he is neither acquainted with the 
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I was by chis time grown ſo feeble by faſting, or by 
the manner of my feeding, which was either cheeſe or 
hard eggs, (there being great plenty) that I could hard. 
ly go; 3 ſo light I was by continual ſmoaking, that 
I queſiioned often whether I was not a meer fume my- 
ſelf; fearing ſtill when I walked abroad, to be extracted 
by the Sun for an exhalation. Fortune ſo favour'd me 
one day, that I found a Groat, which put me into an 
extacy of joy. I knew not what Magical power there 
was in that alt ſum of four-pence, for in an inſtant, not 
knowing by what means, I found myſelf in a V ictualling- 
houſe, ſo ſpeedy was my conveyance, as if I had been 
riding ſome Demon through the Air. I called for ſome 
meat, but my voice ſounded ſo hollow, as if I had 
ſpoken i in a vault: Some ſaid it was the Eccho of ſome 
perſon ſpeaking in the next houſe; others of the wiſer 
ſort believed me to be ſome Speetruge Apparition, and 
that the Devil had aſſum'd a body ſpeaking in that mar- 
tuum cadaver. The truth of it is, twas ſomething hard 
to determine, whether I ſpake or no, but that they 
might perceive my lips open. There was a Phyſician in 
the houſe at that time, who looking on me very nar- 
rowly, openly proclaimed that I was the workmanſhip 
of ſome Mortal, who having firſt gotten the Skeleton 
or bones of a man, had artificially ſkin'd them over, 
and that German Clockwork caus'd my motion. I 
would have laughed heartily at their ridiculous appre- 
henſions, but that I had forgot how. I had ſome Gall 
left in me ſtill, which made me ftart up in as great a 
Tage as my feeble body was able to declare, intending 
to demonſtrate to them how greatly they were miſta- 
| ken; but perceiving me to approach, they all fled but 

Mr. Doctor, whom ſhame hs <7 otherwiſe by a fit 
of the Ague (which juſt then poſleſt him) "at he 
would willingly have been gone too. Speak (ſaid he 
trembling) what art? I was ſomewhat Shaka at his quſ- 
tion, for 1 knew not well what I was: Tam 2 living 
man, 


CIS) 


man, fald I, Why then thou would/t * Aeſb, 0d he. 
After ſeveral diſcourſes to this purpoſe, I at length made 
him partly believe that I was no ſuch thing he i imagin- 
ed. And yet he would be aſking me ſtill a many im- 
pertinent queſtions, as whether I could ſee; and his 
reaſon was, becauſe he could difcern no eyes, Whe- 
ther I was born without eyes, or loſt them ſince acci- 
dentally, &c. I was forced to tell him at laſt that it 

was the Country diſeaſe that had reduced me to this 
condition. Hearing me ſay fo, he pitied me much, and 
told he would inſtantly fetch ſomething that ſhould 1 
me much good. I thanked him, and away went M rtr. 
Doctor. | 
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The good Woman over-hearing Our dises, drew Mi 
near, then confidently demanded what I would have? ü 


I told her any thing that was eatable, as far as a groat 1 
would go. She brought me ſome hot meat, and ſetting = 
it before me, went for ſome drink, but before ſhe could 9 
return I had ſwallowed it all: ſhe tetch'd me more, 
which went the fame way with as much celerity, but 
like quick-filyer it wrought through me, not ſtaying 2 
quarter of an hour. 

The manner whereof was tun; : Being about to pay : 
my reckoning, my groat got into a piece of paper; 1 
fumbled a great while in my pocket, but found it not, 
which put me even to my wits ends, At laſt drawing 
out ſome papers, and ſhaking them, my Groat dropt; 
perceiving its fall might be dangerous, there being ma- 

ny holes in the Floor, I catched after it; nen 
ing it fell upon the very brink of an hole; what with 

| haſte to recover it, and the fright the danger of it put. 
me into, I diſcharged myſelf of « every bit I had eaten. 

There was no body could ſay I had fouled my Breeches, 
or that I ſtunk; which I made appear to my Landlady, 
by ſhewing her what-I had evacuated, differing but lit- 
tle from what I had eaten a quarter of an hour before. 


| EN | The good old woman ſtrongly perſwaded me 9 eat it 
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again; for, ſaid ſhe, it cannot be much the worſe for 

paſſing through you, and I will fry it if you pleaſe. 
{ thought T ſhould have dyed with laughter at her ſtrange 
propoſition; but the woman itar'd upon me, not know- 
ing whether I grinn'd or laugh'd. Well, well, faid ſhe 
at laft, if you will not eat fuck good victüals, ſome body 
elſe ſhall, I offered her my groat, which ſhe refuſed, 
telling me there was as much more to pay; I told her 
that was all the money I had about me: and that 1 
would pay her the reſt the next day. 


But ſhe for * hart thought it Was 5 
To liſten to the arguments f truſt. 


And therefore told me plainly ſhe would have her 
Reckoning, I bid her ſtay a while : then as ſoon as ſhe 
bad turned her back, I . to march off, but my 
ſtrength failing me, I wanted ſwiftneſs, and ſo was 
brought back. I made her acquainted with my condi- 


| tion, how miſerable it was; I needed not many Argu- 


ments to perſwade any into that belief, for my perſon 
was the true Emblem of milery. She gave a ſerious at- 
tention to what [ expreſt, and at laſt melted into tears, 
commiſerating my misfortunes ; ſhe cauſed inſtantly a 
bed to be warmed, where being laid, ſhe ordered 2 
Cawdle to be made, and in fine ſhew'd a world of kind- 
nels to me, not imagining what ſhe aim'd at. She 
would not Jet me ſtir out of my bed, but while it was 
making, for above a week ; at the concluſion of which 
IT began to recover a little colour in my cheeks, and 
grew indifferent ſtrong ; ſhe gave me money in my 
pocket, and told me I muſt walk into the fields with 
her. I bleſt myſelf, and that Angel that directed my 
feet to the finding the loſt groat which was the occa- 
fion of my reſtitution to a condition of living again. 
By this time I imagined what my old Gentlewoman 


expected: wherefore in the firſt place I acknowledged 
how 


„ 


how much I was obliged to her matchleſs civilities, and 


that it was impoſſible for me to return her anſwerable 
ſatisfaction. Rowling her pretty Pigs-eye too and fro 
her head, I require (ſaid ſhe) nothing but your love. 


We us'd not many ceremonies, but taking the conve- 


nience of a Ditch, under a buffry top'd hedge, we con- 
fered notes. Had any ſeen us in this poſture, they 
would have concluded that old winter was metamo 

ſed into an old woman tying in a Dyke, and that Flora 
was converted into a young man, and both in an un- 
natural Conjunction; or that youthful Phœbus had con- 


tracted his rays to court a lamp of Ice, but with ſlame 


was forced to deſiſt, finding his powerful endeavours 
ineffectual in the production of the thaw. Whenever Þ 
wanted a ſmall ſam; a kiſs or two, or the ſaying I loved 
her, extracted a ſufficiency to ſupply my preſent occa- 


fions; if I wantedꝭ a conſiderable ſum, then a quarter of 


an hour's diſcourſe in private effected my defires. Mott: 
that knew me wondered what politick ſtratagems I us'd 
that ſo ſuddenly wound myſelf out of that Labyrinth of 


all forts of miſeries, and that I appeared both in fea. 
ture and garbe ſo excentrick to my former condition. 
I had as many pretences to blind the world, as there 


were ſuſpitions of ng perſons. In ſhort, I was 
now very well apparelled, well furniſhed with money, 1 
kept my Horſe, and my Whore too; her I made uſe of 
for what ſhe had. 80 ſeemingly happy was the preſent 
ttate of my life, that I deem'd it W unalterable 
by any decree of fate. | 

I now began to be dome what weary of the Ci ity; and 
therefore reſolved to refreſh . with the Country 
Air. I acquainted my Patroneſs therewith, Who with 


much regret condeſcended, conditionally that two days | 


ſhould be the utmoſt time of my abſence. 


The morning I ſet forth, there was fuch folemn low ; 


taken between us, as if my voyage' had been intended 


tor the Indies. Going to mount, the retrieved my in- 
| intentions 
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tentions by claſping me in her arms; I ſhould rather 
have choſen the embraces of a ſhe Bear, as thinking its 
breath far ſweeter ; and truely I have often wondered 
at my recovery in fo impure and unwholeſome an air, 
Being on Horſe-back ſhe ſo baithed her Cheeks with 
tears, (wanting no moiſture, derived from an everlaſt- 
ing ſpring of humours diſtilling from her head) that you 
would have ſworn ſhe was the repreſentation of the Pig- 


woman in Z£cr's Bartholomew fair. Had not her watery 


flood-gates drowned her eyes, I think ſhe would have 
ſtood looking after me the way I rid till my return. 
Well, there is no fool like the old doting fool, and 
were I again to love for intereſt, I would chooſe ſuch 
à perſon. Your young ſKittiſh things that only mind 


their pleaſures, think they have done a man a courteſy 


that. merits reward, if they admit him into their private 


familiarity, becauſe they find fond man ſo paſſionate 


and impatient in the proſecution: of his deſires: and 


then again, having variety of Courtiers, they are ſen- 


ſible, that if one will not meddle with the bait, a ſe- 
cond will nibble at it ſo long till he is caught with the 


hook. Whereas a woman ſtricken in years, and having 
Joſt her beautiful alurements is diſreguarded, and look- 


ed on as no ſit ſubject for love to treat on; not but that 


ſhe may have as youthful deſires as any, and if that way 


inchned, none ſo prone as ſhe. For knowing ſhe hath 
nothing but her wealth to attract withal, the will free- 
ly part with it. for her ſ{cli-{atisfaction,; and that the 
may not looſe her Stalion, conſtantly encourage him, 
even to the exhauſting of what he hath; Moreover, 
finding the man to anſwer her expectations, the ftudies 


all ways immaginable how to pleaſe him in every thing, 
that he may pleaſe her in that one thing. et 


But to my purpoſe : coming to Balle-more Euſtace, a 
little beyond the Town, (which is in the County of 
Ricklow) there is a {mall River, in the Summer time 
mot above knee-dcep ; I perceived a young * a- 

0 | bout 
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bout to croſs it; drawing to the water, ſhe ſtood not 


on the niceties of modeſty, but pulled up her cloaths to 
the waiſte; The ſight hereof ſtoped me, and as near as 
could oppoſite to her. She minded me not, but came 
ſtraight over to me, and at about three yards diſtance 
let down her Coats. I obſerved ſo many excellencies 
that my blood began to boil, and my fleſh was all of a 


flame; for her hair was naturally curled, and was plat- 


ed, was of a bright flaxen, each hair glittered in the 
Sun like a thread of Gold, _ | 


Here take notice by the way, that the Maids for the 


moſt part, Winter and Summer, go without any co- 
vering on their heads, which they waſh all over every 


night; the meaner ſort, as ſoon as married, wear Ker- 


chers. She had an Angelical Countenance, only ſome- 


_ what browniſh by the Suns frequent Ong, of it; 1 
y 


may adjudge that a deformity. The ſkin of her bod 


might vie with ſnow for whiteneſs, &c. I diſmounted - 


and addreſt myſelf to her in Engliſh ; ſhe anſwered me 
in her own language, and underſtood me not : then 
did I make uſe of that little Iriſh I had learned, which 


were ſome fragments of letcherous expreſſions, to which 


ſhe replyed, but I underſtood her not. To be brief, I 
fo far prevailed that I got her into a ſmall wood, in 
which the thick and ſpreading. tops of the trees ſeemed 


to lay their heads together in conſpiracy to keep not 


only the Suns entry, but alfo the curious ſerch of any 
mortal eye. She permitted me to kiſs, dally, lay my 
hands on her thighs, &c. which were the only Prelu- 


diums of what ſhould follow. But herein I miſtook, 


tor their diſpoſitions are much different from the Eng- 


liſh. We uſe to fay, that were we gain over any wo- 


man the liberty to uſe the hand, we cannot fail of do- 
ing what we moſt delire : whereas quite contrary they 
will without the leſt oppoſition permit the firſt, but with 
the greateſt difficulty admit of the laſt. For as ſhe faw 


me ready to engage, ſhe cryed out inceſſantly, Na. 
7 -. 


8. 


„ 

loo; and preſently ] I could hear this ululation 8 L 
| Had juſt recovered my horſe, when two or three fellows 
came running to me, the one with a Flail, they reſt with 
long Poles. The firſt falutation I received was from a 
Flail, which failed but little of doing my buſineſs: the 
next my horſes crupper receiged; the poor beaſt being 
civilly bred, could do no lets than return them a con- 
gee with his leg, which made one of them fall on his 
knees to his maſter, as if he had been monarch of that 
ſoil. Theſe two rogues ſtood ſtifly to me, inſomuch 
that I knew not what courſe to take, The villains were 
ſo nimble, that one of them was continually before me 
- hindering my flight, whilſt the other drub'd me forward. 
J bethoug ght myſelf of a piſtol I had in my pocket, charg- 
ed with a fer” drew it, preſented, and pretended 71 
would fire if they deſiſted not; but theſe ſtupid fellows 
apprehended net the danger; perceiving how ſtupidly 
ſenſeleſs they were, I fired it full in the face of him that 
' fronted me, who verily believ'd he had been ſhot, and 
ſo that of conceit (for they are naturally very timerous) 
fell down as dead; the other ſeeing that, ran away as 
{iwift as lightning, whereby I had leave to ride on, 
which I did with no ordinary ipeed.g Lovers may talk 
of their ſufferings by their Miſtre s frowns, but let 
any one judge of mine by the blows I received; ſigh- 
ing 15 nothing to fighting, and a few tears are not to 
come in competition with dry baſting. Pox on them, 

they made me out of conceit of love for fix weeks after. 
I never thought of enjoying a woman ſince; but the 
remembrance of thoſe three ] Bog-troiters converted the 
hot t of my amorous fever into a cold one. 

A little WAY from Baltinglaſi I took up my quarters 
for that might, The Inn 7 lay in, was one ſtory high, 
- abgut the height of an extraordinary P ig-lty, and there 
was one C himney in it too, more than there is to be 
found in one of an hundred ſuch Hovels. The good 
n an welcomed me after this faſbion, but I think an 
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Authropophagus or Indian Maneater would have done it 
as civilly. I bid him ſet up my horſe by ſigns (for that 
was the language we converſed in) but alas, there was 
no other ſtable but what was at the end of the Kitchen; 
our Dining-room, Bed-chamber, nien Pantry, and 
Buttery, being all one, without diſtinction or Separa- 
tion. Some few Wattles (as they call them) were plac- 
ed above, that was our hay-loft. The only door of 
our Inn, was a large hurdle, much like a ſheep-pen. 
The Bannette or good wife of the houſe could ſpeak a 
little broken Engliſh. I aſked her what I-ſhould have 
for ſupper ? Thou fhalt have a ſupper for St, Patrick agra. 

I ſtaid an half hour expecting ſhe would lay ſome- 
thing to the fire, but inſtead thereof ſhe brings me, in 
a. wooden platter, a great many leeks, at the bottom 
thereof was a good quantity of bay falt, and withall a 
loaf as black as if the meal had been wetted with ink, 
I pretended-to eat, but conveyed it into my boots. Af 
ter fupper I aſked them for a clean pipe; the woman 
brought me one about an inch long, telling me it was 
very clean, for her huſband had not ſmoakedan it above 
ten times. I judged it to be the ruins of the firſt pipe 
that ever was made, which was conveyed from one of 
that family to another, conditionally they ſhould con- 
ſtantly ſmoke in it without burning it, They offered 
me ſome ſnuff too, which is one of the greateſt kindnef- 

{es they can either thow or be ſhown, - I called for ſome 
drink, (to try whether that correſponed with the reit) _ 
and fo it did, for there was no ſwallowing it without 
chewing. Finding but little ſatisfaction, I deſired to 
go to bed; That I ſhould inſtantly, they ſaid, but I 
wondered where they intended to lay me, In a little 
while in came a hiſty wench with a bundle of ruſhes on 
her head, my bed ſzemed to be the ſequel, which ſhe 
ſpreading on the ground, covered them with a Caddow 
or Rugg. Here I muſt lie or no where, patience was 
my only comfort; therefore ſtripping myſelf to my 
. „ „ 2" 
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Prawers and Stockings, I laid myſelf down. About 
two hours after came in two Cows, three or four Pigs, 
ſome ducks and geeſe, (which they brought not in be- 
fore, out of civility to me.) All the family being with- 
in doorꝭ the good man, his wife, and two daughters, 
ſtripin n ſtark naked, lay down together by 
my ſide, which ſeemed ſomewhat ſtrange to me. I 
could hardly forbear the two young ones, but that my 
late misfortune was ſo freſh in my memory. 

I cold not fleep all that night, therefore very early 1 
diſcharged my reckoning, and fo ſet forward for Dub- 
{in, with all the expedition I could, not liking the coun- 
try entertainment, I would not ride the ſame way 

4 back as I came, to avoid my bone-breakers, but it had 

j been as well; for coming to a river I muſt ford, I aſk'd 

à fellow which was the ſafeſt place: he pretended no 
knowledge of what I ſaid, therefore making ſigns to 

Him, he anſwer'd me again with his hand, directing me 

to ſuch a place; at the firſt ſtep my horſe and I plunged 
over head and ears ; and had not my horſe been ſtrong, 
We had both periſhed. With much difficulty we got 
up the bank on the other fide, and looking behind me, 
2 i villain was almoſt out of ſight. Such cauſeleſs re- 
_ venge they frequently exerciſe towards the Engliſh, na- 
turally hating us with a perfect antipathy. I returned 
at length to my old hoſteſs, reſolving when next J un- 
dertook ſuch a journey, I would ſteer by the compals 
of other mens experience. 3 5 
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The manner of his i a Hee FRF of French vine from 
 theC uftom-houſe. | His Landlady died, and fo is left again 
lo live by his wits ; his Comrade is hanged, with ſome Hints 
e bis deſperate, irriligious, and Atheiſtical tenents. He 

paſſeth for 'a Batchelor, courts ſeveral under the pretence 
of marrying them, by which he perſuades ſome out of their 
Matdenheads ; others out of their money: with which he 
goes for England,; at Cheſter he cheats his Landlord, 
where having all things requifite to compleat an Highway- 
man, followeth that trade : he is met with by ſome of that 
Gang wha intending to rob him, he diſcovers his intentions, 
and they admit of him into their Society. Dome inferudti- 
ons given by our grand aer thief. 
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RACING the ftreet, I chanced to caſt my eye on 
a a fellow, the llowneſs of whole pace informed me 
of the idlenefs of his condition. His garb was fo pre- 
poſterouſſy unſuitable, that a man could not poſfibly 
look on him without exceſſive laughter. To the intent 
vou may participate with me in the ſame ſport, I ſhall 
open his wardrobe. In general there was not any thing 
he did wear that had not fome times another property, 
and of which one might derive another pedigree. The hat 
he had on was deveſted of all royal dignity, having loſt 
its crown, and yet his crime would not be allowed of as 
capital; but what it wanted in one place, was ſupplyęd 
in another, the brims whereof being ſo large, they might 
have conveniently have ſerved as a pent-houſe for ano- 
ther beſides himſelf : But this ingenious Squire had po- 
litickly pin'd up one ſide, that he might have ſome light 
to diſcern his way; his hat thus pin'd up on one hde, 


looked much like a ad door pull'd up. His band * 
N 9 * 
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$ tore and dir ty, as if he had juſt come from ſome fray; 
and leſt paſſion ſhould prove obnoxious time had done 
him that courteſy to purge away his choler. In what 
condition his doublet was behind, I could plainly diſco- 
ver through the holes in his cloak, which generally was 
{0 tranſparent, that the rents and patches of ſeveral co- 
lours of his cloaths were as viſible as if you had look'd 
through lawn, The fore part of his doublet and breeches 
I am confident were the oft-ſpring of the furniture of a 
billiard table. His cloak proceeded from a boat tilt, 
whoſe grand- father was an horſe clcath ; and I could not 
look on his breeches, but it put me in mind of the Scotch 
flags that hang up in Heſminſter. His ſkirts were ſo li- 
quor'd and greas d, that in caſe of neceſſity they might 


have ſerv' d for belly- pieces, not uſing any thing but 


their own fatneſs to fry them, By his countenance he 


1 ſeemed like a man of courage and ingenuity, and fo I 
could not chooſe but endeavour his relief: Therefore ! 


accoſted him, pretending I had ſeen him ſomewhere, 
but could not at the preſent call to mind the place. 
His neceſſity made him aflent to whatever I ſaid; and 
deſiring his company to an ale-houfe, he readily granted 
my requeſt. By what unhappy accident he became thus 
miſerable, I know not, but the man was well furniſhed 
both with natural and acquiz'd parts. Having had va- 
rious diſcourſes of ſeveral matters, and that we began 
to be familiarly acquainted, I aſk'd him why he wrapt 
 kimielf up ſo cloſe in his cloak? O Sir, ſaid he, Cio be 
plain) 1 have g maim'd doublet, and ] have heard ſome fay, 
there is nothing more prejudicial to a wound than the intro- 
mien of Air; which that net-work garment of yours 
(aid I) will neyer be able to keep out. He replied, 
Jie true, Sir, Ind it fo, but I wiſh it were a net, for then 
= #4 might employ myſelf by fiſhing. 
I vas ſo well pleaſed in my new dennen that I 
went and procured him all things neceſſary to cover his 
e the laſt ths he put on was his ſhoes, 
finding 


6 


5 finding them to have new ſoals, they a led new lie to 


him. 


not aſhamed to walk with him in the ſtreets; comin 


to the Cuſtom-houſe we ſaw ſeveral Pipes and Hogſheads ; 
of Wine. Viewing all the places belonging thereunto, 
thought it would be no difficult matter to ſteal one of 


theſe Hogſheads, had I but aſſiſtance. You ſhall not 


want mine, Sir, ſaid he, even to the hazard of my lite, 


which J ſhall never look on as a fufficient requital for 
this fingular favour you have now conferred on me. 
Having walked there a while, we went to a place called 


Lazy hill, where I found out two or three pure rogues, - 


one had a boat. I informed them of my deſign; they 
willingly promiſed their helping hand, and the time ap- 


pointed for the effecting our intentions, was that night 
about twelve. Accordingly we all met, and having, 
procured an empty hogſhead, we fill'd it with water, 
and away we went in the boat. The tide ebbing had 
left dry ground underneath the quay, where I planted. 
three of our company, inſtructing them that as ſoon as, 


they found the coaſt clear above, they ſhould with ſlings 


(which they had for that purpoſe) exchange the hog- 
{head of water for one of wine; which done, "they ſhould. 
march off immediately : I and my new comrade march 


ed up to the cuſtom-houſe ſtairs, where we encountered 


with two old watchmen : They aſked us what our bu-. 
lineſs was, we told them we had no other deſign but to 
drink with them, having been a little frolickſome on 


the other ſide the water. The old watchmen were very 


Joyful at the. news, and ſo giving one of them money 
to fetch ſome drink, the other took me to the lodge. 


The drink being come, they minded that ſo much, that 


they had forgot their duty; in the mean time my com- 
rades were gone, pretending our boat was adrift; being 
tive of us concern'd, we ſcorned to ſell our wine, but 


contracted with ſome to find ſugar, with others Weit- 
phalia 


Having thus caſt (Colt like) his ragged Coat, I — 
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phalia hams, or ſuch like reliſhing meats, and with others 
to be at the expence of muſic, but every one to be at 
his own charge for wenches ; we never gave over rant- 
ing and roaring till we had drained the hogſhead dry. 
In the height of our jovialnefs, word was brought me 
that my landlady was dangeroully fick, and that the de- 
fired to ſpeak with me inſtantly ; thinking it was only 
a fit of lecherous and ſalicious itch, I made no great 
hafte, but at length I went : As ſoon as I entered with- 
in. her doors, I received the fad tidings of her death. 
Iran up ſtairs (not believing this report, becauſe I would 
not have it ſo) but found it was too true: viewing her 
as ſhe lay, I perceived her hand faſt clinch'd: I took it 
into mine, and wrenching it open, there drop'd ten pie- 
ces of gold, which I conceive ſhe intended to have be- 
ſtowed on me while living, as her laſt legacy. I con- 
veyed them privately into my pocket, and preſently 
made enquiry how ſhe had difpoſed of her eſtate; but 
received but little or no ſatisfaction herein, only to my 
great vexation, I hear'd ſhe often, to the very laſt, call- 
ed much upon me. SG „ 
I ſtayed not above two or three days in the houſe, 
but I was forced to leave it. I met with my obliging 
friend, to whom I communicated my misfortune, he, 
like an experienced ſtoick, counſelled me to bear my 
loſs patiently, ſince that it is below a man to repine at 
any ſublunary caſualty, much more to ſink under the 
burden of any vexatious croſs, or remedileſs loſs. We 
diſcourſed of what expedient would be beſt to take to 
increaſe our ſmall ſtocks by ſome witty exploit. We 
propounded many things which we approved not of, 
he thought of turning highwayman, but I perſuaded 
him from that, by informing him that money was ſcarce, 
and that men of 500 l. per annum, uſually travelled thir- 
ty or forty miles with a cob, or piece of eight, not ſo 
much for fear of robbing, as for want of coin; and that 
is the reaſon that all ſorts of proviſion are fo very rs 
| be - SE becauſe 


*% 


1 py 
” 
- * 


cw) 


Adecauſe there is ſo great a ſcarcity” of them that Thould. 

_ purchaſe it. Why then faid he, there is money enough 

in the exchequer. But ſaid I, it is ſo difficult to come 
at, that Iwill not hazard my life in the attempt. Hear- 
ing me ſpeak in this manner, he looked upon me in 
derifion, fay ing, That fear was A paſſion unworthy to be 
lodged in the foul of man, and that there is nothing here 
which a man either fhould or need to fear, Scandum Reli- 
gionem Stolci : And that man deſerved not the fruition of 
the leaſt _ pinefs here, that would not, rather than go with- 


out it, venture his neck. 1 2 | Z 
We had fo hot a conteſt about this, that we parted in 


anger, and never ſaw him afterwards till T hear'd of his 
condemnation, "which was occaſioned by the proſecu- 
tion of what he propounded to me. Two or'three more 
beſides himſelf combined to rob the exchequer, but 
were anprehended in the enterpriſe, committed, ar- 
ranged at the bar, convicted and condemned: Hearing 
thereof, I gave him a viſit in priſon, expreſſing much 
ſorrow for what he was to ſuffer, but he only laughed 
at me for my pains. I deſired him to be more ſerious, 
ſince three days would put a period to his life, and then 
he muſt give an account of what he had done on earth; 
and that though we might ſmooth up ourſelves in all \ 
manner of debauchery here, yet without repentance we 
muſt fuffer for it hereafter. * Prethee, fazd he, do not 
trouble thy head with ſuch idle fancies, and ſo broke 
out into atheiſtical mocks and-expoſtulations, not fit to 
be mentione hand would have proceeded, but I de- 
fired him to deſiſt. „ 1 
Now his profane and irregular diſcourſe did fo bore 
my glowing ears, that notwithſtanding the wickedneſs 
of my own nature, I could not endure to hear him blaſ- 
pheme ; wherefore endeavouring to rectify his errone- 
ous judgment, (for to ſpeak the truth, my Enowledge 
was but flender in the doctrine of Chriſtianity). I durit 
not diſcourſe any longer with him, but left him to his 
\ 7 Aa © " _... "> "_ 
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own conſcience for conviction, which I jug'd-would be 
powerful with him at the place of execution, 


Ihe day being come, I reſolved to ſee the final end of 
my friend; and there did I enjoy the fruits of my ho 


and wiſhes; for as ſoon as. the halter was about TH 
neck, he roared ſo loud witlf his voice, that it could 
not but awake the moſt lethargic conſcience that ever 
the Devil lulled to ſleep. There I might ſee and know 


by the urinal of his eyes, and the water ſtanding there. 


in, what convullion fits his ſoul ſuffer'd, his own mouth 
confeſſing how grievouſly his diſeaſed foul was ſtretch- 
ed upon the rack of deſpair : Then it was that the vo- 


luminous regiſters of his conſcience, which did former- 
ty lie claſped in ſome unſearehed corner of his memory, 


were laid open before him ; and the devil, who hither- 


to gave him the leſſening end of the proſpect to ſurvey 
his licentious courſes and damned opinion, now turn- 
ed the magnifying end to his eye, which made him cry 
out at laſt for mercy, and ſo was turned off. 


Bieng left now to fhift For myſelf, having loſt the 
main prop that ſuſtained me in all conditions, huſband- 


Ing well the advantage of this contrary wind, I preſent- 
ly ſet the engine of my brain to work, and thus it was; 
1 addreſt myſelf to Courtſhip. Beauty was not the 
mark I aimed at, the cies 


e thersof producing little 
profit, ſince itſelf is moſt commonly the ſole reward; 


neither can a man attain to it but by great expence, en- 
Vying all therein, leaſt any interpoſe. Either wealthy 


and aged widows, or thrifty maids, who had laid vp 


what they had gotten in ſervice as a bait to procure an 


Hutband, ſuch did I daily hunt out and viſit them by 
turns. Rn 5 3 25 2 
I was not ſparing of amorous expreſſions, ſhewing 


1 O : . . 
leveral. Some I was forced to give earneſt to for 


| 1 the height of zeal, by which means I deluded 
their goods, before they would truſt me with what they 


That 


# 


= i 
This courfe I followed till I was generally taken no- 
tice of for a deceiver. Having now got a round fum of 
money by me, borrowed where ever I could; ſo crof⸗: . 

ting St. George's channel, in twenty-four hours I landed 
at Cheſter. I took up my quarters in a very gracetul 
inn, and gave out immediately that I had an hundred 
head of cattle coming. The maſter of the houſe taking 
notice of me extraordinary garb, and believing the re- 
port which I had cauſed to be ſpread abroad, lodg'd 
me with much reſpect in one of the beſt chambers in 
The wind favoured my deſign as much as I could de- 
fire, for it blew eaſt north-eaſt, by which no ſhiping 
could come out of Ireland. One day I came to my 
landlord, and telling him that by reaſon of the non-ar- 
rival of my cattle; I was diſappointed of money, and 
therefore I deſired him to lend me ten pounds, and he 
ſhould fatisfy himſelf in the firſt choice of the beſt of my 
beaſts when they came, and ſwore I would perform my 


promiſe to him upon the word of a gentleman. So that 
without any ſcruple he lent me the money. Being mar-: ü 


ket day, I bought an excellent gelding with furniture 
thereunto belonging, with ſword and piſtals, and in 
this equipage mounted, I taking leave e credulous 


landlord, without ſpeaking a word to him ; I had not 
rid far, before three men well mounted rid by me, (I 


* 
> 


found them afterwards to be the van- guard) having as 
many more in the rear. At the bottom of an hill they 
before faced abput, and bid me ſtand, thoſe in the rear 

reinforced the van. One of them claping a piſto- 
to my breaſt, commanded me forthwith tq! deliver, 
wearing three or four full mouthed oaths. ' I faw it 
was now to little purpoſe to reſiſt, although I was ſa 


well armed, and therefore endeavoured a conqueſt fome MK 


other way, viz. by ſmooth expreſſions. Gentlemen, 
ſaid I, you are all miſtaken, neither do T wonder there; 
at,-fince I verily believe you arc freſh men, men of 4 
Wi | ; : Ms as 75 52-5; 


e together with thoſe other diſguiſes, that 
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days ſtanding i in the ſtudy of this noble ** 1 . 


wile. u might have diſlinguiſhed-,me. irom an; honeſt 
3 for 1 hin in this —.9 and poſture, I lock as ſuſ- 


pitigus as any of, vou, only I think I take a better 


courſe-than.ye to ayoid Prehen ding: and to reap to 


myſelf greater ſatisfaction; fox ye cobũn companies, and 


if any one be taken, his. fears frequently betray. himſelf, 
gl oftner the reſt, to W pes whereas I robing 
Y. rob ſcaurely, Now SITS. freely examine my 

— where finding ſtore of coin, they demanded 
pee I came by It ? I invented a lie to their general ſutis-· | 
faction; — 95 was, I had met with a booty a-littleibe- 
fore I met with them, which was; the occaſion of my 
being ſa well furniſhed; but that which confirmed h 


moſt, was my being. ſo. well provided with, piſtols; 1 in my 


holfters, pockets, aud boots., . Inftead;;of doing what 
intended, they wene then of another opinion, and 
them. careſt me in a very high manner; reſpluing 


_ ot 
2 een en | 


ther, er 2302095 10 fro # 21134; TT þ 4 Pain 
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hefore, Whilſt I. ſtayedl 1 ometime after fon the benefit. of 


ing nature; coming in among them I chought my- 
miſtaken in my company, and. made 2 proſſen to go 


ſelf 


Out again; but they laughing heartily called ma back. 


Fknew not one perſon, for they had pulled off their 
falſe Beards, Vizards, Hoods, Patches, —_ Mufflers 


d the A proportion of their faces, ſo that 
ed as other men. Come, faid the chief eas 


ö gueſt him to be by the * he hore oyer the zeſtq you 


are a ſreſh man, and therefore Want ſome of Our in- 
ns, Which in due. time you ſhall receive from us. 


lah the firſt place, it is fit, you take an oath, which, every 
g thief muſt obſerve that j is admitted into the 
. or at his inveſtion j wy the honour of one 
e Road, which was to this _ 
Firſt ty 
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Firſt, they read a charge of ſecreſy, that” W EY 2 


fortune happened to cloud their freedom, by rendering 


them as an object to juſtice and the law, they ſhould 


conceal their accomplices until death, or againſt any 
other jeopardy whatſoever, burying in oblivion not on- 
N his confederates, 0 BOW his manner of entrance into 
this way. 

And farther, thoy-proc acodeedita r me, that Abbe 
judges, ſhould preſs me — a diſcovery of particulars, that 


then I muſt cunningly create ſome men in my fancy, 


deviſing mot only names, but to give each man a par- 


ticular feature, deſcribing their ſtature, complemon; 


. and age, as alſo their dwelling- place, provided that the 
place of their abode be far enough off: and then baſove 


enquir be made, the danger of trial may be oven ο 


paſt ; and then again this pretended. een m Pur? 
chaſe favour from the bench. 
Hhurther, if I ſhould be WN iy, and ner 1 


ell intortbeße courſes, I muſt then tell them that I wan 
born a gentleman, and. well educated; but being a % 


younger:: brother, I had not wherewitha}: allowed me 


tor a fubſiſtance, and rather than I would live beneath 
my birth, or deſparage the ſtock from whence, I came 


(here fetching, a deep ligh, and looking very ſadly) ne- 


ceflity conſtrained me to ſupply my wants, J fell into 


theſe wicked courſes ; which will ous them think you 
are ſome mifled young man whom temptations had 
drawn aſide, and ſo cauſe them to take pity on your con- 


dition  and-if their mercy extend to Tie -cmilſicin off E 
your: guilt, it ſhall not only reſt you from the punifhe 


me the hu, 1 om che e N of e 
EN, Nies! 

By this means ub nay have kharty: to fall to our. old 
couries3nop muſt confcience trouble us, but diſpence 
with every impiety, and glory in the greateſt iniquities, 
counting him moſt honourable who 1 5 grovn the oldeſt 
* moth . experienced — of all man. 
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ner of vice. Much more was committed to my me- 
mory for future obſervation, which for brevity ſake 1 
, Bt 
After I was ſworn, and full bowls of Sack had gone 
round, our grand Maſter-thief, compoſing his counte- 
kance, and looking very grayely, come my new and 
young Knight of the Road, be ruled by me, whoſe long 
experience makes me able to command, and my love to 
| you willing to inſtruct you. Ever lurk or lie in ſome 
= | by-place moſt advantageous and leaſt ſuſpicious which 
= jelds the eye proſpect af the Road: ſo ſtrictly view the 
ties, that other men's misfortunes may enrich your 
condition, and the honeſt man's loſs be your gain and 
de ſure you draw every advantage that may promote 
. your cauſe to the longeſt extent. For your Maſks and 
Chin, cloth, thus muſt you place them and fit them as a 
monument to diſguiſe your face, thereby to blind the 
intellects of ſuch as by conſtraint pay tribute to your 
wants; who then can know and with conſiderate heed 
directly ſwear you are the man, when theſe artificial vi- 
1 zards are withdrawn, and ſo the viſible tokens vaniſh 
4 that might inform men's knowledge what you are? and 
1 that your words may have a different ſound, alter your 
Voice, that ſo as your habit, face and hair, qbſcure your 
gdiſcovery, your ipecch will add to your concealment 
. OT TION Loa 
J Be fure you ingeniouſly contrive a 'Watch,word to 
1 ourfelves that may occaſion no ſuſpicion ; as, we are 
ike to have a fair day or a foul one, according as the 
weather is like to prove; which being named, let every 
man fall to his work ; thoſe that are ſtrongeſt at the 
„and have hearts accordingly, let them ſeize firſt, 
always duly obſerving this, to catch the bridle by the 
left hand, and with your right draw your ſword. If 
he or they reſiſt, the one prevents his flight, the other 
cuts, and fo cools his courage. The weaker ſorts charge 
is to bid ſtand, and confronting the horſe's head, — 
F 4 E 5 n ſent 
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ſent 2-piſtol ready to diſcharge. If they deny deliver- 
ing patiently what they have, but contend, you muſt 
wave all niceties, but cut them ſoundly; if that will not 
qualify their fooliſh preſumption, be ſure you fire not 
without execution, and then with all ſpeed fly, after 
you have, with expedition, taken the pillage of the 
field. 1 
ff you are purſued by an hue and cry, obſcure your- 
ſelf in ſome place or other, and let it paſs by you, and 
then to be ſure it will never overtake you. If a prize 
comes by, or in your fight, if up the hill, meet him; 
if down follow cloſe a the heels, and having more in 
company than yourſelf, let each man ſingle out his 
choice which he likes to deal with : the coalt being clear, 
fall up all to your cloſe order and fide, be ſure you joint- 
ly ſeize your prize. But here obſerve, . let not any 
baſeneſs of ſpirit unman you. For ( ſpeaking to me) 
nature hath beſtowed on you the full proportion of 
limbs, and thou ſeemeſt a man of courage, ſuitable to 
the largeneſs of thy manly ſize, but be not ſurpriſed 
with fear or cowardiſe if the aſſailed boldly afſaults thee. 
Full fraught with the documents which I received 
from my old experienced Maſter, I reſolved upon ſome 
atchievement, between two and three in the afternoon, 
I myſelf with four more ſet out, we planted ourſelves 
in a convenient place, only I was ſent out for a diſco- 
verer : not rightly underſtanding my trade, I wandered 
too far, but in my digreſſion I met with a ſingle perſon 
whom I bid ſtand, which he would have done, and as 
willingly have ſurrendered his purſe, but that he was | 
mounted on a ſtone-horſe, I on a mare. As ſoon as I 
had given the word, his horſe wheel'd off and came in 
the rear of me: I thinking he intended to crupper me, 
endeavoured always imaginable to prevent him, for 
there was ſomething it ſeems under my mares tail more 
powerful, which at that time I dreamt not of. I led him 
round ſeveral times circularly, the poor harmleſs Gen-. 
deny oe. +. tleman | 
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tleman fearing he ſhould provoke me too mtl by de- 
Hys, theufiruline of his horfe hindered my felzing | 
the booty, cried out, worthy Sir, take what T, have and 


Hare thy life: at that, very inſtant his horſe Teared his 


lere feet upon me and my mare, inſomuch that I thought 
ke aid; PI take both life and money too preſentiy; 
fear had then rendered me incapable of performing the 
office of x thief. With that I put ſpurs ta my mare, and 


few through the air for the'preſervation of my ſafety. 


Notwithftanding I made all the ſpeed I could, the other 
Was dofe at my heels: ſtriving and Kicking" With both 
my legs, one of my piſtols went off in my pocket: the 
apprehenſion of the preſent danger had bereft me of the 
true uſe, of my ſenſes, for I imagined that my back- 
Friends had diſcharged at me, which made me roar out 
for quarter. He, on the contrary, concluded I fought 
" Tartar Hke, flying, and that I had fired at him, which 
made him with much eagerneſs echo out, with repeti- 
tions, this expreſſion. As you are a man, ſhew yourſelf 
meregful. Sometimes he would. fay, for eavens fake 
hold, good Sir ſtop; which made me ride more furt- 


* .oully, thinking he called to the country, hold him, ſtop 


him; at laſt, do what I could, his flone-horſe eped 


=" upon us, at that inſtant (by what means I know not) 


we all came headlong to the ground. I expected now 
that my imaginary adverſary Would be upon me, and 
cut my throat before I could recover my legs, where 
fore I ſtarted up, and found my mortal foe up before 
me, and upon the run. I could have hang'd myſelf to 
think I ſhould be reckoned among the number of men, 


4 and yet want that ſpirit and courage which compleats a 


man: but lofing no time, I purſu'd him, and eafily made 
= "myſelf poſſeſſor of what he had; Sarrah, ſaid I, if e'er 


I mect thee again, and find thes ſo obſtinate, or durſt 
reſiſt, 2s now thou haſt done, I will tie thee to a tree 
in ſome obſcure place, -where none can hear thy doleful 


2 Fries, and there for fix days thou ſhalt have no other 


food 


( 19 ) | 


food but what I ſhall bring thee. Once a day during 
that term I will viſit thee, and each day's meat ſhall 
be either a piece of thy own ſword broken into ſmall 
bits, or thoſe bullets (which thou intendeſt for the de- 
ſtruction of honeſt men) diſſolved, and mingled with 
gun- powder, which ſhall be convey'd to thy mouth 
through the muzzle of thine own piſtol. It pleaſed me 
exceedingly to ſee how pityful and ſubmiſſive he looked, 
for verily I durſt not have uttered half ſo much if he had 1 
ſhown an auſtere countenance. X 
As I was framing a lie to delude my Comrades ( what | 
I ſhould meet them) into a belief how valiant I was, 


and dexterous in the proſecution of that deſign I had 


newly undertaken, I looked about me and ſaw them 
all at my elbow. I now believed (which J eaſily per- 
ceived by their flearing looks) that they were all eye- 
_ witneſſes of my dangerous encounter. Oh brother, ſaid 
one, how is it? are you well? I aſked him the reaſon 
of this impertinent queſtion ? Becauſe, ſaid he, we took 
notice of the 81 danger you were in, narrowly eſ- 
caping being ſhot by a pocket inkhorn. Without 
doubt, brother, you are very hard hearted to fly (ri- 
ding full ſpeed) at the very naming of good Sir be mer- 
ciful, the poor harmleſs ſoul making frequent repetition 
thereof, but you ſtoping your cars from all intreaties, 
his Stone- horte ſeem'd to be his advocate, and to that 


intent ran after your Mare, endeavouring to court her 75 


into an interceſſion for his Maſter. 

I ſhould never have ſtoped their months had I not 
ſhewed them what I had gotten, which was not incon- 
ſiderable. 

In the twy-light we met with another Prize, which 5 
was of a different temper from the former. For though 
he and his Fellow-traveller were (comparatively to any 
of us) but Pigmies, yet of ſo undaunted reſolution and 
unreſiſtable courage, that neither threats of death, or 
torture (Jam confident) could dull the edges of their 

9. „ courageous 
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courageous ſpirits, which might be f in part underſtood 
by their deportment to us: for had we not ſlaſhed, car- 
bonaded, and forcibly bound them, rather than they 
would have yielded willingly, they would have ſtooped 
to death. Our power having fubdued them, we with- 
drew them into a ſecret place, leaving them not any 
thing valuable. Then did I learn to ſearch with ſo ſtrict 
care, that ſooner might the grand Turk turn Roman Ca- 
thalic then conceal one penny from me, here was [ 
taught to be deaf when the poor traveller cries he is un- 
done; and to be more flinty than Adamant, not to be 
mov'd with ſighs or tears. Having ingaged them by 
oath not to follow us by Hue and Cry, or by the means 
of a general riſing of the Towns adjacent; theſe two 
fellows being robbed, rifled, and amazed, we left wrap'd 
up in woes, and haſted away to ſecure ourſelves. 

J ihall conclude this Chapter with a relation how I 
was quit with my Comrades upon the account of fear or 
timorouſneſs. Neither could they juſtly tax me with it, 
ſince they arc things entail'd upon the profeſſion. For 
every Crow that flies extracts a fear, and every thing 
that doth but ſtir, or make the buſhes ruſtle, ſeemed to 

our fearful fancy a Conſtable to apprehend us for our 
theft. I cannot forget how ſtrong a confuſion aroſe a- 
mags us by a trifle ; the means were ſo ſmall, and the 
_ occaſion ſo rediculous, that when after 1 thought there- 
on (though by myſelf) I could not forbear laughing ex- 
ceilively, and condemn the temerity of ſuch minds 10 
meanly ſpirited. *TI'was thus in fort: An Owl who to 
in ſhelter from the troubles of a Sun-ſhine day, when 
all the airy tribe (wandering) flock to him, ſcreen'd 
himſelf in the obſcure retir'd reſidence of an hollow tree; 
no ſooner had he cloyſter'd up himſelf, but between 
diſcontent and ſomething of a pleaſing ſatisfaction he 
firſt uttered his amazing *{creeks, being ii a ſlumber, 
and dreaming of the ailaults made 2 by his fea- 


thered enemies of all ſorts; and then awaking, whoop'd 
tor 
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for joy that he was delivered from them; thus did he 
whoop and hallow inceſſantly, which infuſed ſuch a ter- 
ror into our diſtruſtful minds, that Whips, Switches, 
and Spurs, were all too few to expedite our haſt. 

For we abſolutely thought thoſe holloos were the out- 
cries of the Country following us for what we had com- 
mitted. We at length took ſanctuary in an inn, where 


we had ſome intereſt and confidence in our ſecurity. 
Underſtanding that our days work had been proſper- 


ous, our Hoſt calls luſtily for Sack, which the Drawer 


doubles in the Bar; the Oſtler muſt be one of the com- 
pany too, and hail fellow with us, who knowing what 
courſes we take, preſume we dare not cavil, leſt they 
betray our practices. Sic nos non nobis. Se we rob for 
them, and not for ourſelves, for by that time we have 
profuſely frolick d (a bill whereof will be brought in of 
twice as much as we called for) and have beſtowed our 
largeſſes to the Servants, and offered up our (expected) 
ſacraſices to our Landlady, or her Daughter, for ſome 
private favour received, we find ourſelves to have the 
- leaſt ſhare, and ſo betake ourſelves to our trade till ap- 
prehenſion take from us that liberty, and the Law ſen- 
tenceth us to pay our Lives as a juſt Debt we owe to 
Juſtice. | 
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Scquring the Road he lights on a Farmer”s houſe which be i in. 
tended to rob, but 40% i/ts from that reſolution, falling in 
Love with his Daughter, wha was exceeding beautiful, 
gets her with Child, under the pretence of Marriage, but 
afterwards refuſing it, ſhe and her Parents tax him with 
#be undoing of the young Woman ; whereupon he leaveth 
them, giving them no other ſatisfaction then what they 
could gather out of a Copy of Verſes he ſent them. From 
this Farmer's Houſe he rides he cares not whither ; on the 
| Road he is ſtrangely ſurprized by a Moman robber, in Man's 
apparel ; be diſcovers it by unbuttoning her Breeches 10 
ſearch for private pockets within. They two conclude a 
perpetual Friendſhip. After Supper they enter into diſ- 
courſe, wherein ſhe giveth him a ſhort accaunt of her Life, 
and the cauſe of her undertaking ſuch an extravagant and 
dangerous courſe ; relating how notably ſhe revenged her- 
felf on her Huſband for his unworthy and baſe carriage to- 
8 her. 
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Re fon the road, I met with a young girl, 
with a milk pail on her head, but I was amazed to 
ſee ſuch perfection in one mortal face. I rode up to her 
very near, purpoſely to enter into ſome diſcourſe with 
her, introductory to a future acquaintance; conſidering 
the ground, you may imagine the queſtions [ propound. 
ed to this pretty Rural Innocent were frivelous enough; 
as, with much reſpect and modeſt confidence ſhe re- 
ſolved. She opening a gate to milk her Cows, I follow- 
ed her, and tying my Horſe to an hedge, I beg'd her 
an excuſe for being ſo rude, and beſeeched her charita- 
ble opinion of my preſent actions, aſſuring her-I would | 

| not 
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not offer the leaſt injury nor prejudice to her Chaſtity, 
Being over-perfuaded with my proteſtations and vows 
to that purpoſe, ſhe admitted me to ſit down and diſ- 
courſe with her, while ſhe performed the office of a Milk- 
maid; I could hardly contain myſelf within bounds, 
when 1 viewed her pretty little hand /troking the Duggs, 
which indeed had ſo heightned my amorous paſſion, that 
I ſoon forgot my Oaths and Promiſes, but after ſome 
dalliance, what by intreaties and love perſuations, and 
what by corporal Strength, I obtained my deſires. We 
then grew ſomewhat more familiar, but the burden of 
the Song was, I had undone her ; let him that reads judge 
the truth thereof. We. concluded at length that he 
' ſhould go home to her Father's houſe, and that near 

night J would come thither likewiſe, according to the 
time appointed, as if I had never ſeen her before; and 
that I caſually rid that way for information in the ſteer- 
ing of my courſe regularly and in the Protecuting of 
my journey. | 

She ſubtilly goes in, and mequaints her Father and 

Mother that there was a Gentleman (without) whom by 
| his countenance, garbe, and geſture, ſhewed himſelf no 
leſs; that fearing to travel farther, being night, and 
knowing not the road, deſired to reſt himſelf there till 
morning. With much reſpects from her Parents, and 
to her own great ſatisfaction, (which I diſcerned in her 
eyes) I was kindly entertained, and nobly treated. That 


night we intended to be better acquainted by the reno- 


vation of our late enjoyments ; but our unlucky Stars 
were impropitious to our amorous deſigns. | 
Next morning I ſeemed to be very ill, that I might 
have ſome pretence for my ſtaying, which I acquainted 
the daughter withal, the old people were very loving 
and courteous, ſo that as ſoon as they heard thereof, 
with much pity they viſited me, and with care. they 
provided what was neceflary for me. I offered them 
money, OY good ſtore of Gold, that they _ 
have 
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kave the better opinion of me. Thus I lay, at ſeaſt 2 
fortnight ; : ſeveral Doctors had been with me, but none 
knew my diſtemper. All this while I nightly had the 
fociety of my freſh Country Miſtreſs, who deviated 
from the common cyſtoms of her Sex, did not coyiſh- 
Iy refuſe that which was the center of her hopes, wiſhes, 
and deſires. Fearing leaſt I might be ſuſpected, I left 
off counterfeating, and ſhewed them ſome recovery of 


my ſtrength. When at any time the good old people 


would come into my Chamber to ſit with me, the main 


diſcourſe would be the reſentment of their favours, and 


that if I lived I would gratefully repay them. Being 
reſtored to my former healthful condition, I one. day 
told them I could never recompence their love and care 
of me, but by marrying their Daughter, whom I told 
them ] loved moſt affectionately. Her Parents made 


: - many excuſes; as that ſhe was but a POOT Country Girl, 
and the like, but glad I perceived to hear of fuch an 


over. prized motion. I made enquiries in a Neighbour- 
ing Town what this Farmer was, whom I underſtood by 
all to be very wealthy, and that Time was not more 
careful to furniſh him with Silver Hairs, then he induſ- 
trious to maintain them by the procuration of a plenti- 
ful Eſtate: My wanton was his only Darling, for whom 
he forrowed the ſurface of the Earth, and for whom he 
choſe rather to ſell than to eat his better ſort of provi- 


ſions, that he might add to her portion. It was now 


he thought he had well beſtowed his labour, ſince he 
had met with ſuch a bleſſed opportunity wherein he 


| FF Hthould add gentility to his daughters riches. O the 


{laughter of Pigs, Geeſe, Capons, which as to ſome 
Idol were Sacritices diurnally offered to procure my fa- 
vour ! As he was liberal with his Food, ſo was I not 


. paring in the ſending for Wine, fix dozen of Bottles 


at a time: So that the old Man was brought to this 
paſs, that he cared not whether he ſpent his Eſtate on 


me, or gave it; and the Young girl \ was ſo well Pech 
wi 
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with her imaginary Paradiſe here, that I am confident 
ſhe would never have been induced to have exchanged. 
this for any other on equal terms. Inexpreflible was our 
ſatisfaction on all hands, but nothing gave them greater 
content than to ſee us together, by which we had as 
many opportunities as we pleaſed. . My main aim was 
{ill to know of my young Miſtreſs what ſtore of coin her 
Father had, and where it lay, but to my great grief 
and vexation ſhe told me he had not five pounds with- 
in doors, having lately bought a purchaſe. I now 
thought it was to little purpoſe to ſtay any longer; and 
fo refolved to be going, but not without taking one 
night's ſolemn leave of her. The night being come, 
ſhe purpoſely ſtayed up till all the reſt were gone to bed, 
but we being too imprudently haſty in the Kitchen, 
ſtumbled againſt two Barrels piled one on the other, 
and fell; and we were ſo entangled, that we could nor 
diſcngage ourſelves fo ſoon, but that her Father came 
out crying, In the name of goodneſs what is the matter? and 
groaping about caught me by the naked breech. See- 
ing there was no remedy, I deſired him to be ſilent, 
and not ſpread his Daughter's diſgrace ; if fo, I would 
ſhortly make her recompence. The old man was very 
much perplexed, and could not forbear telling his Wife 
of what had paſſed. They both cried out that their 
Daughter was undone : the Daughter was in the ſame 
tone, unleſs I would ſpeedily marry her. 

[ ſtayed afterwards about three days to colour the 
matter, and then marched off incognito, ſending her 
twenty pieces of gold, and a copy of verſes, which, was 
too plain and pertinent to the ſweet treatment that pas | 
led hetween us, I ſhall at preſent here omit. 

Abruptly taking leave of the Farmer, and his loving 
b. aughter, I rid a long time, but met with none worthy 
of taking Cognizance of : being weary 1 ſtoped at an 
inn, and by the time I had refreſhed myſelf, the even- 
ing began to appro: ach, whereupon I mounted, and ſo 
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puſh'd on: Paſſing bs 2 ſmall Copice i in 4 bort6in be. 
tween two Hills, a Gentleman (as I then fuppoſed) well 
armed, and handſomely accoutred, ſtarted out upon 


me, and bid me deliver inſtantly. Hearing him ſay fo, 


I told him if he would but have the patience I would ; 
and with that drew out a Pocket Piſtol and fired it at 
him, without doing any execution. If you are for a 


Hittle ſport (faid the Gentleman) I ſhall ſhew you ſome 


inſtantly ; whereupon drawing a Piſtol, he ſhot me into 
the Leg: having ſo done, with his Sword (which hung 
ready at his wrift) nearly at one blow, cut the reins of 
my Bridle, fo that I was not able to guide my Horſe, 


but he being good to command, and uſed to the charge, 


with the winding of my body 7 gave him to underſtand 


What he was to da; come Sir, ſaid my adverſary, have 
you enough yet? 36 faith Sir, faid I, PH exchange but 


one Piſtol more, and if that prove unſucceſsful I ſhall 
ſubmit to your mercy. Whereupon I ſhot, hut miſled 
my mark, however I killed his horſe, which inſtantly 


fell: my gentleman was ſo nimble, that before I could 
think what to do, he had fheathed his ſword in my 
Horſe's belly, which made me come tumbling down too 
with. Horfe-pox. Once more, ſaid my antagoniſt, we | 


are upon equal terms, and fince the obſcurity of the 
place gives us freedom, let us try our coprage, one mult 


fall. And thereupon with his ſword, (which was for 


cut and thruſt) he made a full paſs at my body ; but 
putting it by, I cloſed in with him, and, upon the hug, 
threw him with much facility ; I wondered much at it, 
Which I need nat have done, ſince his nature (as after- 
wards I underſtood) was ſo prone to it. Having him 


down, now, Sir, {aid I, I ſhall teach you to be careful 


whom you beſet : you have as imprudently undertaken 


this enterprize, as a Picaroon did once, wha ſeeing a man 


of war high built, and but few aboard her diſcoverable, 


her ports being likewiſe faſt, clayt her aboard immedi- 
ately, thinking ſhe had been 1 mer chant- man ; but they 


found 
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found the contrary, the deck being inſtantly filled with 
men that were below, and running out her Guns there 
could be no wiſdom in reſiſtance. Therefore now Sir 
yield, or I ſhall compel you; with much reluctance he 
did ; with cords, which I had for that 'purpoſe, I tied 
both his hands and feet, and ſo fell to rifling him. Un- 


buttoning his doublet to find whether there was any 


gold quilted therein, I wondered to ſee a pair of breaſts 
ſo unexpectedly, greater and whiter than any man's; 
but being intent about my buſineſs, that amazement 
vaniſh'd from my thoughts. Then did I come . to his 
breeches, (which J laid open) my curious ſearch omit- 
ted not any place wherein I might ſuſpe&t the conceal- 
ment of monies ; at laſt proffering to remove his ſhirt 


from between his legs, he ſuddenly cried out (and ſtrove 


to lay his hand there, but could not) I beſeech you Sir 


be civil, ſaid he: I imagining that ſome natable Trea- I j 
ſure lay there obſcured, I pulled up his ſhirt (alias ſmock) 


and found myſelf not much miſtaken. 
The fight ſo ſurprized me, as if I had been converted 


into a ſtatue, by the head of a Gorgen; but after a little 


pauſe, I haſtily unbound her, and taking her in my. 
arms, pardon me moſt courageous Amazon, (ſaid I) for 
thus rudely dealing with you, it was nothing but igno- 
rance that cauſed this error, for could my dim-iighted 
ſoul have diſtinguiſhed what you were, the greatneſs of 

love and reſpect I bear your ſex, would have deterred 
me from contending with you. But I eſteem this my 


ignorance, my greateſt happineſs, ſince knowledge in 


this caſe would have deprived me of the benefit of Know- 
ing there could be fo much poweſs in a woman. For 
your ſake I ſhall ever retain a very good eſteem for the 
worſt of Females. She beged me not to be too tedious 
in my expreſſions, nor pump for eloquence phraſes, al- 


ledging that this was no proper place to make erations 


in. But if you will enlarge yourſelf, let us go to a place 
not far diſtant from this, little known but to few be- 
5 Cc lies 
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ſides myſelf. I liked her advice very well, and return. 


ed what I had taken from her, I followed it, by fol- 


lowing her through divers obſcure paſlages, till we came 
to a wood, where, in a place the Sun had not ſeen ſince 
the deluge, ſtood a houſe. At our firſt approach the 
ſervants were all in a hurry who ſhould firſt obey Mrs. 
Virags's commands, for they all knew her, being no way 
eſtranged to her diſguiſe, but wondered to ſee St. George 
and his truſty Eſquire on foot, neither durſt they ſhow 
themſelves inquiſitive : With much reſpect we were con- 
ducted into a very ſtately room; where embracing each 
other, we knit an indiſſolvable tie of friendſhip. 
Having retreſh'd ourſelves with what the houſe af- 
forded, and bottles and pipes had ſupplied the place of 
diſhes, we dialogu'd as familiarly as if our acquaintance 
had bore equal date with our nativities. And now 1t 
was ſhe laid herſelf open to me, not concealing any 
thing, having before made myfelf acquainted with her 
orcateſt ſecrets. Frankly ſhe called for bottles of wine, 
which we fmartly drank together out of beer-glaſles : 


had not ſupper been ſpeedily provided, which required 


a ceſſattion for ſome time, I ſhould not have been in a 
condition to diſcern the diſh, nor him that brought it 
to the table. Having taken ſome repaſt, I began to be 
refreſh'd, ſhe not the leaſt diſturbed all this while. 

I preſs'd her to tell me what ſhe was, and what man- 
ner of lite fhe ted. Sir, ſaid the, I cannot deny your 
requeſt ; therefore to fatisfy you, know that I am the 
daughter of a ſword-cutler. In my younger days my 
mother would have taught me to handle a needle, but 
my martial ſpirit gain-faid all perſuations to that pur: 
poſe. I couid never endure to be among the utenſi} of 


the kitchen, but ſpent moſt of my time in my father's 


{:5p, taking wonderful delight in handling thoſe war- 
hie inſtruments: to take a fword in my hand, woll 
p.::ptea, and brandiſh it, was reckoned hy me among 
the chief of my recreations. Being about a dozen FRO 
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295. I ſtudied all ways imaginable how I might make 
myſelf acquainted with a fencing-maſter. Time brought 
my deſires to their compleatment, for ſuch a one as I 
wiſh'd for, caſually came into our ſhop to have his blade 
furbuſh'd; and fortune ſo ordered it, there was none 
to anſwer but myſelf. Having given him that fatisfac- 
tion he defired, though not expecting it from me : A- 
mong other talk J demanded of him whether he was 
not a profeſſor of the noble Science? for I gueſt ſo much 
by his poſtures, looks, and expreſſions. He told me 
he was a well-wiſher thereunto. Being glad of this op- 
portunity, deſiring him to conceal my intentions, I re- 
queſted of him the favour to give me ſome inſtructions 
how I ſhould manage a ſword : at firſt he ſeemed amazed 
at my propoſals, but perceiving I was in earneſt, he 
granted my petition, alloting me ſuch a time to come to 
him as was moſt convenient, I became ſo expert at 
Back- ſword and ſingle Rapier in a ſhort tirae, that I 
needed not his aſſiſtance any longer: my Parents not in 
the leaſt miſtruſting any ſuch thing. 
I ſhall wave what exploits I did by the help of a diſ- 
guiſe, and only tell you that when I arrived to fifteen 
years of age, an inn-keeper married me, and carried 
me into the country. For two years we hved very 
peaceably and comfortably together, but at length the 
inſolent and imperious temper of my huſband made me 
begin to ſhow my natural humour. Once a week we 
ſeldom miſs'd of a combat between us, which frequent-- 
ly proved fo ſharp, that was well if my Huſband came 
off with a ſingle broken pate; by which means the ga- 
ping wounds of our diſcontents and differences being 
not preſently ſalved up, they became in a manner incu- 
rable, I never was much inclined to love him, becaute 
he was of a mean daſtardly ſpirit, and ever hated that 
a dunghill cock ſhould tread a hen of the game. Being 
ſtinted likewiſe of money, my life grew altogether com- 


fortleſs, and I look'd on my condition as inſupportable; 
GEN | croton 
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therefore, as the only remedy or expedient to mitigate 
my vexatious troubles, I contrived a way how I might 
ſometimes take a purſe. I judged this reſolution ſafe 
enough, if I was not taken in the very fact, for who 
could ſuſpect me to be a robber, wearing abroad upon 
ſuch deſigns man's apparel, but home only that which 
was ſuitable and agreeable to my own Sex? beſides, 
none could have better encouragement and conveniency 
then myſelf ; for, keeping an inn, who is more proper 
to have in my cuſtody what charge, my gueſts brought 
into my houſe than myſelf ? or if committed to my huſ- 
band's tutelage, I could not fail to inform myſelf of the 
richneſs of the booty. Moreover, the Hoſteſs is the 
perſon whoſe company is moſt deſired, before whom 
they are no way ſcrupulous to relate which way they 
- are going, and frequently what the affair was that led 
them that way. - 
Courage I knew I wanted not (by you my impartial 
Judge, Sir) what then could hinder me from being ſuc- 
- ceſsful in ſuch an enterprize? Being thus reſolved, 1 
ſoon procured neceſſary Habillimens for theſe my con- 
trivances, and never miſcarried in any of them till 
now. Inſtead of going to Market, or riding five or ſix 
miles about ſuch a buſineſs (the uſual pretences with 
which I blinded my huſband) I would when out of fight 
Tide a contrary road to this houſe, and here Metamor- 
paoſe myſelf, and being fitted at all points; Pad uncon- 
troulable, coming off always victorious. Not long 
ſince my Huſband had about 1ool, due to him about 
twenty miles from his habitation, and deſigned ſuch a 
day for its reception: Glad I was to hear of this, re- 
ſolving now to be revenged of him for all thoſe injurics 
and churliſh outrages he had committed againſt me: 1 
knew very well. which way he went, and knew the 
time of his coming home; whereupon I way laid him 
at his return. And happily as I would have it, he did 
not make me wait above three hours for him. I let him 
; 5 paß 
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bal me, "NE BA that by the ſw ifencll of my Bort 1 
could eaſily overtake him, and ſo I did, riding with 
him a mile or two before I told my intended buſineſs: 

At laſt (looking about me) I ſaw the coaſt clear on eve- 
ry ſide; therefore riding up cloſe to him, and laying 
hold of his bridle, I clap'd my piſtol to his breaſt, com- 
manding him to deliver, or he was a dead man. My 
imperious Don ſeeing death before his face, had like to 
have ſaved me the labour, by dying voluntarily without 
compulſion, and fo amaz'd at his fudden ſurprizal, that 


he looked like an apparition, or one lately riſen from 


the dead. Sarrah, ſaid I, be quick, but a dead palfy had 

ſo ſeized every part of him, that his eyes were incapa- 
ble of directing his hands to his pocket. But I ſoon re- 
called his loſt ſpirits by two or three ſmart blows with 


the flat of my ſword, which ſo wakened him out of that 


deep lethargy he was in, that with much ſubmiſſiveneſs 
he delivered me his money. After I had diſmounted 
him, and cut the reins of his bridle, and girts, I baited 
him ſoundly, till that I had made jelly of his bones, and 

that his fleſ looked like Egyptian Mummy. Now you 
rogue, ſaid I, I am even with you; have a care the next } 
time how you ſtrike a woman (your wife I mean) for 
none but ſuch as dare not fight a man, will lift up his 
hand againſt a weaker veflel. Now you ſee what it is to 
L provoke them; for if irritated too much, they are reſt. 
 lefs till they have accompliſhed their ſatisfactory revenge: YA 
I have a good mind to end my wicked courſes with thy 


life, but that I am loath to be hanged for nothing, ſuch 4 


a worthleſs man. Farewell, this money ſhall ſerve me 
to purchaſe wine to drink healths to the confuſion of } 
ſuch raſcally and mcan-ipirited things. And fo I left 
hin. 
She was about to have proceeded in ſuch agrecable 
relations of her rencounters, when word was brought 
her up, two Gentlemen below defired to ſpeak with 
her: craving my excuſe, ſhe went down, and in a _ 9 
e " 
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tie time returned with them: ſhe 1 an apology to 
me for 10 doing, adding that if ſhe had committed a 
crime herein, my future knowledge of thoſe perſons 
would extenuate it. By their effeminate countenances 
I could not miſs of judging rightly what they were viz. 
Females. After ſeveral diſcourſes .we grew ſo familiar, 
that the longeſt continued friendſhip could not boaſt of 
more freedom. 
Having talked and drank ourſelves weary, we con- 
cluded to lie all in one chamber, there being two beds: 
what our Nocturnal patlages Were, the reader may beſt 
imagine. 


is 
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He relates what ſatisſaction he recerued fram his new Fe. 
male. Acquaintance, and what occaſioned the two laſt in- 
come Amazons to attempt the hazardous enterprizes of the 
High Pad: with their Characters and courſe of life, 
Hoco he with his new'Female pading Comrade, contrived to 
rob together ; with a relation of ſome remarkable ſtories 
vhich were the effects of thoſe conſultations, 


OUGH melancholy night had drawn her ſable 
curtains about her Hemiſphere, yet the coverlid 
of our Opticks was not yet laid down to admit our 
= active ſenſes to their uſual reſt and repoſe: obſcure dark- 
= neſs had every where proclaimed ſilence about us on 2 
5 penalty of diſtracted compoſedneſs; yet we feared not 
the breach of thoſe binding laws, by breaking our minds 
= to each other interchangeably. My conquered foe (now 
= my new friend) firſt began to relate to her old affociates 
the * of our late encounter, and the ſucceſs, 8 
8 
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the expreſt with ſo much life and ingenuity, that they 
knew not which to value moſt, her wit, or my couragez 
but when ſhe came to relate the manner of the diſcove- 
of her ſex, ſo pretulant and facetious was her diſ- 
_ courſe, that it occaſioned a great deal of laughter and 
mirth among us. Having thoroughly diſcourſt varie- 

ties, for further diverſion one of theſe late incommers 
undertook to give us a ſummery of her comrades, or 
ſiſters, being therewith intermix'd, now I muſt give her 
leave to tell her own tale. 

Sir, (for to you I direct my diſcourſe particularly, be- 
ing wholly ignorant of what theſe two inſeperable com- 
panies of mine well underſtand) I ſhall not trouble your 
ear with any thing but what is abſolutely neceflary : lay- 
ing aſide therefore ſuperfluous preambles, let me tell you 
was the eldeſt Daughter of a. Vintner in Londox, a man 
looked on to be 10 wealthy, that he was called upon for 
Alderman, having no more children than a ſon, myſelt, 
and this my dear ſiſter, my metamorphoſed follower. 
My brother,. I think, was begot out of degenerate wine, 
and that made him ſo degenerate from virtue, and a 
good fpirit, a hot fiery fellow, always on the fret, till 
his caſk or carcaſs was pierced ; and ſo I leave him as L 
found him, an empty hogſhead. 

This obſtacle being removed, none were more extol- 
ed and courted for wealth and beauty than my ſiſter and 
ſelf; men of all fizes, both of wit, eſtate, and ſtature, 
daily frequented my Fathers houſe, pretending they 
came for the goodneſs of wine there vended, till they 
had got an intereſt in our acquaintance, and then they 
unmaſked their meaning, ſeveral overtures were made 
to our Parents, who like goed domeſtic Politicians. 


ſeemed to like, to encourage them to continue coming 


tor their expence ſake: frequently the beſpoke dinners, 
ſtriving who ſhould exceed in prodigallity, thinking 
thereby to gain eſteem, while thè old Fox did but laugh 
at them in private for their pains. My Mother had her. 
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trade at her finger ends, for when the would oblige any 
of them to any treaty, it was but calling him Son, or 
Sirrah you are a wag, my Benjamin muſt have the largeſt 
Portion, &c. By this means ſhe chained them to the 
houſe, and to engage them the more, permitted us to 
keep them company ; but fearing leſt we might glut our 


pretending preſent buſineſs, and would then ſupply the 


had blended | one another. I muſt needs ay, my Mo- 
ther's company was very agreeable; for though ſhe had 
paſt her Æquinox, yet her beauty appeared but very 


wonder of her Sex, and was ſo generally talked of 
among beauty-hunters, that our Tavern was never 
empty, and happy was he that could procure the drink- 
ing of a glaſs with her at the Bar, but tranſported, it 


room, which for profit ſhe ſometimes permitted, and 
ſomething elſe, which my Father winked at gladly, be- 
cauſe he could not find the like expedient to enrich 
.. himſelf. She was comely, tall and of a bluſhing brown; 
her hair was proper to her complexion, neatly put into 


cellent parts; as a quick eye and full; her circled brow 


| full mouth; the largenefs of the lips commendable, be- 
cauſe plump and red; her dimpled chin (which nature 
had drawn with a wanton. touch of her pencil) did ſin- 
gularly fet out her looks moſt comely. Her necks was 
round, riſing, full and fat: her body well fed, not fat; 
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pong. Italian eyes, able to confound a Saint. In ſhort, 
her hair was enough to enchant you into thoſe mazes, 


but that her looks were ſo neer, which hooked your: 


into her eye-balls, full, black and rowung ; and * 
| ihe 


Idolators by too long ſtaying, my Mother would call us, 
place herſelf ; then would they charge afreſh, till they 


little declining; in her youthful days, ſhe was the 


they could obtain the favour to have her company in a 


curls and folds by Nature: Her face was made up of ex-, 


raceful and big; her noſe not over Roman, with a 


an Italian dog's delight. When any gentleman came 
in, me thinks I now ſee how ſhe leared out of her in- 


well, though I act ſo ill. 


{ 


1 
ſhe had you, ſhe held you there. Neither was ſhe a 


niggard of thoſe gifts which were ſo liberally beſtowed 


on her, but communicated a taſte thereof to divers; for 


as ſhe was naturally prone to whoriſhneſs, ſo ſhe gave 


her inclinations the reins, and at laſt became ſo impu- 


dent, that ſhe did that frequently in our ſight, which 


though we underſtood not, being too young, yet force- 
ably drew a bluſh into our tender cheeks, Being in her 


prime, ſhe gave herſelf ſo much liberty, that ſhe was a 


ſhame*to her Sex; there was not any vice that was at- 
tended either by pleafure or profit, but ſhe would be 


ſharer therein. And now being gulled with ſhadows 


and impoſtures, ſhe drew up the portcullis of her heart, 


and laid the gates thereof wide open to her own ruin. 


Who would imagine, that a pleaſing countenance could 
harbour villany, or that a ſmile could ſet upon the face 


of miſchief? But therein ſhe ſhewed herſelf a Courte- 
zan of the right ſtamp, that for her own advantage can 


entertain man's appetite - with wanton dalliance, but 
will never make aſſurance of ſettled love. When men 
think themſelves moſt intereſted in her, then was it fre- 
quently that they were fartheſt from her. I am ſome- 
what the longer in my Mother's Character, that I might 
the fuller demonſtr ate what was the original that 1 fo 


exactly copied in the actions of my own life. Did Pa- 


rents conſider how prevalent their wicked examples are 


with their iſſue, they would be leſs curtous to clence 


their houſes of dirt and duſt againſt the coming of their 
friends, and more careful not to {ee them hung with 
vices in the preſence of their children. You ſee I know 
the difference between good and evil, becauſe I talk ſo 

But to proceed how is it poſſible the daughter ſhould 
be chaſte, that cannot reckon up the adultenes of her 


Mother, though ſhe be neer ſo well in breath, without 


a dozen ſtops or intermiſſions at the leaſt ? Such as are 
conſcious to theſe faults in others, cannot but be culpa- 
9. D d. | "og ble 
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we had not wit enough to diſcern it. But alas! 


WE | ; 
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ble of then in themſelvss. The hearing of them told 
begets a willingneſs to try them: the ſeeing of them 
done, a wilfulnels to do them. She preſumed I believe 
upon our indiſcretions as Children, perivading herſelf 

ſhe er- 
red in her Cyphers, and was much miſtaken in her ac- 
counts: for we coming to years, did not ſtick to that in 


her ſight, which ſhe before would not forbear 1 in ours. 


And with what face could the reprove us ? 


The , wretch muſt not upbraid the lame 
Nor miſt the Moor the Tawny Indian blame. 


Her houſe did daily ſwarm with ſuch as pretended 
more than common kindneſs ts me. One Iconfeſs] 


could. have fancied highly for his wit, had not his for- 


mation been ſo extravagant and prepoſterous. O the 
innumerable quantity of Poetick Brats, which Pallas 
Ike ſprung out of his Head, and fo peſtered my Cham- 
ber, that I could hardly fleep for the trampling of their 
Feet : ſome whereof appeared ſo fair unto me, from a 
Father ſo foul, that I have carried them in my boſom 


to converſe with them among the folitary ſhades. I pro- 


teſt civility could fcarce keep me from laughing out- 
right every time I ſaw him, his whole compolure ap- 
pear*d to me ſo rediculous. For firſt his head ſeem'd to 
ink down into his breaſt, his eyes ſtaring affrighted at 
the danger, whillt his mouth continually gaped, as if it 


intended to cry out for help: his back and breaſt bunch- 


ed out, as if a wallet, ſtuffed at both ends, hung over 
his ſhoulder behind and before. Though extravagent 
enough, you could not fay he ſhewed much waſte. Had 
vou ſeen him on a rainy day, by the length of his legs 
(yet of dwarfiſh ſtature) you would have thought him 
mounted on ſtilts, and wading throngh the dirt with a 
Py on his back. Now let me ſkip over his Perſon, and 


only tell you how 1 ſerved him, and then I have _ 
"Es 
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with him, That day I ſaw him not, I had his 1 _ 
tation ſent me, which was good diverſion, but his pre- 
| ſence was infufferable : to the intent therefore that I 


might be rid of — I ſent him the rolowing lines, 


SIR, 


You are the Son of Fſop, for I find 
Legitimation hy your ſhape and mind ; 

Deform'd ye are alike, thence lis thought At 
That ſuch a cow be ſupplytd by wit : 
Tour aſpects mon/truous foul, yet don't complain, 
Tour ifſues fair, the product of your brain; 


But ſtay, I muſt recall myſelf, for know . 


My praiſes are like yourſelf, too low - 

Troth when I view you ell, my fancy muſt 

Imagine you much like a Capon truſt, 

Or like Sir Hudibras, nick nam'd All-feather, 
Or like one ty'd both neck and heels together: 
Nor do not think Pigmean Sir that I 

Will fall in love with meer deformity; 

Then court ſome Succubus, a friend will be 

A fitter match : ſo think no more of me. 


Theſe lines ſo netled him, that having belcht out ſome 
execrations againſt me and our ſex, I never heard more 
of him. To be ſhort, there was none could get any in- 


tereſt in me, but our head Drawer, a ncat flaxen-hair'd 


fellow; ſo pationately we loved one another, that we 
could inot forbear holding ſome private correſpondence 
at nights. My Father at length ſuſpecting us, turned 


qway his man, whoſe abſence I could not brook, and 
therefore reſolved to follow after, which I did, taking 


with me what ready money my father had in his cut. 
tody ; and finding out my dear comrade, this was the 
reſult of our conſultation, that I ſhould cloath myſelf 


NE! a man, and fo travel together, It will bg too tedi- 
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ous to relatę how and whither we went ; but let it ſuf- 
fice to tell you, that after we had run through France 
and [taly, and wearied ourſelves in foreign parts, we con- 
cluded to return to England. 

We landed at Dover, having made an end of our 
Voyage and Money together, having ſo much as would 
purchaſe horſe and arms; for padding was the way we 
agreed on to recruit our decayed ſtock. Many were 
the Robberies we committed, taking ſuch a courſe that 
the Devil could hardly detect us; for ſometimes when 
we had robbed, and fearing leſt we ſhould be taken by 
the Hue and Cry, it was but running my, horſe looſe, 
and then would I put on woman's apparel (which I al- 
ways carried in my Portmantua in ſuch expeditions) and 
getting up behind my friend, I paſt unfufpected as his 
wife. This ſtratagem frequently proved a ſafeguard to 
us both. By this means we ſeveral times robbed houſes, 
under pretence of my friend taking lodging for himſelf 
and wife. To tell you in what manner, and how often 
we played our pranks under a double diſguiſe, would 
take up more time than is convenient, therefore I ſhall 
now wind up my ſtory : My comrade in an unhappy 
enterprize received a ſhot in his ſhoulder, which proved 
mortal, for not long after he died; being deſtitute or 
my dear companion, |] had ſeveral thoug ts of return- 
in; home, but that I hked my trade ſo well, I could not 
be induced to leave it. However, I went to my Fa- 
ther's Houſe frequently with roaring Blades ; but they 

knew me not, though they would ſometimes ſtare upon 
me as if their eyes would have ſtarted out of their heads 
For joy to ſee their old acquaintance. At laſt I took # 
convenient opportunity, under the veil of courtſhip, tv 
_ diſcover myſelf to my Siſter (here preſent) who under. 
ſtanding my courſe of life, and knowing well her own 
conſtitution, for my ſake reſolved to hazard all, and 
run one riſque with me. Having inſtructed her how 
e might rob her father, as I had done before her, wo 
. met 
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met at a place appointed, and ſo took our journey hi- 
therward. Now if our converſation may be any ways 
pleaſing, and our ſervice advantageous, we are both 
your devoted ſervants, She uttered theſe words with 
ſuch a grace, that I could not forbear embracing her. 

After we had plighted faiths, and mutyally careſſed each 
other, we betook ourſelves to reſt, which you may ima- 
gine was little enough, ae 5k; 
Angry I was when I perceived the appearance of day, 
which I knew would unavoidably rob me of my preſent 
delight and pleaſure. But it was only my fear of being 
deprived of ſo much bliſs made me ſo groſsly to mit- 
take, for I quickly found my happineſs enlarged by the 
approaching light, my ſenſe of ſeeing being now made 
copartner with that of feeling. Love had now his eyes 
reſtored him, who before only groped for the naked 
truth in the dark. Now did we begin afreſh to renew _ 
our late ſweet nocturnal paſtime ; our boundleſs defires, 
our bed would have been the ſole concern we ſhould 
have minded, till that time which muſt put a period to 
this tranſitory life. | | 8 
But to avoid the cenſure of fluggiſhneſs, we all re 
ſolved to riſe, and unanimouſly ſtrive and contend who 
ſhould make the beſt proof of the greateſt ingenuity in 
contriving what may give the largeſt ſatisfaction. both to 
mind and body. As 2 preludium to our intended pur- 
poſe, and a reſtorative to our decayed ſtrengths; we 
firſt reſolved upon buttered Sack, with other things of 
like comforting nature: and now finding ourſelves by 
this firſt eſſay ſo much beyond expectation revived and 
fitted for mirth and pleaſure, we ſtraight gave orders 
for a dinner to be ſpeedily prepared, whoſe compoſition 
| thould be of the choiceſt viands. And that the time 
might not ſeem tedious in the interim, it was put to the 
yote what paſtime we ſhould make choice of for deviſe; 
ment. Some were for bodily exerciſe, but I was clear. 
_ ly againſt that, having fo lately tired myſelf with it; 
F 298 £ beſides 
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| befides my lameneſs, which was occaſioned by the ſhot 
I received in my leg from my valiant Reacountreſs. 
It was at length agreed on by all, that we ſhould enter- 
tain ourſelves with Muſic and Diſcourſe. A match 
(faid the eldeſt Siſter) and to the intent you may ſee my 
freedom and forwardneſs to propagate your propoſiti- 
on, I ſhall give my aſſiſtance firſt to heighten your ſpi- 
rits by vocal and inſtrumental Muſic : having thus bro. 
ken the ice, I queſtion not but you will prove ready fol. 
lowers, and ſwim with me in the ſame ſtream of delight. 
Whereupon ſhe took up a lute, and having praiſed that 
inſtrument above all others for its ſweet ravaſhing har- 
mony, I will now try (faid ſhe) how my voice will agree 
with it, and thus ſang : 


What need we to care? | 
Ie have enough and to ſpare, 
Nhat we gain we will drink and ſpend on't ; 
But when all is gone, 
Ne will get more anon, 
Then make it all fly there's an end ou't. 


Me will rob, we will teal 
For our own common-wealth, | 
L# the Miſer be l- d with his treaſure : 
Our deſigns we will ſhape 
For the juice of the grape, 
Thas ſpin cut our lives in aur pleaſure. 


We think it more fit 
To live by our wit, 
And hazard our lives on adventure ; 
2 We are the Sons of the blade 
Never bred to a trade, 
Ne ſcorn to be bound by Indenture, 


Not by flattery, but due merit, we could give her 
no leſs than applauſe : which though that word may ſa- 
your of ſomething of a complement, yet I will aſſure 
you there was no ſuch thing paſt between us; we knew 
how to improve our time to a far greater advantage, 
leaving ſuch vain empty expreſſions to fuch, who have 
little elſe to do then to play with a Ladies Fan, or to 
conſume their time in combing their Perriwigs, not on- 
ly in the Streets and Play-houſes, but even (irreverent- 
ly) in the holy places of Divine worſhip. — 
Ihe pertinency of this Song to the practice of our 

lives, did as much pleaſe us all, as the harmony of that 
voice did raviſh our delighted ears. And left our ſatis- 
faction ſnould any ways cool or abate, more muſical 
fuel was laid on, to warm our benumb'd ſpirits, if any 

ſuch unlikely thing ſhould happen. Whereupon her 
Siſter (not making uſe of any inſtrument to aſſiſt her 
voice, being ſenſible it was natural) frankly, and with 
a becoming freedom, ſang to this purpoſe. 


*Tis liberty which we adore, 
It is our wealth and only ſtore 
 Hawing her we all are free, 
Who ſo merry then as we ? 
*Tis ſhe that makes tus now to ſing, 
And only ſbe can pleaſure bring. 


Chorus. Since wve then ſuch freedom have, 
We *oill purchaſe pleaſure or à grave, 
Tis better ſo than live a ſlave. 


As I am free, fo will be fill, 
for no man fhall abridge my bill: 
 Ple paſs my life in pleaſure, 
On various objefts {perd niy treaſure; 
That woman ſure no joy can find, 
o te ene man ts only join's. | 
| Chorus. Since Sc. 
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( 216 ) 
What pleaſure is in full cran'd bags? 
No more than is in Beggar's rags : 
Unleſs made uſe of, what is Caſh ? 
A fine new nothing, glittering traſh : 


Being well employ d, it is a thing 
Which doth deli 851 and honour brings 


ks. Since Oe. 


About to have proceeded i in this manner round, we 


were interrupted by Dinner coming up, which came as 
ſeaſonable as our ſtomachs could require. Waving all 


Ceremonies, we inſtantly fell to it without the tediouſ- 


neſs of long winded graces ; neither were we long at it, 


our hands and appetites being alike nimble and quick 
to give the body its required ſatisfaction. 

After dinner we had various diſcourſes about the va- 
nity and imbecility of the fair ſex: winding up our ar- 


-  gument, one ſaid, She would not be a meer woman for 
the whole univerſe, and wondered that man, ſo noble 


and rational a Soul, ſhould ſo unman himſelf in his vo- 
luntary inſlaving himſelf to a woman's will: I wonder 


how they dare boaſt of conqueſts, when they muſt ac- 


knowledge they are daily overcome by a weak and fee- 
ble creature, woman, a thing which for want of heart 


funk into the Sex. 


With fuch like prattle we entertain ourſelves for 
an hour or two; and now it was put to the vote what 
courſe we ſhould ſteer, and what deſign we {ſhould next 
put in execution. Different were our opinions for a 


while, but at laſt we concluded unanimouſly about the 


evening to ſet out and rob jointly : the manner which 
we laid down was thus: the youngeſt Siſter on a Pillion 
in her own proper apparel, and my Virago behind me in 


the like female Garb; and this we adjudged to be the, 


. fafeſt projeſt we could propound : for who could be 10 
ſenſeleſs to imagine us Robbers, riding in that manner 
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her, as ſoon as ever the ſaw me 
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( 217 ) | 
double horſed, and attended with the greateſt ſymptoms 


of innocency, 


Hereupon we preſently fell to work, that is to ſay, 


_ endeavoured to get ſuch neceſſaries as were moſt conve- 


nient for our enterprize, as Pillions, Safe- guards and 


ſhort ſwords for the females: Pocket piſtols they had 
already. Having got what women's attire we wanted, 


and all things ready, we mounted with boots, which 
we dirtyed on purpoſe, to the intent that thoſe which 
ſaw us might not ſuſpect but that we had rode many miles 


that day. It was about ſix of the clock in the evening 
when we ſet forth; we had not rode above two hours, 


but four horſemen overtook us, and demanded whither 
we were travelling? I anſwered them to ſuch a place. 


Now did our two ſubtil Queans, which rode before us, 


play their parts to the life, pretending a great fear of 
being robbed, and carried their buſineſs ſo crattily, that 
they gave the Gentlemen to underſtand their pretended 
fear and jealouſy : and the better to cloak our deſign, 
pray thee my dear (faid I) in a voice not over loud, but 


uſt ſo that they might hear me, do not be afraid, Tam 


confident they are no other then what they appear that 
is, honeſt civil perſons, 

Hereupon, one of the Gentlemen overchearing, rode 
up cloſe to me, and comforted my ſuppoſed wife be- 


hind, proteſting they were no ſuch pertons as ſhe ima- 


gined ; that they were all Gentlemen of good eſtates, 


and fo far were they from offending any, that they 


would with the hazard of their lives defend the injured 


on the road; we ſeemed hereat to be much ſatisfied, re- 


turning them many thanks, and deſiring their compa- 
ny, which they kindly granted, ſaying, come follow, 
we'll lead the way gently on, and ſtand between you 


and danger. I was glad to hear them fay they would 


ride before, for now I judged our buſineſs to be fatile 
and eaſily done. I now whiſpered behind me, telling 


give a blow, ſhe ſhould 


15 E e | immediately | 


9 
N 
. 


e „a 
irh 
4 


1 A 
— os oy Pon 


— * 
1 


* — | as pd =_ oi 2 * | = 2. 7 
* 1 * l deen ee N. 1 F on ES, EASY 0 Im 2 > nd 
14 * bf : A842, 4,40 7 4 9 <4 * er e * a4 _ 3 1 . i» * 89 ba 5 ors GA 3 = RX = * 3 2 9 * = * * th f 
8 b : * — —_— 4 F2 8 6 * by 7 2 2 b © 
„ [EY F2 1 TIN + _ \ = _—_— —— = 228 33 3 _ 
9 * as «t ar * by —_ ——— wh x" xF « _ / is * = a * — — :- Y » R 4 
r 3 9 "WP N « A N \ 
„e Tr FL. i 22 5 * U w 
18 WY ST. 
N N 


It 
* 
E 


* & 
. A e * 


e 
J. e HIS 


p CR IT. - 
TOP e 
\ 4 * 3142 = SET. 
N LOS. EAR bt AE WA» 
"I o 1] » 4 R — 
Fel 


— FOR. ! 
* i en 7 * 0 
©. "4 - a < * l 
Fan : 


os: + * 
n 25 


. 


— OO". yg — * 


3 
7 
* 
'L 


Lo 
8 
jo 
<5 
Fi 
* 2 3 
** 
. 
he” 7 
i «| 
\ th 
a 7 
. 
— - 
o2 
4.3 
. 
44 
148 
4 
27 
| ' 
* 
. 
* 
is 
if 
4 
: 
3 
4 
4 
4 


» 2 te N Ga 
— . el an 6. 
1 


2 * * 
r oy * * > > 
* = On CY x” 
AS TY RO”. "yy 


: 1 me? — . > 
F _— „ ,w 4 m_——— 1.3 Lak yg ht _ L ry 2 7 n W n PRE ps - * 
R * a. Nan * 2 . " 1 
3 1.44 + yo TI" $1 4% 4 + = * me F 3 * 6 _ n 
n <A 6-1 wh 5 n 1 * r n 0 n 3 — OR F 8 + 
= a "4, * * Ds 10 
* 


* 
— 
r 


( 218 J 


immediately leap off the horſe, and make uſe of what 
weapons ſhe had : Her ſiſter had the like inſtructions gi- 


'ven her. 


My Brother, as I called him, riding up cloſe with me, 
received directions from me, that when he came to the 


bottom of the hill, he ſhould at the ſame time with me 
directly diſcharge his Truncheon on the head of his fore- 


goer, with all the force he could ſum up together. 
When they leaſt ſuſpected us in the rear, we executed 
what we deſigned with ſuch exact time, and ſo ſucceſs- 
fully, that divided minute did not difference, their fall. 
Our women were as ſwift as lightening upon them, de- 
priving them of all the advantages of riſing, while we 
{et ſpurs to our horſes, and overtook the other two 
atore, who inſenſible of what was done, were ſtrangely 
{urprized and amazed, to ſee our ſwords and piſtols rea- 
dy to difpatch the helliſh commands. Fear on a ſudden 
Had ſo chained up their tongues, as that they could not 
utter one word, till we forced them to it by threatning 
their unavoidable deaths, if they did not inſtantly deli- 
ver. Being unwilling to ranſom their lives with their 
money, they gave us what they had, as not to ſtand in 
competition with a matter of eternal concern. Having 
reaped our deſires, we diſmounted them, and cutting 
their girts and bridles, we took their pieces with the 
ſaddles, and threw them into an obſcure place. The 
Horſes were whip'd over into a field, Our priſoners we 
led into a little wood, where we bound them, as the 
reſt of our gang did, who were more expeditious than 
we in their work. Having finiſhed our buſineſs to our 
heart's content and ſecurity, we mounted, and ſo rid 
back to our quarters. Our Landlord wondered at 


our ſpeedy diſpatch, but had like to have expired 
for joy, when he ſaw our booty was ſo conſiderable; 
for you are to underſtand he had a quarter ſhare with 
us. Here did we carouſe and feaſt for a long time, not 


ſo much as thinking on any prize; and che truth on it 
8 is, 


( 219) 


is, my leg grew ſo bad by my ſhot, that I could not ride 
but in great pain ; therefore I reſolved to lie {till till its 
cure ſhould be effected by my loving and ſkilful Land- 
lady. My wound being healed, I reſolved to follow my 
cuſtom, and rob alone, not 0 much that my profit 
would be greater, but I began to be tired with my three 


former dainties; nay more, they were ſo inſatiate in 


thoſe pleaſures they enjoyed, that my ſtrength could not 


cope with ſuch exceſſes. Therefore pretending buſineſs 
of privacy a little way of, I gave them the ſlip, knowing 


how diflicult it would be to part with them knowingly. 


FFFCCCCCCCCCCC 
„% H A N : 


Being 1 NW un the Pad alone, he baits at on Inn with which - 
he was acquainted, and thereby the Oftler is informed ef 
a booty, which he purſued, but was ſoundly banged for his 


pains, lofing both his horſe, and what ſmall matter he had 
left. He here renezwed his acquaintance with a cunning _ 


elle, that formerly ftudied the Law, and ſince made it 
His whole buſineſs to practiſe the abuſe thereof. The life 
of a Law abuſing Cheat. What @ noble revengeful trick 
he ſerved the Turnkey of Ludgate. 


Yar loath I was to part with theſe Amazons, not- 


withſtanding I ſaw there was an unavoidable and 

abſolute neceſſity for it. For no man could ever better 

be pleaſed with ſociety, then I was in theirs, enjoyi ns ; 
t 


ſuch perſons whoſe courage and fidelity might vie wi 


the moſt approved male friend, and reaping ”at the fame * 


time the choiceſt favours Venus can confer on her chiet- 


elt Favourites. 


. One remarkable paſſage concerning this Fals Robber, 
> Ee 2 I had 


= 2 5 41 
"© 28 ae n 


| : * 2 
ES - AT 3 n re 12 

4 A fog ITT . ee. e eee 
5 3 = F x „ \ - 4 * by f M 1 
pl + 4 WOT Gy „ - - \ 5 8 i =» ae i 44 $5 + 5 2 +4 30 aſi 

7 * F 2 4 = s Ss » 7 n r 

a! (ot ot ie 38 


5.45 Pr 4 = * Fur 
R 


2 
— 


9 ii , b 0 i 5 * {ih "— 
eng gg ys agar gy ro ne are oO 1 r * 4 
e K a F hb WO I. 


% 
4 


I 
22 


* W 4.7 Ko 
* r _ "Wo A oO CLE = £5. n 
— = 5 
* 0 5 
— 8 (ON TR Sy 9 Ps —_— 8 
5 ms K * = _ — — 3722 2 4 vs 
— 4 — * + 4, 1 2 2 N 1 8 * 
4 py 1 r — 
— nd. 2 8 — * 8 2 . er. 
J — n 2 4298 4 5 
4 . , * 4 
ma. * 1 — 1 7 
„ „„ 
* [ones : 


wo 


Tt Wk x5 


rr! 
8 


e Ab Aa, 


ai AC. 
1 RR. % 9 


pP g * 2 A 
„ 
& 1 8 * 13 


3 * * 1 5 
„ — 

> . * nenn 
q - 2 N 


———— — — 
* 1 


E 
5 * « 


N R [1 1 = FO 4 * 72 n N * Fi r „ r R « 
* 1 * * * * * 5 7 04 "x , > 
3M "1 co if nnn 9 "4 * A * — |; * 5 "ty, a 
1 a - £ 7 ” -\ * * +. 3 1 49 4 Ty + * 
an 8 \ hy * 2 4” 4 „ "uv « * 
F 8 — * — P 


NS vR ya 2 
I ee Td ameaas. Tine ets 
— _— — * A. 


cern in the leaſt. 


( #46 ) . 
1 had like to have forgot ; which was this : She would 
frequently Pad or rob on foot, in Woman's apparel, but 
io diſguiſed; that ſhe could not eaſily be known : getting 
a Cufhion or ſome ſuch thing, (by putting it under her 


Cloaths to make her ſeem big with Child) ſhe would 


uſually walk abroad, it may be three or four miles at 
length, near ſome beaten road. Thus had ſhe the be- 
nefit of viewing all that rid by. If ſhe ſaw any ſingle 
perſon by whoſe equipage ſhe might imagine him to have 

is pockets well furniſhed, before he came near her, ſhe 


uſed to feign herſelf both exceeding fick and weary, 


groaning in a moſt pitiful manner. What man's heart 
could be ſo obdurate as to paſs her by neglected, and 


without taking notice of her? as ſhe told me, ſhe met 


with very few that did not take her up behind them, 
pitying her condition. Having rode a little way, ſee- 
ing the coaſi clear, and coming to a convenient place for 
to execute her deſign, the would pretend the gentleman's 
hat, that rid before her, offended her eyes; moſt in ci- 


vility would put it off, though they immediately put 


it on again: then would the with a cord with a nooze, 


which ſhe had ready for the purpoſe, clap it over his 


head, and ſo jumping off the horſe pull the man after 
her ; oftentimes half ſtrangling him, ſerving him as the 
Mutes do the Baſſa's with their black box and filk ſtring 
therein, when they are deſigned for death by the Grand 
Senior's appointment and command. Taking the ad- 


vantage of their being half ſuffocated, ſhe could eaſily 


firſt bind their legs, making them ſo ſecure, that they 
were ſo far from reſiſting that they were totally at her 
devotion. 2 | 


But to return where I left off: before I take my leave 


of her, perceiving the temper of this brave noble Spirit, 


and that it was poetically inclined, out of my true re- 
ſentment of her due merit, I gave her theſe lines, which 
ſhe thankfully received, though modeſtly denied to con- 


Stand 


( 4221 ) 


Stand back ye Muſes, Mars, come guide my Pen, 

To rank 25 Female Hero mong ſt thy Men. 

So, ſo, *tis well. Now let us to the matier, 

*Tis ſuch a ſubjef that I cannot flatter. 

The Pantalooners ſtrut, and Muffetoons ; 
| Taking great pains for to appear Buffoons. 

They ds ſeem men, and like em weat their Swords, 

They dare not draw ; ſuch may be kilPd with words ; ; 
Theſe love a Lady, and affeft perfumes, 

Who lighter are (then what they ear their Plumes. 

Thou ſcorn ft ſuch ſhadows, or Chimæra's, h 
Are good for nothing, but a Woman's itch. 

T hou love ſt that man alone, that dares in ſpite 

Of fate ſcorn Death himſelf in fight. 

Thy actions ſpeak thee man, who dares deny it ? * 
Believe this truth, or if you dare, then try it; 

"Twill be a favour to her, for they'll jind, 

That never man injoy'd ſo brave a mind, 


Bidding this my Minerva and her affociates adieu, 1 
rode on in the next road, without meeting any I thought 
requifite to faſten on. At length I came to an Inn, 
where I was very well acquainted, and intended there 
to have refreſhed myſelf ; but the Oſtler prevented it, 
not ſuffering me to alight, telling me haſtily, that here 
was a Gentleman not an hour fince baited there, who | 
had in his Partmantua a conſiderable purchaſe; that he 
was a poor ſpirited fellow, whom he knew, and that he 
ever had an abſolute antipathy againſt a naked Sword, 
and that he was gone ſuch a road, &c. | 

I ſtayed not ſo long as to drink, but with all poſſible. 
expedition made after him; aſcending a ſmall hill, 1 
diſcovered him, who rode an ordinary pace, ther efore I 
ilacked mine to cool my horſe ; however I ſoon over- 
took him, and rode by him, not without viewing him 
well ; riding down the hill I did alight, purpoſely that 
be might overtake me, v. hich he did; being paſt 1 
mounted, 
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deliver inſtantly, or he was a dead man. Sis, ſis, ſis, 


obtained with very 


foo-fooliſhneſs. You ſaid you muſt have my Fa-Fa-Fa- 


pelled me to mount him, and anger ſpur'd me on to be 


( 222 ) 
mounted, and at the very bottom I bid him ſtand and 


(faid he liſping very much) I, I, I, I am going home. 
I bid him not make theſe propoſed delays, leſt he ſmart- 
ed, and therefore wiſh'd him to diſpatch and give me 
his money, for I was informed (I told him) that he had 
a fum behind him. T-t-t-'trs true (he replyed) b-b-but 
it is my Father's m-m-money : hang your Father and 


| his ſtuttering Coxcomb too, (ſaid I) I | nin have what 


you have. W-wh-why then you ſhall, (ſaid he) and 
with that drew out a pocket Piſtol and fired it at me, 
which tmade my horſe ſtart, and very much ſurprized 


me, not expecting the leaſt reſiſtance from ſuch a ſeem- 


ingly ignorant and cowardly fellow; by that means he 
had time and liberty to draw his ſword (which was al- 
molt as broad as a chopping knife) and came upon me 
fo furiouſly, that | am ſure I had not time to defend 
myſelf : he fo laid about Am, that J ſoon lay at his 
mercy. 
L was forced to beg very hard for my lite, which | 
much ado: then he fell to my 
ckets, not leaving any ſuſpected place for money un- 
ſearched, by which I gueit him to have belohged to our 
rofeſſion, and was not miſtaken, as you ſhall under- | 
itand by and by. He went to my horſe, and viewing 
him he ſeemed to like him very well. Therefore com- 
ing to me (ſaid he) you are but a raw thick, a meer 
child, it is but fit that you ſhould be ſent to a maſter to 
be ta-ta-taught knowledge, and be whip'd for your foo- 


ther's money, I tell you I muſt have your Hau-Hau- 
Horſe, and ſo farewell. He was ſo kind as to leave me 
his, which was a pityful jade, however neceſſity com- 
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revenged on the oftler, but I better gonſidered with my- 
ſelf, that probably that horſe was known there, and ſo 


I ſhould be detected; therefore I rode a contrary wy 
| An 
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and took up my lodging 1 a place I never had been in 

before. As ſoon as I Alighted, abundance of People 
flocked about we, ſeeing me all bloody to know the 
cauſe thereof. Thereupon I related in a very doleful 


manner how this {ad accident betel me. That traveling 
to ſuch a place with about one honed and ſifty pieces 


of Gold, I was ſet upon by five or ſix luſty Rogues, 
Who rob'd me, and becauſe I made w hat reſiſtance 1 

could, to ſave what I had, it being my whole eſtate, they 

had thus barbarouſly mangled me, hacking and hewing 
me till I grew weary, and at laſt with much difficulty 
eſcaped with my lite. There was a general forrow for 
me, pitying me ſo much, that the inhabitants ſtrove 
one with another, who ſhould ſhew me the moit kind- 
neſs. A Chyrurgeon was preſently ſent for, who (as he 


was a Barbar too) Barbarian like dreſt my wounds 


ſome were employed in procuring me Cordials, and 


getting things neceſſary ; others were ſent out to make 


inquiſition after the Thieves. 8 
This Gentleman that ſerved me this trick was (as 1 
underſtood afterwards) an Highwayman - himſelf, who 
being well born and bred, but his Pather being at that 
time unable or unwilling to ſupply him with what mo- 
ney his laviſh expences required: Nature having be. 
ſtowed on him a ſtout reſolute heart, and ſtrength an- 
iwering his courage, betook himſelf to the Pad, in 2 which 
profeſſion he behaved himſelf ſo gallantly, that he was 
ſtyled Father or Governor of his Tribe. But his at- 
tempts proved not always ſucceſsful, ſo that there was 
hardly a County in England, wherein he had not been 
in Priſon ; being frequently arraigned for his life, but 


having eminent and potent friends, he ſtill came off; 


this did his Father and Kindred ſo frequent, that they 
grew weary, and he narrowly eſcaped with his life;pne 
time, and finding that his Kindred mattercd not much 
if he were hanged, he ſubmitted to his Father, makin 


a ſolemn proteſtation that he would never follow the 


like 


Fr 

— 23 J 

1 i _ _ 
on » - . \ + 5 
r — — 
hor. tg £7 Ht 24 Ag 
bs "1 * * 2 . 
ww" 


bn”, " 
2 


2 22 
E Tx * Nog = 
ZS 


7 
* 
FEE 


- 


22 
'Z 
4 
p £ 
3} 
#4 Þ 77 
[4 
—_— 
. 

— 25 


. 
4 
3 
124-48 
A 
_ 
* 
8 
2 
* 
4 
hy. 
: 


7 e 
r 
. l 5 nr Nr 4 


F 
a 39 2 


r r ps erat ge et 


Fore wet 5. * * 
o 


' ASE _ 12 
n rer 2 
* ” 
_ * 


2 . N 4 NE 


( 224 ) 


ke courſes again: whereupon his rather ſettled an Ef, 


tate upon him, on which he now liveth very orderly. 
Thus much briefly of my overcomer. 

I had not laid above a night 1n this place for the cure 
of my wounds, before I was queſtioned about my horſe, 
by ſome Perſons that knew him well, and taken on 
tuſpicion for murdering the Gentleman the right owner, 


which ſeemed more than probable by various circum- 


ances, Firſt, this Gentleman was not to be found, 
which well might be his ſucceſs, having conveyed on 


the wings of ſpeed to an obſcure place, there to revel _ 


and congratulate his Fortune by the fpeedy ſpending his 
Hte purchaſe. Next, my many and dangerous wounds 
ſufficiently declared the great hazard of the two Combi- 
tants lives : but that which chiefly committed me, was 
the Gentleman's horſe, which I, like an inſipid Coxcomb, 
mult ride on, which reaſon muſt needs ſay, was the 
ready way to ride Poſt to the Gallows, Notwithſtand.- 
ing the miſerable condition of my carbonaded Body, I 
was encloſed between a pair of walls, and would un- 
doubtedly been hanged for being robed, had not the 
Gentleman appeared again amongſt his friends ; ; then 
did my accuſers {lip their necks out of the collar, and 
none proſecuting me, I was diſcharged. Staying a lit- 
tie while in the Town for refreſhment, an old acquain- 


tance there found me, of whom I cannot but give you 
| character, ſince the paſſages of his life hath been fo 
remarkable and notorious, and from the ſhort relation 
of which I queſtion not but the Reader will reap much 


beneſit and ſatisfaction. For indeed examples have fo 
great an influence and power upon the actions of man's 


life, as that we find men are more wrought upon by 
| preſident than precept. 


To this intent preceding Ge- 
nerations have made it their grand care and labour, not 
only to communicate to their Poſterity the Lives of good 
ard honeſt Men, that thereby Man might fall in Love 
with the ſmooth and beautiful Face of Virtue, but have 


allo | 


E 
; 10 taken the ſame pains to recount the actions of cri- 
minal and wicked Perſons, that by the dreadful af pects 
of Vice, they may be debarr'd from imbracing hier.” Ty 
About four days after I was diſcharged. there came 
. into the ſame Inn, where I lay, a Gentlem n, who Hear 
: I. ing ſome of the houſe diſcourſing of the Robbery that 
; was lately committed, he defired: to be particularly in- 
. formed, which they did, adding that the robb'd Gen- 
; tleman lay wounded in the houfe ; he enquired of them 
I my name, which they told him, as I had told them, ha- 
| WW ving a name for every month in the year. Very deſi- 
3 rous he was, if it might be no diſturbance to me, to 
8 give me a viſit, unto which I condeſcended, a ſervant 
- to that intent deſiring to know my pleaſure. As ſoon 
8 as he entered the Room, I verily. . I knew him, 
, though I could not for the preſent call to mind where 
c MW | had feen him. I was ſo muffled about the chops, that 
.it was impoſſible for him to have any knowledge of me. | 
1 He fat down by me, and aſk'd me various queſtions, to | 
1- W which I gave him convenient ſatisfaction. At laſt I re- 
e called my memory, and aſked if his name was not ſo. 


n © he anſwered me in the affirmative. Dear friend, 
d (aid I) Lam glad to fee you: come, be not amaz'd 
t- my right name is ſo— with that he embraced me, and 


1: WW was overjoyed that he caſually found me out. Laying” 
u. MW aide all formal niceties, I unboſomed myſelf to him, not | 
(0 mincing the truth in the leaſt ; for we Know ourſelves AY 
n Aird of a feather, Rogues together. "vl 
h He condoled my wounded condition, and comforted 
o me, by telling me that he would not leave me till I was 
's well, and that he would procure me ſuch a Plaiſter to 
the wound [ had received, that ſhould prove very ef- 
c- WO fectual. He ſtayed with me above a fortnight, enjoy 
ot ing what pleaſures the country was capable to afford us. 
d Being by ourſelves, we diſcourſed interchangeably of 
ve nothing but our adventures, &c. how we might lay new 


ve I plots for our advantage : I gave him the epitome. of 
lo MW 16, a | Ft what 
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what I had done, ſince I left him, who took more plea- 
ſure in the relation of my Rogueries, than the Quaker 
did in courting the Mare near Colcheſter. But when he 
began to relate his Villanies, I was ſtruck dumb with 
admiration ; and what cannot a man do if induced with 
the ſtrength of his natural parts, ſharpneſs of wit, 
quickneſs of apprehenſion, depth and ſolidneſs of judg- 
ment, with a tenacious memory? Now becauſe he ever 
had a ſmooth and inſinuating tongue, with the com- 
mand thereof, I ſhall give him leave to tell his own tale. 


n 2 5 4 2 32 = N 
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Dear Friend, 


For what am I beholding, it is to Nature alone; for 
as I am aſhamed of my birth, ſo I cannot condemn my 
Father for not beſtowing Education on me, ſince his 
condition was fo low, yet his ſpirit ſo high, that he 

would not beg himſelf though ready to ſtarve, however 

would permit me, which was the ſole ſupport of his and 
my life. I was ten years old before I could meet with 
any preferment ; one day fortune favouring, ſhe offer- 
cd to my view a commodity, which with confidence 
might carry off undiſcovered. My hands preſently ef- 
fected what my mind ſuggeſted ; it was but of ſmall 
value, the utmoſt I could get for it was a Link, with 
which, that night, I more than trebled what it colt. 
This courſe I followed by night, and ran an errands by 
day, ſo that I had turniſhed myſelf both with cloaths 
and money. In proceſs of time I was admitted as a Ser- 
vant into a Scrivener's houſe ; my Maſler taking a like- 
ing to me, put me to a Writing-ſchool, where being ex- 
patiated for his buſineſs, he puts me into the ſhop, and 
inſtructs me in his employment. I had not been there 
long before I made myſelf eminent, by ſtudying the 
Law, the Rudiments whereof I underſtood ſo well, as 

I xnew how to ingroſs an Indenture. This made my 

Maſter citeem me, and that eſtimation made me W 
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and being not bound his Apprentice, I thought I knew 
better things than to be his ſervant any longer, and fo 
left him. Then was I with an Attorney a while, after- 
wards with a Counſellor, till thinking I had Law enough, 
[ took an houſe, reſolving to ſee what I could do with 
it myſelf. I ſollicited ſeveral men's buſineſſes, giving a 
general content, inſomuch that my credit and reputa- 
tion increaſed daily. Now did I marry for wealth, ha- 
ving not the leaſt affection ; for her face looked like a 


gammon of bacon with the ſkin off. Sometimes I liv'> 


with her, too long for any delight I took in her; and 


being reſolv'd to be rid of her, this ſtratagem I uſed. 


| ſhewed her more kindneſs than formerly, pretending 
would do nothing but what I would confult with her 
about; which ſo wrought upon her love, that ſhe would 
have been content to have facrificed her Soul to my in- 
tereſt; and made her withal ſo opinionative, that ſhe 
judged every ſilly and unſavory G the utter'd 
was no leſs then Oracle. 

Having brought my buſineſs chus far to perfection, 1 
came home one evening very melancholy: very 9 815 
litive ſhe was to know the cauſe. My dear, (faid I) 1 
will not conceal any thing from thee; ſuch a Gentle- 
man hath injured me, and I cannot reſt till I be reveng- 
ed. Thou knoweſt my Nature, if wronged, I am im- 
placable, it is a fault I cannot help. Caen come, ſaid 
my wife, let us go to bed, and there we will conſult. 
Being there ſhe aſked me how we ſhould bring our re- 
venge about ? I ſeemed to ſtudy awhile, [ have it now, 
ſaid I, thou art with child; he is one that is tender of 
his reputation; tax him with being the Father of it, and 


that will do the work to m = full content : very loath 
[6 


ſhe was, becauſe the talk of the people; but I fatished 


this poor filly harmleſs ſoul, by telling her that as long 
as I knew her chaſte, it was no matter what others faid 


of her: whereupon ſhe condeſcended, and had the per- 
ſon before a Juſtice, where ſhe ſwore poſitively that ſhe 
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made me the more inveterate againſt him and his. 
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as got with child by that Gentleman. I preſently 


took advantage of her confeſſion, turned her off, leav. 
ing them both to the diſpoſal of the Spiritual Court.— 
This was my firſt Prank, 3 IK Ore: ai; 

One of my Clients another time, having bought a 
good handſome Tenement, had ſo much confidence as 


To put me into poſſeſſion; my Client having purchaſed 
an Eftate in the Country, was forced to be there to look 


aſter the management of his rural Affairs, for ſome cer- 
tain time; I tock this opportunity to forge a Leaſe to 
myſelf, at an eaſy Rent, from him that conſtituted me 
his Truſtee, I. ſoon found a Chapman for it, and fold 


this Leaſe, receiving a good round Fine, which had been 


2 penny - Worth indeed, had the title been good; unto 


this man I delivered poſſeſſion, who coming to his (aid 
Houſe; wonder'd to find every thing ſo contrary to his 
expectation, and demanding of the Tenant by what pow. 


er he inhabited in that dwelling, the poor man ſhewed 
him his forged Leaſe, declaring that he had paid his 
fine to ſuch a man, nominating me, who at that time 


was not to be found. The Landlord could do no leſs 
than eject him his houſe, hut finding himſelf ſo groſly 
abuſed, 


Tequired nothing for the time he was in it, but 
left. him ta the Law to require ſatisfaction of me. The 


abuſed being very much troubled he ſhould be thus de- 


ceived, made ſo ſtrict enquiry after me, and ſo unwea- 
ried in his fearch, that at laſt he found me out, who 
£aid, nothing ſhould ſerve his turn, but he would for 
this cheat have the rigor of the Law executed upon me; 


knowing of what a dangerous conſequence it was, I got 
my adverſary arreſted in an action of aThouſand Pounds, 


who wanting Bail was committed to Newgate, where 
grief releaſed me by his death from enſuing prejudice. 
I afterwaxds forged a deed of fale of an Hcuſe hard by 
the former, which would have made more for my ad- 
vantage, had not the man diſcovered my defign, which 


For 
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For this was always my temper, chill nothin 
provoke me to expreſs my anger in company (as e | 


a perfect command over my paſſions in that nature) yet 


if any durſt proſecute his own or his friends right in 
oppolition to me, I ſeldom left him till I had either 


abſolutely undone him, or ſo impoveriſhed him, that 


he ſhould be in no condition to hurt me, or help him- 
ſelf, making him at laſt confeſs that he had been better 
to have ſat down with his firſtloſs. And this I effected 
the eaſier, having a conſcience that ſcrupled nach 
and inſtruments that would fwear any thing. 
Theſe contrivances of mine made me generally repu- 


ted a ſubtil and knowing man, which brought me in 


multiplicity of buſineſs, with conſiderable incomes. 
Neither did I alone ſolliciate for ſuch as were concern'd 
in the law, but I had my .concernment with Lifters, 
who did put ſq great confidence in me, that what they 
got was left ſolely to my diſpoſal, either by ſale or pawn, 


for which I had by brokage, and ſomething elſe befides. 


Now I was grown ſo famous (my Garb adding much to 
my fame, which was very ſplendid) that if any intricate 
controverſy, reference, or law ſuit aroſe amongſt my 
neighbours, they knew no perſon fitter to make their 
appeal to, than myſelf for arbitration. If any again 


wanted either money or goods, I was judged the beſt 
procurer. By theſe means I tumbled in money; and to 


let the World know it, I wore a different fuit every day, 
having beſides habits ſuitable to any deſign. Now did 


thoſe that knew me not, even adore me; thoſe that were 
acquainted with me, out of fear were forced to ſhew me 


more than ordinary reſpects. I confeſs had I now walk- 
ed in a medium, this had been the time (as they ſay there 


is a time allatted to every man) to have made myſelf 


for ever. But knavery was ſo inplanted in my Nature, 
that I could not forbear cheating the deareſt friend [ 


had, if he intruſted me, circumvent every man that 


had more * than myſelf; and though I was fure 


ta 
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to injure both Soul and Body, yet I muſt attempt the 
deſtruction of my adverſary, and to fpeak the truth, I 
did not ſtick to betray my friend, it any advantage 
would accrue thereby. For one trick I ſerved an an- 
tient widow, I now and then find ſome internal grip- 
 Ings, I cannot tell whether they proceed from conſcience, 
becaufe I never knew what conſcience was, and this it 
is. A Gentlewoman of my acquaintance, whoſe ſole de- 
pendance was upon Lodgers, and havin 3 up a great 
many Goods to a conſiderable Value to turniſh her Houſe, 
befitting the reception of any Perſon of Quality, for 
_ which-the was indebted, and having too often put off 
her Creditors, came to me, deſiring the favour of me 
. to procure her fifty pounds, telling me that ſuch a Knight, 
and ſuch a Squire, would ſtand bound with her; that 
will not do, (faid I) for the Gentry have ſo many tricks 
to Keep Citizens put of their Money, that they will have 
better Security. Perceiving her prefent neceſſities were 
very urgent, I knew I could do any thing with her; 
therefore I perſuaded her to confeſs a judgement : ſhe 
agręeded to it. I told her ſuch a day it ſhould be done, 
but I would ſpeak with the Party firſt; according to the 
day perfix' d I came, bringing with me a warrant of At- 
torney, with a friend or two to atteſt it; ſhe confided 
fo much in me, as to ſeal before ſhe received the money. 
That being done, now come along with me (ſaid I) to 
fuch a place, where the money lyeth ready. As we were 
going, there was a ſtop in a Lane by Carts and Coaches, 
and by the help thereof I dogg'd her, ſhe ſeeing me no 
more till it was too late: for I came with an execution 
a while after, and carried away every penny-worth of 
Goods ſhe had; yet ſo civil I was, that I would not let 
her fee it done, knowing it could nat but be a great 
trouble to her, to that intent about half an hour before 
I fent for her by name, far enough diſtant, from her own 
habitation. In this nature with ſome variations as to 
the manner, I ſerved ſeveral, Knowing I had a plen- 
| t 
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tiful invention, which ſeldom failed me, I ſcorned to be 
ſo idle as to make uſe of one trick only, to bring about 
my ends, and as I had ſeveral, I never made uſe of one 
trick twice, for fear of being /moaked. I ſeldom went 
abroad, but I had ſome of my Companions at my heels, 
rarely going together, unleſs neceſſity required it. 1 
went into a Coffeehouſe one day, and ſat me down at a 
common table, a little after came in one of my Jmps, 
and ſits himſelf down too. I had then a very curious 
Ring upon my finger, which a Gentleman oppoſite to 
me perceiving, pray Sir (ſaid he) do me the favour to 
lend me a fight of that Ring on your linger; I preſent- 
| ly delivered it him; having viewed it and comented on 
it, my Rogue muſt needs deſire a ſight of it too from 
this Gentleman, who thinking no harm, gave it into his 
hands; after he had looked on it a while, he fairly march- 
ed off with it: I ſaw him, but would not in the leaſt 
take notice thereof, knowing where to find him. 'They 
imagined nothing to the contrary, but that the right 
owner had received it again. A little while after, I 
demanded very courteoully my Ring, excuſing his 
detenſion thereof upon the account of forgetfulneſs. 
The Gentleman ſtarting, replied, Sir, I thought you had 
it long ſince. I told him I had it not; and as I deliver- 
ed it to him, I ſhould require it from no other perſon. 
He puſhed at it, and in the concluſion bid me take my 
courſe ; and ſo I did, having firſt taken witneſs of the 
ſtanders by, I ſued him, and recovered the value of my 
ring twice over ; producing two in Court that {wore 
point blank, that the one of them ſold it me for io 
much. One thing I confeſs, I frequently made uſe of, 
which was this; If any perſon died, and none durſt ad- 
- miniſter, but Jeave the deceaſed's Goods to the Credi- 
tors, then would I be ſure to make myſelf a principal 
_ Creditor by a forged Bond, and thereupon ſue out let- 
ters of adminiſtration, and ſweeying all away, I wiped 
the noſe of other Creditors. 
EE ; I went 
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I went one time to ſee a Priſoner in Ludgate, but 


thinking to come out again as eaſily asT went in, but I 
found myſelt juſt as the Picture I have often ſeen upon 
the Exchange, wherein is repreſented a man plunging 
himſelf with much eaſe into the great end of the Horn, 


but with the greateſt difficulty can hardly ſqueeze his 


head through The other end. Hell Gates ſtand ever 
open to let all ſouls in, but none are ſuffered to go out. 
Here I waited two hours for the return of the Turnkey, 
fretting myſelf even to death for being detained from 


| my urgent occaſions. At length he came: I told him 
what an injury he did me: inſtead of See e himſelf, 


he returned me bad language, which provoked my paſ- 
kon fo much, that though I ſaid little, yet my invention 
was preſently at work to be revenged. A 

Not long after I got a poor fellow to be arreſted: for 
an inconſiderable debt, adviſing him to turn himſelf in- 
itantly over to Ludgate. In a ſhort time the poorneſs 
ot this man's condition was generally known, and he 


himſelf pretending he was almoſt ſtarved, got liberty to 


put in what flender ſecurity he could procure for his 
true impriſonment, and ſo had leave to go abroad. In 
the mean time I had got a Bond of the priſoner for Sol. 
rog the payment of forty, and ſo went paivately and en- 
tered an action of debt. I told the priſoner the next 
time he went out he ſhould run away, which he did, 
neither was there any ſecurity. to be found ; then did | 
bring my action againſt the Keeper, with my Knights of 
the Pet, and 10 recovered the money. wi 
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That a freak he played upon a Feweller, He puts a notable | 


Cheat upon a Gentleman concerning his Houſe. How be 
cheated .a Scrivener under the pretence of bringing hint 
good Security for an Hundred Pound which he borrowed. 
| How he ꝛbas fevenged on a Broker for arreſting him. for 
fome Goods he had paſt his word for upon his friends ac- 
count. How he cozened a rich Uſurer and a young Tradeſ- 
man. He diſcovers: the Subtlety of ſome Citizens he had 
to do with, by brokering for them, relating his own craft 
and gunning, and what the conſequent was, the ruin of 
young Gentlemen. 


WAS r acquainted with a ſeweller in F:er- 
lane, whom J often helped to the ſale of Rings and 
Jewels, ſo that my credit was very good with him. Be- 


ing one time in his work-room, I chanced to ſpy a very 


rich Jewel, whereupon I told him I could help him to 
the ſale thereof; my lady ſuch a one having lately ſpoke 
to me about ſuch a thing. He gladly delivered it to me 


at ſuch a price to ſhew 1 it her. But I only carried it to 


another to have one exactly made like it with counter- 
feit ſtones. Before I went, I aſked him if the lady diſ- 
liked it, whether I might leave it with his Wite or Ser- 
vant? (he ſaid) either will be ſufficient. I was forced to 
watch a whole day to ſeg when he went out; and being 
gone, preſently went to the ſhop, and enquired of his 
Wife for her Huſband ; ſhe anſwered me, he was. but 


juſt gone. Well, Madam (aid I) you can do my buſi- 
neſs as well as he, tis only to deliver theſe ſtones into 
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Four cuſtody; and ſo went ny way. Not long after ! 
met him in the ſtreets, carrying diſpleaſure in his looks: 
Sir (faid he) I thought a friend would not have ſerved 
me ſo; but I denied it ſtifly. Whereupon he was very 
angry, and told me he would ſue me; I valued not his 
threats, and ſo left him; I had not gone many paces be- 
fore I met with a friend, that complained to me he had 
loſt a very valuable Locket of his Wives, it being ſtolen 
from her. Glad TI was that this ſhould fall out ſo pat to 
my ptirpoſe; I aſked him to give me a deſcription of it, 
Which he did punctually. Now faid I, what will you 
give me, if I tell you where it is? Any thing in reaſon. 
Then go to ſuch a ſhop in Fgſter- lane (the ſame ſhop where 
I cheated the man of his Ring) and there aſk peremptorily 
for it; I was there at ſuch a time and ſaw it, and that he 
would have had me to help him to a Cuſtomer for it; Pl 
ſtay at the Stir Tavern 5 you. Away he went and 
demanded his Locket : 'The Jeweller denied he had any 
ſuch thing. Upon this he returned to me, and (by 
» this I had another with me) told me what he ſaid. 
Whereupon I adviſed him to have a Warrant for him 
and to carry him to a Juitice of Peace, and that I and 
my friend would ſwear it. The Goldſmith was inſtant- 
ty ſeized by a Conſtable, and as ſoon as he ſaw who they 
were that would iwear againſt him, deſired the Gentle- 
man to drink a glaſs of wine, and then tendered him ſa- 
tisfaction : But I had ordered the buſineſs that it would 
not be taken unleſs he would give us all three a general 
releaſe. He knowing the danger that might enfue to 
Life and Eſtite if we perſiſted, readily contented to the 
propofal. BER | 
Walking one time in the Fields with an Attendant or 
two, who would be conſtantly before me, if in com- 
pany with any perions of quality, but otherwiſe, Ale 
E fellow <ccll met; I was Fot as far as Hackney, ere I thought 
wherel was; for my thoughts were buſted about de- 
© figns, and my wit was ſhaping them into form; caſting . 


my 
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my eye on the one ſide of me, 1 faw the neateſt bullt 


and well ſituated houſe, that ever eyes beheld. I pre- 
ſently had a deſire to be Maſter thereof: I was then, as 


Fortune would have it, in a very genteel Garb ; I walk- 
ed but a little way further, and ſoon found out a Plot 
to accompliſh my defires. And thus it was : I returned 
and knocked at the Gate, and demanded of the Servant 
whether his Maſter was at home? I underſtood he was, 
and thereupon deſired ta ſpeak with him. The Gen- 
tleman came out to me himſelf deſiring me to walk in, 
After I had made a general Apology, I told him my bu- 
3 to requeſt the favour of him, that 
[ might have the a to bring a Workman to Su- 
perviſe his houſe, and to take the dimenſions thereof 
becauſe I was ſo well pleaſed with the building, that 1 : 
eagerly deſired to have one built exactly after the pat- - 
tern. The Gentleman could do no leſs than to grant 
me ſo ſmall a civility. Coming home, I went to a Car- 
penter, telling him was about buying a houſe at Hac- 
ney, and that I would have him accompany me to give 
me the eſtimate. Accordingly we went, and found the. . 


Gentleman at home, who entertained me kindly as a 


ſtranger, In the mean time the Carpenter took an ex- 
act account of the bounds of the houſe on a et. ; which 
was as much as I deſired for that time. | 
Paying the Carpenter, I ditmiſt him, and by that pa- 
per had a leaſe drawn with a very great fine (mentioned 
to have been paid) at a ſmall rent; Witnefles thereunto | 
I could not want, Shortly after I demanded poſleſſion, 
The Gentleman thinking me out of my ſenſes, only - 


laughed at me: I commeneed my ſuit againſt him; and 
brought my own Creatures to {wear the ſealing: and de- 


livering of the Leaſe, the Carpenter's, evidence, with 
many other probable Circumſtances ta ſtrengthen my 
cauſe ; whereupon I had a Verdict: the Gentleman un- 


derſtanding what I was, thought it fafer to compound 
with me, and toe ſomething, rather than loſe all. 


S Attiring 
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Attiring myſelf in one of the richeſt Garbs I had, I 


went to a Scrivener in Bow-/ane, acquainted him I had 


occaſion for 100], He demanded the names of my Se- 


| curity. I told him where they lived, two perſons of 


r 


eminent Worth (whom I knew were gone into the 


country) and deſired him to make enquiry, but in it to 


be private and modeſt. The Scrivener according to my 
deſires went and found them by report, to be what they 
were, real, able, and ſufficient men. Two ar three 
days after I called upon him to know whether I might 
have the money upon the Security I propounded. He 
told me I might, bringing the perſons; and appointed 
me a day. According to the time I came with two of 
my accomplices attired hke Wealthy grave Citizens, 


who perſonated ſuch perſons to the life, that the Scrive- 


ner could not entertain the leaſt ſuſpicion. The money 
being ready, I told it over, and put it up in a bag, Iand 
my inſigniſicant Bondſmen ſeated, leaving the Scrivener 

to another enquiry after us, whom, if he did not meet, 
I was confident he could never find out by reaſon of our 
feigned names. It chanced that my forged and ſictious 
name ſhook hands with that of a Gentleman in Surry, 
who was a great purchaſer, which I came to know by 
being accidentally in his company the next night after 1 
had cheated this credulous Scribe, underſtanding like- 
wiſe from him the exact place of his abode; and as the 
Devil would have it, his Chriſtian name was the ſame, 
as well as his Sirname, with that of mine I had borrow- 
ed, Whereupon I went tothe Scrivener again, and told 
him that now ] had a fair opportunity to deni myſelf 
very much by a purchaſe, provided he could aſſiſt me 


With 2ool. more. But Sir, faid 1, take notice (in à care- 


leſs and generous frankneſs) that it is out of a particu- 
lar reſpect to you, that you might profit by me what [ 
come again, neither will 1 give you any other Security 
than my own Bond, though 1 did otherwiſe before. But 
it you deſire to be ſatisfied as to my Eftate, pray let your 

CO TE Servant 
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Servant go to fuch a place in Surrey, there is a pięce of 
Gold to bear his charges, and I will ſatisfy you farther: 


tor the loſs of your Servants time. He heing greedy of | : 7 


gain, very offticioufly promiſed to do what | i required, 
and would ſpeedily give me an anſwer. Imagining what 
time his Servant would return, I repaired to him again, 
and underſtogd from him by the ſequel that he receiv- 
ed as much fatisfaction as any man in reaſon could re- 
quire. Hereupon I had on my own Bond the money 
paid me. I cannot but laugh to think how ftrangely. 
the Surry Gentleman was ſurprized when the Money be- 


came due and demanded of him, and how like the fi> , | | 
gure of man in hangings the Scrivener looked wien he 


| found himſelf cheated. 


Notwithſtanding I daily thus, . one. or other, 


procuring thereby conſiderable ſums of Money, yet, 2 by 
Drinking, Whoreing, and defending myſelf from ſac 
as I had wronged, I ſeldom kept any Money by me. One 


day as I walked the ſtreets ſecurely as I thought, a feb- 


low faſtned his Fleſb Hooks on my ſhoulder. Looking 


about to ſee what this ſudden clap meant, I ſaw a fellow 

behind me, whoſe face looked ten times worſe than thou 

Philiſtines that are pictured on Chimney pieces, ſeizing 

upon Sampſon ; his mouth was as large vaulted as that 
within Alderſgate; his viſage was almoſt eaten throygh- 2. 
with pock-holes, every hole ſo big, that they would !. 
have ſerved for children to play at Cherry-pit; his noſe 
reſembed an hand- ſaw; take both head and face toge- 
ther, and it appeared like the Saricens on Snow-hill 31 
queſtionlẽſs ſome Incubus begot him on a Witch. Ha- 
ing a little recovered myſelf from my amen I-49 


alked him what his buſineſs was with me? He poke 


but little, leaving his errand to his Mace (which he pre- 5 
ſented to me) to relate. Away 2 carried me to Hod. 


/treet, at the King's Head, from thence I tent for Bail, 


which ſpecdily came to me: having put in Bail to ones 
Action, I found another entered . done the like 
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| company, therefore thanking my friends for the trou- 
ble I put them to, defiring them to leave me, reſolving. 
to go to Ludgate, The two Sergeants that arreſted me,' - 
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I found Gather, half a dozen more bearing it 


conducted me thither, having my name entered in the 
Paper-houſe, as horſes in Smithfield are in the Tole-booth ; 
Cerberus turned the Key, and ſet the door wide open as 


- Heſtmin/ter Hall Gate in the Term-time to Country Cli- 
Ents, to receive me from my hell guides, which puts 


me in mind of that old Verſe, 
Nie atque dies patet atria Janna dilis, 


I na ſooner was entered inzo this enchanted iſle, where 


ſome lie Wind-bound ſome debe! ſeven years together, 


but a fellow (whom at ſirſt fight I took to be a Gardiner, 


becauſe he had a kind of a Readiſh-beard, and turned 


up) came to me, and underſtanding I was a Priſoner, 


proyed; I demanded of him who ſhould be my bed- 


the ſkin of his body been like that of his face, it would 
” have ſerved very well when he was dead to make cloak- 
bags of. Not content with this lodging, I ſought out 
another ; liking it ſome what better than the former, I 


54. itched on it. As ſoon as they underſtood my reſolu- 
. they worried me preſently like angry Maſtiffs, 
+ barking for their Garniſh ; I told them they ſhould have 
it to-morraw, at which they grumbled like the oreateſt 
| Strings of a Baſe-Fiddle, Before I went to bed I muſt 


Pay 


= ſeemed mighty courteous, proffering me his Chamber, 
for my Garniſh ſake. I accepted his kindneſs, and went 
with him to view this Cobweb-hung Chamber, for ſo it 


fellow? that Gentleman there Sir, ſaid he, that fits by 
the fire fide: I could not forbear ſmiling, for he was 2 
fat fquobby fellow, though his brain ſeemed to be lean. 
= believe he was his own Barber, and was forced to. 


make ule of a knife inſtead of a razor; for his beard 
was cut round like a rubing bruſh. Certainly, had all 
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three hundred Miles, and out of much civility my 


| bed-fellow brought me a candle not ſo long as his noſe to 


light me to bed. | 

The next morning I made it my / buſineſs to get out 
as ſoon as I could, ſome I paid, others 1 non-ſuited, and 
ſo got clear. 

Being out I reſolved not to reſt till l had revenged my- 
{elf on this Broker that had thus troubled me. I need- 
ed not means, for the Devil ſeldom failed to help my 
inventions. I pretended to go into the country, and in 
order to it, packed up a trunk of what I had molt va- 
lnable and portable, and getting a Porter, ſent it to an 
inn, where a Norwich carrier uſed to lie, but I knew 
him to be gone the day before. Going along witi: the 
Porter, I enquired for ſuch a carrier, but they told me. , 
he was gone, and would not return till the next weck 
{ aſked them where I might lay my trunk ſafe : they 
ſhewed me a room; where bidding the Porter fit down, 
called for ſome Beer, telling the Porter that I would 
have him to be a Witneſs of what there was in the | 
Trunk, leſt I ſhould be diſfioneſtly dealt by; thereupon 
[ unlocked it, defiring him to take notice, which he 
did, and to be more ſure took an inventory in writing. 
Having pauſed a little, now I think upon it (faid I) Por- 
ter, it will not be ſafe to leave this here in a public-houle, - - 
25 in a friends, therefore prethee go buy a Cord, and. 
thou ſhalt carry it elſewhere. Whilſt he was gone, L 
took out the chiefeſt things and put in rubbiſh, or What 
could get, and ſo lock ed it again. The Porter return- 


ing, we corded the Trunk, and carried it to this Broker, 


wio took it kindly from me, that I would entruſt him 


after our controverſy, and received it. The next week: 


told him I would call for it, in order to the ending it 


into the country. The time being come, I took the 


lame Porter with me, and demanding the Trunk, it 


Was torthwith delivered me. Come Porter, {aid I, you 
Hm nie 


pay for a pair of ſheets: that never came nigh Tolland 
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"I muſt uncord it again, for I have preſent 11 for e 
tbing therein contained; which being done, I ſeeming- 
Iy amazed, cryed out I was robbed, taking the Broker 
for ſo doing, vilifying him for his knavery. He pro- 
teſted that he never looked on it to his knowledge ſince 
the receipt thereof. Well Sir (ſaid 1) this ſhall not 
ſerve your turn, this honeſt Porter knows how difſer- 
ently it is fraught from what he ſaw it at firſt. . In a 
ſeeming heart J left him, but before he ſlept, I ſent a 
couple of Serjeants to him, who arreſted him; comin 
to. tryal, by the aſſiſtance of two ( reſolved Jurors) 
and this Porter, I overthrew him, and recovered above 
- forty pounds, beſides coft of ſuit. 
Being reſolved to go and look out ſome of my Con- 
forts to rejoice together for my good ſucceſs in my ad- 
vantageous revenge, I met with an old Comrade that 
had lately heaved a Booth, Angelic, broke open a Shop, 
who told me he had a quantity of good commodities, 
and deſired to put them off for him, knowing that! 
dealt in brokage goods, directly come ber Promiſed 
him I would. 

7 he next day he Sore what he had into my 1 7 


in:/tantly carr ied them to an Uſurer that would graſp at any 


Hing, telling tim JI only defired to Mortgage them for ſuch a 
time, reque/tinz to lend me fifty pounds thereon. He looking 
upon them to be thrice the value of that ſum, lent me freely the 
quantity of money prepounded, and in my fight took the goods, 
7nd laid them in à place next his bed-chamber. The ſame day 
I met with this friend, «ho demanded of me whether T had 
None His buſenc/s '? Ne, not yet, 1 Folia it will be to-mor- 


rew firſt : Hoco ver let us drink a-glaſs of wine, which be . 


7 mY conſented to. Having drank pretty ſmat 10%, be could 

f contain hinfelf C ſo powerful are the operations of Wine, 
ad it freauently makes a man devulge that,<hich carricth in it 
inevitable ruin I ay he told me whoſe Shop it was he rob- 
bed, and at <what time. I ſcemed to take but little notice then, 


though I intended te make good uſe of it, Parting with him, 


f I <oent 
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lwent ſtraightway to the perſon robbed, wid told him 


ſeized, leaving the old man to condole his loſs, which 


next day the commodities were ſent in with his Servant, 
who expected his money, but I pretended my Banker 
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that accidentally I was informed of his late leſs, and 
that my intent of coming was out of a principle of ho- 
neſty, to aſſiſt him in the recovery of what was ſtolen 
from him. But before I acquainted him with any thing, 
] required of him a Bond of 10l. if I helped him to his 
Goods; which he granted me. I adviſed him to get 
the Lord Chief Juſtices Warrant, which he did, and 
taking ſome friends with him, I directed him where they 
ſhould go, and in what place they ſhould find them. 
He would have had me gone with him, but that I ex- 
cuſed myſelf, alledging it would be inconvenient. Tak- 
ing a Conſtable with them, they went and found what 
they ſought for according to my direction, which they 


had been no great matter, had not his life lain in his 
Purſe. ; | = 
Having thus carried on my miſchievous contrivances 
with continued impunity; the next I fell on was a young 
Merchant, to whom I went, with a foot-boy at my heels. 
looked out ſeveral commodities, and laid them aſide, 
aſſuring him that I would e're long lay out a conſidera- 
ble parcel of money with him. We diſcourſed upon 
the price, and in the concluſion cloſed. They next day 
I appointed the Goods to be ſent home to my houſe, 
and in the intrim defired him to go along with me, and 
accept of what poor accommodation my habitation 
would afford him, under the pretence of being better 
acquainted, but my deſign was to raiſe in him a good 
opinion of me, for I had one room very richly hung 
with coftly Furniture. My motion was entertained, 
and away we went, where I treated him nobly ; the 


was abroad and ſo deſired him to call the next morning; 
he did, but then I was not to be ſpoken with. Thus he 
did ſo often till the young man was weary. At laſt the. 

11, | HK: r 


» 2 * * « #- * * * N . — — ” Vo & o 1 mung "72, 9% = — — 
2 12 * 0 a, 
CO RED 2 2 2 — ,, 7 Wirth «4 * nee 8 Dre rr — 2 
. 0 7 


* Ie ee agar - » 


—_— 


r 
2 


—— 4442 2 — 4 ts ———— ͤ —„kↄ 4 
3 ' 
a ' k 4 
S * 
on 


( 242 ) 


Maſter himſelf came, who met me - juſt as I was going 
out; who had not the patience to aſk for his money, 
but preſently. railed moſt bitterly, calling me cheat, 
knave, &c. and that he would not put himſelf to the 
trouble of poſting me up, but would have a Warrant 
for me inſtantly. 

Being gone, I was as nimble as himſelf, having a cou- 
ple of my Emiſſaries ready for him againſt his return. 
It was not long before he came ſtruting with a Conſta- 
ble. Perceiving him coming, I ſent my two friends 
out with their Warrant, and putting it into the Conſta- 
ble's hand, charged him in the King's name to execute it 
upon. fuch a one, meaning the Merchant; who durſt 
not deny it, but carried him before a Juſtice, before 
whom my two Rogues ſwore flat felony, and ſo was 
committed. Sending for friends, they adviſed him to 
make an end of it. Whereupon I was much ſolicited; 
and upon conſideration J conſented to cauſe my friends 
to forbear proſecution. 

As yet J have not fully unbowell'd the * bulk of 
my villany, that hath proved ſo burthenſome to the 
World, and deſtructive to ſo many Families; therefore 

give me leave a little further to anatomie my own vici- 
ous nature, and I ſhall ſo lay open the Ulcers and Sores 
of my Impoſtumed Machinations, apparent to the fight 
of every one, that the moſt Owl eyed ſpectator ſhall 
confeſs there never was a more neceſſary and « commo- 
dious diſcovery revealed. 

Brother ſaid 1, for ſo muſt I call you now, yaur 
_ deeds claiming that title, and muſt be compelled I tee 

to give you ſeperiority, the upper hand, for I am confi- 
dent the line of other men's inventions never pounded 
the Sea of a more deep and dreadfnl miſchief. Whenl 
conſider how powerful and imperious vice is of late 
grown; and what horrid facts are committed every 
where by licencious and wicked men that ſwarm in all 
places: I admire that the Fabrick of the Earth is not. 
continually 


Mercer. Returning me many thanks, it may be he 


% 


1 


* 


N 
* * 


continually deſtroyed by Farthquakcs, ſince there is a 


Creator above that overſees ſuch actions. That the 
Larth itſelf (though an indulgent Mother) doth not re- 
ccive into her Womb her off ſpring, and therein for 


- ſhame hide them: that the air is not choaked with Fogs, 


and that black pitchy miſts do not perpetually maſk-the 
face of Heaven, and leave the World in obſcurity ;-and 
that the Sun doth not hide its face from ſeeing ſuch 
enormous crimes, blacker then is the Eclipſe of her 
countenance : and laſtly, that the Sea is not turned in- 


to blood to put us in mind of the cruel and remorſeleſs 


uſages of one another; our kindneſs being commonly 
attended with diſcourteſies of a Vermilion hue. Thus 
Brother you ſee J am ſenſible of my miſcarriages, but 
want the power to regulate my life, I would have pro- 
ceeded, but that I found this diſcourſe grafted in his 
ears; therefore I deſired him to proſecute his ſtory, - 
which he did in this manner. 

Like an Hawk as I told you, I flew at all Game, not 
confining myſelf to any one thing particularly; where. 


1 could abuſe the Law, I did; and if I had an oppor- 


tunity to Trapan, I ſeldom failed. Some part of my 


time I ſpent in the enquiry of what young Heirs were 


arrived, into whoſe ſociety I was ſure by one means or 
other to inſinuate myſelf. Theſe Country Woodcocks 


 Iknew how to catch with a City Spring; whom I very 


well underſtood, had rather be out of the world than 


out of the faſhion, who would be brave for the preſent 


time, though their gallantry colt them their fortunes, 
commonly laid my plot thus: Sir, you undervalue 


yourſelf by the meanneſs of your habit, it being ſo un- 


ſuitable to your quality: If you want money, you can- 
not want credit, having a fair promiſing eſtate in rever- 
ſion; if you are willing, I will find you out a believing 
would be in ſuch haſte as to ſend me preſently. He 
could not be ſo eager to have his gaudy deſires ſatisſied, 
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as I for ward to accompliſh them. I knew where to go 
readily to one, with whom I went ſhips; in fo faying, 
I would not have any think I throw dirt upon that no. 
ble profeſſion. . | 
If I diſcover the fraud of any. particular perſon, as 
long as I name him not, I do him no wrong; but if! 
detect by what deceitful and ſiniſter means he worketh 
upon the infirmity a youth of a green witted gallant, it 
may ſerve for an uſe of inſtrucklon. In the moſt famous 
Univerſities, there. ſome dunces reſide, that by dil- 
racing themſelies, diſgrace alſo their fellow Students, 
n the moſt virtuous Courts there will be ſome Para- 
ſites. So in the moſt goodly and glorious City under 
Heaven's Canopy, there are ſome Aſps lurking, that 
ſting the reputation of their Brethren by their poiſon- 
ous corrupt dealings. There are knayes in all trades 
but book: ſelling „ ET. 
But to my purpoſe: A young Gentleman coming 
out of Norfolk to ſee the city, and finding ſo many 
(beneath him in eſtate) gallant ſo much above him, he 
grew very melancholly ; happening to be in his compa- 
ny, and indifferently well acquainted with him, I aſked 
him the cauſe of his fadneſs? after I had preſt him very 
much, he ingeniouſly confeſt the true original of his 
penſiveneſs. Piſh, ſaid I, is that all? let me alone to 
effect what you deſire; neither ſhall you wait longer 
than to-morrow, Leaving my gentleman, away I went 
to a perſon fit for my purpoſe, and gave him an account 
of my buſineſs; glad he was, and thanked me for my 
pains, promiling me a reward, and would needs have 
fair, Haying conclud- 
ed every thing, I repaired the next day to my gentle- 
man, who over-Joyed to ſee me, was impatient to know 
whether his withes were conſummated. Come ,glong 
with me, faid I, and we will try what we can do. ! 
have been very importunate with the Mercer, but as 
yet | cannot molify him; it may be your preſence may 
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do much. Finding him i in the ſhop, I called him aide; - 
and told him this was the gentleman. My young gen- 
tleman, that would be a callant preſently, fell aboard 
him, and with much fervency and proteſtations he 
wooed the Mercer to credit him with thirty pounds 
worth of commodities. I called him aſide, ſaying, 
zrhat will thirty pounds worth do? take up a hundred 
pounds worth, and what you uſe not, Ile diſpoſe by 
ſale, to furniſh your pockets with money. He thanked 
me kindly for my adviſe, and returned to the Mercer, 
who aſked him if he ſhould credit ſo much, what 
ſecurity would he propound? this ſtruck, my young gen- 
tleman as mute as cods-head. The Mercer perceiving 
he had nothing to ſay, plead the ropemaker, being ex- 
treme backward to truſt him, bonds he refuſed, judge- 
ments he would not hear of, ſtatutes he ſcorned; for, 
ſaid he, gentlemen of law have found out ſo many 
tricks to cozen their creditors ( I by the ſame means 
having had ſeveral collops cut from the body of my ef- 
tate ) that I will not credit any more; whereas he ſpoke 
this to grind the blunt appetite of my commodity-taker 
into a ſharper edge, and make him more greedy of his 
own ruin, imitating in this a cunning and deceitful, 
though perfilant and wanton curtezan, who is nice when 
a ſick brained young gallant importunes her ready to 
admit to his amorous kindneſs, only to make him more 
herce upon his confuſion ; holding him of like a fencer, 
a month or two, that he may come up the more round- 
ly to her purpoſe. But the matter: My gentleman Wl 
being as it were denied, I ſeconded him thus: Sir, you 
know not what you do in refuſing to credit this Rente FB 2M 
man; he js his father's heir, a man of a vaſt eſtate, VB 
and very aged; This, his ſon is about 2 very great 
match, a rich heireſs; and though he has not money 
for the preſent, yet let him have an hundred pounds 
worth of commodities, you need not doubt your pay: 
ment ; and it will do wy. at this preſent a thoutand 
| I. 
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pounds worth of wood. The mercer began to hearken 


to this, and proteſted to my green gooſe that he would 
be glad to do any a pleaſure, to as not to injure himſelf; 
that if he could but poſſeſs him with a belief that he 
thould have his money in fix months, he would freely 


let him have one hundred pounds worth of what he 
pleaſed. The young gentleman proteſted it, and I war- 
ranted it; and the mercer (though ſeemingly loath) 


condeſcended, upon this proviſo ſtill, that he ſhould 
procure ſome man elſe to be bound with him, as good 
as himfelf; for, Fad he, we are all mortal, and not 
having a leaſe? = our lives, we may die Bere to- 
morrow ; where then is my hundred pounds? Signior 
Unthrift is once more put to his nonplus; but at length 


he fell to entreat me to do it, who would not by any 


means; and ſo we parted. He would not let me reſt 


for two or three days together; ſo that at laſt, provided 
he would give me ten pounds I agreed, and ſo we went 


again to the mercer, and I entering into bonds, we had 
0 commodities. Having made my young gentleman 
abfolute gallant, I went to ſell what was left, of 


which I made about forty pounds, but I made my gal- | 


lant to be contented with thirty pounds, alledging, 
that when goods came once to be fold, they will not 


yield the money of what they colt, though new; and 


out of that thirty pound, had my ten pound, for ſure. 


tyſhip. Thus I perſuaded him to be very well ſatisſted. 
He revels about, whilſt I was contriving to leave him as 
bare of means as brains. Now.doth my mercer dream 
of nothing. but his pay-day , which he hoped would be 
broken. The time being expired, and my young no- 
vice not minding it, the mercer invited him to a dinner 
in Fiſh-itreet. Dinner being almoſt ended, for a third 
courſe came up a couple of Terjcants ſtewed with mace, 
who arreſted him at the ſuit of the founder of the feaſt. 
Not procuring Bail, he was carried to the Compter, 
where he lay {ome time, His friends hearing of it, en- 


deayoured 
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deavoured to get him out, by. ſuing out an Auditaque- 
rela. My mercer hearing of that, adviſed with me 


what was beſt to be done. Agree, ſaid I, with ſome 


officer in the Exchequer, and turn the debt over to the 


King, pretending you owe him ſo much money; for 
the Chancery will not or cannot allow any thing in ſuch 


a caſe againſt his Majeſty. He ſo doing, did his bulk 
neſs for the preſent. 


Thus have I read, when Jews have bought a red- 


haired body, at firſt they cloath him in ſilks, raviſhing 


him with all the delights that can be thought on, never 


have muſick from his ears, or banquets from his taſte; 
and thus uſe him till they ſee he is plump, fat, and fit 
for their purpoſe: But when the poor boy leaſt thinks 


of his imminent ruin, he is taken by a brace of flaves, 


and tied up by the heels, fo beaten by degrees to death 
with cudgels, purging the rankeſt poiſon out of his 


mouth, and making money of his mouth. I ſhall leave 
it to the reader to make applicaticn. In ſhort, I per- 


juaded the mercer to take a bond of five hundred 


pounds of his priſoner, to be paid after his father's _ 
ceaſe. This Widgeon being in the nets, ſealed to a 

thing for his liberty. He was not the firſt ſo ſerved by 
thouſands, and that is the reaſon there are ſo many 


creſted Citizens; for gentlemen being beggared by their 
extortion, they have no other means than to fall in with 


their wives, purchaſing from them a ſupply. This is it 
that makes the road every where ſo full of highwaymen, 
who will borrow of men when they have little mind to 
lend, but not without giving them bonds. This makes 
1 yburn the Metropolitan, and other petty gallows, 


have ſo many hangers on; and this is the cauſe ſo many _ 
ſuch Citizens ſons are plagued afrer their father's death, 
as their Father when living have plagued others. Theſe 


are the Boars that plow up whole Acres, nay fields of 
Gentlemen's lands with their fnouts. Thetz are the 
Swine that cat op whole Orchards; and theſe are they, 

wave 


, v * * » 
n rr * x e 
» To * : — 48.5948 4 n YO" 4 fs * 2 
1 FX Tix 4 % cox hv * 1 4 OS. = 25 2; . oy 2 WY 7 
n 1 „ F E 2 mo” &; * 0 M 8 Ty F . _ a I 
oo 1 7 d Js ok JO. UE OE DO EO TOY 4 a 


ö — 
" x o 
* 
RM 
# .. 
o 7 
1 3 
4 
— 
* 

„ 

8 
* 

, 74 

; 1 

2 * 

TP 
7 
| rs 
12 
£6 
A 
*. 
= 
=. 
1 
: 3-3 
ry 
© as 
Wc 
8 
1 
. 
kr. 
1 o 

8 bY ** 

— Fa 

P + | 
1 

= 

- * 6 

1 
a 1 

: 2 

. 5 * 

1 

: N 
» ISA 

* 2 \ \ 

r 

13 * 18 

K td 
EEE 
—_— * 

< 9 1 

. mo. 

» 

i as * 

5 15 

4 Ee 
1 

kg 

* 

4 1 
a" = 

44- £ 
- RR 

= "2 

4 e. 7 

=. 9 

— iz k. 2 
8 
Ts - 
bt 

8 * 

: - 2 
Sq 5 
1 
8 

: = 
7 

wm 
*- SY 
>= 

«87 : 

»* 2588 

* * 

* 

n 

* 2 

* * 4 4 

* = 
8B 
* _ ®. 
"38 

* 2 * g _ 
+ 2 

we l 

* J 
+ 
_. 

- » - 

: a> > © 

= EN 
83 * 

2 508 

AY "Is 8 

7 3 4 ba 

| F 

7 * 

q , 

N ky, 

„ z 

: $%; © 

? " 

8 3 

: E 

; 4 
3 

N Sr. 


\ „ 


2 


= — — 


— , 4 1 - . & 6 220 0 
"225" we 3 
* NM 


(248) 


whoſe fiery conſciencies drink up whole Fiſſi-· ponds at a 


draught ; and laſtly, they are the Hurricanes that root 
up the trees of whole Woods together. From ſuch, J. 
bera nos Domine: | þ 

To conclude, take this as an infallible Maxim, that 


the worſt of. Creditors are either very rich or very poor 


men. The rich man can ftay for his) Money, and fo 
will have all or none; the poor will have no pity, nor 
indeed can they, fince the debt may be all they are 


. 


worth. 
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How he inſinualed himſelf into the acquaintance. of all he 
thought he cauld prey upon, and what tricks he uſed to 
build his intereſt upon their ruin. How he could make Ink 
that would diſappear from the Paper, according as he 

| pleaſed, by the ſtrength or weakneſs of the compoſitions 

His imitating exactly both Hand and Seal: ; A remarkable 
Story thereupon: How he cheated a young Citizen newly 

ſet up and an Upholſterer. He is at laſt met with, and 
laid up in priſon by one of his Creditors. The abuſes and 
tricks Sergeants uſe to arreſt men. Laſtly, he eſcaped by 
putting a trick upon the Keeper. os 185 


| OW can that Tyrant flouriſh in his common- 
1 wealth when the foundation of his Reign was 
built on the Sepulcher of the right and lawful heir he 
murdered? And how can.thoſe proſper, whoſe rife is 
reared from other mens ruin ? ſuch was I, who having 
oftentimes been gulled by knaves, turned knave my- 
{elf, and did as greedily hunt after ſuch I could make a 
prey of (to repair the loſs I had ſuſtained by others) as 
the Devil doth after Uſurers Souls, being on therr death 
beds, reſolving to live like a Bandite on the ſpoil. Lake 
an old ſoldier having been beaten to the World, 1 
began to Summon up all my ſenſcs and my idle brains to 
a ſtrict account, how, to get that up. again, my riot 
and folly had {pent ; and thinking I had no way to reco- 
ver myſelf, but by what ruined me, I did caſt about 
me, and fiſhed after this manner. I prepared my lines, . 
provided baits, and made ready my hooks, which had 
ſuch conſtant and firm haits, that after I had ſtruck a 
Gudgeon in the Gills, I was ſure to hold him though I 
11. 1 ſuffered 
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him to play a little in the ſtream. The Flouds I daily 

frequented, were cither the Temple, Ordinaries, Play. 
houſes, Cockpits, Brothels, or Taverns, leaving no 
place unſearched, wherein, their might be any thing 

worthy a bait. If fuch FT found, Hike a ſhadow I was 
never from his heels, but followed him cloſe, eſpecially 
if he was à young Country Gentleman, whom his Fa- 
ther had fent up to ſee faſhions in the City: and rather 
than he ſhould go out as raw as he came in, I failed not 

to ſeaſon him in one of the City powdering tabs. Firſt, 
I made it my buſineſs to know what his Father allow- 
ed him; then would I ftudy his natural diſpoſition and 
inclination, and accordingly ſuit myſelf to him, ſo that 
by my behaviour towards him, he ſhould look upon 
me to be his Maſculine Szweet-heart, his boſom friend, 
and that like Hypocrites twins, we muſt needs hve and 
dic together. Having accordingly by much fweat and 
induſtry, adopted and fitted him to my humour and 
and purpoſes, wrought him to ſuch a foft and waxen 


= temper, that I could make what impreffion I pleaſed on 


him, I brovght him acquainted with ſome of my ac- 


E complices, who all vailed honour to him, invited him 


from Tavern to Tavern, not letting him ſpend one 
penny; and if he wanted Money, I would ſupply him 
with four or five pound. 3 
I fancying he enjoys more delights than the Turt”'s 
Puradiſe affords ; - and withall magnifieth himſelf not a 
title graced, to be entertained among ſuch feemin 
Gallants; for my Rogues (gave me the liberty to cal 
them ſo) looked on it as the greateſt piece of policy to 
to wear 5 cloths, though their pockets were worſe 
furniſhed than a Chandler's box, that ſeldom hath any 
greater money in it, than Two pence, Three-pence, 
Groats, c. Sometimes my Cully did meet with ſome 
that knew me, who would adviſe him to have a care of 
me, and not to keep my company, for I was a danger- 
ous perſon, and in the end would be his ruin. Whereas 


it⸗ 


„ 
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ir was but to little purpoſe : for when the youth is in its 
full vigour, . and height of deſire, neither wholeſome | 
counſel, nor lamentable examples, will give them warn 


ing of their future deſtruction. Still I continued my 
ſeeming reſpects and kindneſſes to him, which I only 


„ as the Præludium or Prologue to that Play which 
was to come after: for my Country Cocł- brain being 


honyed with theſe ſweet delights, thought that what- 


ever he could return, was not able to give an anſwer- 
able ſatisfaction. Watching a fit opportunity (when he 
was well warm'd with Wine) then would I perſuade 


him, (which was no difficult matter) to be bound with 
me for ſo much, &c. which I promiſed I would repay 
at the day, without putting him to any inconvenience : 
but he knew not, that what I borrowed for an hour, I 
borrowed for an age. When I could ſqueeze no more 


juice out of him, then J left him to the mercy of his 


Creditors, to be dealt withal as the Popin jay in the Fa- 
ble, who being ſummoned to appear with the reſt of the 
winged Tribe, before their King, the Eagle, borrowed 


of all the finer fort of Birds, Feathers to adorn him, and 


make him appear fplendid before his Sovereign. After 
he was diſmiſs'd, he proudly flutter'd up and down the 


woods with his borrow'd gallantry ; which made the 


little Titmouſe, Wren, and Hedge Sparrow adore him, 
They to whom he was obliged for his gallantry, hear- 


ing thereof, demanded .again their own, and ſo de- 


plumed him, whereby he ſeemed ten times worſe than 


thoſe ſmall Birds that lately did adore him. Such Po- 
pinjays are they, who borrow of every Citizen, to make 
themſelves ee in the worlds eye; but when 
tlie Creditors come and claim their own, and get it, 
they will ſeem more foul, then lately they did fair. 80 
various and villanous were the pranks J com eve- 
ry day, that I was forced now, like an owl, to appear 
only by night in that city. If I did at any time tranſ- 
greſs that cuſtom, I did them like the dogs of Egypt, 
: 1 * which 


1 
— 8 
5 


{ 252 ) 


which when they come to drink of the river Nijus, 
lap here and there, not daring to ſtay long in. a place, 
for fear the Crocodiles that he lurking in the banks, 
ſhould pull them into the current: So did I, ſkulking 


here and there firſt to one tavern, and then, not daring 


t ſtay longer there, ſhifting to another. But to 
proceed: Toe: 7 | 
Reading one time a book that an Italian wrote, I 
Found therein a deſcription of ſeveral ſorts of ink, and 
how te make them; but more eſpecially an ink that 
ſhould laſt a week, a month or two, according to the 
compoſition, I made an experiment, and found it but 
indifferently well; perceiving how beneficial this would 
be to me, I reſolved not to reſt till I had found out the 
true receipt; which I did at laſt, by much ſtudy and in- 
duſtry. Having obtained it, I ſo highly valued it, that 
me thought I would not have parted with it for the 
Philoſophers ſtone. Not to be tedious, I did abuſe there 
many perſons with bonds, deeds, acquitances, &c. 
there appearing in ſuch a time nothing but the bear ſeal, 
the paper remaining as white as if never wrote on. By 
the help of graving, I could counterfeit ſeals exactly, 
inſomuch that I have often cheated the grand cheater, 
Oliver, the late hypocritical and bloody tyrant ; and by 
an exact imitation of an hand writing, his council was 
too ſenſible of what cheats I put upon them. That I. 
was no bungler at it, I ſhall give you this inſtance. Ac- 
cidentally coming acquainted with a gentlewoaman, very 
beautiful and well featured, her ſparkling eyes ſet me 
all in a flame, fo that I refolved to attempt the enjoy: 
ment of her. Oftentimes I viſited her, and by the mo- 
deſty of my carriage towards her, ſhe perceived not 
my burning luſt, One time having a fit opportunity, 
the being alone, I communicated, my thoughts to her: 
waving what amorous diſcourſe paſt on my tide, | 
would have fall roundly to the matter, but ſhe under- 
ſtanding my intent; cryed out, whereupon I defiſied, 
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feeing it was 40 little purpoſe if procceded. sitting 
down by her, ſhe expreſt an abſolute hatred to me for 
my incivility, and vowed ſhe would neither fee nor eg» 
dure me more. The vehemence of her utterance and 
countenance fully declared ſhe was in earneſt ; fo thats 
faw *twas time to be gone. Looking about (unperetivl "- if 
ed by her) I took up half a ſheet of paper of her writ- 
ing, and clapt it into my pocket; and ſo took my leave. 
Coming home I found my love converted into hatred, 
and therefore vowed my revenge; and thug it was. 1 
vaderſtood from her, whereabout her hutband lived, 
and what his chriſtian name was, with ſomething of her | 
concerns; that her huſband's mother could not © induce 
her (becauſe her ſon married her without a portion 
though a wiſe, diſcreet, virtuous, and handſome woman) 
and whereabout he lived, with name, &c. 

I counterfeited a letter, as from this virtuous Gentle- 
woman, to a Gallant of hers, taxing him with want 
of love, and that if he proved not more conſtant, ſhe 
had no more to ſay to him. The contents you fall 
have in the letter itſelf, as followeth. 


e * 


Mg beloved by me 4 Men ? 


1 cannot blame you ſo ſuch as myſelf- - it Ls ct Rind for man 
to proffer, but then it ſhould be a woman's duty to refufe : 
but alas ! hx could I with/tand the powerful W of 
our eloquent tongue, eſpecially coben they carried with them 
fo much r e reality of affection and conſtancy? I find you 
naw like other vor breaking men cho having obtained the 
fruction of their Ek Tres, their appetites nauſeates that which 
before it ſo eagerly craved. Call to mind thoſe many endeared 
and melting expreſſions you did voluntarily utter <when I was 
encircled in your arms ; and if that will not reduce you to 
your former ation, and good eftcem of me, now fo much 
lighted by you, conſider that I have preferred you in love be- 
fore my Huſband, not caring how mugh I wronged him to 9 
N pleaſure i 
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e you. F nothing will prevail knoww then, this ſhall 
my reſolution, that fince you have altenated my affetion 
Tg 


am young, 
ſhould hinder me 


found which having done, he ſhall lead me in thy view, 
and then it is probable you bill, but never ſhall reaſſume your 
Place again within my breaſt. 


A * * * 
* 57 2 


This letter was ſent to her mother-in-law, in the 
equntry, who was glad ſhe had matter to impeach her 


daughter to her ſon. As ſoon as he ſaw the letter, he 
very well knew the hand, he thought, and would have 


ſworn it to be his wives; but reading the contents, he 
poor man, was ready to fink down for grief. Perturba- 
tion of mind would not let him reſt in his country 


_ dwelling, but rid up poſt to London, where he ſoon 
found out his wife. The unexpected fight of him at 


firſt, ſurpriſed her, not hearing of his coming, and 
knowing that his occaſions were very urgent in the 


country; however, like a ruly loving wife, ſhe was 
coverjoyed to fee him, and would have kiſſed him, but 
that he rudely thruſt her off; which action ſtruck her 

to the heart, and overwhelmed. her in amazement. 


Prethee, Sweetheart (ſaid ſne) what is the matter? 
There, read it, ſaid he, throwing her the letter. She 
read it and ſwounded: He let her lie, not caring whe- 


ther ſhe lived or died; and had died indeed, had not 


her maid come up accidentally, Being recovered, he 
aſked her whether it washer hand; ſhe could not deny 
it, which made the man rage, ready to run out of his 


- wits, whilſt ſhe was filent with aſtoniſhment, taking 


fuck inward grief, that the betook herſelf to her bed, 


my Huſband, and you thus unworthily defire me, I will 

procure a Subject elſewhere ſhall out do you in every thing, as 

e more as you have out done my Huſband, 7 

and ſome and buckſome ; what then | 
eee fuch a perſon, my heart will not reſt ſatisſed till” 
Tor 
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"on Nothing could comfort her, neither would the t te! any. 
. thing to ſuſtain life. 
Hearing how powerfully my borgeries had wr _ 
| to the hazard of ſome lives; in the fame hand 1 ſent "0" 
nim a letter, wherein I gave him an account of the g 
„ben, N to the world the gentlewomans hes _ 
neſty, unſpotted and unſtained. The gentlewoman re- 
| covered 1n Ns little time after, but this trick had too 
much ſeized upon my gentleman ; for like a fool he fell 
diſtracted in a ſneering poſture, as pleaſed to think his 
wife was honeſt were uk ming. I have been ſomes 
what long in this relation, becauſe it was a paſſage very 
| remarkable, Now I ſhall tell you how 1 cheated A (young 
citizen and upholſterer. 
A young citizen about to et up, 405 widglng: foie 
money; was directed to me, to procure fo much as his 
preſent occaſion required. I treated him very, civilly, | 
promiſing very fairly; and in order thereunto, appoint- 
ed him a day, which being come contrary to my expec- 
nation or deſire, he brought a crew with him, to ſee the 
receipt of the money. Judging this time ta he incon- 
venient for my deſigns, told him I expected the money 
this very day; but if he pleaſed to ſeal bond, and have 
| I it witneſſed, he might keep it himſelf; and bring the 
bond with him the next day, he ſhould not fail to have 
his money. The next day he came to the pface ap- 
| pointed, where I was ready to wait on him. As good 
fortune would have it, he came alone, I diſcourſed 
| with him a while; at laſt I deſired to let me ſee the 
: bond, which he delivered into my hand, being ſigned 
; and ſealed before. I took this as a good and lawful live- 
„, and put it up into my pocket. He afked me what 
I meant, I told him he ſhould know when the bond be- 
came due. Why Sir, ſaid he, you will not ſerve me 
fo? Doſt thou think I am ſuch a fool ſaid IL, to lend 
thee ſo much money upon a piece of paper, which next 
ſhower of rain will waſh-away with thy {elf into the 
| common 
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chm On ſhore ? Shall [ truſt. thee,. when thou canſt 
not truſt thyſelf? At this the young man began to be 
clamorous; but one of my accomplices ſoon ſtilled the 

per of his mouth, by a ſound knock on the pate, 


| ich laid him alleep; and in the mean time we march- 
Hoff. Juſt as the money came. due upon the hond, my 


flock pated Cit was gone to tell his friends in the coun- 
Gy the danger of: counters and priſons in the! ys 
At another time I wanted, money to ſupply my 
5 oecalions, but could not inſtantly think of any 
other means of aſliftance in this neceflity, but to {ell my 
feather bed, together with its appurtenances. -. Where⸗ 
upon I packed them up, and deſired a friend to go with 
the Portes, and fell them to an Upholſterer. My friend 
did fo, and brought me half their worth; but withal 
that which was more than their worth, the man's name. 
A week after, 1 u anted my bed, and reſolved to have 
it 2 To that end, I went to him that bou ht it, 


and aſked him before a, couple that I took With me, 


whether at ſuch a time he had not ſuch commodities 
ſold him. 

le acknoy ledged that he had ill den to: Fg . j 

and he as readily granted it. Sir, ſaid I, theſe are my 

goods; was lately robbed, and now I know YOu are 

the receiver; I muſt llave you before a Juſtice, ' to know 

how you came by them. The naming of a Juſtice ſo 


terrified this filly teyow, that he bid me take them if I 


would fwear — were mine, and put him to no fur- 
ther trouble. I ſwore they were mine (and therein I was 
not perjured) but told him I could not receive ſtolen 
goods ſafely, though they were my own. In ſhort, | 
received my bed and furniture, with money to boot. 
Having gone thus far without any remarkable check 


or controul, at lcaſt any ſuch as might bear a propor- 


tion with the villanics and 3 injuries I had done; I abſo- 
lutely thought that nothing was diſhoneſt or difficult 
that bad in it FECT: Peary or Profit, meeting with no 


moleſtation 
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moleſiation or hinderance I took my freedom to do even 
what I liſted.” One time thinki mpfelf moſt ſecure, 
then found myſelf in the — danger, being arreſt- 
ed in an action of oOo. Several times there were at- 


tempts made to take me, but I was ſtill too cunning fur 
them: yet at laſt they ver- reached me; it will rh be 
amiſs to relate in what manner. They had information 


that every week I had letters come out of Eſſex, and the 
Porter which brought them had ſtill free admittance to 
me: therefore the Sergeant provided himſelf a Frock 


and a Rope about his middle which would better have 


become his neck, and with Letters in his hand directed 


to me, trudged to my Lodgings. Knocking at my door, 
and being Fed his buſineſs, 1 told them he bad Let- 


ters for 2 [Maſter of the houſe, nominating me, look- 
ing out and ſeeing nobody but a ſeeming Porter, I or- 


dered that he ſhould be lèt in. As ſoon as he was en- 


tered, he bid my Worſhip good morrow, and inſtead 


of delivering me his Letters, ſhewed me his Mace; 


which I wiſhed might be the only ſpice meat he ſhould 
cat for a twelvemonth. Seeing how I wes betrayed, 
| went quickly along with him to the Compter, and 


afterwards, finding I. could make no compoſition with 


my creditors, turned myſelf over to the King's 8 
Bench. 92 5 b |... 


Various are Mint tricks and inventions to chſnard 


whom they intend to arreſt. Sonmtimes I have known 
a creditor ſeem to comply with his debtor, —_— him 
that paying ſome inconſiderable matter, his bonds 
ſhould be renewed with longer time; then appoint 
him a place of meeting, where he ſaith he will bring a 
Counſellor ' and a Scrivener; - à Counſellor to adviſe 
them in the management of their buſineſs, and a Scri- 
vener to write what they determined. He acquainted 
a Serjeant and a Yeoman with his plot, who were as 
hot upon it as an Lalian on a wench of fifteen. The 


gerjeant going — a Barriſter's gon on his back, and 
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the Yeoman with his: beard cut as doſe» as a ſtubble. 
field, with a pen in his ear, and ſome parchment in his 
hand, effected their deſign without ſuſpicion. A mer- 
chant I knew, that intended to break and go beyond 
ſea, was betrayed by his ſervant, who informed his 
creditors, that juſt at ſuch a time his maſter would be 
gone; that on the morrow he would ſend for Coopers 
to hoop fome dry-fats to pack bis goods, and that if 
ever they hoped to have — money, they muſt make 
that their Row. Some Sexjeants were preſently ac- 
quainted herewith, Who attired like Coopers in red 
caps, canvas breeches, with adz in their hands, and 
hoops on their ſhoulders, went to the merchant, and 
were entertained, hkilſt he was giving then direction, 

| inſtead of hooping the. ery-fats, they hoped him in 
their arms, and arreſted him. 

Before they parted with him, thay. Ind, him part 
with ſo much Money as would ſatisfy his Creditors and 
them; and made him fee them beſides, not to enter any 
other action againſt him. They will change themſelves 
into as many ſhapes as Porbriq, to bring about their de- 
ſigns ;: : ſometimes like grand wealthy Citizens, othet 
times like a Country fellow, n come to am with 
boots and ſpurs all dirty: . 

Now as I have related their manner of — ſo 
let me in ſhort, inform you of, theit uſing (or rather 
abuſing) Priſoners. FFirſt they .enquire of the perſon 
whether it be the fit time he was arreſted: if ſo; then 
they know the better how to deal with him: perhaps 
— — will carry him cose e Tavern, pretending to do him 
kindneſy here they will adviſe him to ſend. for ſome 
triend; and one of Sher will be the Porter himſelf; | 
but inſtead of fetching the friend, he only enquires out 
his Creditors, and perſuades them to uſe this opportu- 
nity to recover their debt: mean while, the other that 
left behind doth milk him. The melenger returning, 


| forrowtully tells hin his as cs is not at home. Getting 
as 
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0 25 much as they can by ſpunging, arid fucking thi very 
18 blood of his pocket, the Compter muſt be his refuge at 


r. _ Some times when they ſee a man in fear of arreſt-. - 

d g, they will without warrant of the Creditor, give 

| bim 2 caſt of his office, which they often do before 

be they enter their action, and have ways to prevent any 

© miſchief that can come, by ſearch of the offices. Other 

tf W times for a fee, they will ſend to the party to keep out 

e of the way, as was concluded beforehand. Oftentimes 

- W vpon an arreſt, if the crediters ſtand not by, they will 

1 let the party eſcape for a brace of Angels, or ſo: and 

d tell his adverſary, that he cannot ſet eye on him. And 

d whereas their fee for an arreſt is to be but one ſhilling, 

„ vet they will hardly be perſuaded to do their office 

n under a crown; and the ſtatute ſay, that the party ar- 
reſted ſhall pay but one groat, I will not excuſe him 

t for an angel. If a man oppoſe them, or endeavour to 

d eſcape, they will gripe and pinch him, and afterwards 

V clap an action of afault and battery on him at their 

s own ſuit. 

Ce could ſay more of them, but that for fear, 1 mitt 

F be favourable, who am now, as I tell you, a priſoner 


h in the King's-Bench, which may be called the Bankrupts 
Banquetting-hou fe, where he feaſts himſelf on diſhes” 


0 borrowed from other men's tables; or The Prodigal 

T Purgatory and A Peſt-hoy e for deeaying Citizens, Weary 
of this place, wherein are as my maladies and mit- 

N chiefs as flew out of Pandora” > opened by Epime- 

8 theus z 1 invented this ſtratagem. 

N One day pretended much buſineſs abroad, and o 

* got leave to out with my keeper, reſolviug not to re- 

7 turn with him. Having been from tavern to ale- 

It houſe, and fo to tavern again, pretending the diſpateix | 
0 of much huſineſs, [ at length told my keeper that 1 | 
it would viſit a very dear friend of mine, but that 1 q 


thought it requiſite to be trimmed firſt. He conſent: 
ing, We went 'to the Barbers, 1 fat down in the 
* 2 chair 


- (+> 
chais firſt, and being diſpatched, I deſired my keeper, 
to fit down e 1 would . pay for fprucitying "i 


| my. es 
phe Will, he was running I talked to him of one thin 1 
or other to hold him in diſcourſe. At laſt ſaid the Bar- 
| ber, Shut your eyes or elſe my Ball will offend them. Shuts. 
Ing bis eyes, I, took — i to {lip out, planting my- 
ſelf in an houſe hard by; the Barber not imagining I 
was a priſoner. The Keeper not hearing me talk, va; 
lued not the fmart, but * bs his eyes; and ſeeing 
me not in the ſhop, roſe up, and that ſo haſtily, that he 
overthrew Cut-beard, and the baſon on him, running . 
out into the ſtreet with the Barbers cloth ahout him, 
and Don Barberoſos Turbant on his head, The people 
ſecing him thus with the froth about his face, conclul. 
ed him mad, and as he ran him the way. The | 
Barber with his Razor ran after We Keeper, crying, 
Stop him, ſtop him, that hg may be revenged on the Rogue, 
he other never minding the out-cry, ran ſtaring up 
aud down and if his wits had lately ſtole away from 
= him, and he in purſuit of them. Some durſt not ſtop 
= him, others would not, thinking the Barber by his 
1 poſture intended to have his Teſticles for abuſing his 
wife. To conclude, the Barber at laſt ſeized him, and 
having recovered his clqth, and made him pay 6d. for 
ſhaving, The Keeper was diſmiſt with a kick or two; 
the Barber not ſuffering him to ſpeak a word in his own 
Mp defence. Thus freei myſelf, I reſolved to take the 
C⸗cuntry air, where I happily met with you. Many 
other things worth 0 «gr penibrance did he relate, 
which now. have forgot. Some while we ſtaid toge- 
ther, but at laſt his bu ineſs called him one way, and my 
Padding Trade another. . 
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CHAP. xxn. 


V he laid up in Oxford goal by his hoſt; ; he is cheers at 


Cheſter ; and after ſome time is ranſomed from thence by 


ſome of 405 2 amrades, Knights of the Road, they paying 
*bis Debts. He returns to his brethren the K hy 2d of the 


Road, whom he finds with two or three Gentlemen, 
frangers; be cheats one of them-of a very fair and rich 


watch. He puts a natable frick upon a Phyſician. He 
falls in love <oith A wealthy widow, who is poetically 


inclined, be courts ber, and in a ſhort time enjoys her, 


and after that ung# atefully legves her, . S 1 


wht re ce foe bad. 


lo long abſence, 


pany pleaſed me ſo well, 17 thought it a ſoliciſm in 


civility to be ſober, vchen they made any appointment 


for mirth; and they being true Bacchanalians, in the 
uppermoſt Claſſics of Ariſtipnas School, ſcorged to be 


outdone by a junior Sophiſter; and therefore; do what 


I could, they would be drunk before me: they never 


contented about any, argument that tended to ebriety, 


but ſwallowed them all. I thought they would never 
ave done ſpeaking of ſack ; every one endeavouring 
who ſhould ſpeak moſt in its praiſe. One faid, That 
Deere: W4s but 4 ? dry ane and the only. reaſon 0 
COU 


UR crew having been abroad, we had got a ya · 
luable purchaſe ; which after we had divided, I 
told them that I would but vilit a friend at Oxford, 
and repair to them again within two or three days. 
My old acquaintance being overjoyed to ſee meg after 
ted me very gallantly, introduc- 
ing me into the Society of the Wits; who would fre- 
quently drink too, till they had loſt them. The com- 
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could give for it, was, That it is ſhrewdly ſuſpected by 
tbe Commentators on his Tub, that that wooden houſe of bi 
was given him by a brewer, who being an enemy to all good © 
Fits and Learning, gave him this caſt which had formerly 
contained that pernicious liquor, Beer, that by the mere ſcent 
he might deftroy his underſtanding. | 
But Bacckus is fo witty a Philoſopher, that he never 
fails, night nor day, to pour forth his inſtructions, till 
he hath filled his auditors out of meaſure ; it is he that 
makes us ſpeak fluently, and utter our minds in abun- 
dance; for my part, I am commonly ſo overjoyed in 
his company, that I have often feared I ſhould never bc 
my own man again. Said another it is Sack was the 
Prometean fire, not ſtolen from-Jove's Kitchen, but his 
Wine cellar, to increafe the native heat, without which 
we are but cold clay ; but that celeſtial liquor applied 
even to the dead, will cauſe a reviſication: that is it 
which gave Ganymede beauty, and Febe youth. Can 
© you think, that ever Ariſtotle would have been taken 
notice of, had he drank Ale or Beer; or, that Alexan- 
dler's conqueſts had been heard of, had he been fober ? 
therefore to make his Captains famous to poſterity, he 
taught them how to muſter Quarts and Pottles, and by 
1 accuſtoming them to be dead drunky, ſhewed them the 
wap to contemn death. All this is true (ſaid another, ſo 
= drink, that what he ſpake could hardly be underſtood) 
but pray take my opinion with you too: do not all 
light things aſcend 2 what better way is there to under- 
ſtand high matters, then a light head? Copernicus by 
the lightneſs of his head, claimed alliance with heaven, 
and by that firſt found out the motion of the earth, 
which he could never have done, had not Sack been 
his inſtructor. Hence grew the proverb, In vino ve- 
ritas, as if Sack was the only butt truth ſhoots at, the 
piercing of which cauſeth the other to drawn out with 
it. For my part, Gentlemen, ſaid I, my paſſion' was 
never more ſtirred than the other day, coming by - 
| * 0. Te} 
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red  leitice, unto which I have a natural antipathy; 

there did I hear a Tapſter aver, that Helicon was no- 

thing more than a hogſhead of March beer, and that 
Pegaſus was anciently a Dray-horſe ; and then ſ peaking 
of French wine, in deriſion, called him — Mon- 
eur; and the Spaniſh, Don Rhodomontado; ſwearing, 
that if ever he met with either, he would challenge all 

the drawers in the town to daſh him as he woulds 
Then Tumbling two or three ſmall beer oaths, he wiſhed 
that he might never look through his red lettice per- 
cullice, if he did not verily believe he ſhould ſee Mon- 
fieur burned with a pox to him, and PO Don mulled 
to death with butter and e_ 


It is a thing 1 my reaſin, 
 Thas we ſtrong Ale for Sack ſhould quit, . 
Sack would have blown us up by reaſon, 
Had not Ale beftirr'd our wit : | 
- Then drink good Ale, but baniſh Sack, : — 
That Spaniſh Don, muſt' have the rack. © SH 1 


1 could do no leſs for his malepertneſa, but broach 
his Hogſhead, which to convince him of his error, ran 
clear Claret: I head afterwards this accident converted 
the inſidel. We ſpun out various diſcourſes of this na- 
ture as long as we could ſee, and then each man reeled ' 
do his reſpective lodging. The next morning, walking 
abroad to find out ſome of my laſt night's aſſociates, 
unfortunately my Cheſter Landlord (who having ſome 
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buſineſs to do at Oxford, was newly come thither to dil- 
; patch it) eſpy'd me, and without accoſting me (like a 
k ſubtile Sophiſter) watched whither I went : being houſ- 
L ed, he preſently fetched two Officers, and coming out 
6 into the ſtreet napt me. I ſent to thoſe friends that had 
h deen ſo merry with me ever ſince my coming to that 
* City; but they underſtanding the butincſs, came not 


2 ART me; one pretending inden of body; ano- 
d . s 8 ther, 
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ther, os oma not within; the Third * he was 
about urgent occaſions, which having finiſhed, he would 
wait upon me; but in line, none came to my rehief, 
ſhewing themſelves right pot Companions whoſe cour. 
teſies it may be, ihall extend to the payment of 2- reck- 
oning, when their friends wants it to diſcharge it him- 
ſelf; but diſappear and vaniſh, when their afliſtance is 


implored to draw him out of priſon. Secing no reme- 


dy, I patiently ſuffered myſelf to be confined,” My ad- 
fary viſiting me, I treated with him about my re- 
leafement, offering him what I had, which was near 
upon half; but his reſolution was to have all, or there 
I muſt lie. Though I could not much condemn him, 
Icould not but complain againſt the inconſtancy of 


fortune; and ruminating within my mind the Miferies 


that attend all fort of priſons. I judged that of debt 
to be the moſt deplorable ; and: though I wanted liber- 
ty, which commonly doth depreſs the mind, yet by the 


= + virtue of Canary (which | could not do without) my 
fancy ſcorned to be fetterfd, but would in ſpite of fate, 


uſe her freedom. is ſome kind of pleaſure and com- 
fort for a man ſometimes in Adverſity, to diſcant on 

his own miſerable condition; which becauſe I found ex: 
perimentally true, I applied myſelf to my uſual cuſtom; 
the uſe of my pens W theſe Metropolitan pri- 


* thus: 


To Bedlam men are ſent bereft if wit ; 
When tis reſtored then they are freed from it : 
Confin'd to Newgate long men can't emplain, 


« For oncea month they're cleer'd from it and pain; 


In a ſhort time their Bulls wvear off, and then 
They may be ſure nere io come there agen ; 
. Difcharged thence their fettered ſouls Hall be, 
Only an hour confined, and then ſet free. 
Bride well, no wiſe man yet did ere diſpraiſc thee, 
Fer thoadeſt fa. the poor, * correct the lazy 5 
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The expiration of à little time, © 

Forgives offenders, and forgets their crime. 
Hereafter from this priſou, Heav'n defend me 3 
Rather to Bedlam, Newgate, Bridewell, ſend me ; 
For there Wit, Work, or Law doth ſet me free, 
Nothing but money here gets liberty. 5 


Having lain Here above a week, I ſent away a Letter 
to my Brethren, informing them of my . misfortune, 
and acquainting them with the ſum I was impriſoned 
for ; which was ſent me by them, and brought by one 
of our truſty Knights: paying the debt and fees, I re- 
turned again to them. ST 2 

My Companions took little notice of me at my re- 
turn, which made me think there was ſome deſign in 
hand; but according to their uſual courſe, fell to drink - 
high: obſerving two or three faces, I tipt a wink to 
one of my brethren, being in another room; I aſked _ 
him, who they were; he replied, Gentlemen that 
were travelling into the North,; to which he added, we. 
have been pumping them to know what ſtore of Caſh 
they have about them; but we find little more than 
will defray their neceſſary expences on the Road; only 
laid he there is one of them hath a very rich Watch: 1 
bid him return to his place, and I would Werrant him 
to have it before he ſtirred, I came in again to the com- 
pany, not taking the leaſt cognizance of any, but ſhew- 
ed much reſpect and civility to them all, as a ſtranger 
| Ipurpoſely aſked what it was a Clock: one of the. Gen- 
tlemen, and one of my friends, bot}. pulled forth their 
Watches, ſtriving who ſhould firſt £ive me ſatisfaction 
to my queſtion; after this, they viewed interchangeably 
the Workmanſhip of one and the other, both praifting 
the ſeeming goodneſs of each others Watch. At laſt 
my friend makes a propoſition : Come, Sir, it you 
pleaſe we will make an exchange upon ſentence and re- 
pentance, The ſtranger deſired to underſtand his mean- 
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: Why, Sir, ſaid he, we will commit them both 


5555 the hands of any one indifferent perſon, and what 
difference he ſhall judge there is between them, ſhall be 
given in money by him whoſe Watch is leaſt worth. It 
was concluded upon ; but they could not agree into 
whoſe hands to put them. At laſt it was mutually 
agreed upon between them that 1 being a ſtranger to 
chem both, ſhould be the decider : I ſeemingly refuſed 
1t, but they would-not hear me alledge any arguments 


to tae contrary ; whereupon I went out, and immedi. 


ately cauſing my hovie to be brought forth, without the 


leaſt delay L mounted, and away Ll rode. My Comrades 


knew where to meet me at the next ſtage. The next 
morning they found me out, telling me how they all 


ſtormed to be ſo cheated to avoid ſuſpicion : and now 


did they all embrace me, promiſing to themſelves 1228 
hopes in me from this adventure. 
Near adjacent to our general Rendezvous, 1 was in- 


1 formed of the habitation of a wealthy Phyſician, who 


had ſhewed himſelf fortunately expert in divers cures 


where it ſeemed that humane art had not ſufficient © 


power to give a remedy. The fame of his great ſkill, 
and of many admiravie cures, which to the ſhame ot 


other Phy ficians, he had performed, made him ſo gene- 


peu beloved and ſought. after, that in a ſhort time he 
chaſed by his ſznatory induſtry, about 500l. per ann 


tary ſeldom had leſs by him than a thouſand pound. 


Thus much I cafually underſtood from one accidentally, 
facaking of this his rich, neighbour: but that which 


pleaſed me moſt was, that he ſeldom carried leſs than 
a hundred pieces of C ld about him conſtantly, deriv- 


ed from a fancy for the extreme. love he bore that Meta). 

| could not lic ec tor contriving away how I could way- 
lay him in his return; but he was fo well eſte emed, that 
he teldom returned without two or three Genttenien 


to accompany him. At another time I thought to have 


1 


Pretended tome diſten-har, and 10 nave 2; plc 1 myſelf. 
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to him for cure; and imagining that he would privatcly | 
diſcourſe with me about my Malady, that then I would 
preſent a piſtol to his breaſt, ſwearing that ſhould be his 
immediate and unavoidible Executioner it he did not 
without the leaſt noiſe or reſiſtance, deliver ſuch a quan- 
tity of Gold; but this way J could not approve of, it 
being accompanied witk Jo much hazard. At laſt I 
thought of this ſtratagem, which ſafely produced its 
effects: One day after dinner I rode to his houſe in ex- 
treme haſt, which he. might perceive net only by my 
Own affrighted look, but by my horſe, which was all of 
- a foam. Iaſked his ſervant with much quickneſs, whe- 
ther Mr. Doctor was within; yes, Sir (ſaid he) if you 
pleaſe to walk in, I ſhall call him to you. I waited ſome 
time (for moſt of that profeſſion muſt take ſome ſtate 
upon them) and then Mr. Doctor came. Sir (ſaid I) the 
report of your great experience in your happy practice 
hath brought me hither, humbly imploring your ally. 
tance, and that 1 if you have any reſpect to the ba 


be gratefully enen to the utmoſt of my abiliey. - 
The Doctor inquired of me, who it was and what man- 
ner of diſtemper the perſon laboured under. I readily 
told him, it was my Wife, who for ſome continuance. 
of time, hath been extremely troubled with the flux 
of her belly; the more that his applied to it by us, the 
more it increaſeth ; therefore, our help failing, be- 
| ſeech you to lend us yours, and favour me ſo far as to 
: ride with me to her. The ſeeming ſincerity of m 
X words ſo prevailed upon him, as they would have done 
upon the moſt diſtruſtful. * 
| This Doctor (who as I was informed, was accuſtomed 
& be induced more by gain than fair words) gave me 


this deſirable anſwer: Sir, far be it from me that 1 4 
1 ould refuſe to do my endeavour to any perſon much 
leſs to a Gentleman of your Rank and Quality, in that 
1 ns kill Which I have in 17 knowledge and practice 

| | ke T3” Of 


(268 ) 


of Phyſic : if I can effect any thing for the good of the 
Lady your Wife, I will attend you thither with a very 
will, which at any time my charge requireth. 
Without attendin any further diſcourſe, his horſe was 
made ready, and ſo we rode away together. As we rode 
through a ſmall Wood, leading him the way, I turned 
my horſe about, and clapt a Piſtol to his breaſt, ſhew. 
ing him an empty bag. See here, Sir (faid I) my Wife, 
which hath along time been troubled with a flux or vo- 
miting, which you pleaſe, the laſt I think more proper ; 
for ſhe no ſooner. receives any thing for her (and my) 
ſuſtenance, but ſhe immediately brings it up again at 
her mouth. Now Sir, if you do not find out ſome 
means to mitigate this diſtemper (the cure I ſhall never 
expect, as knowing it impoſſible) this Piſtol ſhall ſend 
vou to Aſculapius to conſult with him what is moſt fit to 
de adminiſtered : Come, Sir, jet me adviſe you, and 
fve yourſelf the trouble of ſo long a journey, your 
15 0d an hundred pieces (as I am told) are the conſtant 
120 2 attending Eſquires of your Body; I ſay that is the beſt 
and only Receipt for a remedy. The Doctor perceiving 
- there was no help, in much amazement and fear deliver- 
ed me what Gold he had about him, which was near 
upon the ſum expreſt : there was a rich Diamond Ring 
on his finger, which I deſired him likewiſe to give me, 
which fhould ſerve for a perpetual Memorandum of his 
kindneſs to me. I commanded him as he tendered his 
life, to ride back again, without ſo much as once look:- 
ing behind him ; and that if he offered to raiſe the 
Country, if I was ſure to die that jnſtant, I would be 
the death of him firſt. The Doctor followed my dicta- 
tions fo exactly, that I never heard more of him. 
HFaving gained ſo much money by my own induſtry 
and ſole procurement, I reſolved neither to acquaint my 
Brethren, nor aſſociate myſelf any longer with them, 
be ing ſo encouraged by this ſucceſs, that I conctuded 1 
might atchieye * things by ek being late . 
| night, 


5. i 


| 
4 
#; 
10 
. 
.* 
. 
1 
_ 
bs 
| 
* 
i 


( 29 ) 


night, and ſome miles from any town, I knocked at an 

houſe that ſtood in my Road, imagining it at firſt a 
h public-houſe for entertainment ; one of the ſervants 
; coming to the door, I found it no ſuch thing, ſhe de- 


5 manded my buſineſs: Prethee ſweet-heart (ſaid I) ac- 
| quaint your Maſter, that there is a Gentleman requeſts 
a the civility of a nights lodging: ſhe goes in and informs 
: her Miſtreſs what I ſaid ; who came to me with much 


. reſpect, telling me, ſhe queſtioned not but that I was 
a Gentleman, and therefore ſhould be welcome to the 
) mean accommodation ihe was capable of ſhewing. I 
$ rendered her many thanks, and ſo alighted; ſtrict orders 
: was given to the Groom, that he very carefully looked 
| after my horſe : this being done, I was conducted into 
{ | a very fair room; there did I make my Apology in the MM 
) beſt Rhetorick I had, for I perceived ſhe was endued 
1 with ingenuity, by the quaintneſs of her expreſſions. 
y 

[ 

t 


Many things I forged, as that the ways being dangerous 
was fearful to venture any farther, having a greaf 
charge upon me. Such was her urbanity, that layi ing 

3 aſide all niceties, ſhe bore me company till it was time 

- to go to bed, entertaining me all this while with what 

* the houſe afforded, which was beyond my expectation. 

9 Every glaſs of Wine, or bit almoſt, that I committed to 

> my mouth, ſhe uſher'd thither with ſome Apothegm or 

8 bother: the whole ſeries, indeed, of her diſcourſe, was 

'E compoſed of nothing but reaſon or wit, which made 

— me admire her; which ſhe eaſily underſtood, I perceiv- 

e ed by her ſmiles, when ſhe obſerved me gaping, as it 

e were, when ſhe ſpoke, as if I would have eaten up her 

. words. As her ſoul was beFhtiful, ſparkling with celeſ- 
tial ornaments, fo was the caſkanet that contained it 

y very fair, and enriched with Natures chiefeſt gifts: She 

y was very clear ſkined, well bodied, a ſharp piercing eye, 

1, a2 proportionable face, an exceeding little white hand; 

[ and then ſhe liſpt a little, which became her to well, that 

e 11 2 it added a grace to the reſt of her internal and 

- external 
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external qualifications. Being about ten of 5 dock, 


me adviſed me to repoſe myſelf, ſuppoſing I was weary, 


} condeſcended, though with much regret to leave her 
$9 ſoon ; but good manners would not permit me to do 
otherwiſe. She couducted me to my chamber, where 
bidding me good night, ſhe betook hertelt to her own 

err. That night 1 could hardly fleep, not ſo much 


for pure love, as the heat of Juſt : next morning, very 


early, ] heard her ſtiring, which made me wonder; but 


the told me at tterwards, chat ſhe got up ſo ſoon, fearing 


{ ſhould have gone away, and ſhe not take her leave of 
me. About.cight in the morning, the Maid brought 
me up a Sack-poſlet ; and a little after, her Miſtreſs 
came; courteoutly ſaluting me, and enquiring how 1 
flept : I returned an anſwer, in as handſome terms as! 
could utter: her eyes plainly diſcovered to mine, that 
the had more than a common reſpec for me. Having 


Eft we awhile, I aroſe, and made myſelf ready for my 
Journey : after ſeveral diſcourſes which the had engaged 
me in purpoſely to delay time, with much 8 [ 


took my leave, ſhe attending me to the Court: 
horſe being brought wut, halted down-right (ſhe we 
cauſed him to be prickt in the foot, to the intent I might 
ſtay longer.) Not knowing what to {ay or do, Well, 
Sir, faid the, ſince this unhappy accident Yah fallen out 
fo unexpectedly, make uſe of my houſe, and what is in 
i, till your horſe be recovered of his lameneſs. This 
was a propoſition that my ſoul longed for; therefore 1 


could not but ſhew much ſatisfaction in the acceptation | 


of this proffer. We walked in again, and proſecuted 
tor diverſion ſake our former diſcourſe intermincing it 
with ſome love affairs at a diſtance, which ther would 
frequently deſcant on pleaſure. We in this ſhort time 
became intimately acquainted ; which need not be much 
wondred at; conſidering the greatneſs of ſimpathy be- 


tween us; ſo that now the idle co of her appeared 


b ouriclves weary, 


not any ways diſſicult. Having t 
N | Come, 


* 
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Come, faid ſhe, in a very familiar manner, I will ifew 
you the product of ſome idle hours; and with that 


could not forbear to tell me, that he was math oblicFed 


bort which fo capitulaterh, 18 Halt ſurrenderęed. Si 
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brought me ſeveral Epitaphs, Elegies, Anagrams, Ana- 
croſticks, Epigrams, &c. of her own compoſition, too 
many here to relate; but for their wit, deſerved to have 
cach line characterifed in gold: ſome I would here in- 
ſert, were not the radiant luſtre of her conceits ſo great 
and glorious, that they would abſolutely extinguiſh 5 
dim- ſightedneſs of my fancy. Having viewed them, } 
could not but applaud them, as their due merit; and ! 
was glad I had this happy occaſion to vent my own 
thoughts, which I tacitly inſinuated in theſe lines, re- 
fecting on her from what I had read. 

Siſters thrice three J v read of, and no more, 

Till your quick wit compleated half à Store 

Sinre you are one, let me perſuade-you __ 5 

Be kind to me for they are kind io men. * 

Deareſt, be like them, they are ſoſt and clith , 

Let who 01 love the nine, give me the W : 


Theſe lines ſo powerfully wrought upon her, that ſhe 
Fs 

to me for what I had wrote. You cannot Madam, {aid 
I, cancel your obligation, till you have made ſome re- 
compence : with that, cd ſhe ſmilingly, what will 
content you? The continuance of vour favour Madam, 
is the utmoſt ambition of my defircs. You have it Sir; 
neither can I deny any deſerving man a thing ſo incen- 
ſiderable. By your favour Madam, love 1 Wb The 
ver was ſo uncharitable, ſaid tne, to be out of fore with 
any, I was glad to hear her reply fo merrily: for Jams 


I had broke the! ice, E was 1 refolved to profecute my de. 
lien : . ther efore in Plain 2 wn ngliſh told Fa „ that { lov 2 
her from the firit interv iew, ſo Arden ly that my con- 
ſtan cy ſhould prove the roaiity of my aliedtion: We de. 
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fired me to leave that to the reſt of time; that ſhoula 
ſhe believe me ſuddenly before ſhe had made trial, ſhe 
ſhould not only looſe the good eſtimation ſhe had gain- 
ed by the prudent and diſcreet management of her af. 
fairs, every one accuſing her for too much credulity, 
but thereby it may be, involve herſelf in a Labyrnth of 

all manner of troubles. Trial, faid I, you ſhall have: 
and knowing the manner of courting a Widow, a trial 
I gave her, knowing that parley operates little on a 
Widow, and there is nothing ſooner gains a conqueſt 
than a reſolute aſſault. This action made her fo firmly 
mine, that I durſt not ſpeak of leaving ; which*when } 


g did at any time, her Soul was ready to leave its ancient 


habitation to attend on me. | 
About two months we ſpent in all manner of ſelf 
pleaſing delights, till at laſt I begun to be tired with her 
too frequent invitatzons ; the more I endeavoured to 
ſatisfy her, the further I was from it. One day in 


= - -frolick, and the more to encourage me to make a ſpeedy 


conſummation of our loves by marriage, ſhe furniſhed 
me with all her writings which concerned her cſtate, 
by which I found her to be ſo Wealthy a fortune, that 
I oftentimes curſt my unliappy ſtars, that they had thus 
debar'd me from the compliment of ſo great a bliſs. 
After this ſhe ſhews me a trunk, wherein was contain- 
ed her caſh: then taking me about the neck with ſuch 
feryency of affection, that I thought ſhe would have 
ftrangled me, and with the repetition of kiſſes, ſhe 
ſmiling, aſked me, whether theſe things ſatisfied me or 
not. 1 told her they did, but they were not to ſtand in 
competition with her moſt affected ſelf: with that ſhe 
gave me the keys of that trunk wherein her money 
Was; and in retaliation, I vowed to marry her in four 
days. In the mean time I ſtudied how I might be gone, 
but could not contrive away, the not induring me to 
be out of her ſight. In fine I feigned ſome indiſpoſiti- 
on of body, and that I would ride two or three miles 
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for the benefit of freſh air, and return: with. much un- 
_ willingneſs the conſented. Juſt as I was about to take 
horſe (having furniſhed myſelf with as much money as 


could well carry without diſcovery) ſhe wept bitterly, 
]. aſked her the cauſe of her diſcontent : all bathed in 
tears, ſhe anſwered me with a deep ſigh, I ſhall never 
ſee you more: Hard-hearted man: can you thus leave 

a Woman that loves you thus dearly, nay, that dotes 
on you? I made many proteſtations to the contrary 
which were not beheved. Seeing that I could not pre- 
vail on her behef, I bid her farewell, ſetting fpurs to my 
horſe, and was out of ſight in an inſtant. I could not 
but condemn myſelf extremely for this inhuman acti- 
on: but conſidering that there is no ſlavery greater 


than that of a woman, I ſoothed myſelf up in mine own 


unworthineſs; paſſing by a little Ale-houſe, I called in, 
and oyer a pot of Ale I compoſed theſe lines, which I 
ſent to her by a Meſſenger I procured in the houſe, di- 
rected thus: 5 


Deliver theſe to the fair hands of Mrs. Pulcheria Ticklemanz 


at her duellinghouſe, near Reading. 
The Contents were theſe, or to this Purpoſe. 
Madam, 


A Poeteſs you are, and Prophet too, 
Thus to divine I'm gone from you, 
Eternally tis true: Dye think that I can eat, 
Though ne' re ſo choice, always one fort of meat? 
No faith; I'd rather wear a Porter's frock, 
T hen to be ſhrowded in one Woman's ſmock. | 
Tou ſay you are with child; Piſh don't complain, 
*Tis but the product of your fruitful brain: 
Tou nre only big with fancy, which may prove 
_ A «witty brat, like Pallas, ſprung from Jove. 
12. Mm — 
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And have you then conceiv'd ? How can I chuſe 

But writ Encomiums on my fertil Muſe ? 
Mind not the Father, nor his brat, for it, 
Mill like the Father live ¶ no doubt ) by Dit: 

Let Pegaſus be Godfather, the crew 

Of the nine Muſes, Goffips ; fo adieu. 


I defired no anſwer, therefore ſtayed not till the re- 
_ of the Meſſenger, but rode that night to — 
cad. | 
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Direction if robbed, how to o fallow the Thieves ; which way 
to ſet hue and cry after them; how to coaſt and where io 
find them. Cordial advice, and infallible in/trudtions for 
the Inn-keeper, how to know Thieves from his honeſt 
Gueſts. He received ſentence of condemnation ; he there- 
upon ſeriouſly contemplates death, and conſiders eternity. 
Being on board, he diſcanis on his enſuing miſery, yet 
draws comfort to himſelf from the ſufferings of others. 

lle relates how he was freed from his intended baniſb- 

ment by a double ſhipwreck, the manner thereof he amply 
| declareth. | 8 


F you are bt c, there is no help but to endeavour 

to ſurprize the thieves by a ſtrict purſuit; there- 
fore let no obſtacle or delay deter you from obtaining 
your ends, and fo ſeize them that ſo lately ſeized you. 
In the firſt place, ſcour the next road, not ſtraight be- 
fore, but either on the right-hand or the left; for they 
know Hue and Cries never croſs the paſſages, but go 
ſtraight along. If in ſo doing you miſs them, then con- 
_ clude they are ſheltered in ſome inn which you have 

paſt; and therefore you muſt ſet ſome careful ſpies, 
with a ſufficient aſſiſtance near at hand, and be conſi- 
dent you will. ſee them come that way, without the 
leaſt fear of apprehenſion. 

But this obſerve, that if they light of any conſider- 
able ſum, they ride that night * to their general rendez- · 
vous in London, which is too ſure a ſhelter for them; 
but take notice, for here is as eminent an example of 
their ſubtilty, as ever the Devil enriched their know- 
ledge with; for, if you are robbed in the eaſtern quar- 
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ter, purſue them not in the direct road to London with 


Hue and Cry, for = ſome other way they are fled, but 


haſte to the city, and in We/tmin/ter, Holborn, the Strand, 
and Covent-Garden ſearch ſpeedily, for there they are. 
If Northward they light on you, then to Southroart, 
the Back/ide, or Lambeth they are gone; and when you 
find any one, ſeize all with him, for. they are all com- 
panions that are together. 
Methinks the many tragical examples of Inn-keepers, 


ho have harboured and countenanced thieves, were 


ſufficient to deter thoſe that ſurvive from doing the 
like; therefore my advice to them in general is, that 
their chiefeſt care be, not to wink at any ſuch life- 
deſtroying actions for hope of gain, leſt that ſweet be 
imbittered by future trouble and diſgrace, That you 


may know them, obſerve theſe rules: Firſt, they are 


extraordinary curious about their horſes; they will have 


them as ſtrangely dreſt, as ſtrangely fed, with maſhes, 


bread, fleſh, and mingled provender, and that in an 


unuſual quantity. If any wonder at the extraordinary 
feeding of their horſes, they will endeavour to palliate 


their deſign therein, by ſaying. their good abilities de- 
ſerve it; nay, ſometimes they will Loaſt, that their 
worthy ſervices will ſoon repay the coſt; which are 


| palpable grounds for ſuſpicion. It is their cuſtom like. 
wiſe, to aſk. Whoſe horſe is that? What is the owner! 


Of what function or quality? Whither he intends to 
travel? How far, and when? Obſerve again, that their 
clo:k-bags are for the maſt part empty, carrying them 
only to make a ſhow. 

Next, the Chamberlain conducting them to their 


chamber, he is preſently diſmiſt, but let him hearken, 


and if they are Highwaymen, *tis ten to one but they 


fall to ſhare what my have purchaſed that day, and he 
hall ſee every one ta 


ing his dividend, as well as hear 
the money, if he narrowly prys into the chamber. 


This they never deter, leſt he who hath the purſe ſhoula 


cheat 


eat 
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cheat the reſt. But above all, for their diſcovery, - 
make this trial; cauſe one to knock haſtily at the gate, 
giving him inſtruction in the mean time that attend on 
them, to obſerve. their carriage then, and he will fee 
them ſtart and ſtare in each others face with ghaſtl 

looks, ſtruck with fear and amazement; ſpeak fo that 
they may hear you, ſeemingly to ſome other in the 
houſe, aſking what oflicers thoſe are; what is their bu- 

ſineſs; or whom do they look for; or the like. I they 
ſeem affrighted, bid them fear not, for none ſhall ſearch 
where they are, to offer them any injury; and that they 
are as ſafe with him as in a well fortified caſtle. By 
this means you may pry into their private thoughts and 
actions ſo far, as that you may gather, not only ſub. 
ſtantial grounds for more than bare conjectures, but it 
may be they will confeſs ſomething, defiring your con- 


cealment and ſuccour, and they ſhall think themſelves 


for ever obliged ; after this you may ule your own dif- 
cretion. Then again you may perceive by their loiter- 


ing and diſregard of time, what my expect; for they 


only bait to obſerve what purchaſe they can ſee paſs by, 


which when they have ſeen, they will pretend imme- 
diate buſineſs calls them to be gone, and ſo mount in 


great haſte. Again, when they come to an inn to 
lodge, they come in divided, or in ſeveral companies, 
fruſtrating the Hue and Cry by their numbers; beſides, 
if one party be ſurprized, the other may eſcape; and 
when the reſt comes in, they ſeem as ſtrangers to one 
another, enquiring of the Hoſt, what their companions 


are, what country men, whether he knows them? and 


if they find he hath any ſuſpicion of any them, they will 


feign ſome buſineſs that neceſſitates their ſpeedy depar- 


ture; but it you take them for honeſt men, met by 


chance in your kitchen, after ſome civil ſalutations, and 


drinking together, they ſoon become acquainted, and 
before they part, ſhew much familiarity. 

Thus, as I Was endeavouring to lay open their devi- 
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ces and deceits to repair what wrong my Country had 
luſtained by me, word was brought me, that I muſt 


immediately appear at the Bar, and there anſwer what - 
ihould be objected againſt me; and it was but juſt that 
J thould be now expoſed to the Law of Juſtice, ſince I 


had fo often rejected and flighted the Law of Mercy. 
Appearing at the Seſſions, and ſeeing ſo many of my 


Adverſaries ready to give in their evidence againſt me, 
J concluded myſelf a "loſt nin my very countenance- 


betrayed both by thoughts of guilt and diſpair. In 
thort, I received ſentence of death to be hanged at Ty- 


burn by the neck till I was dead, I thought theſe ſi 
tidings would have preſently deprived me of my life, 


and ſo have ſaved the Hangman a labour, All the way 
I went back to Newgate, J fancied nothing but Gibbets 


tood in my way, and that I faw no other Trades but 


Cordwinders. Being entered the priſon, I was forth- 
with put into the dungeon, loaden with heavy irons. I 


bad not been many hours there, before a. charitable 
Phyſician of the Soul, I mean a holy and pious Miniſter, 


came to viſit me, w ho adviſed me to repent, ſince it was 


high time, and endeavouring to diſburthen my con- 


ſcience, by extracting from me an ingenious confeſſion 


of the enormous crimes I had committed. Finding this 


rion to have no other deſign, but merely for my ſoul's 
fake, I told him the actions of my whole life. He was 


anrazed to hear ſuch notorious rogery in one man, and 
fo young; therefore, before he applied any cordial, he 
adminiſtercd his corroſives, and fo thoroughly ſearched 


cvery corner of my heart, that there was nothing hid 
from him. 
In the ſirſt place, he made me ſenſible of the wicked. 
nels of my life, and that every, nay, the leaſt evil 


85 deſcryed the loſs of eternal happineſs, It will 
take up too much time, to give an account of every 
-tbing this pious man ſaid for my information and con- 
lation. Sp ay and powerfully he delivered his 
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divine meſſage, that the hardneſs of my heart was able 
to hold out no longer, but melted into tears, was wil- 
ling to have its flintneſs broken by the hammer of 
Sacred Writ. Finding me in ſo good a temper, he left 
me to God and myſelf, for the perfecting that work he 
had ſo hopefully begun. | 
I began to confider what. I was, only a ſtatue of duſt, 
moved by the. hid engines of my reſtleſs paſſions; and 
yet I made a great noiſe in the world, as if both the 
globes had been unwombed from that formleſs chaos 
by the midwifry of my wit; all my actions were at- 
tended with ſo much ſucceſs, as if I had been one of 
heavens privy-counſellors, which ſwelled me up with 
ſo much arrogance, that I ſpoke thunder, lookt light- 
ning, and breathed deſtruction; and by the eloquence 
of my own vanity, I perſuaded myſelf, that the ma- 
chinations of my brains were able to unhinge the poles; 
but it is otherwiſe decreed, that the Miniſters of Juſtice. 
ſhould put a period to my pride, to make me know I 
am but a man, and that mortal too. | 
Having but a ſhort time to live, I thought it very re- 
quifite to think of that which muit ſhortly be the means 
to convey me either to bliſs or woe; by fo doing, I 
ſeized on death before it ſeized on me. It was the fit- 
telt Subject I could buſy my Soul about; for what more 
| heavenly, than the thought of immortality ? and what 
lo neceſlary as the thought of death? Senaca ſaith, Nen 
he vas a young man, he ſtudied to live well ; when aged, how 
10 die well: but I never practiſed it, therefore am igno- 
rant, which makes me ſo fearful, that I know not how 
to be careful of not being found unprepared. Methinks 
I already hear that doleful Bell. My ſole companions 
where now deſpair and fear, for the King of fear is 
death ; and indeed there is nothing abſolutely fearful, 
but what tends to death; and I am confident the fear 
of death is worſe than the pains of death: for, fear of 
death kills us often, whereas death itſelf can do it but 
once. 
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once. Life all not be troubled with t too much care, 
nor death with too much fear, becauſe fears betray, and 
cares diſorder thoſe ſuccours which reaſon would afford 
to both: and though ſome ſay, he is more ſorrowful 
than is neceflary, that is ſorrowful before there is neceſ- 
ſity ; yet that for] cannot be in a good condition, ſo 
long as it fears to think of dying; but did I not ſorrow 
now, and juſtly fear that meſſenger that muſt bring me 
before the Tribunal of Heaven, I thould have too little 
time to waſh away ſo many black ſpots, eſpecially hav- 
ing nothing but objects of terror before my eyes; but | 
never needed have feared what I ſhould ſuffer when 
dead, if I had not deſerved it whilſt 1 lived. Life is 
not alike to all men. 

To ſuch a wicked wretch as I am, the beſt had been 
that I never had been; in this condition, it was ill for 
me that I was born, worſe for me that I muſt die; for 
without unfeigned repentance, this dying life will bring 
me to a living death; whereas a good man is otherwiſe 

minded, he counts his end the belt of his being, for that t 
brings him to the fruition of his hope; could death end m 
miſery, it ſhould be the greateſt happineſs I would wiſh; a 
but my preſent miſeries will be but the beginning I h: 
of worle; yea, ſuch as death itſelf cannot terminate. re 

Now came into my mind the confideration of Eter- i ry 
nity; and with it, I remembered how it was repreſent- IIa 
ed by the Ancients, with very much helped my contem- I w! 
plation ; which was thus: A vaſt denful of horror, no 
round about which a Serpent winds itſelf, and in the I He 
winding bites itſelf by the tail. At the right hand of 
this Den, ſtands a young man of a moſt beautiful and 
pleaſant countenance, holding in his right hand a Bow 
and two Arrows, and in his left an Harp. In the ef- 

trance fits an old man oppoſite, and having his eyes ve- 

ry intent on the Table Book, writes according to the 
dictations of the young man ſanding by. At the left 


. hand of this Den, fits a Grave Matron grey prac 
ag an 
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and having per eyes always buſied. At the mouth here- 
of, are four Stars aſcending by degrees; the firſt is of 
Iron, the ſecond of Braſs, the third of Silver and the 
aſt of Gold: On theſe are little Children ſporting up 


and down, playing fearleſs, and inapprehenſive of Tall- 


ing: The fight of this Emblem of Eternity inculcated 
into my thoughts this interpretation: The Den, which 
was bottomleſs, ſigniſied to me the incomprehenſibility 
of Eternity; the circumferating Serpent, Time; the 
young man, Nature: on Earth and Hell are her Ar- 
rows faſtned; but in Heaven there is the Harp, fulneſs 
of joy, and pleaſures inexpreſlible : The Old man I 
looked upon to be Fate; the grave Matron, Providence 
the Stars, diſtin Times and Ages; the Children run- 
ning up and down the Stairs without fear of danger, 
do lignify fooliſh Man and Woman, who regardleſs of 
their "Salvation, ſport and play with it ſo long, till they 
lip into Eternity. So have I been careleſs of that which 
ſhould have been my greateſt care, though I know that 
the leaſt and lighteſt touch of death were ſufficient, in a 
moment to tranſlate from Time to Eternity. Were we 
all to live a thouſand years we ſhould before we had run 
halt our courſe, in our very non-age apply ourſelves to 
repentance and newnels of life.- Now, i is the time, eve- 
ry hour, every moment : now one part of an hour (2s 
lam informed, to my comfort) may obtain pardon here, 
Which all Eternity cannot hereafter. Therefore, let this 
wow be my time to cancel my debts and treſpaſſes againſt 
Heaven, which I can never do in Hell-fire, in all the 
years and times to come hereafter. Let ſuch who have 
ved (as D in all manner of wickedneſs, conſider what 

Eternity is, which may make them return like the pe- 
nitent Pr odigal. What then is Eternity? It is a circle 
running back into itſelf, whoſe center is every where, 
ind circumferance no where. 


Eternity 1s like a year, continually Wheeling about, 


O 


which turns again to the fame point from whence it be- 
gun 
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n, and ſtill wheels about again. It is an ever running, 
Fountain, whither the waters after many runnings flow 
back again, that they may always flow. It is a bottom. 
leſs pit, whoſe revolutions are endleſs. It may be com- 
ed to a ſneak bowed back unto itſelf orbocularly, 
olding its tail in its mouth; which in its end ot a- 
gain begin, and never ceaſeth. What is eternity ? It is 
à duration always preſent; it is one perpetual day, 
which is not divided into that which is paſt, and that 
which is to come: Or, it is an age of ages, never ex- 
piring, and never changing : Or, more properly, it is 
4 beginning continuing, never ending, always begin- 
ning, in which the ble ed begin a blefled life, in which 
the damned always die, and after all death and ſtrug- 
gling therewith, always begin again to die. As Hell, 
torments are eternal, ſo will the conſcience be perpetu- 
= ally tormented with deep and horrid deſpair for the life 
= paſt: Their worm ſhall not die. The poets of old al- 
= Iiuded to this place notably in that Fiction or Fable of 
Titus, whom Virgil feigneth, that a flying Vulture every 
day graws and tears his Liver, which is every night 
again repair'd and made up, that every day the Vulture 
may have more matter to prey upon. What is this Vulture, 
but the worm I ſpeak of ? and what is this Liver, but 
the conſcience always gnawing and tormented ? Not 
only this (as he that preach'd my Funeral Sermon told 
me) but all the torments of the damned ſhall never have 
end, becauſe there can be no place or ſatisfaction: For 
although theſe inexpreſſible torments ſhall continue ma- 
ny millions of years; yet ſhall there not one hour, no, 
not one minute of refpit be granted. 

Let us then be no longer forgetful of ourſelves, and 
ſo degenerate into beaſts but ſeriouſly to conſider our 
end, and what thall come after. All men are in the 
way of Eternity, but I am nem almoſt at my journeys 


end: I fit on the Stairs of Eternity, expecting when 
| one | 
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done ſmall thruſt ſhall plunge me into the bottomleſs pit, 


where one hours puniſhment ſhall be more. grievous 
than an hundred years here in the bittereſt torments : 
There they are tortured for infinite millions of Ages 
and are ſo far from finding an end, as never to be able 
to hope for an end. The conſideration of theſe things 
brought me to that paſs, as I was content to ſuffer any 
thing in this life, ſo that I might not ſuffer in the life to 


come. Though a King, I ſhould willingly and patient- 


have endured what Andronicus did, Emperor of the 
Eaſt; who (as Hiſtory relates) being overcome and taken 
priſoner by Iſaac Angelo, had immediately two great 
chains of iron about his neck; and being laden with 
fetters, was brought before I/aac, who delivered him 


over to the rage of the multitude, to be abuſed at their 


pleaſure. This rabble being incenſt and ſtimulated on 
by revenge, Some buffeted him, Some baſtinado'd him, 
others pulled him by the beard, twitching the hair from 
his head, daſhing out his teeth, dragging him in public 
through the ſtreets : the inſolence of women was ſuch, 
Js to fall upon him, leaving the marks of their nails in 
his face. After all this, they cut off his right-hand : 
thus maimed and bruiſed, he was thrown into the dun- 
geon of thieves and robbers, without either attendance, 
or the leaſt thing neceſſary to ſuſtain life: Some few 
days being paſt, they put out one of his eyes: thus 
mangled, they put upon him an old rotten ſhort coat, 
ſhaved his head ſet him upon a ſcabbed Camel, with his 
face towards the tail, put on his Head a Crown of Gar- 
lick, made him hold in his hand the Camels Tail inſtead 


of a Scepter, and ſo they carried him through the Mar- 


ket-place very leaſurcly, with great pomp and triumph. 


Here did the moſt impudent crew, and baſe among the 


people, like Tygers after an inhuman maaner fall upon 
him, not conſidering in the leaft, that. not three days 
before he was no leſs than an Emperor, crowned with 
2 Royal Diadem, whoſe trowns were inevitable death) 
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was honoured, yea, adorned of all men. Their rage 
and madneſs fitted every one with inſtruments to ex- 


ecute their revenge: Some ſtruck him on the head with 


ſlicks, others filled his noſtrils with dirt, others ſqueez- 
ed ſpunges i in his face ſoaked in human and beaſtial ex- 
crements: Some threw ſtones, others dirt at him. An 
impudent woman as he paſt, came running out with 
ſcalding water in her hand, and poured it on his head. 
All theſe indignities which they exerciſed upon this 
poor Emperor, did not fatisfy their inſatiate revenge, 
but bringing him to the Theatre, took him down from 
the Camel, and hung him up by the heels: yet did he 
behave himſelf like a man, by bearing patiently what 
was afflicted upon him, being never heard to cry out 
againſt the cruelty of his fate, All that he was hear'd 
to fay was this, which he often repeated, Domine miſcre- 
re, Domine miſerere. Thus hanging up, one would have 
thought their malice ſhould have ceaſed, but they ſpa- 
red him not ſo long as he lived; for ulling his coat 
from his body, they tore him with their nails. One 
fiercer than the reſt, ran his Sword through his body 
as he was hanging : Two others, to try whole Sword 
was ſharpeſt, cut him and gaſh'd him in ſeveral places, 
and ſo ended his life miſerably, but was not ſuffered to 
be buried. Oh, that my condition were as Andronicus, 


to ſuffer all that man can lay upon me, that I might not 


periſh for ever: I would be content to be miſerable for 


Ho Mort a time, that I may not be miſerable to all eter- 
nity. 


ueſtionleſs he could never have ſuffered ſuch things 
fo conſtantly and couragiouſly but that he had Eternity 
in his thoughts; and were our minds imployed about 


the ſame ſubject, and adverſity or affliction we ſhould 


more eaſily bear. From the time of my condemnation 
till Monday morning, I ſlept not, neither did I eat nor 
drink: then did I hear my paſſing Bell (having heard 


56 day before my Funeral Sermon) every ſtroke | 


thought 
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| thought carried my Soul one degrec higher, being con- 


{dent 1 had made my peace above. Whillt I was in the 
depth of Meditation, and my Soul breathing out this 
ſhort pile : | 


' Is there no hope now of Relief, 
In this Extremity ? 
Mercy ere now haih ſav'd a Thief, 
And may do as much for JC. 7 


— 


Behold, a friend came to viſit me (chat n never «Had 


me during my impriſonment) but now in the time of' 


need brought me a Reprieve: when Llooked thereon at 
firſt, I could not believe my own eyes; I thought I 
dreamed, or that grief had ſo diſtracted me that I ĩima- 
gined things that are not. My friend at length cleared 
up my doubts; but I ſhall tell you this for a truth, I 
knew not whether I had beſt accept of this ſelf preſerv- 
ing courteſy, for I thought I had fo well ſettled my 
eternal concerns, as that I had nothing elſe to do but 


die. About a fortnight after, I was tent aboard, in or- 


der to my tranſportation, my ſentence of death was 
converted into ſeven years baniſhment, OY 
The Ship that was to tranſport me lay at TWoelliqge: a- 
about the latter end of Augiſt, 1650, I was conveyed 
aboard a luity Ship, a Virginia Merchant-man, and was 
inſtantly clap'd under the Hatches ; but I knew they 
would quickly call me alott, if there was any ſighting 


work; as ſuth a thing might eaſily be, ſince the Sea was 


no where free from ſuch as would make a prize of what. 
Veſlels were too weak to contend with them. Having 
Pen, Ink, and Paper, about me, I buſied my thoughts 
and pen in contriving conſolation for my diſquieted aud 


difconſolate mind, thus: 


Why ſhould not I with patience ſuffer ſome 


e kit what brought them to their Martyrdot. z 
Many 
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Many a Saint bath ſuffer'd on a Croſs ; 

And our good King endur'd three Kingdoms leſs, 
Shall fool then, at any Croſs take grief? 
Tyburn's the way to heaven for many a T hief. 
But muſt I now to Sea ? well "tis no matter ; 
Fartune now frowns, though heretofore did flatter „ 
Let not my Soul deſpend, fince tis my hap, 

PII ſcorn that Whore, and truſt to Thetis lap: 
Though ſbe may foam with anger, and the wind 
May agravate her paſſion, I may find. 

Her calm again, and ſet me on that ſhore, 
Fhere I may Moor, and put to ſea na more. 
Neptune may ſhake his Trident, and each wave, 
Or tumbling billoto may become my grave. 

A thundring Cannon may pronounce my death, 
Or a ſmall ſhot bereave me of my breath : 

All <obich may throng together in full crowds, 
To make me a winding ſheet of tatter d. ſhrowds, 
The wind ſhall ng my requiem, and my Enel, 
Shall be a piece of Ordnance, that ſhall tel! 

My angry fate, I'm dead, and the Sea muſt 

1 without the form of duft to duſt. 

But I hope better things aud do believe, 

My good events will make the Faris grieve, 


About the beginning of September following, we ſet 


fail for the Downs. As ; foon as we had weighed Anchor, 
a thick melancholy cloud encompaſſed my thoughts, and 


ſo much ſadneſs ſeized my Spirits, as if I had been not 


fo much taking my leave of my dearly beloved country, 


as leaving the world, though my ſoul could not foreſee 


the leaſt danger, nor be troubled at the apprehenſion of 
What flavery I was to undergo in my excilement ; yet 
certainly I found this ſtrange anguiſh and compaſſion to 
be ominous, proceeding from ſome thing divine, which 
is able to unriddle the Apocrypha of nature, and made 


* Soul ſenſible of ſome approaching miſchict. Having 
been 
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been about five days at Sea, one Morning, juſt as the 
Sun began to gild our Hemiſphere with his Golden Rays, 


the Boatſwain made us all turn out, and commanded al 


hands upon deck : coming aloft, 1 could not ſee a man 
in whole face there was not written the pale characters of 
fear and amazement ; which were the infallible marks 
of ſome ſudden and enſuing danger. Upon my firſt 
coming on board, 1 could diſcern a great many red- 


_ nos'd fellows (a drunkards truſt indicium) but the ap- 


prehenſion of preſent danger had now extinguiſh'd all 


thoſe flaming torches of their faces, without the help of 


water: The faces indeed of the ſtouteſt amongſt us, were 
ſo altered by this affrightment, that we knew not almoſt 


one another; loſing our natural complexions through © 


the extremity of paſſion. One was at his prayers, that 
never till then knew what a prayer was; another ſhed- 
ding of briny tears, to make room for more ſalt wa- 
ters: for my own part, I found myſelf not much mov- 
ed, having lately made myſelf acquainted with death. 


| By this time I underſtood what had paſt ; that is, our 


ſhip had ſprung a leak, and was ready to ſink. Seeing 
every man in that poſture, and that there required 
means, as well as prayers for our preſervation ; Come 
(ſaid I Gentlemen) let us not thus cry out, and never 
lend our aſſiſting hand; let us to the pump, and let 
every one be employed in this grand concern. Where- 
upon we all unanimouſly fell to work: but as it is uſual 
in ſuch extreams, we were all buſy about. doing of ao- 
thing ; what we began we left imperfect, and fell into 
another, and ſo perfected nothing to our own ſafety. 

Some were ſent down into the Fold, who quickly re- 
turned to us with the Symptoms of death in their coun- 
tenances; for they all with heſitations and quivering of 


Tongue, with words abruptly or half ſpoken, ſigniſied 


to us, that our Ship's wound was incurable, that the 
leak could not be itop'd, but that we mult inevitably 


periſh within ſome minutes. Theſe words I receive ed as 
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from a death's head, which I never heard ſpeak before; 
and truly his very looks would have lufficiently declared 
what meſſage he was about to deliver, viz. ruin and 
immediate deſtruction. Our inexprefiible fears beraved 


we know what was beſt to be done. Our Maſter com- 
manded our Long-boat to be caſt out, and withal, or- 
dered ſome eight Guns to be fir'd, which methought 
reſembled ſo many toles of my Paſſi ing-bell, when I was 
deſigned to pals by gt. Sepulchers Church in a Cart, guard- 


of the Saracen's Head, on Srow-Hill, for terror, horror, 
and mercileſs procceding ; at to all which, theſe Canibal 
will outvie that inhumane and bloody Nation. Every 
man endeavouring to ſhift tor himſelf, and I amongſt 
the reſt (being loath to be drowned alone) lept ſhort of 


neceſſity then forcing me to uſe treble deligence to re- 
cover myſelf, with much difficulty I got into the Boat: 

as no ſooner there, but another leap*'d down upon 
me, and had like to have beaten the reſt of my breath 
out of my body: which I took kindly enough, for I 
would have been content to have borne them all on my 
back, nay, boat and all, fo that I might have eſcaped 
with life. We were conſtrained to leave many of our 
friends behind us, and committed ourſelves to the Sea, 


hopes daſhed, as well as ourſelves by the waves: for we 
Were 4 in diſpair of human help: for we were left 
in the wide Occan, which did not at that time wear a 


_ 
a p 
„%% 


into prodigious Mountains, which every moment 
threatned our over-whelming. How could we expect 
Hfety in an open Shalop, when ſo ſtately a Caſtle of 
Wood, which ve but now loſt could not defend itſelf, 
nor preſerve us from the intolency of the imperious 


ue 
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us of the power of counſelling one another; neither did 


ed by fellows whoſe viſages were the true reſemblance 


the boat, and fell into the Sea in Charontis Cymba ; but 


driving us we knew not whither. Now were all our 


{mooth brow, but contending with the Wind, ſwell'd 


Waves? We were many Leagues from an ſhore, {Vl e 
| neither 


/ 


neither Compaſs to guide us, nor proviſion to ſuſtain us, 
being as well ſtarved with cold as hunger. Several bags 

of money we had with us; but what good could that 
do us where there is no exchange? We could neither 
cat nor drink it; neither would it keep us warm, nor 
purchaſe our deliverance. Therefore we may juſtly eſ- 
teem money, in its own nature, as an impotent crea- 
ture, a very cripple, inutile pondus, an uſeleſs burden. 
could not now imagine any thing could preferve us, 
leſs than a miracle: and as we were all ſinful creatures, 
eſpecially myſelf, we could not expect that nature ſhould 
o out of her ordinary way to ſave us. The waves in- 
45 carried us up to Heaven, . 


Jam Yam tacruros federa ſi mm putes. 


Neptune ſure at this time was very game/ome, for he 
play'd at Tennis with us poor Mortals, making a wave 
his Racket, to bandy us up and down like Balls: Some- 
times we ſeemed fo proud and lofty, being raiſed ſo 
high, as if we had been about to ſcale Heaven; which 
the incenſed Deity perceiving, ſeemed again to throw 
us down headlong to Hell, for too much ambition and 

| preſumption : yet I could not ſee but that the extremi- 
ty of our condition pleaded for us, crying aloud for pi- 
ty and compaſſion. I was now ſilent, committing my- - 
elf into the hands of providence ; yet verily beheving, 
that the inverſion of the old Proverb appertaihed to me, 
that being not born to be hanged, I ſhould be drown- 
ed. Commonly we are not ſo much moved with a cla- 
morous and importunate beggar, who hunts after our 
Alms with open Mouth, and makes Hue and Cry after - 
our Charity (as if we had robbed him who begs of us) 
as with the filence of impotent Lazars's': their ſore 
peak loudeſt to our afſections; Qt vulnera, tot ora? 
each wound is a gaping mouth ſtrenuoufly imploring 
mercy; the fight whereof cannot but melt the moſt ob- 
„ „ durate 
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durate ſpectator into a charitable compaſſion. This was 
our caſe, our miſery was louder than our prayers, and 
our deplorable condition, certainly was more prevalent 
than our imperfect devotions. In this moment of death, 
when we were without the leaſt expectation of any de- 
liverance, the wind choped about and drove back the 
Ship that had over-run us: this was unqueſtionably 
Digiti Dei. This Ship made towards us, and we, what 
in us lay, towards it: The wind blew hard, and the in- 
ſulting Sea, that will not admit of pity, roſe high upon 


boat with our hats. It was my chance to fit on the 
weather fide ; fain would I have exchanged my place, 
but ſuch compliments are uſelefs in a ſtorm, ſo that! 
was conſtrained to endure patiently the indignation of 
my raging enemy. But now began another diſpair, for 
with all our endeavours we cold not reach the Ship, 
nor ſhe us, although ihe hung. on the Lee to retard her 
courſe. Thus our pregnant hopes brought forth nothing 
but wind and: water, for the Ship rode on furiouſly be- 
fore the wind, and we come after in purſuit of her, as 
flowly as if an Hedg-hog had been running with a Race 
Horſe; ſo that we, which before flattered ourſelves with 
an aſſurance of ſafety, were as much confounded with 
A certainty of periſhing.. In my opinion it 1s better to 
have no hopes at all, than be diſappointed in them: 

doubtleſs it did redouble the puniſhment of Tantalur, to 
touch what he could not he F hat Mariner, who ſee- 
ing a fatal neceſlity for it, is content to die in a tempeſt, 

would be exceedingly troubled: te- periſſi in a Haven, I. 
Portu perire- In this very condition were we, having 
2 Ship near us, but could not board her for ſtreſs of 
weather; ſo that ruin attended us, though all the while 
s look'd ſafety in the face. Now did it grow dark, 

whereby we += not fee which way to row : though 
1s was an evil in its own nature, yet accidentally it 
became our gs for not ſeeing, our danger, we un- 


us: ſo that we were forced to lave the water out of the 
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was otherwiſe decreed, for about one o' clock we were 
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derſtood it not, but redoubling our ſtrength, we brake 


through the waves, and by the aſſiſtance of a light, 
which was in the Ship, we directed our courſe truly; 
and now did we find we were very near her. As ſoon 
as we touched her on the Lee fide, the Seamen, with 
the reſt in the boat, being more dexterous in the art of 

climbing than myſelf, never regarding their.exiPd pri- 


ſoner, (hom they ought to have taken charge of) got 


all up into the Ship in a moment, leaving me alone in 
the Boat. By good hap they threw me out a Rope, 
which ence had like te have deprived me of my life, 
but was now the preſerver, which I held faſt, to keep 
the Boat from ſtaving off. Our Boat was half full of 
water, and the waves daſhed it ſo violently againſt the 
Ghip fide, that every ſtroke ſtruck me down, ſo that 1 
had like to have been drowned (and did much fear it) 
in that Epitome of the Sea. it would have vexed any 
man in my condition, to eſcape by ſwimming over a 
large River, and coming aſhore, to be drowned'in a 
Waſh-bowl. At laſt with much difficulty I got on board 
the Ship. The Maſter, Merchants, &c. having ſav'd 
their lives 8 miraculouſly) one would have thought | 
not have been ſo penſive as they were for 
the loſs of their goods. Thoſe which loſt much took it 
very heavily ; thoſe which loſt leſs, their affliction was 
greater, having loſt all: I was the mog lad, having loſt 
nothing, neither could I any thing but life. -Having 
eſcaped ſo miraculouſly, it was unchriſtian like to mur. 
mur at any loſs, and as ridicylous as if a man being re- 
ſtored to life, ſhould complain that his winding rt 
had ſuſtained ſome damage by lying in the grave, The 
Ship wherein we were was bound for the Canaries. The 
ſecond night after our deliverance, about ten o'clock, 
having ſet our Watch, we laid ourſelves down to reſt, 
with the thoughts of much ſafety and ſecurity, but it 


forced to uſe all hands aloft, a moſt terrible ſtorm he. 
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to kite, and the wind blew ſo furiouſly, that 
e morning we loſt our bow-ſprit and mizon: we 


durſt not bear the leaſt fail, but let oe tp bet ſhip drive whi-. 
ore 


ther the wind and waves pleaſed; e the next 

night we couid not indure our remaining maſts ſtand- 
ing, but were neceſſitated to cut them by the board. 
Thus we were tumbled up and down for four days and 


as many nights, contending with the waves in a piched- 


„ not knowing where we were, till our Ship truck. 
10 violently againſt a Rock, that the horrid noiſe there- 
of would have even made a dead man ſtartle, to which 
add the hideous cries of the Seamen, bearing a part with 
the whirling winds and roaring Seas all which together 
ſeeined to me to be the trueſt Repreſentation of the day 
of Judgment. The Ship ſtuck faſt ſo long between two 
Rocks, as that we had time enough, all 96 us, to leap 
out; the only means left us for our ſafety. | 
We all got upon a Rock and the Morning Star having 


drawn 4% 1 Curtain of the Night; we found that we were 


a very little diſtant from the ſhore ; getting thereon, 
and ranging to and fro, we at laſt eſpied a ſmall houſe, 


the ſight whereof made us direct our foot-ſteps thither, 
| Keering our courſe ſolely þy the compaſs of our eyes: 


come to the houſe, the Maſter thereof ſtood at 
the door; we addreſt ourſelves to him in Engliſh, but 
his replications W Spaniſh, which we underſtood 
not: therefore I ſgake to him in Latin, in which lan- 
guage he an{werec me Tam compte, tam prompte, both 
quaintly and readily, in that tongue I made a ſhift to 
tell him the ſad Illiades in our misfortunes. This no- 


ble Spaniard underſtood fortunes, and knew Our diſtret- 


ſes better by our looks than my relations, which made 


ſuch a deep impreſſion in his ſoul, that his gravity could 


forbear the ſhedding of ſome few tears, SY that one 


4 L * 12 have thought he had ſuffered Ship-wrack as well 


He deſired us to come into his houſe, and re- 


ſh ſa qurichves: what little meat he had ſtew'd in "You 
| Oa 


a piece of Bacon, that ha 
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load of herbs, with ſome porous only ſeaſoned with 
ſerv'd for that purpoſe at 
leaſt a dozen times, he ordered to be ſet before us ; be- 
ing NO ways ſparing of Wine, better than any L ever 
taſted in Faverns; this good man not being acquainted 
with daſhing, dulcifying, &6, Seeing us eat ſo heartily, 
he cauſed another dith to be provided, which was com- 
poſed of ſuch variety of creatures, that I DER he 
lerved us in as a Meſs, the piſt Chapter of Genes: 
Ola-podrida was fo cooked, that the diſtinction of a 


creature was ſauced out by our knowledge. Having ſa- 


tisfied our hungry ſtomachs, he diſmiſed all, exceptin 
myſelf, deſiring me to accept of what kindneſs he coul 
do me, for he confeſt he took much pleaſure in my ſo- 
ciety and diſcourſe, ' I was very well contented to en- 
tertain his proffer: In ſome few days he told me he was 
to go to Sea, being Captain of a Veſſel that lay in Pe- 
rimbana, a {mall Sea-faring Town near the place of our 


Shipwrack: and aſking me whither I would go with 


him to the Indies, (whither he was bound) I readily con- 
ſented, and in ſome few days after We did fail 8 8 
thence, to ee our en rr 293248. .0 
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C.. SESSIONS 


N 4 F. XXIV. 


8 From 1 a ſmall maritine Town on the Spaniſ coaſt, 
be ſets ſail with Capt. Ferdinando Velaſquez, bound to the 
alt Indies ; but by the way meets with three Turkiſh Gal- 
leys, and. by them is taken, miſcrably abuſed, and impriſon- 
ed. He is brought forth by a Jew (a miſerable avaricious 
nan 2, and by a ſtratagem he delivers himjelf from that 
Maſter, is fold to a Gracian, in heart a Chriſtian : the 
4 Sup being taken, and his Maſter drowned, | he eſcaping lo 
Dire by ſwimming, and is at his own liberty. From hence 
ö he ſets ſail to Swalley-Road, and ſa from thence coafted till 
e arrived at Delyn, a town that belongs to the Malahars : 
be gives an account 27 what he there few and ee 


N hour before day we left the pont; and failed 
along the coaſt before the wind, about noon we 
diſcerned three veſſels, whereupon we gave them chaſe: 
in leſs than two hours v got up to them, and then we 
could eaſily perceive that they were Turkiſh Galleys, 
whereof we were no ſooner aſſured, but we betook our- 
ſelves to flight, making to Land with all ſpeed poſſible, 

to avoid the danger — inevitably threatened us. The 
Turks underſtanding our deſign, preſently hoiſted up all 

their fails, and having the wind favourable, bore up to 
us 10 cloſe, and getting within a ſmall Faulcon ſhot. of 
us they diſcharged their Ordnance on us, wherewith 
they killed cight of our men, and wounded as many 
more, and ſo battered our Ship beſides, that we were 
Need to throw a great quantity of our lading over- 
_ Zgzard. The Turks in the mea while loſt no time, but 
1 pled us: we on the other ſide, who were able to 

„knowing that on our valour and undaunted cou- - 
- rage 
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rage depended our lives or loſs of liberty, with — 
tual· ſlavery, reſolving to fight it out — this determi- 
nation we boarded their Admiral, doing very eminent 
execution; but, being over powered with numbers, we 
ſo over preſt and wearied, that we deſiſted from makin 
any further reſiſtance: For, of 35 men we had at firſt 
we only had remaining ten, whereof two died the next 
day, whom the Turks cauſed to be cut in pieces or 
quarters, which they hung at the end of their Main- 
yard for a ſign of Victory. Being taken, we were car- 
ried by them to a Town called Mecca, and received by 
the Governor and Inhabitants, who expected and wait- 
ed the coming of theſe pirates, in the company was 
likewiſe one of the chiefeſt Sacerdolal dignity ; and be- 
cauſe he had been a little before in Pilgrimage at the 
Temple of their prophet Mahomet in Mecca, he was 
honoured and eſteemed by all the people as a very holy 
man. This Mahometan Impoſter rid in a triumphant 
Chariot up and down the Town, covered with Silk Ta- 
peſtry, and with a deal of ceremonious fopperies, be- 
ſtowed on the people his benediction as he paſſed along, 
exhorting them to return hearty thanks to their great 
prophet for this Victory obtained over us. 

The inhabitants hearing that we were Chriſtians taken 
Captives, flocked about us: and being exceed 
tranſported with Choler, fell to beatiag of us in t . 
cruel manner, that I thought it a vain thing to hope to 
elcape alive out of their hands, and all this, becauſe we 
owned the names of Chriſttans. When I was in Buglamd 
juſtly was ſentenced to die for my villanies, and now. 
here only for the bare profcftion of Chriſtianity, I muſt 
not be ſuffered to hve. This wicked Cacis (as they 
called him) inſtigated them on to thofe outrages they 
committed; who made them believe, that the worſe the 


dealt with us, the more favour and mercy they ſhoul& 
receive from Mahomet hereafter. We were chainedyall YM 
together. and in that manner were we led in triumpß ß 3 
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and as we b along, 


Chriſtians: wherein every one ſtrived to be moſt for- 


ward, being inſtigated thereunto by the Prieſt, my ſuf. 
7 ferings then put me in mind of my former wiſtics, to 
afflicted here, 


eternal Torments hereafter: I re- 


be as unfortunate Andronicus, miſerably 


that I might eſcape 
ceived in part the effect of my quondum withes, no ways 
acceptable to my prefent delires. 


were they clapt us into the Dungeon, where we remain- 
ed twenty-one days, expoſed to all kinds of miſery hav- 
ing no other proviſion allowed us, than a little Oat-meal 


or Rice and Water, which was diſtributed to us every 


morning, What ſhould ſerve us for that whole day; for 
variety fake, we had ſometimes a {mall ann of Peaſe 
ſoaked in Water. 

In the morning the Goaler repairing to us, Rnd two 
of our miſerable” companions dead, by reaſon of their 
wounds, which were many, and not looked into. This 
made him haite to the Gil, or Judge, to acquaint 
him of what had happened; who upon information gi— 
ven, came to the Priſon in Perſon, attended with ofli- 
cers and other people : where having cauſed their irons 
to be ſtruck off, he ordered their bodies to be dragged 
through the Town, and 1o caſt into the Sei. We That 
remained were chained together, and ſo led out of Pri- 


ſon unto the common Place of Sale, to be fold to him 


that ſhould give moſt. By reaſon of my ſtrength (Which 
thoſe that looked on might argue, from the ſtreightneſ⸗ 
and firmneſs of my limbs, being elevated by the Pole 


above a common or middle Stature) I] was firſt bought 


one, whom at the firſt ſight, I could not well tell 
thether he was Man or Devil; for his complexion was 


ce ſame colour as the Devil is uſually repreſented; 


He's carried me home 
tO 


y all, in mort he Was a Jew. 


we had our heads' waſhed with | 
| Rofe-water, thrown down upon us trom Belconies, with 
other filth, in deriſion and contempt of the name ot 


Having tired them 
ſelves in tormenting us till the evening, bound as we 
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as we were entering its Mouth, We | 
coming upon us, which perceiving us to be fe in num 


1 
to his Houſe, where I no ſooner arrived, but he mark- 
ed me for his own : My employment was conſtantly to 


turn a hand-mill : If I reſted at any time, though ever 


ſo little, the puniſhment he inflicted on me was three 
or four blows on either the Belly or Soles of my Feet: 


which were doubled or trebled according as he Judged ++ 


of my offence : my diet was fuch as only ſerved to keep 
me alive. In general, he uſed me ſo cruelly, that I be- 
came deſperate, I once thought it better refolutely to 
cut the thread of my life, than ſpin it out longer in ſo 
much wretchedneſs and miſery. Revenge too induced 
me to the undertaking this attempt, as knowing him to 
be the moſt covetous wretch living, and therefore would 
even hang himſelf when he ſhould loſe what he had paid 
for me: but conſidering myſelf, T made choice of a bet- 
ter expedient, which was to pretend (what I intended 


not) to kill myſelf : I made choice of ſuch a time, when 
was ſure ſome one or other was ſet to watch me; who - 


perceiving that I was about to deſtroy myſelf, ruſhed in 
and prevented me, and went forthwith to inform m) 
Maſter of what he had ſeen ; adviſing him withal to fe 


me out of hand, otherwiſe he would infallibly be a lo- 


fer by me. My Maſter taking notice of my countenance 
and behaviour, reſolyed to put his friends councel in 
practice; and ſo ſold me to another, who fortunately 
proved a Greek, that in ſhew was à Mahometan, but 
cordially a Chriſtian. Once more was I delivered from 
miſeries that are hardly to be endured, and was embark- 
ed with my new Maſter in a Ship bound for the E2f-Ir- 
dies. In the cqurſe that we held, we failed with fo prof- 


perous a gale, that in a very ſhort time we arriv'd in 


view of the Port of Di; but ſeeing ſeveral Veſſels ly- 


ing before that Fort, firing againk it in a hoſtile manner, 
we ſhap'd our courſe to Goa, when we arrived in fate. 


ty. From hence we failed unte River Lugor; juſt 


I 3, p ber 


50 


ſaw a great Funk 


T7 


1 


( 298) 


ber, and our Veſſel but ſmall, fell clofe with our prow | 
on the Larboard- ſide, and then thoſe that were in her, 
threw into us great Cramp-irons faſtned unto two long | 
chains, wherewith they grappled us faſt unto them; 
which they had no ſooner done, but incontiently ſome | 
o or 80 Mahometans ſtarted out from under theHatches, | 
that till then had Jain lurking there; and poured out 
their ſmall-ſhot upon us, clapt us a board in an inſtant, | 
Thoſe that knew what it was to be a ſlave to the mer. MW 
dcileſs Turks, leapt into the Sea, whereof I was one: ve 
were not far from land, ſo that it was not long before! | 
ot ſafe to ſhore ; it was my Maſter's misfortune (and | 
truly I think my unhappineſs, for he behaved himſelf 
to me as one of his familiar friends) being wounded, | 
and ignorant in ſwimming, to be entombed in the | 
deep. There were five or fix more that eſcaped the | 
danger of their enemies and the ſea, that wading. up to | 
the middle in mud, landed in fafety ; with theſe I hid | 
myielf in the next adjacent Wood. There was hardly | 
one of rs but received ſome hurt and being now diveſt- | 
e1 of all hope of help, we could not forbear to unman 
ourſelves by weeping, complaining againſt our hard 
deſtiny, that ſhould in ſo ſhort a time bring us into ſo 
a diſaſter. In this deſolation we ſpent the remaining 
tragical part of the day, but conſidering with ourſelves, 
that the place was mooriſh, and full of venemous 
creatures, we betook ourſelves to the Ouze, ſtanding | 
therein up to the middle. The next morning by break 
of day, we went along by the River fide, until we came 
to a Channel, which we durſt not paſs for fear of Li- 
=ards, plenty we had ſight of; we wandered fo long to 
avoid this and the Bogs covered with ruſhes, which en- 
_ vironed us about, till that we were forced to reſt our- 6 
felves, being ſo weaxied and fo hungry, that we could 
not go one ſtep farther, In the morning awaking, four 
of our company lay dead, fo that there was only one re- 
maining to bear me company: I now auen my! con- 
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dition worſe than if I had hung at 7. yburn, ſurrounded 


with a full Jury of fellow-ſufferers: my companion and 
, with tears, ſang the obſequies of our dead friends, 


expecting hourly our own diffolution. Their bodies we 
covered with a little earth as well as we could, for we 


were then ſo feeble, that we could hardly tir, nay nor 
ſpeak, in this place we reſted ourſelves, intending to 
bear our friends cempany to their eternal reſt. Some 


four hours after this our reſolution about Sun-ſet, we 


efpied a Bark rowing up the river ; coming near us we 
hailed her, and proſtrating ourſelves on the ground, 
beſeeched thoſe that were in her to receive us on board. 
Amazed to ſee us in that poſture on our bended knees, 
and hands lifted up to Heaven, they ſtopt our cries for 
ſuccour, reached their ears, which obtained commiſera- 
tion from their hearts; ſo taking us in, they carried us 
with them to Lugor, where about noon next day we 
landed. The people are fearful Black like the Devil, 
whom they ſuperſtitiouſſy Worſhip, in the form of a 
bloody TINO they have many Idols amongſt them, 
which they hold in great eſteem, as a Ram-goat, a Bat, 
an Owl, a Snake, or Dog, to whom they ceremoniouſ- 
ly bow or kneel, groviing upon the Earth, and throw- 
ing duſt on their 3 they offered Rice, Roots, Herbs, 
and the like, which is devoured by the Witches: Theſe 
deyliſh creatures being both feared and eſteemed by the 
Savages. The female Sex, againſt the appearing of the 
New Moon, aſſemble upon a Mountain, where turning 
up their bare bums, they contemptuouſly defy the 
ueen of Heaven, who hath this deſpight ſhown her, 
becauſe they ſuppoſe her the cauſer of their monthly 
courſes. They are much given to novelties amongſt 


which dogs are of great value with them: Inſomuch, 


that whilft I was there, I ſaw. ſix {laves exchanged for 
one European Cur. They abound with the choiceſt gf 
natures bleſſings, as health, ſtrength, and Wealth, but 
are very inhumane and oy ; for they love to 9 
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on mens fleſh, eating it with more faciafaltion than any 


other food. Upon my firſt arrival I did not underſtand 
their meaning by feeling my fleſh, but I was informed 
that like Butcher's they felt how fat I was they never 
touched me afterwards with their fingers, but I fancied 
myſelf either boiled or roaſted, and that their hands 

N bearers, were conveying me to the open Sepulchers 
Or t 


heir mouths, to be entombed in the gut-rumbling 


lonument of their bellies : whereas other Anthropop- 
agi content their apetites with the Heſh of their ene- 


mies, theſe covet molt their friends, whom they im- 
bowel with much greedineſs, ſaying, they can no, way 
better expreſs a true affection, than to incorporate their 
deareſt friends and relations in themſelves as in love be- 
fore, now in body uniting two in one (in my opinion) 
A loody ſophiſtry. It is a very truth, of which I was 
an eye Witneſs, They have ſhambles of Men and Wo— 
mens fleſh, jointed and cut into ſeveral pieces fit for 
dreſſing. It is uſual for ſome, either weary of life, or 
ſo ſick, they have no hopes of recovery, to proſſer 


themſelves to theſe inhuman Butcher” 3, who returning 


them thanks, difle& or cut them out into ſmall parcels 
and ſo are ſodden and eaten. It is a cuſtom among 
them, when they would add to their beauties, ta {laſh 


their faces in ſeveral places. They adore thoſe two glo- 


rious planets, the Sun and Moon, beheving they live 
in Matrimony. They are much adicted to rapine and 
thievery, and they chuſe to commit any Villany rather 
by day than night, becauſe they ſuppoſe thereby the 
Moon and Stars will never give Teſtimony againſt them. 
Their heads are long, and their hair curled, ſeeming 
rather Wool than Hair: Their ears are very long being 
extended by ponderous bables they hang their, ſtretch- 
ing the holes to a great capacity. Both Men and Wo- 


men hideouſly flaſh their fleſh in ſundry forms, their 


Brows, Noſes, Checks, Arms, Breaſts, Back, Belly, 
ih and Legs, are pin, and cut in more amp 
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ble manner. There are in this place great quantities of 
Lions, which in dark Weather ule great ſubtilty to catch 
and eat Savages : They again in the day-time dig pits, 
and covering them with boughs : do train the couragi- 
ous Lions thither, where the receive deſtruction, eating 
them to day, who perhaps were Sepulchers to their 
friends or parents the day before. I have ſcen theſe 
well-bred people deſcend in a morning from the Moun- 
tains, adorned with the raw guts of Lions or other 
wild beaſts, ſerving for an hour or two for chains or 
neck-laces, and afterwards for their breakfaſt ; of which 
good chear if I would not participate, I might faſt for 
chem: ſo that my ſqueamifh ſtomach was forced to give 
entertainment to that unwelcome gueſt, to keep ſtarving 
out of doors. The ſhip that brought us hither was now 
ready to ſet ſail, being bound for Goa, the Maiter there- 
of was a Portugal, who underſtood both French and La- 
tin very well, of which I was not ignorant: I addreſt 
myſelf to him in the French Tongue, deſiring him to 
accept of mine and my friends fervice, which he conde- 
ſcended to with much willingneſs. At Goa we ſtaid not 
long, but from thence paſſed towards Surrat, a vehe- 
ment and unexpected ſtorm overtook us, for three days 
raging inceflantly, ſo that thoſe which were acquainted 
with thoſe parts very much feared an Hero-Caue, a tem- 
peſt commonly of 30 days continuance and of ſuch fury 
that ſhips, trees, and houſes periſh unavoidably in it : 
once in nine years, it ſeems it fails not to viſit them. It 
chanced that my comrade being heedleſs and unexperi- 
enced in ſea affairs, was waſhed of by a Ware into the 
ſea and ſo was buricd in the large and deep grave of the 
vaſt ocean a ſure treaſury for the reſurrection. After 
three Watches, the ſea changed colour and was calmer ; 
and by the ſwimming of many Snakes about our ſhip, 
the Seamen knew we were not tar from mens; NT... 

ſhortly after at Surrat. 
In three days time we ſet ſail for Swallotw-Rond, ſteer. 
ing 
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ing our courſe from them all along the coaſt of India, 
Decan and Malabar. I knew not whither the intended 
neither did J care now, as thinking myſelf fate, being 
amongſt my friends : on the Zoth of May, we came to 
an anchor at Deiyn a town of the Malabars. We durſt 
not land, the people being ſo treacherous and bloody; 

vet we ſuffered them to come aboard us in their ſmall 
Canoos, felling us for any trifles, Cocoa-nuts, Jacks, 
Green-pepper, Indian-peaſe, Eggs, and the like. They 

brought us likewiſe Oranges of fo pleaſant a taſte, the 
rind vying with the juice, which ſhall become moſt 
grateful to the palate. We had likewiſe from them 
Plantanes, a fruit ſuppoſed by ſome, to be that which 
Eve was tempted with ; it a man gathers them green, 
vet will they ripen afterwards, coloured with a dainty 
yellow: the rind or ſkin will peel off with much facili. 
ty; they melt in the mouth, giving a moſt delicious 
taſte and reliſh. Theſe Kalobars are black, well limb'd, 


their hair long and curled; about their heads they only 


tye a ſmall piece of linen, but about their bodies no- 
thing but a little cloth which covers their ſecrets. Not- 
withſtanding their cruelty and inhumanity, we man'd 


aut our Jong boat and 15 men, whereof I was one, we 


went on ihore, carrying ſome Muſkets and Swords 
with Us, ſuſpecting the workt : Landing, they fled from 
us, but not without ſending good ſtore of poiſoned ar- 


rows and darts amongſt us. It is no wonder that theſe 


people are ſo black, for they live under the Scorching 
fire of the torrid Zone. We returned to our ſhip, find- 
ing it no way ſafe to ſtay here longer, next morning 
hoiſting fail, we came to Canavar, where we met with 
people more civil, whereupon we landed, and receiving 
things from the inhabitants of conſiderable value, for 


toys end trifles, we gave therh in licu, we reſolved to 


Kay here a while. The better ſort of theſe people are 
called Nairo's, whoſe heads are covered with low tul- 
pant, and their middles with a party coloured Plad, re- 

fmbling 
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ſembling a Scotch Plad: The poorer ſort have nothing 


but a ſmall vail over their privates, wholly naked elſe- 
where; which vail or flap the Women in courteſy will 
turn aſide. The have a ſtrange cuſtom in their Marri- 
ages, obſerved among them by the higheſt to the lowelt ; 
whoever is married, is not to have the firſt nights em- 


| braces with his bride, but is contented to beſtow her 


maiden-head on the Bremini or Prieſts, who do. not al- 
ways enjoy it, being glutted with ſuch frequent offer- 
ings, and therefore will many times fell them to ſtran- 
gers. Theſe Bramins are ſo much reſpected and eſteem- 
ed by the commonality, that it any of them gets their 
wives or daughters with child, they believe that oft- 
ſpring to be much holier than their own, being extract- 
ed from Pagan piety. Their Funerals they celebrate at- 


ter this manner : Bringing the corps near to their Fanes 


or Churches, they conſume it to aſhes, by fire made of 
ſweet ſinelling wood, unto which they add coſtly per- 
tumes in Aromatick gums and ſpices : If the Wife only 
(for there they will not hear of Polygamy) cait not her- 
{elf into the flames voluntarily, they look upon her to 


be ſome common proſtitute, having not any thing com- 


mendable in her natural diſpoſition ; but if ſhe freely 
commits herſelf to the flames, with her huſbands car- 
caſe, ſhe from that noble act derives to her memory, 
reputation and glory amongſt her ſuryiving friends and 
kindred. The are deluded on to this reſolution by 
their Bramins, who perſuade them by ſo doing, they 
ſhall enjoy variety of perpetual pleaſures, in a place that 
is never diſturbed by alteration of weather, wherein 
night is baniſhed, there being a continual ſpring ; nei- 
ther is there wanting any thing that ſhall raviſh each 
individual ſenſe. This was at firſt a ſtratagem invent- 
ed by ſome long-headed Politician to divert them from 


murdering their huſbands (which they were frequently 


| dots of, by reaſon of their extream leachery and in- 


atlate venery) ſo by that means they were reduced to 
= | tha: 
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that good order, as that they PREM the preſervati- 
on ot their huſbands healths and lives equally with their 


own. For my part, I could wiſh the like cuſtom en- 


joyned on all married Hygliſh females (for the love I bear 


to my own Country) which I am co niident would pre- 


vent the deſtruction of thouſands of well meaning Chriſ- 
tians, which receive a full ſtop in the full career of their 
lives, either by corrupting their bodies by venemous 
medicaments adminiſtered by ſome pretended Doctors 
hand, unto which he is eaſily perſuaded, by the good 
opinion he hath of his wife's great care and affection for 
him: or elſe his body is potioned by fucking or drawing 
in the contagious fumes which proceed from her conta- 
minated body, occaſioned by uſing pluralities for her 
venereal atisfattion, and 0 dies of the new. EA 
tion. 

Or. laſtly, by vettiſh and petulant behaviour, ſhe 
wearieth him of his life and at laſt is willing to die that 
he may be freed not only from the clamorous noiſe of 
her tongue, but the deriſion of his neighbours, and 
ſcandal that ſhe hath brought upon him may not reach 
his ears. That all ſuch might be mindful of their duty, 
] would have (were it at my diſpoling) theſe, two lines 
fixed as a Motto to their doors. 

A Conchant Cucksld, and a rampant Wife, 
Are C Pp latives digſunctive all th ir e. ' 
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From Delyn he ſailed to Zeyloon ; with what he there obſerv- 
ed. From Zeyloon, he arrived at Syam ; and what he 
ſaw and obſerved. From thence he ſails to Do-Cerne, ſo 
called by Portugals; who Adam like, give (or as I may 
ſay, take too much liberty) in impoſing names on all new 

| places and things. By the Hellanders, it is called Mauri- 
tius. Its general deſcription. . | 


THE Ifle of Zeyloon is very famous, and not far 
RK diſtant from the Point of India, called Cape Comrein, 
it abounds with all ſorts of ſpices; the people are Pagans, 
not owning a Deity : ſome though have heard of Chriſt, 
and others of Mahomet, but ſuch are rarely. to be found. 
They go naked, not compelled thereunto by want or po- 
verty, but meer heat of the Sun. They are great Ido- 
laters, Worſhiping things in monſtrous ſhapes. On the 
top of a high Mountain, they have ſet conſpicuouſly the 
Idea of an horrible Coco-demon, unto which Pilgrims 
from remote parts do reſort ; and upon this account a 
King of Zeyloon coming once derided this Idol : another 
time intending to make a ſecond repetition of his for- 
mer deriſion, the King was even frightened out of his 
Wits ; for not only he but his attendants all faw how 
this Demon threatned him for ſo doing, by _—_— A 
flaming Cymeter, and rowling his fiery eyes: from his 
mouth gaping iffued out fiery flames; whereat this 
King returns with as much penitence as amazement, 
reſolving by his due reſpect and worſhip for the time to 
come, to make an atonement for his former errors. 


They have in another place a Chapel, in which they 


adore the Devil (whom they call Deumo) the height 
LY | gd thereof 
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thereof is about three yards, and uncovered : the 


wooden entrance 1s engraven with helliſh ſhapes with. 


in their beloved Devil or Deumo is entronized on a bra- 


zen Mount : From his head iflue four great horns, his 


cyes of an indiflerent proportionable bigneſs, having 
{omewhat a larger circumference than two ſaucers; his 
noſe flat, a mouth like a port-cullice, beautified with 
tour Tuſks, like Elephants teeth; his hands like claws, 
and his feet not unlike a Monkeys: beſide him ſtand 
leſſer Deumos's attending, on this Pagod, ſome whereof 
are repreſented or pictured devouring ſouls. Every 
morning the Prieſt watheth them, not departing, till he 
hath craved their meladiction : and When he takes his 
leave, he is very careful of offending the Devil by ſhew- 
ing his poſteriors, and therefore goes from him retro- 


grade, ſtedfaſtly fixing his eyes on the Idol. *Tis 


ſtrange that a rational ſoul ſhould be ſo much infatuat- 
ed, as to adore ſuch a monſtrous and ridiculous thing. 
The people in way of mutual love and amity, uſe to 
exchange their Wives; a thing, though much hated by 
the jealous Spaniard, yet would be very acceptable to 
other Europeans, or elſe to be rid of them altogether, 
who are the daily murderers of theif content and quiet. 
Polygamy, or plurality of Wives, is here permitted; 

and as the men are granted the liberty to have more 


than one Wife, ſo are the Women allowed more than 


one hatband. However, the Women hath the diſpoſal 
left bs er of her Children, giving them to him ſhe hath 
the grœateſt affection for; which he receives, not queſti— 
oning his intereſt or right by generation unto the intans; 


Pijecehers ihe Fates deerced a Cuckeld's 2 
To keep that child another man begat; 
Au by his jay therein he plainly ſhows, 
Ile thanks the man ibut pay'd thoſe debts he owes. 
Brit 4 theſe She Blacks, in tuftice tought it ſit, 
That be <ehich get the child, e keep it: 


Thereſe” 
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T; NTP e both laue and cuſtom Pe it , 
On the true Father they the child beſtoro : ; 
By which good law unto each man tis known 
That he doth keep no other child but his own. 
Mere this obſerv'd in England, I durſt fewear 
Some what d'ye lacks would heirs to Lord near; 
And half of what ſome own, muſt be conferr'd 
On ſuch who have a Fathers name deferw/d. 
Theſe Blacks do tax our women, for they paint, 
The Devil white, and ls him ſeem a Saint; 6 
To let them know, they are far greater evils ; 


tor faireſt females oft are foule/t Devils. 


We ſtayed not long here, but having difpatched what 


we came for, we fai ed along the coaſt of Coromandel. 
and landed at Meliapor. The people are much after the 


fame complexion of whoſe at Dehn, only a little more 
duſky, and go in a manner naked. We maned out our 
long- boat and went on ſhore, upon our landing, it was 
our Juck, to be eye-witneſſes of one of their Funerals, 
which was performed after this manner. Ihe huſband 
was carried before the combuſtible Pile ; his moſt dear- 
ly loving Wife cloſely followed after, attended by her 
Parents and children, muſic playing before, behind, and 
on cach fide of her. She was dreſt both neatly and 
ſumptuoully, to the height and rudeneſs of their Art, 

her head, neck and arms (not omitting her noſe, legs, 
and toes) each bedeckt and charged with Bracelets "of 
Silver, with jewels every where about her diſtributed ; 

She carried flowers in her hands, which ſhe diſpoſed of 
to thoſe ſhe met. The Prieſts going backwards before 
ber, ſhewed her a magical Glaſs, which repreſented ro 


| her fight whatever might be pleaſing to her ſenſual ap- 


petite. The Bramin all Along inculcating to her thoughts, 
the ſenſe-raviſhing joys ſhe hall poſleſs after her deceaſe; 
at which this poor deluded foul ſmiled, and feemed.tg 
de muck tranſported. We followed them till. they 
(3-9 2-1 Came 
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( 308) 
came to the fire, which was made of ſweet Wood, As 
ſoon as her dead huſband was committed to the flames, 
ſhe voluntarily leaped in after him, incorporating her. 
ſelf with the fire, and his aſhes : we wondered that the 
ſanders by would permit her thus to deſtroy herſelf, 
imagining this raſh action proceeded from the ardenc 
of her affection ; but perceiving her friends to throw in 
after her, jewels and many precious things, with much 
exultation and expreſſions of joy, we concluded this to 
be the effects of cuſtom. Such as refuſe to burn in this 
manner, are immediately ſhaven and are hourly in dan- 
ger to be murdered by their own iſſue or kindred, 
looking upon them as ſtrumpets. 

They are in theſe parts ſo extreamly idolatrous, and 
fo over-{wayed by the Devil, that they adore a great 
Idol made of Copper gilded, whoſe ſtatue is carried up 
and down, mounted on a glorious Chariot, with eight 
very large Wheels oyerlayed with Gold, the aſcent or 
eps to the chariot are very large, on which fit the 
Prieſts, attended by young girls, who for devotion ſake, 
proſtitute themſelves freely to the heat of any ſpecta- 
tor? for ſo doing, they are intitled the Pagodes children. 

Syam 18 a kingdom contiguous to Pegu, a part of the 
Eaſt Indies: And, as the people are included within the 
burning Zone, therefore far from being fair, yet are 
tall of ſtature, very ſtrong and valiant, and generally 
{> ſtrait, that few are found among them crooked, for- 
merly they were very much given to Sodomy. Their 
priefts, which they call Tallupoi, are ſeeming very zea- 
loufly ſuperſtitious, they ſomewhat incline to Mahome- 
tiſm ; for they pretend they will not drink wine, being 
forbidden it by their Law, vet are abominable hypo- 
crites: for, though they wear a ſheep-ſkin with the 
wool thereon, not ſuffering any hair to be on their bo- 
cies, and in ſhew lead a chaſe life, yet I found the con- 
trary as you ſhall underſtand by what paſt between one 
ef them and myſclt, I being on ſhore with our Ships 
8 MEE: | 55 crew, 


1 


5 crew, I chanced to walk abroad, carrying with me a2 
„, bottle of Spaniſh wine: as I entered into a wood, in- 
A tending not to venture too far, there came to me one 


c of thete Tallupoi or Prieſts, in the habit afore-mention- 
E ed, with a horn about his neck, reſembling a Sow-gel- 
y ders but much leſs; with which, I was told, they with 
n the ſound thereof uſed to convene the people to hear 
h them preach. This holy Infidel eſpyed me bleſt him- 


0 ſelf (as I gueſt by his geſture) and approaching near me, 
s I imagincd that he prayed for me, by the elevation of 
his eyes and hands: as a requital, I prottered him ſome 
l, of my wine; and having taſted thereof, liked it fo 
well, that by ſigns I underſtood he deſired his hornful 
d of me: to tell you the truth, I liked it fo well myſelf, 
it that I had no deſire to part with one drop more of it; 
p but his importunities fo far prevailed, that I granted his 
t requeſt; which having obtained he made no mere ado, 
r but drank it off, making but one gulp at it; a thing 
C contrary to the ſtrictneſs of his profeſſion. Aſter this 
e, he ſeemed to bleſs me and ſo departed. Afterwards I 
be joined my Ship's Comrades, and giving them an account 
2, of what I had been an eye-witneſs to, we ſtraight way 
C returned on board our ſhip. 
E Do-Cerne or Mauritius, is an Ille ſituate within the tor- 
2 rid Zone, cloſe by the Tropick of Capric;rn ; but it is 
y very uncertain unto what part of the world it belongs, 
r participating both of America, and bending towards the 
ir AHſiaticł Sea, from India to Java. This Ille aboundeth 
a- with what the uſe of man thall require. The landing 
e- looking out at Sea, is Mountainous : the circuit of this 
g Iſland is about an hundred miles; it procreates an heal- 
- thy and nouriſhing air; the great quantity of ever 
1e Hovriſhing and fragant trees, doth no leſs Tenify the 
o- | burning heat, when the Sun enters into Cadricorn, as 
n. helped by the tweet molifying breath of the North - weſt 
e ind when 5% again adheres to Cancer. Now as 
DS ihe temperature of that bady is beſt: compoſed;z that 


participates 


8 3 


participates indifferently of all the Elements, which ei- 
ther ſuper-abounding or wanting, begets defect; what 
then is the temperature of this place, which 1s bleſt with, 
and abounds in all, and abortive in none? Water is 
here very plentitul driling itſelf from the high rocks and 
trickling down into the Valleys, ſpreads itſelf into va- 
rious Meanders, till thoſe ſweet and pleaſant waters diſ- 
 embogee themſelves into the lap of the ſalt Ocean. 
There is ſo great a quantity of wood, that we could 
hardly procure a patlage. But of thoſe many Various 
trees, we found none ſo beneficial to us as the ' Palmet9 : 
this tree is long, ſtreight, and very ſoft, having neither 
leaves, boughs, nor br auches, ſave at the top, Whereon 
there-is a ſoft pith, wherein conſiſts the ſole vegetative 
of that tree; which cut out, the Palmets in a very ſhort 
time expires. Its taſte is much like a kernel of an Hazel- 
put boiled, it is like Cabbage. But the chiefeſt com- 
modity that this tree produceth, is the wine which iſſu- 
eth from it, pleaſant and as nouriſhing as Muſkadine or 
Alligant. Thus we procured ſome of; coming where 
two or three grew together, w ith an augor we bored 
ſame mall holes in cach, which immediately thg liquor 
alled; then with a mall cane we ſucked the wine gut 
of be tree 3 then we went to another, and from that 
to the third: by that time we had drained the laſt, the 
koles in the two others were full again. This courſe 
we followed ſo ſmartly, that in leſs than an hour, three 
of us were ſo drunk (whereof I was none of the ſo- 
bereft) that had not theſe trees been near the ſhore, for 
ought I know by the morning we might have feaſted 
| the wild beaſts. Diners othex trees there be ſtrange both 
1 in ſhape and gature, one whereof (meerly out = curio- 


1 


fity) I muſt needs taſte, which for half an hour ſo bit 
my tongue, 2 a3 if I had my mouth full of Vitriol. It is 
a comety tree to look on, but brings forth not any thing 
that is good: this tree is in a manner naked too, and 
the body thereof as ſoft as new Cheeſe : the form 0 
the 


( 


tree, 18 uſeleſsneſs, with that hidden ſting it carries in 
- Its together with its ſoftneſs. 

"There i is another tree, which beareth a cod full ef 
ſharp prickles, wherein lies hid a round fruit in form of 
a Doves egg; crack it, and therein contained you ſhall 


find a kernel; pleaſant in taſte, but poiſonous in its 


operation. My ſweet tooth longed for a taſte, and be- 
ing very toothſome I did eat ſeveral, but it was not long 
ere my guts were all in an uproar, and were reſolved in 
this mutiny, could they have found way, to charge my 
mouth with high treaſon againſt the reſt of my Mem- 
bers; but they were at laſt content only to diſcharge 
their fury through the Poſtem of their Microcoſm, 
which they did fo furiouſly, that I was much afraid my 
guts having ſpent all their ſhot, they would have march- 
ed out after (I had in plain Engliſh) in leſs than fix hours 
ſixty ſtools, beſides purging upwards ; and had not we 


had a ſkilful Surgeon on board our ſhip, I had unavoi- 


dably periſhed. Nature in this Iſland ſhewed her pro- 
digality of water and wood, correſponding alſo in eve- 
ry thing elſe a fruitful Motlier labours to be excellent 
in. Here ſhe ſeems to boaſt, not only in the varicty of 
teathered creatures, but in 'the rareneſs of that variety 
which ſhould I run over but briefly, the ſubject is fo 
large, that by ſome I cannot but be thought too tedi- 
ous. However I ſhall lightly touch thereon. Here, and 
there only is generated the Dodo; for rareneſs of ſhape 
contending with the Arabian Phenix, her body is round 
and very fat, the leaſt thereof commonly weigh above 
twenty pound: They pleaſe the fight more than the 
appetite, for their fleih is of no nouriſhment, and very 
oflentive to the ſtomach 7 By her viiage (darting i forth 
melancholy) ſhe ſeems to be ſenſible of that injury na- 
ture hagh done her, in framing ſo great a body and yet 
uteleſs, but to pleaſe the eye; (committing its guidance 
to complemental wings for {0 l am farced to call them 
ALE © they are ſo ſmall and impotent, that. they only 
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ſerve to prove her an of-ſpring of the winded tribe. 
Here are Bats alto, as large as Goſhawks. There is 
likewiſe great plenty of Vith : amongſt the reſt of moſt 
ſpecial note, is the Cow-hſh, the head thereof not un- 
like an Elephants, her eves are ſmall, her body at full 
growth, about three yards long, and one broad : her 
ins exceeding little, her fleſh (being an amphibious 
creature, living as well on land ſometimes, as in the ſea) 
doth taſte much like Veal. Some ſay that this fiſh doth 
affect, and takes much delight in Ns fight of a man's 
viſage. About this Iſland are Fly-fiſh, Dolphins, and 
Sharks. Here are Tortoiſes ſo great, that they will 
creep with two mens butdens on great back ; but their 
pace is fo flow, that the would make but bad Porters. 

The birds here are ſo unaccuſtomed to fright, that I 
have ſhot five or fix times amongſt a flock, letting the 
dead ſtill lie, and not one of the ſurviving did ſo much 
as offer to fly. The Goats here have more of the Poli- 
tician in them; for they ſeldom feed or reſt themſelves, 
but they {ct out their ſentincls. | 
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Hence he ſailed for Bantam ; by the way he recounts the dans 


ger he had like to have ſuſtained, by aſcending a burning 


Mountain. Going a ſhore to Bantam and obſerving the 
Merchants what they did, taking up Goods on credit ( as it 
is uſual in theſe parts till the Ship is ready to ſet ſail, he 
by a ftratagem turns Merchant too and cheats a Bannyan, 
or China Merchant. The next going a fhore of the Sea- 
men, this Bannyan ( for the injury he had done him) cauſ= 
ed a Running a Muck, that is, he inſtigated a great many 
people to kill all the met with belonging to that Ship, The 


loſs of ſeveral men thereupon ; but iy is out of danger, 


Having tunningly kept himſelf aboard that time. He after- 
wards had like to have been killed by a Creaſe the Bannyan 
had hired for that purpoſe. His enemies being deſtroyed, he 
marricth an Indian Punce-woman. He diſcants on his 


Marrying and lying with an Indian Black : Gives whole- 


ſome advice to others; and concludes for this time. 


EIGHING Anchor, we ſteered our courſe for 

Bantam; but being much ſtraited by the way 
for want of freſh Water, we were compelled to make 
up to the firſt land we ſaw. Though the darkneſs of 
the night blinded our eyes from ſuch diſcoveries, yet 


flames of fire not far diſtant from us, gave us perfect 


intelligence that land was not far off. That night we 


caſt Anchor, fearing we might run foul of ſome rocks: 


In the morning we ſaw a large track of land before us, 
not knowing what place it ſhould be. Our Captain 
commanged the long-boat to be man'd out, to procure 
water, if any good was there: amongſt the reſt, I went 
for one ; for 1 was very greedy to obſerve Novelties. 

> bs 1 | Coming 
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Mountain, we reſolved we would never agaip 


( 314 ) 


Coming on ſhore, and ſeeing this Hill now and then 
belch out its flames; by my perſuaſions I made my com. 


rades forget for à time their errand they came about, to 


make ſome inquiſition into this miracle of Nature. 
Whereupon we all reſolved unanimouſly to aſcend the 
Hill, and with much difliculty we came ſo nigh the top, 


that we heard a moſt hideous noiſe proceeding from the 


Concave thereof: 1ſ& terrible it was, that we now be- 
n to condemn our raſh attempt and ſtood at a con- 


venient diſtance, judging it the only medium of our 


ſafety. Whilſt we were thus in a delirium, not know. 
ing what was beſt to be done; the Mountain was in- 


ſtantly poſſeſt with an Agze-ft ; and afterwards vomit- 


ing up ſmoak and ſtones into the Air, we thought we 
could not eſcape without a miracle: and whilſt we were 
all ſtriving which way, with greateſt expedition we 
might eſcape the danger, there roſe in the midſt of us 
juch an heap of earth, aſhes, and fire, with ſuch kind 


of combuſtible matter, as that we all ſeemed as ſo many 


moveable burning Beacons ; and without any thoughts of 


helping each other, every one endeavoured to ſecure 


kimſelt. And although 1 was the laſt in the company, 
yet in this expedition it was much available to me; for 
my companions making more haſt than good ſpeed 
tumbled down the Hill before me, ſeveral of them fell 
together; which lying in my way obſtructed my paſſage, 
and ſo ſaved the breaking of my neck, which otherwiſe 
would have been in this prodigrous conflict, molt of us 


loſt the hair of our heads, not "without receiving ſeveral 


batteries upon the Out-works of our bodies. At firſt 
tight we were much afraid; but the conſequence made 
it appear, we were not more afraid than hurt. We 
made a ſhift to craul down the reſt of the way; and 
having fixt our unadviſed feet on the bottom of the 
pay 19 


dearly for our curioſity, but forthwith went in fearch 


of ſome Spring, that * ſcrve as well to quench out 
1 
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doaths as our thirſt. What we ſought for we quickly 

found; and ſo filling our empty caſk, we made what 
haſte we could aboard. The Captain and the reſt ſtood 
amazed to ſee us look ſo ghoſtly, and were very impa- 
tient to know what was the matter with us; we told 
them diſtinctly what had happened and what great dan- 
gers we underwent: inſtead of pitying us, they only 

laughed at us for being ſugh adventurous fools. Having 
thus furniſhed ourſelves with what we wanted, we ſet 
fail again for Bantam, where we ſafely arrived im a ſhort 
time. As ſoon as we came into the Harbour before 
Bantam, we preſently maned out eur long-boat and went 
aſhore, te acquaint the Preſident what we were, and 


by what authority we came thither to Traffick, being 


empowered by the Eaſt India Company. We were re- 
ceived with much demonſtrations of joy and nobly 
feaſted for three days together. Here note, that the 
houſe wherein the Preſident dwelleth, is the receptable 
for the whole Factory, each man according to his qua- 
lity, having a dwelling within this houſe ſuitable to his 


dignity ; the Factors all in general taking their daily re- 


paſt with the Preſident. + In a weeks time, I learned by 


' obſervation the cuſtom of the Country; and manner 


of trading, our Merchants taking up Goods daily, and 
ſending them aboard without giving preſent ſatisfacti- 
on, it being ſufficient that he belonged to ſuch a ſhip, 


and therefore muſt pay before he go, otherwiſe the 


King will arreſt the Ship, compelling him to make reſti- 
tution or payment. One time I met with a Bannyan, 
whom I obſerved to have a box full of precious ſtones : 
I could not fleep for thinking how I ſhould make my- 
ſelf a Partner with him. At laſt I haramered out this 


invention: I cloathed myſelf in Indian Silk, according: 
to the cuſtom of the Country, and having ſo done, 1 


diſcoloured my face, and clapt a patch upon one of my 
eyes. In this equipage I addreſt myſelf to this Bannyan, 


who preſently laid open his treaſure to my view, I was 
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not long in chuſing what 1 eſteemed as moſt ſuitable, 
and demanded of him the price we agreed he fhould 
have either ſo many pieces of Engliſh Gold within two 
days, or elſe take his choice of —_ commodities I had 
on board. We made a ſhift to underſtand each other; 
broken expreſſions, and he without the leaſt ſuſpicion 
of my treachery, delivered his ſtones into my hands. 
Taking of my diſguiſe, I went inſtantly aboard, and hid 
What! — — the Bannyon of (as I might eaſily do 
For the ſmallneſs of its bulk) in the hold — our Ship, 
reſolving not to go aſhore yet awhile, The day of pay- 
ment being come, and the Bannyan no where finding 
me on land, came aboard of our Ship, where by ſigns 
he made known to our Captain his errand, that a Mer- 
chant belonging to his ſhip had bought goods of him, 
and promiſed to pay him on that day. Our Captain 
replied, that he verily believed he was miſtaken (as 
Knowing what goods the Merchants belonging to the 
Ship had bought) and therefore told him he muſt make 
enquiry elſewhere for ſatisfaction. | The Bannyan ſtill 
perſiſted, alledging he was not miſtaken, and that he 
was confident if he might have a fight of all the men, 
he could ſelect out the perſon. So weary I was of being 
diſcovered that 1 — not one ſoul with my pro- 
ject, for had I committed this ſecret to any (though 
ever ſo dear a friend) it had been mine no longer, nei- 
ther could I have promiſed to myſelf ſafety. Hereupon 
the Captain ordered us to be all called — 4 which was 
ſpeedily performed. He went all round the —_— 
viewing every man particularly, and very heedfully. 
laſt he came to me, and there made a ſtand, he . 
upon me on this ſide, and on the other ide, and to ſay 
truly, on every ſide, and having thoroughly eyed me, 
be ran to our Captain, ſaying, That ſhould be the man 
(pointing to me) but that he is a white man, and hath 
1wo ſees (id eſt) two eyes. Whereupon I was ſtrictly 
examined: but for all this ſilting, I would not let drop 


1 
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my gimp bf a confeſlion, that ſhould convict me of 
2 * but with lifted up hands and eves to Heaven, I 
utterly denyed that ere 1 ſaw this man, or ever had an 

dealings with him. In ſkort the Bannyan ſince he could 
not ſay poſitively I was the man, was diſmiſt, not with- 
out a ſolemn vow he would be revenged of us all in ge- 


neral, and cleared of the Indictment. 


T be next day, 2 great many of our men went aſhore, 
and going into China-row (a ſtreet ſo called in Bantam) 
to drink Punce and Tea, a great crew of Indians and 


Chineſes (headed by this Bannyan ) fell upon them, kill. 


ing whom they could, not directing their revenge upon 
any particular perſon, ſo hot and ſharp was this conflict, 
that many were killed on both ſides, but more nnd, 
ed. This accident alarmed the whole town, but more 


eſpecially the Engliſh there reſident: but at laſt, with 


much ado, this grand uproar was calmed. It was my 
good fortune, that I was not then among them, other- 
wiſe I might have been made a ſacrifice among the reſt 


of my companions. But I was tor e-warned, having 
been informed that ſuch broils are utual upon ſuch occa- 


ſions; ; therefore I kept mytelt out of harms wy for 


that time. 


But not long after, thinking their ile blown over, 
1 went on ſhore, and walking with others of our boat's 
crew in the ſame Row, a fellow came to me, with this 
Bannyan I cheated, and both of them with Creaſes (a 
kind of a dagger, about a foot and half long) would 


| have ſtabbed me, had not my friends —— them, 
by ſtriking up their heels, and afterwards with their own 


Creaſes ſtabbed them to the heart. After this, we could 
walk very quietly without any EEG going any 


where without any danger, 


Being very hot there, our uſual paſtime was to go up 
a little ſmall River (joining to the town) four or five 


miles to waſh ourſelves : the trees ſo covered it over like 


an harbour, that the beams of the Sun could not pene- 
trate 
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my it ; by which means it was fine and cool, which 
much refreſht our parched bodies. I never came 
albahe, but I drank very immoderately of Punce, Rach, 
Tea, &c. which was brought up in great China Jugs 
holding at leaſt two Quarts : with every ſuch Jug there 
was brought i in a diſh of Sweetmeats, not of one ſort, 
but variety, and excellent good; for which we paid a 
ſhilling Engliſh - and if you call for another Jug, you 
pay no-more, unleſs a diſh uſhered it in. 
One houſe eſpecially I much frequented for the Indian 
<vaman's ſake that kept it: for though ſhe was black, or 
rather tawny, yet ſhe was well featured and well form- 
ed, having long black hair, hanging down to her legs. 
| She from the firſt ſhewed me as much kindneſs as could 
be expected from that lump of Barbariſm : and I could 
diſcern her inclinations, but yet it went againſt my ſto- 
mach to yield to her motions. *However ſhe continued 
her love to me, not letting me pay for any thing I call- 
ed for: and when there was no neceſſity of being 
aboard, ſhe Would in a manner make me lie in her houſe, 
the beds they uſe are a kind of Quilt, hard, for were 
they ſoft, the hotneſs of the climate would cauſe them 
to be very deſtructive to men's body, even melting his 
very reins. Gold and Jewels ſhe kad great quantities 
of. For this conſideration, I perſuaded myſelf to mar- 
ry her; and with ſeveral arguments alledged, I gained 
Fo much conqueſt over myſelf, that I could kiſs her and 
not diſgorge myſelf: and by accuſtoming myſelf to her 
company, I thought began to take ſome delight in it. 
By degrees intereſt fo overpowered me that I reſolved 
to marry her. Thus many (nay moſt) for money, ſtick 
not to give themſelves to the Devil. Having one night 
ferioutly conſidered of my reſolution, and hking it. in- 
different well, I fell aſleep; but wondered when I awak- 
ed, to ice a thing lie by me all black, as if ſhe had a 
Mourning ſmeck on. It ſeems ſhe could hold out no lon- 
ger: 1 pretended to Hee from her, but ſhe held me tak 
in 
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in her arms, ug what rhetorick the could to perſuades 


me to the contrary. I aſked her what ſhe meant? She 


told me in a little broken Engliſh ſhe had got, that the 


would Money me : Marry me, the meant: Money me, 
that I liked well, but without it, let the. Devil have 
married her for me. I aſked her ſeveral queſtions, to 
which ſhe gave me ſatisfaction ; and enjoyed her ſeveral 
things, which ſhe greedily condeſcended to. 


Intereſt ſo blinded my reaſon, that Iwent inſtantly to 
my Captain, and gave him information of my proceed- 


ings, deſiring his conſent in the marrying this Indian, 
alledging how advantageous it would be to me. He 
granted my requeſt, upon my earnelt importunity: and 
being diſmiſt from his ſervice, we were married accord- 
ing to the Ceremonies of. the Church by an Engliſh 
Prieſt, the renouncing her Paganiſm. What money was 
got by my Wives Trade I laid out in fuck commodities 
the country afforded, as Callics's, Pepper, Indigo, Green 
Ginger, &c. and ſold them immediately to the Ships ly- 
ing in the harbour, doubling. what I laid out: ſo that 
in a ſhort time I found my ſtock to increaſe beyond ex- 
pectation: ſuch ſatisfaction my black received from me, 
that ſhe thought the could not do enough to pleaſe me. 
] was an abſolute Monarch in my family: the and her 
ſervants willingly condeſcended to be my vaſlals : yet 
though I thus enjoyed the prorogative of an huſband, 
yet I did not Lord it too much: which won to much 
upon my wite's affection, and thofe that were concern- 
ed with her, that as ſoon as I deſired any thing, it was 
immediately performed with much alacrity and expealy 
tion. 

I fancyed my life to be now as s happy as the World 
could make it, having plenty of every thing, and not 


controuled by the fooliſh ſelf-will of an ob woman. 


I confeſs it was? __ regret to my ſpirit, to he by a 
woman ſo contrary to my own complexion, but-cultom 
made her become in proceis of time as lovely in my 

e | eye, 
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eye, as if ſhe had been the compleateſt European beau- 
ty. I now again confidered how he muſt live, that in- 
tends to live well: and upon that conſideration, con- 
cluded upon this reſolution, not to neglect my duty to 
Heaven myſelf, or neighbours : for he that fails in any 
of theſe, falls ſhort in making his life commendable. 
For ourſelves, we need order: for our neighbour cha- 
Tity : and for the Deity Reverance and Humility. Theſe 
three duties are ſo concatenated, that he which liveth 
orderly, cannot but be acceptable to his Maker and. the 
World. Nothing renders man more contemned and 
| Hated, than he whole actions only tend to irregularity. 
One turbulent ſpirit will even ditlentiate the calmeſt 
Kingdom: fo did my paſt unruly and diſorderly life 
ruin myſelf, as well as many families. I have ſeen an 
Orthodox Miniſter in his Pulpit with his congregation 
about him, and ſince revolving in my mind the comeli- 
neſs of that well-ordered fight. I have thought with- 
in myſelf how mad he would appear, that ſhould wild- 
ty dance out of his room. Such is man when he fpurn ; 
at the Law he liveth under; and ſuch was I, that could 
not be contained within due limits, living like the Drone 
on others labour ; taking no pains, but only making a 
humming noiſe in the World, till Juſtice ſeized me for 
a wandering, idle, and hurtful vagabond, and fo had 
like to have thruſt me out of the world, the hive of in- 
duſtrious bees. N . 1 
Bad company at firſt miſled me, and it is to be feared 
by my example others have been mi ſled. For he that 
giveth himſelf leave to tranſgreſs, he muſt needs put o- 
thers out of the way. Experience giveth us to under- 
ſand, that he which firſt diſorders himſelf, troubles all 
the company. Would every man keep his own life, 
what a concord in Muſic would nd family be! it 
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thall be my own endeavour to do thi} and my cordial 
advice to others to do the like. Doubtleiſs he that per- 
formeth his duty to H caven, ſhall find ſuch a peace with- 


N 39% Aa 


in; that ſhall fit him for whatſoever falls. He ſhall not 

fear himſelf, becauſe he knoweth his courſe is order: 

he ſhall not fear the World, becauſe he knoweth he 

hath done nothing that hath anger'd it : he ſhall not be 

afraid of Heaven, for he knoweth he ſhall there find 

the favour of a ſervant, nay more, a Son, and be pro- 
tected againſt the malice of Hell. | 

I know I ſhall be looked on no otherwiſe than an Hy- 

pocrite, neither will the world believe my reformation 

real, ſince I have lived fo notoriouſly and looſely. Let 

| a man do well an hundred times, it may be he ſhall for 

a ſhort time be remembered and applauded ; whereas if 

he doth evil but once, he ſhall be ever condemned, and 
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ö never forgot. However, let me live well, and I care 
3 not though the world ſhould flout my, innocence, and 
call me diflembler : it is no matter if I ſuffer the work Gl 
of cenſorious reproaches, ſo that I get to Heaven at laſt, 4 
to the attaining of which, the beit counſel I can give . 
myſelf and others is, Live well, orderly to thyſelf, ſo- i 
ciably to thy neighbour, and humbly to thy Maker. | 18 
{ Take this as wholeſome advice though from an ill li- 8 
: ver, which hath been in part diſcovered in the foregoing 15 
L diſcourſe z wherein I have endeavoured, by drawing up 1 
F liſts of my own evil actions, to frighten others from the 3 
commiſſion of the like. For as there is no company ſo 1 
ſavagely bad, but a wiſe man may from it learn fome- 1 
thing to make himſelf better: ſo there is no book fo bs 
| poorly furniſhed, out of which a man may not gather * 
t ſomething for his benefit. Herein I have not minded 38 
- BE fo much words, as the matter; aiming at nothing more bc 
- than how I might ompleatly limb vice in ker proper | 
[ ſhape : having done that, I have done what I intended, 1 
3 the reformation of others by my wicked examples. For | 
t Vice is of ſuch a Toady complexion, ſo ill ſhaped and 
1 deformed, that ſhe cannot chuſe but teach the ſoul to 
'. hate; fo loathſome when ſhe is ſeen in her own naſty 
- | refs. that we cannot look upon her but with deteſta- 
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tion and ltorror. Vice Was cunning and curiouſly "TTY 


ed when I fell into her embraces ; neither could I have 


ever known her foulneſs and rottenneſs, had I not tried 
whether her ſeeming fairneſs were real. Believe me ſhe 
is no ways that ſhe appears to be: therefore be not de- 


luded by her: but let my life be fo the Reader as a 


friend fallen into a pit that gives warning to another to 


avoid the danger. So admirably hath Providence dit 


poſed of the ways of man, that even the ſight of vice 


in others, is like a warning: arrow fhot for us te take 
heed. Vice uſually in her greateſt bravery publiſheth 
herſelf fooliſhly, thinking thereby to procure a train: 
and then it is, that the ſecret working of Conſcience 
makes her turn jor weapons againſt berfelf, and ſtrong- 
Iv pleads for he platable adverfary Virtue. Weare 


Frequently wrought to good by contraries: and foul acts 


keep Virtue from the charms of Vice. 
There is no better way to correct faults in ourſelves, 


than by obſerving how uncomely they appear in others. 


After a fit of drunkenneſs, my conſcience would uſually 
accuſe me, and many times, after conivictment, would 
paſs ſo ſevere a ſentence of condemnation on the, that 
mine own hands have oftentimes been like to prove my 


 Executioners. Conſidering within myſelf what ſhould 


be the cauſe of this trouble and ſelf-loathing, I found 
it _proceeded from no other reaſon than the obſervation 
of others in the like beaſtly condition. 

If we could paſs the world without meeting Vice, 
hen the knowledge of Virtue only were ſufficient: but 
It is impoſſible to live, and not encounter her. Vice is 
as 2 God in this world: for as fhe ruleth almoſt incon- 


'troulable, ſo ſhe aſſumes to herſelf ubiquity ; we can- 


1 


not go any where, but that ſne preſents herſelf to the eye, 


Sc. It any have been unwittingly caſt thereon, let him 
obſerve for his own more ſafe directions. He 1s happy 
that makes another man's vices ſteps for him to climb to 


his Eternal reſt b. The wile PP make poiſon | 
medlicinable; 


** 


3230 
medicinable; and even the Mud e World by the 
induſtrious (yet ungrateful) Ho//angers, is turned to an 
r „ ES 

If (Reader) then thou lighteſt here on any thing that 
is bad, by conſidering the ſorded ſtains, either correct 
thoſe faults thou haſt, or ſhun thoſe thou mighteſt have, 
That Mariner which hath Sea- room, can make any wind 
almoſt ſerve to ſet him forwards in his wiſhed Voyage: 
ſo many a wiſe man take any advantage to ſet himſelf 


forward to the haven of Virtue. Man, as ſoon as creat- 
ed, had two great ſuiters for his life and ſoul ; the one 


Virtue, and the other Vice : Virtue came in this man- 
ner, and thus attended. Truth ran before her naked, 
yet couragious; after her followed Labour, Cold, Hun- 
ger, Thirſt, Care and Vigilance. Theſe poorly arrayed, 
as looking upon it unſeemly to go finer than their Miſ- 
treſs, who was plainly and meanly chad, yet cleanly, 
and her countenance ſhewed ſuch a elf. perfection that 
ſhe might very well Emblem whatſoever Omnipotency 
could make moſt rare. Modeſt ſhe was, and ſo lovely, 
that whoſoever looked on her ſtedfaſtly, could not but 
inſoul himſelf in her. After her followed Content, en- 
riched with Jewels, and overſpread with Perfumes, 
carrying with her all the Treaſure and Riches of the 


world. Then came Joy, with all effential Pleaſures: 


Honour, with all the ancient Orders of Nobility, Scep- 
ters, Thrones and Crowns Imperial. Laſtly, Glory, 


whoſe brightneſs was ſuch, that it dazzles the eyes of 


her beholders, ſo that they could never truly deſcribe 
her. In the rear came Eternity, caſting à ring about 
them, which like a ſtrong Inchantment made them ever 
the ſame. Vice ſtrove not to be behind-hand with Vir- 
tue; therefore ſhe ſet out too, and in this form: Her 


precurſor or forerunner was Lying, a painted houſewif 5 
of a ſmooth, inſinuating, and deluding tongue, gaudily 


clad all in changeable, but under her veſtments ſhe was 


Tull of ſcabs and ulcers. Her words ſeemed exceeding 
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pleaſant, rromif:l Kc all ſhe met as RT be 
wiſhed for, in the behalf of her Miſtreſs Vice. On this 
hypocritical Quean Wit waited, next him à conceited 
fellow, and ohe that over-ſwayed the Fancy of man 


with his pretty tricks and gambals. Sloth and Luxury 


followed theſe ſo full, that they were even ready to be 
choaked with their own fat. After theſe followed ſome 


Impoſters, to perſonate Content, Joy and Honour, in 
all their Wealth and Royal dignities. Cloſe after theſe, 
Vice came herſelf, ſumptuouſly apparelled, but yet a 

naſty ſurfeited flut ; her breath being ſo infectious, that 
he which kiſſed her, was ſure to periſh. After her fol. 
lowed fuddenly Guile, Horror, Shame, Loſs,” Want, 
Sorrow, Tormeny; and theſe were charmed with Fter- 
nity's Ring, as the former. And thus they wooed fond 
Man, who taken with the ſubtile cozenages of Vice, 


yielded to lie with her; whereby he had his Nature ſo 


empoiſoned, that his ſeed was all vitiated and contami- 
nated, and his corruption even to this day is ſtill con- 
veyed to his undone poſterity. It is man's folly, only 
to look on the fore-runners of Virtue, which are very 
poor, as Cold, Hunger, Thirſt, &c, but not to conſider 
her glorious attendants that follow after, as Content, 
Joy, Honour, and Glory. We fancy Vice for her out- 


fide, not imagining what ſhe is when I of all her 


Gauderies. 

If you then intend to enjoy for your portion, a king- 
dom eker. adhere not to the allurements of Vice; 
for ſhe will ſoon perſuade you to be an unthiriſt, to ſell 
your inheritance whilſt it is but in Reverſion. But 
hearken to Virtue's counſel, ſhe will teach you how to 
huſband all things well, ſo as to become za purchaſer of 


of RO leſs than Joys Eternal, 


Fortunes Favours oft do fade, 
To thoſe that in her Arms do ſleep : 
Shelter yourſelves in Virtues ſhade ; 
She Crowneth thoſe that do her reap ; Hor 
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Fur hind darkned, you may ſar 
When Friends fail, and Fortune frown, 

Though Virtue is the rougheſt way, 
Tet proves at — a bed of Down. 


Thus have I given you a Summary Account of the 
Life of our Witty E xtravaganty from his Non- age to the 
Meridian of his days. I left him in the Eaſt Indies, and 
| mall e're long diſcover what further progreſs he made 
| there in his Cheats, not omitting the deſcription of thoſe 
places, wherein he perpetrated his Rogueries, In his 
N return to his own country, by foulneſs of weather, he 
| landed in Spain, and finding the ſirſt place ſuitable to his 


4 

defigns, he over run that country. From thence into 
| Jtaly, acquainting himſelf with the moſt eminent Cities 
, thereof; then into France, in which no place of note 
) WAS unknown to him ; which places we ſhall endeavour 


s to give you an exact Chorography. We hall likewiſe 
8 inform you what company he kept; Rogues of all ſorts 
* and ſizes, of divers nations, and how far he out · wited 
V them all. 

r Laſtly, his arrival at Cravelind, from whence he came 
2 to London, in the riſe of the late diſmal (and never to be 
- forgotten) Contagion ; acting in that time of horrid 
T Mortality, what will ſcarcely be comprehended within 
future belief, or expreſſible by Pen. I ſhall alſo trace 
Fa him to that great and diſmal Conflagration, the burns 
; ing of the City of London, in which by juit Vengeance 
U be loſt what he had unlawfully gotten, with his mott 
it nefarious and wicked life. 
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The Original ENGLISH ROGUE; 


R Continued i in the LIFE & 


MERITON LATROON, 
A WITTY EXTRAVAGANT: 
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He diſcourſes the manner of Government, of the Inhabitants 
of the Eaſt Indies; a ſmall Voyage by Sea, where he is in 
danger by a Tempeſt, and a Malabar Man of War, but 
eſcapes both ; he makes ſome rambles into the Country, and 
returning home has ſome reflections on his fore-paſt life. 


WAS now arrived at the Meridian of my age, 
and enjoyed ſuch plenty of every thing, that I 
ſoon forgot the many miſeries I had lately ſuffer- 
ed, ſince my baniſhment from England. I go- 
verned my family with a moſt abſolute command, 
and received a willing obedicnce as well from my wife, 
as all our ſervants; and during the ftay of our Engli Yo 
Ships, I gained very much by entertaining my country 
men with neceſſaries. I kept ſo win a correſp a. 
dence with the Banian Mer A, that I could 3 
mand any thing, and by their means found the way of 
trading, 
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trading, by which I confiderably enriched myſelf, ſo 
that at the departure of the Exgliſb Fleet, I having caſt 
up an account of my Eſtate, found that I had gained 
above 2000 Rupees (which being the Country money, 
and worth about. two ſhillings a piece, amounted to 
200l.) alſo I had a good parcel of Diamonds, belides 
thoſe I had cheated the Hanian of at my arrival; ſeveral 


other Commodities I had by me, which (with my hou- 


ſhold ſtuff which was confiderable) did in all amount to 
a great value. The Fleet being departed, the chief of 
our trading ceaſed, and now it Was vacation time, and 
I hating idleneſs, and ſomewhat weary of my Wifes 
company) being deſirous of Novelty, ſet out to view 
the Country: to which end taking money with me, and 
All other neceſſaries, I hired an Indian Coach, Which is 
a kind of a Chariot with two- Wheels, and will hold 
about four perſons ; this Coach was drawn with two 
Oxen, who will travel about thirty miles a day: my 
charge was not much for about eighteen-pence a day 
paid my Coachman, and kept his Gale. Thus did ! 
ramble about the Country, viſiting my acquaintance, 
where I had a full enjoyment of every thing the Coun- 
try afforded; for We had not only the Country drink 
called Toddee which is made of the juice of ſeveral trees, 
and Punch which is made of Rack-:1me, or Lime-water, 
Sugar, Spices, and ſometimes the addition of Amber- 
recſe, but we likewiſe drank great quantities of Perſian 
Wine, which is much like Claret, and brought from 
that Country in Bottles. Theſe were our drinks of 
which we drank plentitully, and oftentimes to excels ; 
our meat was chiefly Rice, with Beans, and Turkeys, 
Beef and Mutton, and ſometimes Veal and Lamb; this 
was my ordinary diet, but the Barians eat no fleſh ac- 
counting it criminal, it being contrary to their Religi- 
on to kill any thing, the chiefeſt exerciſe we had was 
playing at Nine-pins, a game I was well acquainted with 
in England, and therefore could well enough deal 1 5 
| the 
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the Natives, though they were expert therein. Though 


| pleaſed myſelf in theſe things yet there was {till want- 
ing the only thing which had always made my life plea- 
{ant to me, and that was the company of Women, for 


without their pleaſing ſociety in a full enjoyment IL 


reckoned I had nothing, and therefore upon every turn 
found them out, but I muſt now be contented with the 
Natives, who although they are not ſo fair as the Wo- 
men of our European Countries, yet they may paſs 
well enough, for their complexions are commonly of a 


tawny hiew but they are richly adorned with pearl and 


other Jewels, ſpeak of thoſe who were Mercenary. 


There is no town but hath two or three of theſe. 


bawdy-houſes, which are allowed of, neither was it 
any diſgrace to be ſeen herein, the handſomeſt women 
being there : the Matron of the houſe is furniſhed with 
ſeveral, whom ſhe purchaſes ſometimes of their own 
parents, who ſell them, not accounting it an Injury to 
diſpoſe of them for this purpoſe, Theſe old bawds are 
as cunning as thoſe of our country, tor they Will fell a 
maidenhead two or three times over, for which they 
will ſometimes twenty or thirty Rupees, according to 
the goodneſs of the commodity, and good-will of the 
purchaſer, we ſhall enjoy his bargai«. for two or three 
days or nights together, either at their lodgings, or at 
home, neither do their wives dare to contradict their 
Huſbands therein, for they will oftentimes bring home 


one of theſe Lafles, and lodge them in a cot in the ſame 


room with their Wives, and lie with them as often as 


they pleaſe, and when they have done with them, ſend 


them home again. 8880 | | 
I tried ſeveral of theſe Bona Roba's, who pleaſed me 
very well, for what they wanted in beauty, they ſup- 


plyed in reſpect and willingneſs to comply with and 


pleaſe me in all my deſires, and though many times they 
have the Pox, by reaſon of their heat and activity, yet 


the value it not, for they are ſo“ well acquaintediand - 


1 furniſhed 
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| furnithed with remedies, that they ſoon cure themſelves, 
and the men who accompany them : my ramble being 
finiſhed, I returned home, and though my Wife knew [ 
had been at ſeveral of the Brothels yet I was joyfully re- 
ceived and welcomed by her. 

We keeping a public-houſe, had all ſorts of gueſts, 
and now being at leiſure | diſcourſed with ſeveral of 
the Brammanes, who are their prieſts, who informed 
me not only of the civil and eccleſiaſtical government 
of the nation, for though I ſuppoſed them Heatheas, 
vet I found that they followed a rule in their living, to 

nich they ſtrictly tied themſelves. They in general 

gave me this account, that they are governed by aKingly 
Monarch, who 1s called the Great Mogul, he is abſolute 
in his dominions, and all his ſubjects are his ſlaves; all 
the land and houſes throughout his dominions are his 
own, and the inhabitants or occupiers are only his te- 
nants, and pay a valuable rent for what they enjoy, 
which is annually callected by officers for that purpole 
appointed, and paid into his Exchequer; this he be- 

Jtov's at his own pleafure, or ſpends in making war 

with his enemies, who are chiefly the Tartars, and 5 
ſometimes the iy erſians; ; they have frequently civil 

Wars amongſt themſelves upon the death of their prince, 
if he leaves more ſons than one behind him; for he 

who laſt ruled, and was father of the preſent Mogul, 

made his wa ay to the Empire by the death of eleven of 

his brethren, he himſelf being the youngeſt when be 

died, which is not long ſince ; three of his ſons ſur- 

vived him, who all immediately raiſed great armies 

either to gain the Empire, or looſe their lives in 
general. 

the two youngeſt having aTembled all their well 
withers and friends, with contiderable armies approach: 
ecl one another, a river only parting them. | 

The eldeſt of the two diſpatched a meſſenger to his 


brother, to tell him that he was very well en 
5 


\.# 


T8 1 


his taking up arms, and ſince he was in ſ#ch readineſs, 


if he pleaſed he would join forces with him, and aflault | 
their elder brother, who being vanquiſhed, they would | 


divide the government. 
The youngeſt Brother willingly affented to theſe pro- 
politions, came over to him, but no fooner was he in 


his power, but he cauſed both his cyes to be put out, 


and ſoon gained the Captains of his Brothers Army to 


his party, che joined Forces, and cauſing his blind Bro- 


ther to be carried with him, advanced to meet and op- 
poſe his elder Brother, in a ſhort time they met, and 
tought each other with various ſucceſs, but in fine he 
conquered his Brother, and deprived him of lite, as 
the other of ſight, he now remains ſole Monarch of 
this large Empire. 

The old Mogul died infinitely r rich, for he left eight 


| Tancks of coined Money, each Tanch eſteemed to hold 
ten millions of Rupees; and indeed it is no great mar- 


vel, for he hath ſome of his ſubjects, eſpeci ally the Ba- 
nian Merchants, that are very rich all whoſe treaſure he 
will command at his own will, there is cne Banian whoſe 
name is Fergere, who was the chiefeſt Merchant of his 
Tribe, and hath moſt of the Stocks of his fellows in his 
hand, to him the Great Mogul fent for Money, to which 
meſſage he ſent this anſwer, That he would preſently 
furniſh his Highneſs with a Hundred Carts loaden with 
ready Money. The Mogul hearing this, ordered him to 
keep it till he fent again, or had further occaſion. The 
Engliſh having great priviledges, for they pay lets duties 
and cuſtoms than the Natives, for the Banian Merchants 
will ſometimes hire an Engliſoman to go to Sea with 
them in their Junks, which are great Barks not to do 
any ſervice in the voyage, but only to own the goods, 
that they may ſave foveral Taxes and Duties, that elſe 
muſt be paid, as Anchorage and Moorage. I one time 
was aſked by a Baninn of my acquaintance, whether L 
would g9 to Sea with him, and he would give me a 
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conſiderable recompence, he told me that I ſhould only 
wear my Hat, eat my Victuals, and when we came to 
our port own the Goods, being deſirous of ſeeing fa- 
ſhions I conſented, and our Junk being loaden, we ſet 
fail and departed : but never was J accompanied with 
fuch Sailors, for the Junk was deeply loaden with Cal- 
licocs, it carried above 1000 tons, the wind being fair, 
all the tackling was nailed down and faſtned, ſo that 
when we had been four days at Sea, the wind contrary 


to cuſtom changed, but though it began to be tempeſtu- 
ous yet all our men being then at dinner, there was 


none would leave tl:cir eating to handle the fails or alter 
the tackling. Can gt» | | 

[ perſuaded them with much ado to go to work, but 
it was ſome hours ere they had looſened their tackling 
1o as to lower their fails, and by that time were driven 
out of knowledge; the winds there are uſually fo con- 
ſtant, that they never proviſion to hand their fails, but 
as they fix them at their ſetting out, ſo they continue 
till they come to their pert, and then they alter their 
fails, fitting them to the wind to bring them back, they 
continue in that manner to the end of the voyage. 

But now it falling out otherwiſe, great was their 
trouble, not knowing how to behave themſelves, and 


although there were forty men on board, and they all 


well enough acquainted with navigation in thoſe parts, 


vet I that was but of one years ſtanding, was their beſt 


inſtructor, or ele we had been loſt and perifhed, moſt 
ot our fails being now taken down, and the wind cea- 
ling, we by the next day came into our knowledge, 


but met with another misfortune, which was like to 


prove worſe than the former, for we diſcovered a junk 
though nothing near fo big as ours, yet better manned 


and was indeed a Malabar man of war, and our pro- 


feſſed enemy, who are uſed to infeſt thoſe ſeas with 


their piracies; our ſeamen being ſenſible of the deſpe- 


ratencis of our condition, were greatly diſmayed, but 
| I (who 
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1 (who was formerly uſed to be dead-heatted enough) 
did now become valorous, and encouraged them by 
words and actions, for conſidering the badneſs of my 
condition, being likely not only to loſe what eſtate I 
had lately gathered, but at leaſt my liberty, and it 
may be my life (for many of theſe Malabars do kill and 
feed on their Priſoners) theſe conſiderations I fay poſſeſ- 
ſed me with ſo much courage, that I was. reſolved to 
try my utmoſt power to defend myſelf from my Ene- 
mies; we were by chance accompanied by ten Moors 
called Raſhpoots, who being always brought up in Wars, 


never go unarmed ; theſe perſons being more courage- 


ous then the reſt, by my example, put themſelves into 
a poſture of defence, and the other Seamen had ſwords 
and other weapons put into their hands, to keep the 
enemy from boarding us: we had eight great Guns in 
our Junk, which were carried more tor ornament than 
uſe, for they knew not how to diſcharge them againſt 
an enemy to advantage, only ſerved to be ſhot off in 
triumph, and make a noiſe, but would not be well le- 
velled to carry a ball to do execution. I ſeeing this in- 
conveniency, took ſuch order therein that the Guns were 


placed ſo as to damage our enemy, who now approach- . 


ing us, came cloſe up towards us, but he found a hotter 


entertainment than he expected, for we killed ſeveral 


of his men with our firſt broad-ſtde, the only weapons 
our enemies had were great ſtones, which they threw 
at us in abundance, but we having again charged our 
great Guns, and all the ſmall ones we had aboard, gave 
them ſuch a peal as was the funcral knel to many of 
be. ont | a 

Our enemies being gone, I called all our men toge- 
ther, to ſee what damage we had ſuſtained ; and upon 


enquiry, found that we had not loſt a man; but about 
half a dozen broken heads and faces was all the harm 


we had received. | 
1 was generally applauded for my courage, and the 
| chief 
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chief owner of the goods not only rendered me infinite 
thanks, but promiſed me a great reward, which was 
juſtly paid me at the end of our voyage: I told them 
that I much wondered at the manner of our enemy's 
fight, but I received this anſwer, that they ſeldom uſed 
any other weapons than ſtones, which they carried in 


great plenty, truſting to So and their great num- 


bers, for the bark that ſet $pon us had above an hun- 
dred men, itt her, and would have certainly taken us, 
had I not ſo good a fight with our guns, which was a 
thing unuſual for them to meet with, not ſuſpecting that 


we could make any uſe of them, otherwiſe than to ſhoot 


upright as was uſual, but they found to the contrary to 
their coſt; for I ſuppoſe we had the good fortune 
to kill ſeveral of them, which ſo diſheartened them, 
that they left us as I told you: and thus our meet- 
ing with no more obſtruction, in two months time 
tiniſhed our voyage, and returned home, where I 
received 500 Rupees, as a recompence for my good 

{ervice. Sie ot, = 
I was joyfully received at home by my wife, and ac- 
quired a very good eſteem of all by this valorous ex- 
ploit, and had many advantageous offers to go again 
on the ſame account; but I valuing my pleaſure more 
than profit, which was hazardous, declined their pro- 
poſitions, and now reſted myſelf at home only making 
ſome excurſions to viſit the beſt of my friends who ſail- 
ed not to welcome me, the honeſteſt Women to whom 
I made myſelf welcome ſometimes. I travelled to the 
adjacent Towns where I viſited the pleaſant Gardens, 
and other times I] went further to the Cities which be- 
ing well built with brick, had pleaſant Platforms, on the 
Top; many of the Cities were walled and fortified 
with Caſtles for their defence. I ſeldom went without 
a couple of attendants which are called Puiſn's, who 
were my daily ſervants, theſe were a ſort of Bantans, 
who ſerved me for four f{hillings a month a piece, and 
” | | „ 
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enjoyed, not only with the maid, but the mi 
how after the maid whom I had gotten with child was 


8 


| ont of chat PIE themſelves diet, unleſs they travelled 
far from home, and then 1 leo each of them three 


halfpence per day to buy victuals and drink, which was 

only Cutkeree, Butter, Toddee, which they were ſatisfied, 
neither indeed doth the Conſul give much more to his 
ſerviters, for his chief Pujſu hath but ten ſhillings per 


month ; and out of that he keeps a horſe and a ſervant 


to attend him. They are very diligent and faithful in 
what they are intruſted with, but ſo ſoon as they per- 
ceive a new Moon they tell their maſter of it that they 
may pay them their Wages. 

Having now ſatisfied my curioſity i in theſe travels, 


and being returned home, I began to conſider of my 
fore- paffed life: then did I turn over thoſe ſeveral acci- 
dents that had formerly befallen me. 


As firſt how I committed rogueries, when but a bay, 


and ran away from my mother (of whom I had never 


ſince ſo much as heard or enquired) I had ſome re- 


flections thereupon, and what my mother might judge 
was become of. me: then did I call to mind the rogue- 
ries I had committed, from my appreticeſhip, and the 


{ſeveral adventures I had, and pleaſant nights loan I 
re's; 


delivered, I diſpatched her and child to Virginia, and 


ſoon after by mine and my miſtreſs's extravagancies, 


lent my maſter ſirſt to priſon, and ſo out of the world, 
my miſtreſs herſelf not long ſurving him; being then a 


freeman, I married, but was juſtly enough ſitted for 


my diſloyalty, by my wives incontinency, which with 


my prodigality ſoon conſumed me, forcing me to leave 


England for Ireland, which being my firſt great remove, 
L ſeriouſly reflected on, not knowing where I ſhould 


end my days, I being now far diſtant from the place of 


my nativity ; but bethinking myſelf that my livelihood 
depended there on my vital ſtrength, not that I was 


erpoſeg to * burdens or labour in the day time, 


but 
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but in the night, where I received equal pleaſure; and 
indeed J having run through the whole courſe of my 
life, found that by the favourable and good opinion of 
Women (which was not undeſerved) I had not only pre- 
ſerved myſelf, but many times raiſed myſelf a ſufficient 
fortune : as I had lately done by marrying with my 
Mooriſh Wife, in which preſent condition I concluded 
myſelf mucy better than when I was in Ireland tied to 


my old Woman, who only paid me and gave me money 
according to the ſervice I did her, and was then again 
old and peeviſh, and above all things very joalous; now 


Lwas my own Paymaſter, and though my bed: fellow 


Was not fair, yet ſhe was young and pleaſant, and ſo far 
from jealouſy, that ſhe herſelf would procure me a 
. young girl, the faireſt in the country to lie with me, 


and jhe alſo lying by me, and taking much pleaſure 


therein. 


Then did I proceed in the thoughts of my former 
life, and conſidering the many dangers I underwent all 
the time I followed my Padding employment. I had a 
fair opportunity of declining Vice, and living virtuouſ- 


ty, I not being likely to be expoſed to any ſuch Roguiſh 
ſhifts or courſes as formerly, theſe thoughts of Virtue 


made way for thoſe of Religion, of which this Coun- 
try Religion may very well bear a part : I ſhall give you 
a ſhort account thereof in this following Chapter. 
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The Original Relivien and Worſhip of the Banians Perſees 
* with all their Caſts and T ribes. 


"HIS large part of the World which is governed by 
the Great Mogul, is inhabited by theſe three ſorts 


of People, Banians, Moor-men or Raſhe poots, and Per- 


{ces : the ſeveral Religions or Worſhips of the firſt and 


laſt, viz.. the Banians and Perſces, J ſhall here give you 


an account of but for the Moors or Raſhpoots, they have 
little eſteem for any Religion in particular, and being 
for the moſt part Soldiers, are of the Great Mogul's 

Religion. which is partly Mahometan : I ſhall therefore 
begin with the Banians, who believe in one God, and 
that he created the World out of nothing, and chat af. 


ter this manner: firſt he having the four Elements of 


Air, Earth, Fire and Water for a ground-work, by 
ſome great cane or ſuch like inſtrument : blew upon the 
Waters which aroſe into a bubble of a round form like 
an Egg, which ſpreading itſelf made the firmament ſo 
clear and tranſparent, which now compaſleth the world 
about, after this there remaining true liquid ſubſtance 
in the earth, God made of both theſe together a thing 


round like a ball, which is called the lower World, the 


more ſolid part became earth, the liquid Sea, both which 
making one Globe: he by a great noiſe or humming 
ſound placed them in the midſt of the firmament, there 
he created the Sun and Moon to diſtinguiſh times and 
ſeaſons, and the four elements which were before mix- 
ed, were now ſeparated and aſſigned to their ſeveral 
places, and diſcharged their ſeveral offices; the air filled 


up the empty parts, the fire nouriſhed with heat, the. . 


: / - 


carth and ſea brought forth their living creatures, and 
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then was the World created, and as it had its beginning 


from four Elements, ſoit was meaſured by four points: 


As Eaſt, Ne, North and South, and was to be conti- 


nued for four ages, to be peopled by four Caſts or ſorts 
of men who were to be married to four ſort of women 
appointed for them. The world being made, man was 
Ifkewiſe made out of the earth, God putting into him 
life, and he worſhipping his Creator; woman was like- 
wite made and given to him as a companion, the firſt 
man's name was Poncous, and the woman's name was 
Parcontee, and they lived together as man and wife, 
feeding on the fruits of the earth, not deſtroying any 
/ ĩ 

Theſe two had four ſons called Brammon, Cuttery, 
Shaddery and Wyſe, who were of different and diſtinct 
nature from each other, for Brammon was of an earthly 
conſtitution, and therefore melancholy : Cuttery fiery, 


and therefore martial: Shaddery flegmatic, and therefore 
peaceable : yſe airy, and therefore full of contrivances 


and inventions: Brammon being melancholy and ingeni- 
ous, God gave him knowledge and appointed him to 


impart his laws, and therefore gave him a book contain- 


ing the form of Divine Worſhip and Religion; | Cuttery 
being martial, had power to govern Kingdoms, and 
therefore had a ſword given him. Shaddery being mild 
and converſable, it was thought fit. that he ſhould be a 
Merchant and Traffic, and therefore had a pair of balan- 
ces and a bag of weights hung at his girdle: and Ny. 
being airy, was appointed for a mechanic or handicratts- 


man, and therefore had a bag of ſeveral ſorts of tools. 

- Theſe were the firſt men and theſe their qualities (ac- 
cording to the Zanian tradition) that peopled the earth. 
Poncous and  Parcontee had no daughters, becauſe their 


f£>ns ſhould go elſewhere to find them wives which were 
made for them, and placed at the four winds, the four 


ſons being grown up to man's eſtate were commanded 


travel. And, 
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Firſt,” Brammon with his Book in his hand took His 
journey towards the riſing of the Sun in the Faſt; for 
the place were they were born, and their Parents created, 
was in the middle or navel of the World, the Sun at 
Noon-day caſting no ſhadow. Brammon taking his jour- 
ney, as is faid, towards the Eaſt, arrived at a good! 
Mountain, before which was a Valley through w. ich 
there paſſed a Brook; in the deſcent of which there ap 
peared a woman a drinking. This woman was of bla 
hair, yellow complexion, of an indifferent ſize, and a 
modeſt aſpect, and indeed in every thing made, as if 
made for her ' beholder; who being naked, and ſeeing 
her to be ſo too, was more baſhful than the woman who 
brake ſilence, by queſtioning the cauſe of his coming 
thin... ee IIS 27 Ns 7 6 

Brammon hearing her ſpeak, and in his own Language, 
thus reply*d,” That the great God wwho made all things had 


ſent him thither. The woman ſceing his Book, aſked the 


uſe of it; whereupon he opened it, ſhewed her the eon. 


| tents thereof, andafter ſomie other diſcourſe ſhe conſented 
to be married to him, according to the form preſcribed 


in that book, which being done, they lay together, and 
had many children who peopled the Eaſt part of the 
world: this woman's name was Savatrec. 0 
Cuttery the ad Brother, was ſent upon tha ame ac- 
count to the Weſt part of the world, and taking his 
{word in his hand, he advanced on his journey, but not 
meeting with any adventure or occaſion to make uſe 
thereof, he was troubled, deſiring above all things, that 
he might meet with ſome people whereon he might ex- 
erciſe his courage: thus impatiently did he proceed on 
his journey, till he arrived near a high Mountain, where 
he might behold a Perſonage who was walking with a 
martial pace, and coming nearer, found to be a woman 
armed with a weapon called a Chuckery: They were no 
looner met, but they encountered, and. fet upon one 
another, but though he expected a ſudden conqueſt, yet 
| 2 Wag 
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was he deceived therein, for his 1 held him in 
play all that day, till night parted them. The next day 


alſo they wholly ſpent in fight; he gained no advantage 
ever his female enemy, only at the cloſe of the day, he 


had the fortune to cut her weapon in two, but the 
night coming on, the abel am him without any 
further damage 

The next day ſhe was e wh How and Ar- 
rows, and then had a great advantage. over them, be- 
cauſe ſhe-could wound, him at a diſtance, and he could 


not hurt her without a cloſe fights; being ſenſible of this 


odds, cloſed with her, and by main ſtren gth threw her 
down, holding her by the hair of the head ; when hav- 
ing a perfect view of her .beauty, inſtead of an enemy, 
he became a lover of his beautiful object; and that he 


might gain her affections, lie thre by his weapons, and 


el Fpimſelf to her in fair ſpeeches, to which ſhe was 
attentive, and he at length became ſo prevalent, that 


they at preſent plighted troths to one another, and of 


enemies, not N at that inſtant became friends; but 
in a ſhort time after living together, and Nature dicta- 


ting to them what muſt be done for the procrcation of 


the like, they taſted the fruit of Love's garden, and 

had many children, who peopled the Welt part of the 

world; ; «els woman's name was 7. oddicaſtree. 4 | 
Sbaddery the zd Son, who was the Merchant-man-was 


ſent to the North with his balance and weights, and he 


after much travel happened on a place where he found. 
Pearls, and a rock or mine of Diamonds; and believing 
them (by reaſon of their great luſtre in the dark) of 
ſome extraordinary value, took ſome of them with him, 
and a ſpecial notice of the place, that he might find it 
again; and ſo proceeding on his journey, came to the 
place, where was the woman that was to be his Wife, 
who was wandcring by the ſide of 2 wood; ſhe, ſceing 
um, became fearful; but he coming to her, and giving 
er good Words, . won ven ber to ſtay and receive him 


bu into 
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into her company; and after an account of his j journey, 


which he concluded was purpoſely deſigned to her, be- 
cauſe they underſtood one another's ſpeech, he beſtowed 


ſome of his Pearls and Diamonds upon her; in time 


they proving the comforts of the conjoined ſtate, had 
ſeveral children, who peopled the North part of the 
world, and became Merchant-men: he afterwards tra- 
velling with them, ſhewed them the rock of Dann 
this woman's name was Vijſagundah. _ 

Wy/e, the 4th, and youngeſt of the Brethren, went 
alſo to. the South parts of the world, and carried his 
tools with him, whereby he was able to build a houſe, 
or perform any other piece of work needful for the uſe 
of man; he was forced to paſs over ſeven ſeas, at each 
ay: making a veſſel and leaving it behind him: the 

it ſea was called Paſpurbatoe, and brought him to a land 


called Derpe, where he built him a houſe to live in, 


which he did with much content, till the woman ape 
pointed for him came thither to behold the ſame: She 
was amiable and white; and her hair was powdered 
Saunders and other Odours: She firſt ſpake to him, de- 
manding how he came thither ; He anſwered her, that the 
Almighty had ſent him, and had taken great pains by coming. 
over ſeven Seas to wait on her: She was diſpleaſed with 
his diſcourſę and houſe telling him that ſhe needed bim not; 
and notwitiftanding all his perſuaſions, left him: he af- 
terwards met her walking in the woods, but could not 
prevail with her to continue with him, but left him 
much troubled. After this, he being in a profound 
melancholy, walking abroad, came to a parcel of trees, 
under which he placed himſelf. and there prayed to his 
Creator, that he might not loſe bis lahour, in coming ſo far 
to find a Womga that would not converſe with him: O this 
Prayer he had anſwer, that his requeſt ſhould be granted, 
on condition that for the future he would ered Images, and 
adore and worſhip them under green trees : To this he con- 


lented, and at the next meeting he un the es 
0 


— 


of this Woman who was named Jerunnsgundab, ſo that 


the became his wife, by whom he had ſeveral children 


that peopled the South. 
Theſe four Brethren being thus diſperſed at the four 
ſeveral parts of the earth, and having peopled the ſame, 
were all deſirous of returning to their own Country 
from whence they came, to fee their Father and Mother, 
and recount their ſeveral adventures to them, and to 
that end, leaving their children behind, they-and their 
Wives travelled {6 long, till they came to the place, were 
they were {i joyfully received of their Parents, and 
then of each other, as there they likewiſe had ſeveral 
other children; begetting ſeveral generations, that all 
the world might be inſtructed in their ſeveral qualities 
by Brammon i in matters of Religion, by Cuttery in Rule 
and Governments, by Shaddery in Traffic and Merchan- 
dize, and by Wy/e in matters of Handicrafts; of which 
four Caſts the world confiſteth, every one of them living 
in his ſeveral quality, keeping his tribe free from con- 
fuſion or interfering: and thus the world was peopled; 
bat in time, multitude begat difference and diſorder, 
and miſchief, and every perth on diſagreed with the other, 
every one producing new and various differences, as 
well in matters of Religion and Worſhip, as in all other 
affairs; when the Almighty for the wickedneſs of man- 
kind, ſent a fiood which came and deſtroyed all the 
Creatures of the earth; and this according to the tradi- 
tion of the Banians, was the firſt Age of the World. 
This World of Creatures keing deſtroyed, others 
were made in this manner ; The Almighty firſt made 
out of the earth theſe three Creatures, Bremm Viſtney 
to Breman, he gave the power of making Creatures, be- 


cauſe ſay the Baniant, as great perſons do not their Work 


but by Deputies, ſo neither was it fit that God fhould be 
ſervile to his Creatures, but give to them their being by 
his Inſtruments. To the ſecond, which was Viſtney, y, he 


Save charge to preſervethe Creatures. But to the third, 
which 


GGG 
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ea; was e he gave power to 9 them, 
becauſe he knew they would be wicked, and deſerve 
judgements. Breman was to be taken up to Heaven in 
concluſion of the ſecond age. Viſtney was to live az long 
again as Breman, and Ruddery was to continue three 
times as long, and then he ſhould deſtroy allthe World, 
which ſhould be the great day of Judgement. 
Breman according to the power given him, produced 


Man and Woman out of his own Bowels, who being in- 


ſtructed by 1 gave Worſhip to God, and reverence 
to him: the Man was by him named Manu: and the 


Woman Ceterrupa : they were ſent to the Eaſt and there 
they had three ſons and three daughters, who were ſent 
ſeverally to the Wet, North and South, which were peo- 
pled by them: thus man being made by Breman, Viftney 
provided things neceſſary for them, and Ruddery diſ- 
perſed afflictions ſickneſſes and death, as men did de- 
ſerve them. 


It was now neceflary ſay the 3 that the Law 


ſhould be given according to which they ſhould live; 
and therefore Breman being called up into a mauatain, 


the Almighty gave him out of a.cloud a book, which 
the Banians call the Shaſter, wherein was written their 
Laws; this book conſiſted of three tracts. 

The firſt, whereof contained their Moral Law, and 


explication or appropriation of the precepts to every ſe- 
veral Tribe and Caſt. 


Ihe ſecond, was there Ceremonial Law. 

The third, diſtinguiſhed them into Caſts or Tribes 
with peculiar obſervations for each Caſt and Tribe. 

The firſt Tract of the moral Law contained eight 
commandments. 


1. That they ſhould kill no ling Creature, becauſs 


like Man it had a Soul. 


2. That the ſhould made a Covenant with their five | 
Senſes : the Eyes not to ſec evil things, the Ears nat to 
bear evil things, the 'Tongue- not to, ſpeak. ha. U 

| ayat- 
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Patjat not to taſte, as Wine or Fleſh, the hands not to 
* any thing de filed. 
3. That they ſhould duly obſerve the times of devo. 


* in Waſhing, Worſhip, &c. 
That they ſhould not tell falſe tales to deceive. 


6 That they ſhould be charitable to the poor. 
6. That they ſhould not oppreſs their poor Brethren. 
5. That they ſhould celebrate certain Feſtivals, not 
pampering the body, but faſting and watching, to be 


fitter for devotion. 
rn then thould not Rei; thounk ive little, 


Theſe eight are beſtowed among hs four Tribes or 
Caſts, to each two Commandments: to the Bremanes, 


which are the Prieſts, the firſt and fecond, as being. 
ſtricteſt in Religion. To Shaddery they appropriated. 


the third and fourth, as moſt proper to them. To Cut 
zery the fifth and fixth, and to Wy/e the ſeventh and 
eighth: they are all enjoyned to keep all the Command- 
ments; but more particularly thole that are appropri- 
ated to their ſeveral Caſts. 

The ſecond Tract of the book delivered to Breman 
„ "mY certain ceremonial injunctions, * are 
theſe. 7 

Firſt, waſhing their bodies in Rivers, in memory of 
the delug ge, in which they uſe this ceremony: firſt they 
beſmear their bodies in the mud of the River, as an 
emblem of man's filthineſs; ; and then coming into the 
water and turning their faces towards the Sun, the 
Bramman mg: that as the body which is foul as the 
mud of the River which is cleanſed by the water, ſo 
that his fin may be in like manner cleanſed ; and then 
the party plunging himſelf three times in the River, 
and ſhaking in his hand ſome grains of Rice as an offer- 
ing on the water: he receiveth abſolution for his ſins 
paſt, and is diſmiſſed. | 
2d. The ceremony of anointing the forchead with red 


painting, as A peculiar mark which they often renew. 
3d. They 
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rs and 
offerings under green trees, the original of which cf. 
tom they derive from Wyſe, to whom theygay God p- 
peared in a viſion under a tree; the tree particulafly | 
appropriated for this Worſhip, is called Fieu Indica, as 
vide, Sir W. Rautoigh, for which tree they have a great 


N 


4. They are enjoyned prayers in their Temples, where 
they offer to Images with ringing and loud tinKlir 8 of 
bells and ſuch like impertinent ſervices. 

5. They are enjoyned Pilgrimage to rivers lute 
where they throw in as offerings, Jewels, and Frfalure 
of £ eat value. | | 

- 6. They uſe ivocation of Saints, and for all their | 
aflairs they have ſeveral Saints they invoke for afſiſtance. 

here Jaw” binds them to give Worſhip to God 
upon ſight of any of- his Creatures firſt ſeen after Sun 
riſe, eſpecially to the Sun and Moon, which they call 
the two eyes of God; as alſo to ſome Beaſts. 

8. In baptizing children, there is difference in the 
Caſts, for the Brammanet are extraordinary: the reſt 


of the Children are only waſhed in Water, with a ſhort 


prayer, that God would write good things i in the front 
of the child, all preſent ſaying Amen. They name the 
child, putting a red ointment on the midſt of his fore- 
head, and the ceremony is done. But the children of 
the Caſt of the Brammanes are not only waſhed with 
Water, but anointed with oil with theſe Words: 0 
Lord we preſent unto thee this Child, anointed with Oil, and 


cleanſed with Water; unto which they add other ceremo- 
nies, then they enquire*the exact time of the child's 


birth, and calculate his nativity, which they Keep by 
them and give them at the day of their marriage. 
9. As for their marriages, their time is different 
from other nations, for they marry at ſeven years of 
age, they are . ndnd by their Parents; 
which being agreed on they ſend preſents, and uſe 
No. 15. C. many 
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m any triumphant preambulations about the town * 
tw days; and then at the going down of the Sun they 
uſe this ceremgony. A fire is made and interpoſed be- 
tween the young couple, to imitate the ardency of their 
affections; then there is a ſilken ſtring that encloſes both 
their bodies, to Witneſs the inſolveable bond of Wed- 
lock; after this bond there is a cloth interpoſed betwixt 
thera, a cuſtom taken from the meeting of Brammon 


and Savatre, who covered themſelves till the Words of 


Matrimony were uttered, ſo the Brammanes pronounc- 
ing certain Words, enjoyning the man to provide for 
the Woman, and her to loyalty; and pronouncing the 
bleſſing of a fruitful iſſue the ſpeech 1 is concluded ; the 
cloth interpoſed, is taken away; the bond which in- 
girted them, unlooſed; freedom is given them to com- 
municate with one another; ; they gave na dowry, only 
the Jewels worn on the bridal day; none come to the 
feaſt, but thoſe of the fame Tribe or Caſt: no Woman 
is admitted to ſecond marriage, but thoſe of the Tribe 
of Nye; which are the handicrafts- men in all Tribes 
may marry twice except the Bremanes, every Tribe mar- 
ries in their own Caſts, and the Tribe of thg Wyſe not 
cnly marry in their own Tribe, but in their en trade; 


as 2 Barber or Smith's Son, muſt marry a Barber or 


Smith's Daughter of the ſame Tribe. 

10 Which ! is the laſt, is the ceremony ofathcir buri- 
als, when any is fick to death, they enjoin him to ut- 
ter Narrane, Which is one of the names of God, im- 
porting mercy to ſinners, they pour fair Water into his 
hand, 2 Praying t to Kiſtnetuppon, the God of the Water, 
to preſent him pure to God, he being dead, his body 
is waſhed, and after buried in this manner. They car- 
ry the body to a river's ſide, and being ſet down, the 
 Brammane uttereth theſe words. O earth wwe commend 


unto thee this our Brother, whil}t he lived thou hadft an in- 


tereſt in him, of the earth he was made, by the bleſhng of 
Abe earth be was fed, and thereforemoww he is dead, ve /ur- 
| | render: 
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render "WA to thee: after this uttin combuſtible matter 
to the body, lighted by the elp of ſweet Oil, the Bram- 
mane ſaith, O fire, 0510 he lived thou hadſtis claim in him, 
by whoſe natural heat he fubji/ted, wwe return therefore bis 
body to thee that thou ſhouldſt purge it. 
Then the ſon of the deceaſed ſet two pots, one with 
Water, and the other with Milk on the ground, the pot 
of Milk on the top of the other and with a ſtone breaks 
i the pot of Water whereby the Water and Milk are both 
a ſpoiled; upon which account the ſon thus moralizeth, 
That as the ſtone makes the Veſſels yield, ſo did ſickneſs 1 
ruin his Fathers body, which is then burnt to aſhes, = 
Which are thrown into the Air, the Brammane uttering 
theſe words, Oh air, whil/t he lived by thee he W 
and now having breathed his laſt, we yield him to thee. The 
aſhes falling on the water, the Brammane faith, Oh water 
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whil/? he lived, thy moiſture did Suſtain him, and now his 


/ 

e- 

n body is di iſperſed, take thy part in him, This being done, 
e MU the Brammane reads the law of mourners, That for ten 
8 days he muſt eat no beetle, nor oyl his head, nor put on clean 
r- MW chaths, but once a month make a feaſt, and viſit the River 
dt KG Wate $ in up his Fathers aſhes. 5 
* The third Tract confiſteth of their being diſtinguiſh- | 
red into Caſts and Tribes, with peculiar obſervations for 
each. The Brammanes being firſt, have their name either 
of Brammon who was the firſt of that tribe; or elſe 
from Bremau, who was the firſt of the fecond. Age to 
whom the Law was delivered, of which there are two 
forts, the common, and the more ſpecial ; the common 
Brammane hath eighty-two Caſts or Tribes, whick are 
diſtinguſhed by the names of the places of their firſt 
habitations. Theſe diſcharge the Miniſterial function, 
in praying and reading their Law to the people, in 
which they uſe a kind of mimical fantaſtical geſture, 
ind a — wa. ” 

of They are firſt receive@ſyto that Order at ſeven years 
w- Nof age, uſing the cerefſOny of waſhing and ſhaving | 
dere 0 C2 their 


| ting or cou g· wearing about their Joins a gi dle of 
an Antelope's Kin, and another thing of the ſame about 
their neck deſcending under the left arm: At fourteen 


Wg ging t wa ob oa, thongs for four ſealing threads 


in the Brammanes Law. 


of the Shudderys or Merchant- men, who for devotion 


05 things common, but place no faith in outward waſh- 
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- omit, and ſhall only tell you that in their flouriſhing 
Eltate they were the ancient Wings of India, eſpecially 


1 heads, only "PO one lock; t | they. are bound to 
A Pythagorean ſilence, and prohibiting havlking, ſpit- 


years of age they are admitted to be Brammanes; ex- 


that come over the right ſhoulder, and under the right 
arm, Which they ſleep withal, in honour of God and 
the three Perſons; —. are enjoined to keep all thin $3 


The more ſpecial ſort of Hrammanes are of the Caſt 


take this condition: He wears a Woollen Garment of 
white, reaching down to the middle of the * „ the 
reſt is naked; his head is always uncovered; 2 do 
not ſhave, but pluck off all the hair. from their heads 


N and beards, 2 g only one lock. 


There are ſeveral Caſts of theſe, that live more ſtrictly 
than the ret; for theſe never marry, are very mode- 


| 
- rate in their diet, and drink nothing but water boiled 
that ſo the vapour, which they 2 > to be life, may 

| { 


go out; they ſweep away and diſperſe their dung, leſt 
it ſhould generate worms that may have life, and be de 
ſtroyed, they keep an Hoſpital of lame and maimed fly- 
ing fowl, ick they redeem with a price, they have 


„but rather embrace a careleſs and ſordid naſtineſs, 
he ſecond Tribe or Caſt was Cutteryes, who had their 
name from Cuttery,” the ſecond Son of 'Ponrous, who 
having Dominion and Rule committed to him, theres 
fore all Soldiers and Kings are ſaid to be of his Tribe. 
This particular of Bremans Book that concerned this 
Caſt, contained certain precepts of Government and 
Policy, which being of common import, I choſe to} C 


„ \ "7 


6381 
of that — that is called Guzzarat, and were called by 


the name of Racab, which ſigniſies 2 King, they are ſaid 
to have chirty-ſix T ribes, and none were admitted to 


rule or govern but out of theſe Tribes. But in time 


theſe Racabs were moſt of them put from the Govern. 
ment, and deſtroyed by the Mahometans, who. oppreſſed 
them, ſome of them ſtill remain, and are called Rab. 
pots, which I have before named; ſome are as yet un- 
conquered, and iometimes fight with and againſt the 
greg Mogul. 5 
The third Son of Ponroms being called Sheddery, 26d 
Merchandiziog being appointed him, all Merchants 


therefore are comprized under this Name, The partiz; Ab ; 
culars of Bremans Book that once concerned this Cai aw 


was 2 Seminary of Religious advertiſement, enjoyning 
them to truths in their words and dealings. Theſe are 
they that are moſt properly called Banians, which pame 
ſignifies a harmleſ People, that will not endure to ſee a 
fly, or worm, OF any living thing to be injured, and 
being themſelves ſtrucken, bear it patiently without re- 
ſiſtance, they are equal in number of their Caſts to the 
Brammanes, and bein g like to N dhe türen follow 
their ene | 

Their farms and contract in Danes and felling i 18 
ſomethin notable; ; for the Broker that beateth the 
price with þ im that ſelleth, looſeth his Pamerin that is 
folded och his waiſt, and ſpreading: it upon his knee, 


with hands folded underneath, by their finger ends the 
price of pounds, ſhillings, or pence is fixed, as the 


Chapman is intended to give. The ſeller in like man- 
ner intimateth how muck he purpoſes to have, which: 
filet compoſition their Law enjoyneth. 

Laſtly, as the Sen of Ponrour was called Wyſe, and | 
was maſter of Merchants or Handicrafts, ſo all Handi- 
crafts are of that Tab The directions that were in 
Breman s book for thgſe, were touching their behavi- 
our in their callings; p name Wyſe ſignifies one that is 
| | ſervile 


: 
- 
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gervile c or inſtrumentary, theſe People ar are now common- 
ly called Centiles, which are of two ſorts; firſt, the 
purer Gentile, ſuch as diet themſelves as the n not 
eating fleſh; ſiſh or wine, and the impure eat of all 
forts, and are commonly Huſbandmen, and uſually 
called Cralees. Thoſe of the purer ſort have thirty-ſix 
Caſts, according to the number of the trade practiſed 
among them, in which they make as few/ inſtruments 
ſerve for the effecting of divers works, as may be, and 
whatever they do, is contrary to the Chriſtian form of 
working, for the moſt part. This is the ſubſtance of 
1 the third tract of the Book delivered to Breman concern- 
ing the manner of the four tribes. 
This Book was by Breman en to dhe 
Brammanes to be publiſhed to the People, "who did give 
abſolute eee to theſe injunctions; but in time, | 
fraud, violence and all manner of wickedneſs being 
committed, God grew angry, and acquainted Breman t 
that he would deſtroy the world; who acquainted the It 
People herewith, but to little purpoſe, for ſoon after iff t 
they fell to their wickedneſs,” and God took Breman up b 
into. his boſom who had interceded for mankind: then 
alſo Vifney (whoſe nature and Office it was to preſerve n 
the People) did intercede, but God would not be paci- I 
fied, but gave charge to Ruddery (whoſe Office it was b 
t 
1s 
f. 
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to deſtroy) to couſe the bowels of the earth to ſend out 
a wind to {ſweep the Nations as the duſt from the face 
of the earth: this command was accordingly executed, 
and all people were deſtroyed, faving a few that God 
_ permitted V7 Hney to cover with the ſkirts of his preſerva- y 
tion, reſerved to propagate mankind in the third Ages A 
and fo this Age concluded, My 
The wickedneſs and ill government of the Kings and ft 
Rulers, being the chief cauſe of deſtroying the lait age: In 
therefore all thoſe of Cuttery's tribe were all deſtroyed. 10 
Now becauſe it was neceſſary that there ſhould be ſome u 


of chat Caſt as well as others, whggetore God xaiſed ride In. 
( tive 
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tribe again out of the Caſt of the Brammer: the name 
of him who renewed and raiſed this tribe was called 
Ram; who was a good King and lived piouſly, but 
his ſucceſſors did not ſo, but committed ſo much wick. 


edneſs that God again deſtroyed the world, by the 
opening of the earth, which ſwallowed up all mankind, 
but a few of the four tribes who were left to new peo- 


ple the world again, and this was the concluſion of the 
third age. 

At the begmning of the fourth age, there was one 
Kiſtney, 2 famous Ruler, and pious King, who won- 
dertully promoted Religion; Viſtney was now taken up 
mto Heaven, there being no further need of his pre- 
ſervation, for when this age is concluded, there ſhalt 
be a full end of all things. | 


The Brammanes ſuppoſe this Age ſhall * longer than 


any of the reſt, in the end thereof Ruddery ſhall be 


taken up into Heaven : thefe four ages they call by 
theſe four names, Curtain, Duauper, Tetrajo and Ke- 
tee, they hold the manner of thele laſt PR ſhall 
be by fire when all ſhall be deſtroyed, es fo the four 
Ages of the world ſhall be deſtroyed by the four Ele- 
ments. And then ſhall Ruddery carry up the ſouls of 
all people to Heaven with him, to reſt in Gods boſom, 
but the bodies ſhall all periſh : ſo that they believe not 
the Reſurrection; for they ſay Heaven * a place that 
is pure, they hold it cannot be capable of fuch groſs 
ſubſtances. 

This is the fam of the Banians Religion, wherein 
you find much of fancy and conceit as to make it be 10 


ancient, and the number four to be uſed ſo often, as 


you have heard the meaning of the three Creatures, I 
ſuppoſe alludes to the Trinity; but inſtead of a confir- 
mation and proof of a Trinity, they would make a 


Quaternity thereof; in the name, I ſuppoſe, they 


well as other Nations who differ from us in Religion} 


N 


ous, 
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dus, were reſolved to make a Law of their own, to be 
fornewhat like that of ours; which how they have done 
you have already heard: I ſhall now hkewiie give you 
a brief account of the Religion uſed by the * 
and ſo put an end to this Chapter. 


Theſe Perſees are a People deſcended from the anci- 


ent Perſians, Who lived in much ſplendor, but wars 


coming among them, they were diſſipated, and the 
Mahometans who invaded them, compelled ſeveral to 


leave their antient Religion for that of the Mahometan: 


which they refuſing expoſed themſelves to a voluntary 
baniſhment, and therefore carried what of their ſub- 
ſtance they could with them : they ſought for a new 
place of habitation, and at length found it in this coun- 
try, where they now inhabit, being admitted to uſe 
their own Religion, but rieldine* themſelves in ſubjecti- 
onto the Government of the Nation, and paying ho- 


mage and tribute, their Religion being -< 2 prion from 
the reſt of the Inhabitants. | 


They affirm that before any thing was, More was 2 


God, who made the Heavens, and the Earth; and all 
things therein contained : at fix times or labours, and 


between each labour, he reſted ſive days, firſt, He made 


the Heavens with their Orbs, adorned with great lights 


and leſſer, as the Sun, Moon and Stars, Alſo the Angels 


whom he placed in their ſeveral orders, according to 
their dignities, which place he ordained to be for the 
habitations of ſuch as ſhould live holy in this life; this 


being done, he reſted five days. Then he made. Hell in 


the lower parts of the World, from which he baniſhed 


all light and comfort wherein were ſeveral Manſions 
that exceeded each other in dolour, proportioned for 
the degrees of offenders ; about which time Lucifer the 


chief of Angels, with other of his order, conſpiring 


againſt God, to gain the Sovereignty and command 
over all; God threw him firſt from the Orb of his hap- 


Pm; zogether. with his 3 damned him to 


Hel, 
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I Hell, the place that was made for offenders, and the” 


them from their glorious ſhapes,” into ſhapes black, u 

and deformed, till the end of the World, when all o 
fenders ſhall receive puniſhment, this was the ſecond 
labour. After this God created the Earth and Waters, 
making this World like a Ball, in that admirable man- 
ner that now it is; this was the third labour. The-fourth 


| was to mat the Trees and Herbs; the fifth was eo minke - 


Beaſts, Fowls and Fiſhes ; and the ſixth i and laſt Man 
and Woman, whoſe names were Adam and Eve. 

It pleaſed God, ſays the Perſees to divide and appro- 
priate his Laws among them in the following order, 
Firſt, therefore, to the Laynign God gave five Com- 


maine 7 


1. To have ſhame over them, as a remedy : 2 inſt fin 
for that will keep them from oppreſſing his inferiors, 


from ſtealing, from Eng drunk, and from beam falſe 


Witneſs. 

2. To have fear always preſent, that they might not 
commit ſin. 

. When they go about any thing, to think whether | 

it de good or bad, ſo to do it or let it alone, 

4. That the ſight of Gods cxveatures, in the morning, 

t them in mind to give God thanks cor them. 

5. That when they pray by day, they turn their 


faces towards the Sun; ; and by night towarcls the 


Moon. 


Theſe are the precepts enj joyned the Laymen, thoſe 
of the common Churchman follow, who are bound to 


keep, not only theſe eee to him; but the pro- + 


ceeding precepts. 
1. To pray after the manner is deſcribed i in the Z uns 

dave/taw, for God is belt pleaſed with that form. 
2. To keep his eyes frogs 9 any thing that is 


To have 4 great care to ſpeak the truth always, | 


becauſe . 8 18 - aher of tallhood. 
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1 0 meddle with no bodies buſineſs but bis own, 


andnot meddle with the things of the world, for the 


| Layman, ſhall provide all things needful for him- 98 


5. To learn the Z pectin by heart that he may 


teach the Laymarr. 
6. To keep himfelf pure as from dead Scales or 
unclean meats, leſt he ſhould. be defiled. 


7- To forgive all i Injuries,” in imitation of God, who 


daily forgives us. 


8. To teach the common people to pray, to pray 
with them for any good: and when they come to the 
place of Worſhip, to join in common prayer together. 


g. To give licence for Marriage, and to marry Men 
and Women, the Parents not having power to do it 
without the conſent of the Herbood. © 

10. To ſpend tho greateſt part of their time in the 
Temple, that he may be ready on all occaſions. | 
11. And laſt Injunction is, upon pain of Damnation, 
to believe no other Law but that of Zertog , and not 
to add to it, nor diminiſh it. 

Fheſe are the precepts enjoyned ths Herbiod, the De- 
| floore being the High Prieſt, who commands all the reſt, 
is enjoyned not only theſe of the Laymon or Behedin, 

theſe of the Herbood or Churchmen, but 13 more of 
his own, which are theſe that follow. 

Id. That he muſt never touch any of 2 Trang e caſt or 
ſe& of what Religion ſoever, nor any Layman of his 
own Religion, but he muſt waſh himſelf. | 

2. That he muſt do all his own Work, in token of 


humility, and for purity, viz. Set his own herbs, ſow 


his own grain, and dreſs his own meat, unleſs he have 
a Wife to do it for him, which is not uſual. Y 
2. That he take Tythe or Tenth of the Behedin, as 
Gods due, and diſpoſe of it as he thinks fit. 
43ᷓ. That he muſt uſe no pomp or ſuperfluity, by ei- 
ther give all away in charity, or beſto w it in chnilding 
of Temples. 
5“ That 
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obey him, as one that ſpe 
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5. That ia houſe be near the Church, where he muſt 
retire himſelf, living in prayer. 

6. That he muſt live purer than others, both in fre- 
quent Waſhings, and Diet, and alſo ſequeſter himſelf” 
from his Wife in time of her Pollutions. | 

7. That he be learned, and knowing all the ſeveral 
Books of Zertooft as well the Aſtrological and Phyſical 

rs, as the other. 


8. That he muſt never eat and drink excellively. 
9. That he fear nobody but God, and a, 2nd not 


| fear what Lucifer can do to him, 5 


10, That God having given him power in matters 
of the ſoul; therefore when any Man ſins he may tell 
him of it, be he never ſo great, and every man is to 

* th not bis own cauſe, but 
Gods. | 
11. That he be able to diſcern in A manner God 


comes to reveal himſelf, in what manner Lucifer. 


12. That he reveal not what God nee to him 
by Viſions. 

13. That he keep an ever. living fire, that never may 
go out, which being kindled by that fire that Zertooft 
brought from Heaven, may endure for all ages, till fire-: - 


ſhall come to deſtroy all the World, and that he ſay his 


prayers over it. 

his is a Summary of thoſe precepts Get in the 
book of their Law, that Zertogſi is by them affirmed to 
bring from Heaven, and that Religion which Gu/laſph 
with his followers embraced, - perſuaded. by the afore- 


mentioned miracles wrought by Zertogſt amongſt them. 
Ihe zd particular in this tract is the rights and cere- 
monies obſerved by this ſect, differencing them from 


others. 
Firſt, Though t their Law: allows them great liberty in 


meat and drink, yet becauſe they will not diſpleaſe the 


Banians and Moors, they abſtain from Kine and wy S- 
lien, they eat alone, and drink i in ſeveral OT 5 


1 N 


1 5 
6 Feaſts in the year, according 1 to the 
. CR of the Creation. 

3- As for their Faſts, after every one of their Feafts, 
| . eat but one meal a day for ſive days together; and 
wks they eat Fleſh the e Part of it to the temple | 
a8 an offering. 

Their Worſhip of Fire i is taken from Zertogſt bring. | 
ing it from Heaven, and it being enjoyned them for i « 
the nature of it, that which he brought,. cquld not be f 
extinguiſhed, whether that be preferred is uaknown, f 
but upon effect thereof they are licenſed to compoſe a, 
fire of ſeveral mixtures which is of ſever forts ; when 
they meet about that ceremony beſtowed; on this Fire, t 
2 of Def 1 or Herbood, together with the Aſſembly en- 1 
| 3430 it about, and ſtandi g about 5 or 6 feet diſtance 

the Defloore or Herboed uttereth this ſpeech. That Ff = 3 
much as fire ꝛuas delivered to Zertooſt their Law-giver from 1 
God Almighty, ꝛchy pronounced it to be his virtue and excel- is 
lente, that they ſhould reverence it, and nat abuſe it in the Wa 
ordinary uſe thereof, as to put water in it, or ſpit in it, Oc. = 3 

At the birth of a child the Dacoo or Churchman is ri 
-- Font for, who calculates the Nativity of the Child, and te 

the mother names it without any ceremony after this it be 


d carried to the Church, and water is poured thereon, 5 


and prayer uſed. That God would cleanſe it from the un- d 
© eleanneſi of 'the Father, and menſtruous pollutions f the Mo: MV 
- #hers At ſeven years of age he is led by the Parents to 
into the Church to have Confirmation, where he is | tec 
E. Prayers, and inſtructed in Religion, and being bo 
waſhed, he is cloathed in a Linen Caſſack and other ha- : 
bits, which n wears, an and ſo 10 . way « Bs 
their ſect. 4 
They fave = five. fold find of mart 
they dan ſeveral terms; the moſt arriage, is | a 4 ven 
hiring a man's Son or Daughter te be matched to their Pr. 
dead Daughter or Son, with whom they are contrafted, I me 


* e obſeryed in oy: e is n 
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af midnight, not in the Church, but upon a bed, by 


two Church-men, one in behalf of _ man, "and. 


the other in behalf of the woman, who aſk if they 
are both willing to be married, and they join hands, 
the man _ promiſing to provide for the Woman, 
and give her ſome gold to bind her to him; and 


the woman promiſing. all ſhe hath is his; then the 
Churchmen ſcattering rice, prays that they ma be 
fruitful, and {o they conclude, celebrating the marriage | 


feaſt for eight days together. 

As for burial they have two places or tombs built of 
a round form, a pretty height from the ground, within 
they are paved with ſtone, in a ſhelving manner, in the 
midſt a hollow pit to receive the conſumed bones, about 
the walls are the ſhrouded and ſheeted carcaſſes laid 
both of men and Women, expoſed to the open air. 
Theſe two tombs are diftance from one another; one 
is for livers, the other for the wicked. When any 


ö are ſick unto death, the Herboad is ſent for who prays in 


the ears of the fick 1 man; and when he is dead he is car- 
ried on an Iron biere; all who accompany them are in- 


| abe all ſpeech; only the Churchman, when the 
is laid in the burial place, faith thus, This our Bra- 
7 Hihſt he lived conſiſted of the faur Elements, now he is- 


dead let he. take bis «wn, Earth to Earth, Air to Air, 
to Sertun and Aſud, that they would keep the Devils 
holy fire to purge himſelf ; for they ſuppoſe the Soul 
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i moleſteth it, for ſecurity from which moleſtation, i it 
Mes to their fire, ſecking preſervation here, which time 


ven x and therefore they for thoſe three days offer u 
Prayers Morning, Noon and Night, that God would be 


me 175 che Soul Nude and forgive his ſins. 


Sp, 


& = 


Water to Water,. and Fire to Fire. This done they pray 
tron, their deceaſed Brother when he -repairs to their 
wandreth three days on the earth, in which time Luc- 


concluded, it receiveth juſtice or reward, Hell or Hea-+ 
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| conclude their mourning. 


FTC A 


: 1 HAD now ſpent reed e in my voyage by 


the Country in general, and his more particular diſco- 
very of the Laws and manner both of Civil and Ec- 


therefore every one provided to be furniſhed with all 


of commodities brougkt out of the country in Wg 


_ Company, and the fourth by their permiſſion, came as 


„ . 
After three days are expired, they make a F eftival, * 


C H A P. I 


Fhe arrival of the Bn 95705 Fleet, bis entertai ning * i Er gs 
 liſhmen, an account of whoſe Adventures is promiſed him 
Ey ane of the Company. The Traveller deſcribeth” the 
place of his birth and parents, the death of his elder Bro- 

ther, and how through the perſuafions of his- Haller. he 


poſed to Tele, e 


Sea, perambulations by Land, and obſervations of 


cleſiaſtical of the Inhabitants, a juſt account whereof I 
have given you in the foregoing Chapters: And now we 
daily expected the return of Ships from England, and 


things neceflary againſt their arrival. The Merchants, 
who were reſident on ſhore had every day ſeveral ſorts 


— drawn by Oxen, ſo that their Storehouſes werd 
led; and I for my part provided myſelf with all ſorts 
of Liquor and Victuals that the Country afforded. 

All thetime uſual the fleet arrived, which conſiſted of 
four ſhips, whereof three was on the account of the 


97 


— 


„ 


2 Interloper: thoſe who came on account of the Com- 


pany were provided with all things neceſlary by the 
order of the Conſul or Preſident; and the other Ships 
company being left to ſhift for themſelves, tools up my 
houſe for their quarters. The chief of the company 
that lodged with me conſiſted of fix perſons, two where- 
of ſeemed to be very handſome young men, of about 
eighteen. years of age; theſe two were very well ret. 
pected, as well by the Captain, as the others his Com- 
panions, they were all very frolick, blith, and merry, 
and ſeveral times laughed at ſeveral adventures that had 
befallen them during the voyage. „ _ 
Though the Captain of this Ship came not on the 
Company's account, yet he was very richly loaden, and 
was directed to ſuch perſons of this Country as would 


be ſure to do his bulineſs for him; neither was he 4 


ſtranger therein, for he had been here twice before, and 
was acquainted with moſt of the Banians, who are ſo 
curious and diligent obſervers, that if they. fee a man 
but once, if he ever return, though ſeveral years after, 
yet they will know him again, eſpecially if they have 
any trading with them, and they have ſo good x conceit 
of our Country-men, that they will oftentimes truſt a 
Captain with 2 or 3ool. worth of commodities from 


one year to another; only giving them common inte- 


reſt; and as to their ordinary dealing and bargaining, 
they are at a word, and their is money to be ſaved in 


with them, and truſting them, for if you diſtruſt them, 
then you ſhall pay ſo much the more; if you truſt them 


they will provide you goods as cheap or cheaper than 
you can yourſelf do it, though never fo well experienc- 


cherein. I needed not to acquaint our Captain with 


my of their faſhions, for he well enough underſtood it 
himſelf; but I aſſiſted him and ſome of the reſt in ex. 
changing their Monies, for the Banians allow no more 
for any ſilver or gold Coin than it weighs; for it ”"_ 
8 — neve 


5 
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never go current there, till ĩt be changed or minted j in- 
to the Coin of that Country. 
Four of my Gueſts, viz. the Captain and three of 
the reſt didemploy themſelves in looxingatter the Ships 
_ unloading, but the other two, who were the youngeſt 
(and therefore, as I thought, fitteſt to take pains) did 
Jl ftay at honie in my own houſe, or elſe walk out for 
their recreation. This, and ſome other things that 1 
obſerved, made me curious in my obſervations of them 
in all their actions, ſuſpecting that they were either per- 
ſonages of greater quality x 5 ordinary, or that there 
was ſome other Miſtery in the caſe: but they being as 
cunning as myſelf concealed that from me which I ſince 
knew, though I tried them with ſeveral ſpeeches and 
diſcourſes; in which I thoyght myſelf cunning enough; 
I obſerved this, that theſe two young men never lay to- 
. gether, but fometimes the Captain lay with one of them, 
and another perſon of his company with the other, 
The greateſt part of their buſineſs being for the preſent 
. difpatched, they oftentimes - ſtaid at home and feaſted, 
where they drank great quantities of Perſian wines, 
and the other, the Country drinks, the beſtI could get 
for them, they having all drank one time to a good 
eighth, and being very merry, the Captain afked 
"which was the beſt houſe for handſome women now. 1 
informed him of the beſt I knew, but ſays he, ye have 
no Engliſh Girls here, no ſaid I, ſeldom any ſuch bleſſings 
come into this Country, we are forced to content-our- 
ſelves with the brown Natives: I believe, ſaid the Cap- 
tain, thgſe two young Men, William and George, for 
ſuch was the names of the two young Mer I ſpake of 
were handſomely dreſſed in Women's Cloaths, they would Ph 
Fer handſome Women. I then of a ſudden turning my 
eyes towards the parties he ſpake of faw that 9 75 
cheeks were died of a vermillion hue, deeper than they 
had lately been acquired by drinking: this cauſed me to 
dliſtruſt {omething, but the reſt of the company falling 


into 


ter they were gone, ſeveral th 


t 


gte a Lind of Ianghter, which. I fippoſcd: was e 5 


what forced, they . their Siure, and began 3 
freſh health to their friends i 1 England, which I pledged 


them with-a very good wi ill, telling them that I had | 


ſome, whole cofipany 1 had heartily wiſhed for, what 
are. they, faid 58 e Sir, {aid I they are ſuch as 
believe you love, that is handſome women in general, | 
and of. thats I had the good fortune to be particularly 
and intimately acquainted with ſeveral. At the ending 
of this diſcourſe, 1 was. called for down to attend ſome 


a5 my gueſts who were going, which having done, I 


again went up, where I found the Captain and the reſt 


in 2 ſtanding poſture, ready likewiſe to be gone; at 


which I wondered, but let 4 take their eaſures: 
ſo five or fix of my gueſts left me, and he had gone too 
had he not been a little fluttered, and then ee At 
ouFhts Poſleſt my mind, 
of What theſe two youngeſt perſons ſhould be; and it 
was long ere I could hit upon the right, but having one 


perſon in the houſe, with whom 1 was more intimate 


kg the reſt, I reſolved to uſe my utmoſt intereſt with 
him to be-fatisfied: he in few. hours, awaked, and would 
have been gone after his companions ; but I ſo far pre- 
vailed with him, that he lay there that night; and be- 
cauſe I would have the better opportunity for my diſ- 
courſe, Llay with him; when we were in bed, I teld - 
him that I could heartily wiſh I could accommodate him 
with a female Bed. fellow he replyed that <would do very 
well, I offered my aſſiſtance i in procuring the beſt of our 
country, but he was cold in his reply; © mr I 
bim, that by that time he had been ſo Tong in the 
country as I had, he would be glad of one of thoſe 
whom I ſometimes made a ſhift to ſpend a night with: 


but continued I, I had rather be at Mother i in 


Moorfields : Are you acquainted: there eplyed my Bed- 

fellow, yes, ſaid I, and at moſt ot the houſes = hof ids 

tality in or about London a gave bim We: latisfa 
16. . 
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on in my diſcourſe that he — to be more free with 

me; and then I conjured him to deal truly with me in 
reſolving me ene queſtion, to which he promiſed me, 
chat he would, I having gained t wa et apon him : 


told him that my 8 was to know” what thoſe two 
young perſons were; which were called William and 
George: truly faid he, you could not have aſxed me any 
thing that I ſhould be more e, to diſcover than 
that; but ſince I have promiſed you, I will tell you, and 
that the truth without any diſguiſe, provided you 
ſwear to me, not to diſcover or take any notice thereof, 
without my conſent, to this I agreed, and having ſworn 
to him he told me, that they were not of theſe names, 
nor ſex, they went for, but women, I told him had 
long fince doubted ſo much, and now I knew it, 1 would 
take no further notige thereof: but rather aſſiſt than 
hinder any deſign wherein there was fo much pleafure, 
for 1 had been as great a wag as any of them, and had 
in my time run through as many fo” 7 arious adventures 
as any man of my age, he hearing tne ſay ſo, aſked me 
where Thad lived, and the moſt part of my life, I with- 
out any diſſenibling gave him a ſhort account of my 
fe, Which ſ& pleaſed him that we ſpent moſt part of 
the night therein, and at my earnelt- requeſt he pro- 
miled me that the next day, he would give me an ac- 
count of his life and adventures, wherein faid he, you 
will find ſo many different chances of fortune, as had 
hardly befallen any man, and T hope ſaid he, I ſhall be 
able to give you a good account thereof: for fince my 
coming from England, I have had time to recollect my- 
felf of ſome things that elſe I had forgotten, but now 
I have placed the chief paſſages'of my life into ſuch a 
method, as I ſhall be very exact in, though I was im- 


atient to hear what he promiſed me, yet the night be- 


ing far ſpent ſleep ſeized on us both for ſome hours, but 

_ awaking in the morning, and putting him in mind of 

Lis promile, after a mornings draught taken and a wy 
; man 
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mand that no one ſhould interrupt us, be began. as fol- 


lows. __ 

Calding- ane, A . ſituate 3 in the ſuburbs of Londan, 
my Father's name was J/agc, and by reaſon of his 
ſmall ſtature was commonly. called little ſaac, being a 
native of the Me place, and by profeſſion a Cobler, 
but ſuch was his courage, that he was much troubled 
when any one called him Cobler and would reply, that 
he was 2 Tranſlator, or a Tranſmographer of ſhoes. 
His wife who I believe was my Mother, was named 
Urſula; the was in the beginning of her days one of 
thoſe ſort of people that we call Gipfies, or Canting- 
Beggars, my Fathar wanting money to pay for a bed 


at 25, Ih he was forced to take up his lodging in a barn, 
- whe 


er they were ever married or no, I cannot tell, 
though I ſuppoſe they only took each others words 2s 
being willing to fave the charge of a Prieſt's hire. But 
notwithſtanding the darkneſs of her complection (as 
thoſe ſort of people commonly have) there is not ſo 
bad a Jill, but there is as bad a Jack, for it was not long 
before ſhe horniſied my Father, by a Banbury Tinker: 
WO was ſo well known-amongſt the neighbours, that 
f 1 8 would commonly make horns with their fingers, 
oint at him as he paſſed along the ſtreet, My eldeſt 

beck er at ſeven years of age attained to ſuch ingenuity 
that he ſeldom carried home any. mended ſhoes to a 
Gentleman's or Citizen's houſe, but he would filch ei- 


ther linen, ſilver ſpoons, or ſomething elſe of worth, 


which by negligent ſervants was not laid up ſafely; 
which trade he drove for ſome ſpace of time; by. rea- 
ſon of his childiſh years not in the leaſt ſuſpected, but 


the pitcher goes not ſo often to the well, but at length 


it comes broken home, in proceſs of time he was taken 
with the theft, and for the ſame was carried to Newgatcy 


where poor little Angel (peace be with him) he died in 


Priſon under the penance of a diſcipline which was ap- 
plied to him with a little too much rigour, N 
E 2 Our 
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Our whole family ſmarted in his puniſhment, my 
father ſighed, my mother ſobbed, and I wanted my 
part of thoſe dainty morſels which his theft furniſhed 
us with, for of him my father drove a pretty trade, 

Having thoſe who always furniſhed him, with ready mo. 
ney for whatſoever he brought, and indeed his loſs 
_ would have utterly diſconſolated my father but the great 
| Hopes that he had in me, who was now come to the 

fame age that my brother was of when he firſt . 
to exerciſe his gifts in the miſtery of thieving, and that 
I might tread the fame ſtep that my brother had done 
before me, my father (upon a certain day when my mo- 
ther and he and I were alone by ourſelves) began thus 
for to endoctrinate ne. Tg: 1b ao ac 
My fon (ſaid ſhe) the profeſſion of a thief is not of 
ie hae repute as the World gives it out conſidering 
what brave men have in former time exerciſed them- 
ſelves in this way: 1 have heard the Clerk of our Pa- 
riſh fay, who I affure you was a well read man, that 
" Robin Hood that famous thief was in his younger 
days. Earl of Huntington, and that Alexander the Great 
was no better than a thief in robbing other Princes 
of their Kingdoms and Crowns, (This it ſeems beſpake 


in vindication of the Sexton, who uſed to rob the dead corps 


of their ſheets and ſhirts, and thoſe other neceſſaries which 
they carried along with them in their voyage to Heavtn.)) | 
tell thee he who ſteals not knows how to live in this 
World, nay doth not almoſt cach thing in the World 
teach us for to ſteal? Do we not ſee youth ſteal upon 
infancy, manhood ſteal upon youth, and old age upon 
manhood, until at laſt death ſtealeth upon us undiſcern- 
ed, and bringeth us to our long homes; how doth ſum- 
mer ſteal upon ſpring? Autumn on Summer, and Win- 
ter on Autumn, until the whole year is ſtole out of 
fight, Pray what do rich Farmers and griping Cormo- 


rants, but ſteal when they exact in their prices of Corn, 


and grind the faces of the poor; and how can ſhop- 
1 5 V keepers 
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| keepers wipe off the aſperſion of theft from themſelves 


when they fell a commodity for twice the worth of it 


and thereby cozen the buyer; ſo that we ſee if things 


be rightly ſcanned, there be more thieves in the Wortd 
than only Taylors, Millers and Weavers ; and what T 
pray you makes Serjeants Bailiffs, and Catch-poles ſo 


envy us, and perſecute us as they do, but that one trade 


ſtill envies, and malignes another, and would by their 
codd wills fuffer no other thieves but themſelves ; this 
it is that makes them ſo double Ggligent in the ſurpriſal 
of us, though ſometimes our craft foreſtalls their ma- 
lice, as I ſhall inſtance to you in one memorable ex- 
ample. e | 5 
Myſelf and two of my Com̃rades had agreed to rob 
2 rich Uſurer, whoſe younger brother had vitiouſly 
waſted his Eſtate, was forced to take his brother's houſe 
for 2 ſanctuary, where he kept as cloſe as a ſnail ma 
ſhell, unleſs only at ſuch times when as he imagined 
the darkneſs of the night might ſhrewd him in obſcu- 
rity, he dreaded theſe ſhoulder clappers, Wäg ſtick 
cloſer to a man than a bur on his cloak, for being once 


got into their clutches, you may as ſoon wring Hercu's 


club out of his fiſt,. as get free from their fingers, and 
herein have thieves a great priviledge over debtors, for 
the moſt notorious thief that ever was, once in a months 
time he is carted out of Priſon, as others for ſmaller , 
matters are free from durance by following the cart, 
where a fellow with a cat of nine-tails doth play him 
ſuch a leſſon, as makes him to ſkip and mount for joy 
of his deliverance ; but with a poor debtor the 26 is 
far different, for being once in priſon, the beſt team of 
horſes that ever drew in a Waggon, cannot draw him 
out from thence without a ſilver hook. e 
But to ſpeak of that (ſome which more properly be- 
longs unto thee for I ſuppoſe thou wilt never attain to 
ſuch credit as for to be laid up in priſon for debt) by the 


help of a ſervant of the houſe, who went ſhapes with us 


- In 


—u— — — 


dur ſtay, ſo long that day began to approach, whereupon 


ſeconded by the other, that the Bailiffs were glad to let I tie 
VE ' with 


t 4.) 
in our prey, we got a falſe key made to the back door, 


whereby one night we attained an eaſy entrance, and 
loaded ourſelves to our hearts content; but in our re. 


turn one of our companions chanced. to ſneeze, and 


therewith brake wind ſo violently behind, that it awak- 


ed the old Uſurer, whoſe ſuſpicion of the leaſt noiſe pre- 


ſently cried out, Thieves, Thieves: Truſty Roger his man 
was very ready to riſe at firſt alarm, fearing that our 
diſcovery might prove prejudicial to. his liberty, and 
lighting a Candle pretended ta ſearch every hole in the 
houſe into which it waF poſſible for 2 mouſe to enter. In 
the mean time we lay cloſe, yet not unperceived by this 
falſe ſervant, who very formally told his maſter that all 
was ſafe and well, and that he might take his reſt with- 
out any fear; but the dread of his hearing us prolonged 


fearing more danger from without than from within, 
ve prepared for our departure, but having opened the 
door, we found that we had leaped out of the frying- 
pan into the fire, and by ſhunning Scylla were fallen in- 


to Charibdes, for four of theſe Catch-poles were waiting 


at the goor for the Uſurers Brother, having intelligence 
belike that he uſed to make the duſk morning, and 


dark evening, the two ſhrouds that carried him ſafely 
in and out to his Brother's houſe. Now I going out of | 
the door firſt, one of theſe robuſt fellows laid hands ü 


upon me, and taking me for the party they waited for, il te 


my companions endeavouring to reſcue me were ſeized t 


on by the other three Bailiffs, ſo that we ſeeing na long- ¶ te 


er hopes of eſcape, reſolved to cry Whore firſt, and 5, 


with full mouth cried out Thieves, Thieves; Truſiy Roger I de 
and the man that ſhould have been arreſted, hearing xy, 


this cry, took weapons in their hands and out of doors 
they came, where Roger ſoon perceiving how the buſi- 
neſs went, ah you Rogues, (ſaid he) do you come to rab iy 
Maſter; and thereupon laid ſo nimbly about him, being 


# 
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bs go to defend themſelves. Whilſt they were thus bu- 


fied in pelting each other, we flipped away with our 
prize, and to take a full revenge of thoſe Catch-poles, 
raiſed ſeveral neighbours, who were ſent to the appre- 
hending of the Bailiffs, whilſt we marched away in ſafe- 
ty, what became of them afterwards I do not know, 
only this I tell thee, to let thee ſee that there is not any 


danger whatſoever ſo great, but by wit and cunningneſs 
may be avoided. | 4 Al - | 
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Come abuſes of Chyrurgions, the knavery of T, apſterr, Oftlers, 
and Chamberlains, with a brief character of a drunken 


Ha. 


ILIJAVING now attained to about twelve years of 
age my Uncle began to inſtruct me ſomewhat in 
his art of Chyrurgery, intending when I had attained 
to ſome ſmall perfection therein, to ſend me to Sea, al- 
though my mind never ſtood that way, reſolving not 
to be ſtewed up in a wooden Cage, where there was but 
ſome few inches diſtance continually betwixt me and 
death. In this ſmall tract of time that I was thus em- 
ployed with my Uncle, I found out much cunningneſs 
in his art whereby to gain Money, for if it were but a 
prickt finger, he would make a great matter of it and 
tell you what danger you had been in if you had but 
ſtaid a minute longer, inſtancing how ſuch a one his pa- 
tient by only cutting of a Corn, and drawing blood is furned 
t» a Gangreen, which by bad handling of un/kilftd Uhyrurgt- 


ons, 


{het 


ons, growing worſe and worſe, they were, at laſt inforced 16 
ſend for bim, who in a fewv days made him perfectly found ; ; 


_ _ © that otherwiſe (he had not come to him) mt inevitably 
| have pert riſbed. | wr 
Now becauſe monied Cuſtomers were ſomething rare, 


when they did come we made both their bodies and 
purſes ſmart for it, lengthening out the healing of their 
wounds, the Kher to wiredray their — © wy Indeed 
- we were not ſo much beholding to the Wars, as we 
were to the Stews, unleſs ſometimes a Tavern quarrel 
brought us a Patient; but then what a brave incitement 
wie had to make him part with his money, telling him 


he might recover that and ten times more of his Ad- 


verſary, that we would be witneſs for him, and if he 
had not met with a fkilful Chyrurgeon, it would have 
coſt him his lite ; which as perhaps-it was but a little 
ſcratch, his block-head being £06 hard for to receive 
any deep wound. 

One ſtory of the Patient 1 ſhall relate, not * much 
to ſhew the rarity of his cure, but the malice of a Wor 

man which COOL his hurt. | 

I be fellow by his profeſſion was a Plaiſterer, who 
bad a moſt daranable ſcold to his Wife, that; uſed to 
fetch him from the Ale-houſe with a Horſe-pox, one 
night coming home three quarters drunk, ſhe acted the 
part of Zantippe and made the houſe to ring with her 
ſcolding, this Muſic was ſo untunable in her Huſband's 
ear, that getting a Cudgel in his hands, he fell to bela- 
bouring her as Seamen 95 ſock-iiſh, unt. he made her 
to aſk him forgiveneſs, and promiſing him never to 
ſcold ſo again: having thus as he thought got an ab- 
ſolute conqueſt over her N he went quietly to bed, 
where he ſlept ſoundly whilit the lay awake ſtudying of 
miſchief. In the morning before — awaked ſhe examin- 
ed his pockets tor money (the common tricks of a great 
many Women) but found nothing in them, fave only 


ſome lath nails, theſe ſhe did take and ſet upright all 


about 
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: about the Chamber, which done ſhe g gets A pail 2 was ; 


ter in her hands, and calling a loud; CoA him to 


riſe, which he refuſed to do, ſhe throws: the pail of wa- 


ter upon the bed, this ſo vexed him that ſtarting ſud- 


| denly up, he went to run after her, when his naked 
feet lighting upon the lath-nails, "Tis was forced to ſlacken 


his pace, being fo mortified with them, that for three 
quarters of a yur afterwards he lay under my Uncle 3 


bands. 


_ Bur 46 returid , 
the trade, when my Uncle one day walking down to 


Mapping, provided me a Maſter to go to Sea, which (as 


told you before) I was fully reſolved againſt, and there- 
fore very peremptorily I told him that I would not go, 
which ſo incenfed him that he vowed that I ſhould not 
ſay any longer in his houſe; I was the leſs troubled at 
his words, becauſe the day before I had heard of a Tap- 


ſter in an Inn not far off that wanted a Boy; I profer- 


ed my ſervice unto him, which he as readily accepted, 
and che ſame night was I entertained in the Houſe, he 
having heard the cauſe of my departure from my Un- | 
cle, for which he rather blamed him than me. 

Now was Tin my Kingdom having ſtore of company, 


and my fill of ſtrong drink, which two things I dearly 
loved. Tapplied myſelf to my calling very diligently, 


and ſoon EPs 0e cry Anon, anon Sir, and by and by, 
with as much alacrity as the beſt Tapſter's Boy in 
Chriſtendom. My, Maſter taught me how to nick the 
Cans, and froth the'Jugs and with the crotched chalk 
to ſcore up two flaggons for one, and I quickly found 

the way when Company was drinking to take away * 


flaggons before they were half empty, and full Tobac- 
co-pipes amongſt the foul ones. When Company firſt 


came in, I always obſerved to bring them the beſt Li- 


quor, but when they were half drunk, then that which 
run on Tilt, or the dropings of the Tap ſhould ferve 
their turn; if they found fault, I would take it away 
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to change it, 1 nevertheleſs they ſhould br ture to 
pay for it, as if they had drunk 2 

One thing I obſerved of my Maſter; that if the 
reckoning once came to be above three ſhillings, he 
would be ſure to bring in ſix- pence or eight · pence more 
than it was, then when the Company were going away 
he would ſay, Nay ay Gentlemen and tale my half dozen 
before you go, which moſt commonly produced another 
reckoning, the Gentlemen knowing not how to retalli- 
ate his kindneſs without doing ſo, by this means get- 
ting their money with thanks to boat. If Gentlemen 
brought Tobacco of their own, we would fay it ſtunk, 
were it never ſo good, and feigning a Cough as if half 
ſtifled, crying out, Who is it that takes of his flinking 
feuff? this is enough to ſuffocate the Devil. Which would 
make ſome Gentlemen to throw away their pipes and 
ſay , Pox on this Grocer he hath cheated me damnably, come 
give us three pipes of your Tobacco, which when they have 
had they would commend for ſuper- excellent although 
perhaps twelve-pence in the pound worſe than his own, 
by which may be proved that Tobacco is ing elſe 
but a meer fancy. 

I ſeeing my maſter cozen Gentlemen ſo frequently 
thought with myſelf that I might cozen them alſo, or at 
leaſt cozen my maſter who ſo often cozened others, be- 
ing wai * thereto by that of the Poet. 


Cozen the Concnor, commonly they be 
Profain, lei thc IF on 2 ſnare their ruin be. 


And therefore when he was out of the way, to the 
" reckoning, 1 would add a groat, ſix- pence, or a ſhilling, 
according as it was in bigneſs, which yet I would. alto 
ſcore up, left if he came in the way beforc it was paid 
and ſhould tell the icore, I might be miſtruſted ; pet p 

received the money before he came, then the ov erplu 
rg. 
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ent into my pocket, which could not be diſcovered 


when the chalk was wiped out. | 

In Summer, when people drank in — if - my 
Maſter were in company (as oft- times he was invited by 
Gueſts to drink with them) we had a can with a falſe 
bottom that held not above a quarter of a pint, 


which in the delivery of them I always fo ordered as 


that Can came to his hands, which he would drink off 
leiſurely, and then turning the bottom upwards, it paſt 
undiſcerned, ſaving thereby much beer in a day — 
himſelf ſober to drink-in other companies, 

In Winter for mornwg's draughts we furniſhed our 


Gueſts with Graveſend Toaſts, which is bread toaſted 


over night, our plenty of Gueſts not permitting us to 
do it in the morning; if we put any of them into 


drink before our | Gueſts (as ſometimes we were forced 


to do) we would be ſure to warm the beer before hand, 


and in putting in the toaſt N fz, ane it were as 


cold as a ſtons. 
But my Maſter and I were not all the cozeners s that 


belonged to the Inn, the Oftler claimed as great a ſhare 


in that miſtery as we. His chief cunning conſiſted in 


tallowing horſes teeth that they ſhould not eat any hay, 
or when a Gentleman gave his horſe oats: no ſooner Mas 


his back turned, but he would ſteal them away, telling 


the Gentleman, his horſe muſt needs travel wall he coat jo 


quick at his meat. If a Gentleman's ſaddle were any 


thing torn he would be ſure to make it fo bad, that he 


could not ride no further without it being mended, as 
alſo to ſpoil the horſes ſhoes, that he muſt be forced to 


have new ones, for which he had penſions from the Sad- 
ler and the Smith. | f 


Nor muſt I here forget the Chamberlain, who. det 
ed to be ranked with the foremaſt for Roguery; he 


was a fly thief, and uſed ta cheat Gueſts with foul ſheets, 
pretending them to be clean, when as they had been 
Hain in three or four times, and then a little water ſtraw- 
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ed on them, andfolded up and preſt; inde * ſeem 


as if new waſhed. He was a very diligent obſerver of 
Gentlemen's Cloak-bags, whether they had good ſilver 


linings in them or no which if he found to be ponde 


rous, his next care was to (enquire; what Countrymen 


they were, which way they travelled, and they like, 


which having found, he gave intelligen ge accordingly 
to a gang o " bighwaymen, , with whom he Was in con. 


ſtant pay. 

Theſe were che Servants that bn ed bo. ER Ion, 
ſuch a parcel of Canary: birds as well > XY a to look 
through a Hempen Caſement at the three corner'd Te- 
nement in the highway betwixt London and Paddington. 
Were not thoſe Gueſts well bleſt think ye, which hap- 
ned in ſuch a place where none but knaves, thieves; and 
cheats were their attendants? Now you cannot but ima- 
gine that the Maſter of 
of his place, I fhall therefore only give you a brief cha- 
racter of the Hoſt himſelf, and ſo proceed. on in my 
dicourſe. : + 

He ſeemed by his bulk to be of the race + the old 
Giants, and though his belly were not ſo big as the tun 
at Heidleburgh, yet a flaggon of therein ſeemed no 
-more t man in Fauls, | He commanded with as 
much imperiouſneſs, as if he were the great Cham of 
Tartaria, and had an excellent faculty to ſtrut along the 
ſtreets with the top of his ſtaff bobing againſt his lips, 
he could call the young Wenches Whores with a good 
grace; and when he took Tobacco, his mouth vented 


imoak like the funnel of a Chimney. He much blam- 


ed the Engliſh for affecting to drink Wine preferring 
beer and ale before all Foreign Liquors whatſoever. To 
ſhow his loving nature he would drink with all compa; 
nies, and would toſs off a Can with celerity and dexte- 
rity, He would not be jealous, though he ſaw another 


man kiſs his Wife, knowing ſuch her familiarity to be 


the greateſt load-ſtone that attracted Gueſts to his houſe, 
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ſuch Servants was well worthy 
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in fum his forenoons work was to ſcoop in | beer EO the 
Quart, and the molt. part of the afternoon to n in 
fleeping. ' 
eons this houſe I waſted. away my time nigh three quar- 
ters of a year, but then a {ad accident befell my maſter, 
which-left me again to ſhift for myſelf, he had belike 
been dabling in private with Prudence, one of ths maids 
| belonging to the houſe, I know not what the buſineſs 
| was, but ſhe looked ſo bigly on him that he could not 
endure her ſight, and therefore to avoid it, he private- 
5 ly put off his Cellar to another, and having received his 
money, marched off incognito, leaving me to the wide 
| world ; for this new Tapfter having a boy of his . 
nde me Ly 0 Wie for maplelt, | 7 
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The be Coke, i of. the Spirit in the Battery, he 
_ ſteals. a . filver bow!, — Cozenages of Aftrologers, the 
death of his Father being killed in a drunken brangling, 
the abuſes. of Nurſcs, and keepers of fick people, his 
Maſter dieth, the knavery of his Executor both in his 
Trade and Office, * en with a ene the knavery 
m that trade, 7 
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ONG 1 was not without a \ Maſter, being entertained 
A into a Cook's ſervice, of which I . rejoiced not a 
-- | little, being in good hope however the Word went, 
r | that I ſhould not be ftarved in a Cook's ſhop, one ex- 
de traordinary priviledge I had by living in this ſervice, 
2, | for if the old Proverb be true, that the nearer the * 
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the tn the fleſh, then I always eat of the ſweeteſt - 
diet, my diet being to pick the bones that came off the 
Gentlemen's Tables. During the time that I lived here, 


although Thad been a young wench, I ſhould not needed 

to have feared being troubled with the Green ſickneſs, 
running up and down ſtairs ſo many ſcore times in a 
day would have cured me of that malady, thoſe that 
had ſeen my nimbleneſs would have abſolutely judged 


that my ſhoes were made of Cork, I was as light heeled 
as the who had made her huſband à Cuckold ſeven and 
twenty times over, My Maſter drove a great trade, not 
only in boiled meat and roaſt meat, but alſo in baking 
ſmall pies, which the Women cryed up and down the 


ſtreets for him. Every Friday I obſerved we had brought 
2 Porter's baſket full of pieces of raw meat, which 
though me thought ſmelt very unſavory, yet were they 
made uſe of, ſome minced, others peppered and falted, 
and put into pies, e'er the Week went about they al 


marched off, I wondered a great while from whence 


this meat came, at laſt I was informed by one of the 
Apprentices, that it was ſuch pieces ag were cut off the 
ſtinking raw hides, that were brought into Leaden-hall, 
to fell there on Fridays; bleſs me thought I, what deceit 
is here! then did I think on the old Proverb, that the 
blind eats — 2 a fly. No marvel that ſickneſſes are ſo 
rife fince ſuch unwholſome food muſt needs introduce 
them. Now becauſe thoſe pieces of meat were lean and 
dry, they uſed to mix with them ſuch fat pieces of meat 
as Gentlemen left, adding thereto ſome dripping, and 
ſuch like ſtuff, which altogether made a gallant | Hodg- 
pods for hungry ſtomachs. 

To roaſt meat twice over is ſo commonly uſed among 
moſt Cooks, that I think I ſhall not need to mention 
this as a rarity in my Maſter; and yet would not that, 


nor what I mentioned before, nor his buying of Carrion 
ſuch meat as would have died alone had it not been kil- 


led, being diſeaſed or maimed, and felling it for good: | 
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all this a fav) would not do, notwithſtanding all Hs 
great pains, but ſtill he went backwards in the World, 
which puts me in mind of a ſtory that I have heard ſome | 
while ago, concerning an evil ſpirit that haunts the- 
houſes of ſuch perſons who ufe unconſcionable ways 
whereby to grow rich, which though it be nothing as 
concerning my life, yet I think it not amiſs to relate the 
ſame, as being not altogether 1 impertinent to our pur- 

. : | 
/ In the city of Briſtol (a place which may compare 
with the choiceſt of England for the fairneſs of the 
buildings, and richneſs of trading) within the memory 
of our Fathers, there lived a young man named Fran- 
c4/co, who although an apprentice to a Baker, yet when 
his time came out ſet up the trade of a Cook. This young 
man was very deſirous to gain a great eſtate quickly, 
and ſo impatient he was of being rich on a ſudden;that 
he reſolved to leave no means unattempted which ſhould 
lie in his way whereby he might effect his defire, for fo 
he might gain, he ſtood not upon what means whereby 
he might do it, bad infected meat he fold for good, 
nickt his Cans, ftoth his Jugs, ſcored up two flaggons 
tor one, yea what not? but all his endeavours arrived 
not to that height which he expected; for notwithſtand- 
he went forward in Trading, do what he could he went 
backwards in thriving. This Franciſco had a Prieſt ti 
his Uncle, that lived about ſome 20 miles of him, who 
had beſtowed ſome ſmall matter on him when his time 
came out whereby to fet him up, and two years being 
expired he repaired to his Nephew to ſee how fortune 
had favoured him, and whether he had made any im- 
provement of the little he had given him. 

The Nephew entertained him kindly, and feaſted him 
royally, but when his Uncle aſked him how the World 
went with him, he could not chuſe but ſigh telling him 
what endeavours he had uſed whereby to increaſe his 


eſtate, but all * fruitleſs. Ah Couſin (ſaid the 


old 


6386 


did man) cbme along with me and I will ſhew you the 


thief that runs away with all your gains, and thereupon 
taking him by the hand he led him into the Cellar, where 


when they were come, they beheld a big fellow with a* 


unch like a tun, his eyes ſtruting out with fatneſs, 
| his thighs Hike to mill-poſts fo unwieldy that he could 
har 


dly go: there they ſaw him gurmandizing on the 
cold meat that was left, devouring more in a minute 


than ſix hungry Ploughmen could do in half an hour: 
after he had ſo eaten, he takes a flaggon in his hand, and 


of the beſt beer, ſwallows: down five or fix of them 


full one after another, which being done he vaniſhed 


away : this Couſin (ſaid the Prieſt) is the Spirit of the 
Buttery, who ſo long as you uſe unconſcionable ways 


by cheating of people, hath power over what you have, 
which he will o inviſibly devour, that do what you 


can for the gaining of an eſtate, it is but all in vain; 


and therefore if you intend to thrive, you muſt take a 


clean contrary courſe to what you have done, and by 
dealing honeſtly, there is no queſtion but a bleſſing wilt 


follow upon your endeavours. | 325 
_ The young man promiſed very faithfully? to do ac- 
cording to his Uncle's directions, who thereupon re- 
turned home again: accordingly when his Uncle was 
gone, he began to work a thorough reformation, bought 
of the beſt meat, ſold good penny-worths, filled his 
flaggons, ſcored right, and dealt juſtly in all his acting, 
doing this, he quickly begins to thrive in the World, 
grows rich, purchaſes houſes and land, and hath a great 
ſtock by him beſides; in fo much that his wealth being 
taken notice of, he was ſoon after choſen one of the 
Aldermen of the City. His Uncle afterwards comes 
again to viſit .him, to whom he relates his change of 
condition, and how God had bleſſed him with a plenti- 
ful Eſtate, Now Couſin (faid the old Prieſt) let us 
gagain viſit your Cellar; when they came there, they 
_  behelda thin, lean, meager-iaced fellow, one that ſeemed 
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more like an Anatomy than a man; his ribs appeared 


through his Cloths, his eyes were ſank into his head, 
his cheeks looked like to ſhriyeld parchment and his 

legs (which were no bigger than cat- ſticks that boys uſe 
at trap-ball) were ſo weak as would hardly ſupport his 
body. He went to a platter of cold meat, but had not 
ſtrength enough to lift it up to his head; afterwards he 
aſſayed to draw ſome beer, but could not pull the tap 
out of the faſſet, ſo that ſeeing his endeavours were in 
vain, with a deep ſigh he vaniſhed away. New Nephew 
(ſaid the old prieſt) you may plainly perceive what it 
was that hindered you from thriving before, and there- 


fore now ſince you are throughly inſtructed whereby to 


be rich, I ſhall take my leave of you, wiſhing with all 
my heart that all your profeſſion would leave off their 
cheating and cozening tricks, and take the ſame courſe 
of life whereby to thrive as you have done. Wl. 

Now, faid he, what think you of this diſgourſe ? is 
this quite beſides the matter or no? (quothT) I think 
it is very pertinent to the purpoſe, and I with all tradei- 
men would follow the example, for when they have 
done all they can; they will find in the end that honeſ- 
ty is the beſt policy, and to deal juſtly the highway t& 


grow rich : the beſt bed- fellow to ſleep with is a good : 


conſcience, and well doing (were there no reward for 
it in the world to come) yet were it a ſufficient recom- 

ence in itſelf. But leaving this diſcourſe, as that which 
is rather to be wiſhed for, than aſcertained to be prac- 
tiſed in this evil age of ours, let me entreat you to pro- 
ceed in the diſcourſe of your life, as a thing which 1 


much deſire to hear. 


That ſhall I gladly do, ſaid he. Know then that after 
I had been at this Cooks ſome {mall ſpace of time, my 
Father returned home from being a Soldier, in that 
Voyage he was preſt out as I told you of before, now 
though he did not go out full, ne returned home more 
empty than he went out; without cloaths, and with- 
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gut money to buy any, and which was worſt fo pinched 
with hunger, that he looked like a ſcare- crow, or one 
newly riſen from the dead. It grieved my heart to ſee 
him in this condition, but how to remedy it did not 


know; ſome little money I had which was left of that | 


I fnipt in the Tapſters ſervice, which I very freely be- 
ſtowed upon him, but alas that was gone as ſoon almoſt 
as received, and 1 having no more to ſupply him, he 
- aſke&me if we had no Plate, that went about the houſe? 
1 told him we had; then (faid he) to furniſh me, you 
mult at ſuch a time as your houſe is full of gueſts upon 
their going away, convey a filver bowl into a facred 
place, which you may afterwards deliver for me to one 
whom] will fend for that purpoſe, for I will not come 
to your houſe myſelf, becauſe there ſhalt be no ſuſpicion 
of me: I promiſed him to do as he bid me, appointing 
him the time when he ſhould ſend the man, which was 
the next day; accordingly he came and I delivered him 
a large ſilver bowl, which he carried cleverly away. A: 
night my Maſter came to lock up his. Plate, the beſt· bowl 
was miſling, which put all the houfe into diſorder; my 
laſter ſwore, my Miſtrefs ſcolded, the Servants orumb- 
led, but who to blame not any one could tell; only 
the maid {ud ſhe faw-it in my hand that afternoon for 
which Þ[ wiſhed her tongue out, but ſtoutly denied that 
had ſeen it that day: indeed my Naſter had a great 
conceit of my honetty os elſe her brawiing might have 
|. diſcovered me, for had they charged me with 1 it ſtrong; 
1 ly, I ſhould not have had the impudence to have ſ:00d 
out in the denial of it, having that within me which 
ſtrongly checked me for ſo doing it, But after tome 
mall inquifition about it, it was generally agreed that 
fſome of the Gueſts had ſtolen it away; then next was 
inquiry made hat ſeveral companics we had that day, 
and which of them us the moſt to be ſuſpected; but 
the more iney though, the worſe they were ſatisſicd 
not one appearing more Probable than another. thers- 
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fore it was agreed bog: 'H general conſent, that the next | 
morning the maid and I ſhould go to a cunning Agreole- 
ger about it, one who was cried up for art to be little 
inferior to Friar Bacon, tor though he could not make 
a brazen head to+ſpeak, yet he had ſuch a brazen face 
of his own, as could out face the Devil himſelf for lying. 

I was not afraid to go, though I knew my own guilt, 
becauſe I always judged that Art to be a meer cheat, and 
though they — their nets very plauſibly to take the 
people ; ; yet the feldom catch any but owls and wood- 
cocks. Knocking at the door Matter Afrologer came 
out unto us 16 wrapt upan. his purple Gown that you 
could ſcarcely ſee e' er an honeſt limb of him; he had 
on his head a black cap with a white-one under it, which 
was turned up ſome part over the black one, that it 
looked like a black Jack tipt with ſilver. After we had 
diſcovered our bufineſs unto him, he told us the price 
of his Art was a ſhilling whether he found out the 
] BW thief or no; we knew it was in vain for us to contend 
y vichk him, and therefore we very freely gave it him, by 
. which he found that the ſtars were very auſpicious to 
„ him in that hour, or elſe (for ought I know he might 
r have gone without his mornings draught. When he 
it had received our mor y he very formally ſet himſelf 
at down in a chair, having a piece of white-paper before 
e | him, and then taking a pen in his hand, he made there- 
o. on ſeveral Triangles and Quadrangles, with Other 
5d Crotchets and himſies, which he called the twelve 
ch Houſes. Jupiter /aid he being Lord of the Aſcendent, fig- 
ne /e good luck for the gaining your Cup again, did not Mars 
at inter poſe with an evil aſpect towards Mercury. Now Venus 
as ALeing on the fiery Trigon denotes the party that had it lives ci- 
V, ther Eaſt or Weſt ; and Saturn being Retrograde, and in 
ut e Cuſp of Taurus, it mu iz be that it is hidden under ground 
cd viecher North or South. 
re Then aſked he us if there were not a 8 hair'd man 
re Nbere that day * we told him no, nor 2 black hair'd mas 
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neither ſaid he? we ſtill anſwered no; nor was there 
not (ſaid he) a brown hair'd man there with grey cloaths, 
not very tall, nor very low? we told him yes; then 
aſked he us if we knew him or no; we anſwered no. 
The Sun ſaid he being ill poſited in the eleventh Houſe, and 
Mercury in Trine with Virgo, it was without all dqubt a 
brown haired man that had your bowl. Then aſked I him 
if it might not be a Woman as well as a man; this 
put him ſomething to his trumps, but when the maid 
{ad that could not be, for there was never a ſtrange 
Woman there all that day, he grew bold and anſwered 
no; for Venus ſaid he bring wweat in reception with Gemini, 
and the Moon in her detriment, both Feminine Planets, docs | 
- plainly tell that it was a man, and one betwixt forty and jifiy WW 
years of age, Upon my lite faid the Maid, I ſaw the 
party that had it, he was a curled pated fellow, with a ; 
whitiſh cloak and a {ad coloured ſuit, about 30 years of i 
gage, he dined-in the half Moon, and had fſix-penny 
worth of roaſt beef to his dinner, but if ever I ſee the 0 
Rogue again, I will teach him to ſteal bowls with a pox IF 1 
to him. I could not chuſe but laugh to myſelt at the. 
Weaches confidence, and the cheat of the Aſtrologer, I 
v 
f 


and to think how poor filly people are cozened by theſe 
Jugling Artiſts, for no better t m can I give them as 
believing no truth at all in their prodictions; for let IU fi 
me aſk them this queſtion, whether the Stars do com- h 
pel or only encline ? if they fay they compel, they ſpeak t 
little leſs than blaſphemy, by aſcribing too much to na- it 
ture, and derogating from the deity. If the only en- I & 
 cline, then what ſure ground work can there be for I a 
what they ſay, when their conjectures are but only pro- fi 
bable? And for their Doctrine of -ngtivities that if a I 0; 
man be born under ſuch a Planet, his deſtiny will be to n 
and ſo, and he will come to fuch an end; we ſee oft- al 
times that in a battle a cannon ball kills five or ſix at I he 
one inſtant, who no doubt were born under ſeveral Pla- pi 
nets, and yet come all to one fate; or if they ſay it is m 
. e poſſible 
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poſlilye 657 many might be born. unger one and the ſelf 


ſame Planet and aſpects; yet let me go further with 


mem; we have known battles at Sea, when by an un- 
happy ſhot a ſhip hath ſunk in an inſtant, with fix or 
ſeven hundred men in her, who have all been drowned 
in the deep. Will they ſay theſe were all born under 

one Planet? verily if they ſhould fo fay, I ſhould not 
believe them, therefore I may jay of our Aſtrologers as 
Cato ſaid of the Aruſpices of Rome. in his time, that ge 
wondered how one of them could forbear to laugh, 
hen he met with any of his fellows, to fee how they 


deceived men, and made 2 great number of fimple ones 
in the City. But | tire your patience with this digreſ- 
hon, for I expect not my words will work any reforma- 


tion in them ſceing chey may lay with Demz?trigs in the 


Acts of the Apoſtles that by this Craft they get cheir 


Wealth. 
To return therefore where we left; having taken leave 


of the Aſtrologer, away we went home again, fr aught 


with a ſackful of news togtell our N Lifter, No ſooner 
were we in doors, but the maid ſet her clack a going; 
Maſter (ſaid ſhe) the Cunning man hath told us exactiy 
who jt was that ſtole your bowl, he hath deferibed him 
fully from top to toe, not fo much as his very ſhoe 


ſtrings, but he told us of what colour they were of, 


his hat, hair, beard, doublet, breeches, hoſe, not one 
thing Be had he omitted, I ſerved the Rogue that ſtole 


it with roaſt- beef myſelf, the Devil choak him with it, 


for I think ſilver will not, but if he ever comes here 
again or that I meet him in the ſtr eets, I'll ſerve him 
ſuch a trick as ſhall make him wiſh he had never drank 
ont of any thing in his life but a wooden diſh, I ſaid 
nothing all this while, and though I knew ſhe lied mot 
abominably in what the Aſtrologer aid, yet I confirmed 


her ſpeeches, hoping this would for ever take away ſuſ. 
picion from me of being culpable, only I thought with 


My ſelf, if that party me imagined to have it ſhould 
come 
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come again to the Houſe, what a coil ſhe would make 


with him ; but whether {he forgot his phyſiognomy, or 


that the man never came there again, I never after that 
heard any more of the matter, 
In the mean time my father had diſpoſed of the pur- 


chaſed prize, bought him an old ſuit with ſome part of 


the money, and ranted it in the Ale-houſe with the reſt 
af it, for what is thus gotten over the Devil's back, is 


for the moſt part ſpent under his belly. At laſt his lin. 
ful life had a Pragical concluſion, for one of his Com- 


rades and he being fudling together they chanced to 


Fall out, and from Words proceeded to blows, where 


Father received fuch a knock on his pate with 2 
flaggon, that though it killed him not out-right, yet he 


furvived not long after making his end anfwexable to 


| his life: for as he led a troubleſome life all the days he 
lived, ſo he put the Pariſh to ſome trouble at his death, 
who were forced to be at the charge of burying him. 


| was the leſs grieved for the death of my Father, 


knowing that if ke had lived he would have brought 


me to the Gallows for he would have been always in 


Want, and urging me to ſupply him, which I could 
not do an y other Ways than by theft; but that now he 


was dead I reſolved quite to give over the practice of 1 it, 


for fear in the end, it ſhould bring me to look through 
2 hemden caſement. And now I bent all my en deavours 
0 pleate my Maſter, knowing I had few friends to rely 
upon; { was up with the lirſt, and down with the laſt, 
and refuſed no Work I was ſet unto, and I found the 
beneſit of my diligence at laſt, for it pleated God to vi- 
ſit our family with the Peſtilence, which in a Weeks 
fpace, ſwept away all the whole Houſhold but my 
Maſter and I. In this Weeks time I obſerved the abuſes 
and cheats of Nurfes and Keepers, ſuch who look to 
people that are viſited with ficknefs. 

Tuo of thefe Jades we had in our houſe, who Sha 


y AMiſtrets lay diſtracted with the diſtemper, took —_ 
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| ter 1 —_ alen her Trunks, from whence they 


took a full purſe of Money, moſt of it Gold, which ſhe 


had gathered unknown to my Maſter, intending to 
keep it for her further need, (or as we ſay) againſt a 


rainy day. Thus theſe Jades conveyed away together, 


with a great deal of the beſt linen in the houſe, Which 
was done by the help of the Watchman who guarded 
the door, who was Son-in-law, to one of the Queans; 


and now that my Maſter might not diſcover their theft, 
they ſent her of an errant to her long home, by giving 


her drinks and other flops, quite contrary to what the 
Phyſicians preſcribed, by the fame way they diſpatched 
the! Maid, and the Prentices, with a little Girl, 'the only 
child my Maſter had ; and now was none remaining but 
my Maſter and I, whom they intended ſhould have fol- 
lowed after the reſt, then they might have plundered 
without controul, but J. ſeeing how ſoon my fellows 
were gone, and obſerving that they all died preſently 
after they had received any of their flops, would have 
nothing to do with them, perſuading my Maiter to do- 
the like, affirming it even before their faces, that they 
were they perſons that had killed my Miſtreſs and the 
reſt, and would if let alone, make a hand of us too. 
But theſe impudent Jades hearing me begin to diicover 


their villanies, would have perſuaded my Maſter that F 


alſo was infected, and that it had already taken my 
brain, which cauſed me to talk fo idly, and ſo began to 
ſeize upon me, intending to have tied me into a bed, 
which if they had done 1 ſhould never have come out 
of it alive, but my Maſter interpoſing bid them let me 
gone, for he himſelf was of the ſame mind with me. 

Theſe bold Queans hearing him ſay ſo, one of them 


flew at him, you old dotard faid ſhe, «do you begin to 


talk idly too, we muſt tame you faith, and ſo attempted 


to pull him down, whilſt the other was buſy with me: 


my Maſter and I ftruggling with them what we could*: 
but perceiving them to be too hard for us (for theꝶ 
5 were“ 
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_ were two ſtout Maſtit ( 


co) 


Means) we got to the Wirdow 
and cried as loud as we could, and "ther eby gathered a 


great many people together to know what was the mat- 
related the great danger we were in 
of being murdered by the two Women that were with 
us, defiring by all means, that we might be rid of 


ter, to wliom we 


them, they being the greateſt plague we were infected 
with at the preſent, and whom we dreaded as much as 
death itſelf : Amongſt others that came (alarmed by 


this out-cry) was a Shoemaker that lived not far off 


who was near of kin to my Maſter, and thought him- 
ſelf no mean fellow, he being at that time Overſeer of 
the Poor, this man kept a great buſtle, commanding: 
the door to be broken open, which being done with a5 
much imperiouſnefs as a Country Juſtice domineers over 
a hedge- breaker, he commands the two Women to de- 
part out of the houſe, which they (being conſcious of 
a ſelf guilt) accordingly did to the no little joy of my 
Maſter and me, who feared we ſhould have periſhed 
under their mercileſs hands. 

Being rid of theſe two Harpyes, I was more than 
double diligent towards my Matter, well hoping that 
Death with his beeſcm would ſweep him away alſo, 
which I judged the rather would come to paſs, becauſe 
the thread of his life was ſpun out to a far greater length 

an mine, not at all conſidering, that the Peſtilence 
makes no difference betwixt age, and youth; or if it 


doth, ſooner ſeizes upon youth than age, as having 


more matter to work upon. But I was ſo corifident 

that my Maſter would die, and that 1 ſhould live, that 
] would rather perform all oilices towards him, than to 
adnlt of a partner to plunder the houſe with me when 
he was dead. Bus three days being paſſed, and no alter- 
ation at all, and therefore ! began to caſt my Wits about 
and conſider with myſelf, what I h#d beſt to do; now 
1 knew conceat would do much with him, and therefore 


I ek begun 10 tell him that he looked very ill as of a 
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ed had been racked up 
Next (ſaid he) for the good and faithful ſervices he hat 
done me, I bequeath to my Boy Gregory (for that 1s 


4 


ſudden aſking if he felt no alteration in his body; 


which at firſt * ſaid, no; but afterwards upon my per- 
| ew con- 
ceited that he was ſo indeed, in ſo much, that at laſt I 


ſuations that he nd N be ſick, he ſoon 


told him, that he had the perfect ſymptoms of a dying 


man upon him ; thoſe Words ſtruck him to the very 


heart, that without further delay he went to the Win- 
dow, called for a Porter, and ſent him to the Shoemaker 
I ſpake of before, to come to him preſently, and bring 
a Scrivener along with him. I aſked him what he would 


do with a Scrivener, but when he- told me it was to 


make his Will, I was ready to fwoon, fearing he would 
take an inventory of. his Goods alſo, and ſo hinder my 
pilfering when he was dead, for I was now fully minded 
to thieve from him what 1 could, notwithſtanding my 


reſolution but a little before to 3 it off, I feared to 


be known for ſtealing the ſilver bowl ; ſo hard it is for 


thoſe that are principled in wickedneſs, to leave off that 


vice they have been accuſtomed unto; however I praiſed 


him for his care therein, that he would ſettle his mind 


as to outward affairs, that they might be no hindrance 


to his more pious thoughts, which now ſhould be bent 


altogether towards Heaven. 

Scarce had I made an end of praiſing his good inten- 
tions, but ths Shoemaker and Scrivener were come, to 
whom out of the Window he declared his mind for the 
diſpoſing of his eſtate, Firſt, he commended his Soul 
unto Heaven, and his Body to the Earth, which I wiſh- 
in it, before the Scrivener came. 


my name) the ſum of twenty pounds, whereof ten 
pounds to be beſtowed on him for Schooling, the other 
ten pounds to buy him Cloaths, and put him out to 
Apprentice to ſome Handicraft Trade. I hearing my 
Maſter to ſay this, could not but reflect upon my mon- 
ſtrous Ingratitude that I ſhould go to kill him that was 
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fo kind to me, and had ſo much care for my future live- 
Iy hood, but covetouſneſs, cancels all obligations, and 
therefore is well termed the Spring head of all ungod- 
lineſs. Next (ſaid he) I bequeath to the poor of the 
Partſh wherein I live, the fum of five pounds, three 
pounds thereof to be laid out on Cloaths for them, to 
make them apparel and beſtowed on fuch as my Execu- ' 
tor ſhall ſee moſt needful, and the other forty fhillings 
to be laid out in bread for them, and to be diſtributed 
the next four Sundays after my deceaſe, each Sunday 
* alike till it be out. The reſt of his eſtate he gave to 
the Shoemaker, whom he made his full and ſole Execu- 
tor, giving him a great charge to be careful on me, and 
ſo having ſubſcribed, and ſealed it, he betook him to 
his bed, as prepared to die, and free-leave he had to go, 
both of me and the Shoemaker alſo: | | 
- To haften him the more, I perſuaded him to ſweat, 
which he was willing to do, ſo I covered him with as 
many Clo. eis, as he was able to bear, and being in a 
violent ſwear, he called for ſome ſtrong Waters; where- 
upon I went to the Pump and filled him a pint of ſuch 
 fober liquor as that yielded, and brought it to him; 
which heving taited, he aſked me what I had brought 
Him? I told him it was exceeding good White Anniſeed, 
he faid, it taſted like fair Water; I told him, that was 
only the badneſs of his Pallet which could not diſtinguiſh 
any thing; truly (faid he) it taſteth. ſo ſmall, that I 
think you may leave out the word Anniſeed, and call 
it only white Water. Yet notwithſtanding this he found 


tach fault, his parching thirſt cauſed him to drink it all 


off, Which gave ſuch a ſudden chill to his blood, that 
what with that and ſome other ſtops that I gave him, 
in three days time he turned up his heels and died. 
No ſooner was his breath out of his body, but I be- 
gan to put into execution what before -I had intended, 
and firſt I examined his pockets, wherein I found the 
ſum of fourteen ſhillings and nine-pence; eleven * 
whereot |. 


(640 


whereof I took, leaving ſome, that I might not be ſuf 
pected to have taken any, but this was nothing to what 
I thought to find in his Trunk, which I opened with an 
expectation to have mine eyes bleſt with the fight of 
ſtore of white and yellow pieces, but the clouds drop- 


ped no ſuch rain, the Trunk courted not me as Jupiter 


did Diana with a Golden ſhower; ſome Plate, Bonds, 
and other Writings was in it, but no money. This was 
a ſhrewd cooling card to my high hopes; which pro- 
miſed me Mountains and performed not mole-hills; for 
as for the Plate, the Executor knew of each piece in the 
houſe, and Bills and Bonds ſignified no more to me, 


than meat to an hungry man Which he might ſee and 


not come at; wherefore ſeeing it Would be no better, I 


armed myſelf with patience, conſidering I had not loſt 


by his death, he having given me twenty pounds for 


the bringing me up to ſome learning and putting me out 


Apprentice, by which I hoped to be ſufficiently able to 


liye in the world; and therefore having ſecured the ele- 


ven ſhillings in the Coller of my doublet (miſtruſting . 
my pockets might be ſearched) I called for a meſſenger, 
and ſent the Executor word of his death, not bidding 
him to haye a care of frighting him in the delivering 
of his meflage, for I did not think the ſudden news of 
his death would make him to break his heart with ſor- 


row, there was leſs fear in that, that of a Uſurer undo- 


ing a young Heir, when he once gets him intq bonds. 
He having received the news, he made no long tarriance 
before he came to me, bringing a couple of old Wo- 


men along with him to ſearch the dead corpſe, that an 
account might be given what, he died of, which is a 


thing (you know) is uſual. But before I proceed any 


further (having occaſion here to ſpeak of theſe ſearchers) 


ive me leave to mention ſome abuſes, and cheats Which 
] have obſerved to be practiſed by them. 

They are indeed very neceſſary, eſpecially in great 

Cities, that an account may be given of what diſcaſes 


H 2 people 
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e die of, and that men may not have their lives” 
Forteried by violence, which appearing after their | 
deaths, may be by them diſcovered; but tlieſe women 
have their cheats too, for notwithſtanding they are 
fworn to give a true information to the Pariſh Clerks; 
yet money can ſo blind their eyes, that if a man be poi- . 
loned, they can bring it in that he died on the French, 
Pox ; and though a houſe be viſited with the ſickneſs, 
yet if the Maſter thereof be unwilling to be ſhut up for 
loofing his trading, if he does but greaſe them in the 
fiſt with ſome money, they will * tlie Peſtilene to 
be a ſurfeit, and the ſpotted {Arr (which is little inferior 
to the Plague) the Swine-pox, and ſometimes the Mea- 
fles ; nay once I knew two of thoſe Searchers that for 
money brought it in, that the party who. had the ſpot- 
ted fever, died of nothing elſe but the tooth- ach: Thug | 
you ſee that it is an undeniable maxim, that there is 
Knavery in all Trades, people being grown ſo villainous 
in their practices, that they make the very dead to be 
acceſſary to their Cheats. 8 

But to return to my ſtory: The Shoemaker ſtanding 
in the ſtreet, whilſt the women came in, called to me, 
and bid me if any of the Trunks were open, to lock 
them up, and throw the keys down to him, which I 
accordingly did, the fear of looſing his Mammon mak- 
ing him to diſpenſe with any danger that might accrue 
to him By taking the keys. That night was my ol 
Maſter buried, and a fortnight after (the Bedding an 
Cloaths being aired i in the mean time, and Ne 
ſound) I was removed to his houſe, where I took ſpeci 
notice of his great care in performing my Maſter's Will, 
and firſt for the three pounds that was given to buy the 
poor Cloaths, he beſtowed the ſame on two fuits for his 
own. boys, proving it to be the Will of the dead that it 
mould he ſo; for (ſaid he) the o are poor who are in 
want; and his Sons wanting cloaths, therefore they 
: Were reckoned | in the number of the Poor, and eich 
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vids us this, always to provide for our own firſt, 
Then for the bread, he ordered with the Baker >, that 


for every ten dozen; he would have a twelve penny 


loaf, and yet were they made fifteen to the dozen 


— 


which overplus above twelye, he alſo took to himſelf, 
. fo that the penny loaves ſhrunk to the bigneſs of half: 


penny ones, and only for the name there was no diffe- 


rence. I ſeeing how he had dealt by the poor, thought 


within myſelf that my Legacy would ſhrink alſo like 
Northern Cloath in the wetting, and my twenty pound 
come to twenty ſhillings; but whilſt I had cauſe for my- 
ſelf, I would not complain of his dealing by others, and 
therefore expected the event with patience. 

Soon after I was ſet to School with a fellow that went 
in black Cloaths, and therefore taken for a man of learn- 
ing becauſe ſo habited, this man and his Scholars were 
both of one mind, for he cared not how little he taught 


them for their money, and they cared not how little 


they learned for it; but I who had friends to rely on 
for beſtowing any thing upon me afterwards, refolved 
not to neglect any opportunity, but to gain what learn- 
ing ] could, thinking it might ſtand me in great ſtead 
another day, and therefore I ſo plied my book, that in 
2 ſhort time could read Engliſh very perfectly, and had 
ſome {kill in Writing and Caſting Accompts. 
During this time that I went to School, I plied not 


my book ſo altogether, but that I obſerved {eras prac- 


tices of the ſhoemaker, both in his trade and in his of. 
fice; and firſt for his trade, I ſaw he uſed two ſorts of 
leather (becauſe it was cheap) he uſed moſt, eſpecially 


in women's ſhoes and the inner ſoles of men's; and 
ſometimes [ obſerved that if the inner foles were toQ 
| little he would ſlit them in the middle t make them ap. 


on both ſides, and at other times with his teeth he 


would ſtretch his leather as for gain he would ſtretch his 


Conſcience, then for his office, for the bread that was 
given to the poor at he Church an Sunday, he had a 
- | weekly 
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weekly fee from the maler for his ** - and for other 


giftig Chil were to be diſtributed (as there was ſome 


Quarterly) that poor man that received them muſt either 


do a days work for him gratis, or exe preſent him with 


{ſome gift worth half of what he was to receive, or elſe 


he was ſure to go without it, ſo that in reſpect of his 


him: 


The Poor's Ne elector, 0 I Pardes: Crave, 


Collector I ſhould ſay, may play the Knave: 
The Fool, I would have faid, but chuſe you whether, 
He may be both, and ſo he may be neither. 


8 _ 


But before I had been at School long, my Guardian 
told me, the ten pounds was out for my board. (for 1 
paid a Roaſt-meat price for my diet, although I fed moſt 
commonly on bread and cheeſe) and — I muſt 


prepare to go to Prentice; I thought it was in vain to 
contend with him, and therefore bid him to provide me 


a maſter as ſoon as he would, for I was willing I told 


him to go, He quickly heard of one (for bad maſters 


are as eaſy to be found as bad ſervants) one that was a 


true Bacchanalion, a Son of Vulcan, by profeſſion a Lock- 


ſmith, what the Executor was to give with me I know 
not, but thither I went ſome few days upon liking ; and 


indeed it was but a few days I was there in all, for there 
was found Knavery in that Trade as well as others. My 


new Maſter had belike driven an old trade with pick- 


pockets, hauſe-breakers, and ſuch kind of people whom 
he furniſhed with ſtore of pick-locks, and inftruments 
* break open Shop-doors and Windows; he alſo drove 

a. great trade with thieviſh Apprentices for falſe keys 
for their Maſter's Counting-houſes and Trunks, they 
bringing him the print of them either in wax or clay, 


with fome of which he was ſharer in their purchaſe. 


Foe had alſo his Emiſlaries . abroad, which would ſteal 


Iron 


office, theſe verſes of Mithens were very applicable unto 


* 
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Iron bars from Cellar windows, and ſometimes fetch '$ - 
ſhort jaunt into the Country, and ſteal the Coulters and 
Shares from the Ploughs, as alſo hooks and hinges from 
Gates, which he bought for a ſmall price, and uſed to 
Work them out in the night for fear of diſcovery, yet 
all would not do, wicked actions have bad endings; one 
of theſe. Apprentices who had made uſe of him, and 
thereby much wronged his Maſter, ſpending that money 
riotouſly which he had got naughtily, his exceſs brought 
on him a ſurfeit that occaſioned his end, when upon his 
death-· bed, reflecting on his former vitious practices, he 
detected my Maſter, who was thereupon apprehended 
and carried before a Juſtice of the Peace, who commit- 
ted him to Newgate; how he ſped I know not, but if he 
met with his deſert, I am certain ſure that he could 
not by any means eſcape n 


* 
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He is bound Apprentice to a Taylor, the knavery of that 
Trade, his Maſter f a ſtitch, he is turned over to a 
Baker, who miſufing him he runneth away. He Jerwech 
a Plaiſterer, ſheweth ſome Cheats in that Trade; be is 
even with the Maid of the Houſe for her Sloath, and 
puniſhing him ; giveth his Maſter a Fall from the Seaf- 

fold, and runneth away from him into the Caan 


Y next Maſter forſooth was a Taylor, a dapper 
fellow, to whom the Shoemaker (becauſe he 

2 be ſure to be rid ot me) bound me Apprentice 
Be the 


* 
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Arche belt day Iwent to him, after J had been zune à little 

While, whether it be the nature of the Trade, or what 
it was IL know not, but all my mind run upon penny 

loaves and pudding pies; and whereas before I was more 

iven to drink than to eat, now my whole appetite was 

"Bir feeding. If I went by a Baker's Shop, oh how. I 

would caſt mine eyes upon the penny loaves, wiſhing 

my belly a Cupboard to contain ſuch , precious Jewels, 
neither could it ink into my faith, that there was any 

Trades in the world comparable to Bakers; but that 

- which - made me the more hungry, E-conceive. was that 

we were much pinched in our diet: for my Maſter made 

us obſerye more faſting-days, than were ſet;down. in the 

. Callender, and then with a counterfeit . zeal he would 

a long Lecture of ſobriety unto his Apprentices, 

not that hd. any Religion in him (for at another man's 

table he would gurmundize like an Epicure) but to ſave 

victuals, and when we fell ſhort at meals (as we often- 

times did) he would put us off with an old Proverb, that 

many @ Sack is tied up before it be full, for his other quali- 

fications and ehdowments, take a brief view in this 
ort, but true character of him. 

He was ſuch another as Sir Thomas Overbury "REM of, 
a creature made up of ſhreads that were pared off from 
Adam when he was rough caſt. His chiefeſt care was, 
how to cloath other men's backs, and feed his own 
belly; how to-make them fine, and. himfelf fat, again 
_ Chriſtmas, Eaſter or Whitſuntide ; he was a man of ſome 

repute, but moſt time elſe like a thick Cloak in. Summer, 
| hanged behind the door. His offenſive and defenſive 
weapons, were only a needle and a thimble ; ; with the 
firſt he murdered many Egyptian vermine, and with the 
laſt he made a Gauntlet for the top of his middle linger, 
which at other times jingling in his pocket with his bod- 
kin, made the Ale-wife to think he had money in his 
pocket, which cauſed oft-times a flaggon to be ſeored 
* behind the dor. His chick upholder was the * 

ride, 


-- 
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Pride, anew faſhion being to him like a Term to 1 Laws * : | 


yer, to gain which he uſed to frequent thoſe Churches 
and places where Gallants moſt reſorted, when on a 
ſudden the Mechanic's wites and kitchen-maids gowns 
came trowling in to be altered, for out of the Faſhion out 
of the World. He differed altogether from God, for 
with him the beſt pieces were ſtill marked out for dam- 
nation, and without hope of recovery caſt down into 
Hell, for t;ough he had many bottoms, yet his conſci- 
ence was bottomleſs. Of all weapons he moſt affected 
the long Bill, and he who paid him but one half, he 
would be fure to be no looſer by him. 

An ancient Gentleman one day brought a ſuit of 
Cloaths to our ſhop to be made; -who that he might 
have them the warmer, had bought two yards of bays 
to cotton his breeches in the inner ſide; my Maſter 


thought that was too good for ſuch a uſe and therefore 
took it to himſelf, and ſupplied the place with old paint- 
ing cloath, It happened afterwards the Gentleman 
wearing thoſe cloaths, going to Mlington, as he went 
over a ſtile, a ſnag or cleft of the ſame took hold of his 
breeches and rent a great ſlaſh or gap in them, that 
quite diſcovered my Maſter's theft; for right againſt 


the hole, was the picture of a Devil with a muck-fork 


in his hand, which made the Gentleman to admire how 


the Devil he ſhould come there ; ſearching farther he 


found more of his fellows, and all of them with muck- 


forks in their hands, tormenting of Dives in the flames ; 
this put him in a great rage, to conſider how that by the 
knavery of the Taylor, he ſhould carry Hell fire in his 
breech, ripping the other flop there was the Prodigal on 


Horſeback, his journey into a far Country; Hawks and 


. his Whores, his feeding Swine with Huſks, with his 
returning to his Father, and the killing the fatted Calf, 


him Knave, Thief, and a great many other names, ſuch 
25 came firſt to his tongues end, my Maſter deſired him 
"uu 5 — 


We in great rage he came to my Maſter, calling 
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ts be quiet, told him it was ſtole off his ſhop-board, 
: bu for his part, he wiſhed if he had it that he might 
find it in Hell, meaning the Hell under his ſhop-board, 
which was the receptacle for all his ſtolen goods. 

Now thoſe pieces which were condemned to this Hell, 

were termed Cabbage, and we never made any Cloaths- 
either for Men or Women, in which he ſnipt not ſome 


pieces from them; ſometimes out of a ſuit and cloak, 


enough to make a boy a pair of breeches, of a doublet, 


and ſometimes enough for breeches and doublet too. 


Then we drove a trade with the Sadlers, for pieces of 
cloaths to make ſeats for ſaddles. The cabbage of coarſe 
cloath was to make duſt-cloaths for the legs of Country 
Ploughmen, Woollen caps and mittens for old Women; 
all was fiſh that came to net. When a Gentleman bought 
a ſuit and cloak of good cloath, if my Maſter could but 

erſuade four or five more to buy of the ſame, out of 
them all he would ſteal a fuit and cloak for himſelf. As 
for Women's cloaths, the cabbage , ſilver, branched 
ſattin, and the like, went for pin ions, pin-pillows, ; 
Women's purſes, and if black, Church-warden's caps, 
cabbage of Tabbee, coloured Taffaty and Sarcenet, for 
facings for the hands of doublets, &c. when we ſet on 
gold or filver lace, we would ſtretch it ſo, that in four 
or tive yards, we would rub them ſo on our knees, that 
in eight or nine ounces, half an ounce would come off, 
which went allo to the increaſe of ends of gold and 
filver. 

Now being the under. prentice, my chief employment 
was to run on errands, ſo that having thereby an op- 
portunity, I often viſited the Dagger in Tſter-lane for 
Pudding-pies, my mouth always either penny-loat or 
Pudding: pie faſhion. Amongſt other places that I went 
to, one of the chief was a Mercer's in Poater-Nofter-row, 
trom him my Maiter received a ſmall ſnip for every 
Gown he helped him to cuſtom withall. Now their way 
vt. dealing was thus ; wy Maſter bought the Ruff, 1 

| Lac 
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the Mercer was to juſtify that it coſt him ſo au | 
yard, perhaps RE; or ten ſhillings more in the Gown 
than it did, for which my Maſter when he brought 
cuſtomers to him, was to perſuade them to the ſtuff, 
vouching there was not ſuch another *penny-worth in 
the Town, and that he was confident that-he ſaved little 
or nothing by it; and only for to gain their cuſtom ; 
by which you ſee he who carries a Taylor with him to 
help him buy cloaths, carries a Thief inſtead of a friend, 
for the Mercer and Taylor was both agreed, and what 
the firſt ſays, the other will ſwear to. Now to hear 
them muſter up the names of their ſtuffs, would make 
you ſwear they were rating ſo many Devils, there's 
your Parragon, Burragon, Phillippine, Cheny Grogum 
Mowhair, Damaſillyß, Novato, Pinckanilly, Pinckadino, 
Prunella, Itiliano, Caſtiliano, Perpetuana, Sempiternum, 
Tamme, Tammer, Tameletto, and a thouſand more beſides, 
ſuch. as Adam never gave names to, being more for pride 
than for warmth, and rather to cloath fin, than to cover 
nakedneſs. hy, 

But e' er I could attain to any perfection in the Trade, 
my Maſter died of that which he lived by, the /titch, 
being taken with it as he was contriving a new faſhion 
for a Woman's placket, that it ſhould be neither before, 
nor behind, nor on either fide, but before he could ſi- 
.niſh his project he was taken with this /titch, ſo that 


invention was utterly loſt thereby: now becauſe he died 


of ſuch a diſeaſe, I muſtered up all my wit and inven- 
tion together, and made for lim this Epitaph, | 
A Ta aylor in this Grave doth lie, LD. 
Who b, the Stitch did live and die ; 
Longer his Life's thread might have been, 
But Death with Shears came in between, 
. . Wound up his bottom, bound his feet, 
And 42 82 him up in a winding-ſheet, 
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My Miſtreſs not continuing the Trade, I was turned 
over to a Baker, at which I rejoiced exceedingly, being 
heartily defirous of dealing with belly timber, remem- 
bring how I was full fed when I lived before with the 
Cook. Here I found the maxim to be ſtill true, that 
there is Xnavery in all Trades, for as my laſt Maſter 
thieved from peoples backs, ſo this robbed their beHies; 
and was in one ſort worſe than a Taylor, for Taylors 
commonly filch their cabbage from the rich, who can 
better ſpare it; but a Baker by making his bxead leſter 
than it ſhould be, ſtealeth it. out of the poor people's 
bellies, for doing which he deſerveth the ſame fate to 
attend on him as did Pharoah's Baker, viz. hanging, 
or leaſtwiſe to look through an Oaken plank, and thew 
the people a Knaves head. | | 

He would be ſure to be in fee with the cjerk of the 
market, and pretended great love to him, though he 
" hated him as his Executioner. By this means he had 
always timely notice of my Lord Mayor's going about 
when he would be ſure to have his bread full weight 
ſtand, at his Window; and if at any time he chanced to 


be catched, oh how he would repine at his forced cha- 


Tity, to ſee his bread given to the poor, hating juſtice 
itſelf for the weigh ſcales ſake, though it did the beg- 
gars as much good as their dinner, to ſee his baſket ſent 

to the priſon. 3 
When we had any ſtale mouldy bread, ſuch as we 
could not ſell ourſelves, or was returned us again by 
our cuftomers, we uſed to ſoak it in water, and to 
mould jt up again in our dough, ls in ſummer time 
at four days end would roap ſo, that if you pulled it in 
pieces it would appear as if it were all cobwebs, which 
made us always to ſell ſuch bread new. Now what other 
Knaveries he uſed in his Trade, I was not there long 
enough to know them: for becauſe I uſed to forget to 
riſe betimes in the morning, my Maſter would remem- 
ber me with a good aſhen wand, which he always kept 
55 in 
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in ſtore by him, therewith he would beat me a3 Scameg 
do ſtock-ffh, inſomuch that my fleſh had on it all the 
colours in the Rainbow, viz. black, blue, green, red, 
yellow, white, &c. above all things in the World I * 
not beating, therefore I refolved to march off, yet be- 
fore I went I purpoſed to be in part revenged on him, 
for thoſe many. blows he had given me. 

Now fo it was that he lay above ſtairs, and I below, 
and when he came down, if he found me not up and 
about my buſineſs, he would ſo rib-roaſt me, that I could 
have felt no cold although it had been froſty Weather. 
Againſt that morning I intended to be gone, I had parch- 
ed ſome peaſe in the oven, that they were almoſt as hard 
as bullets, them did I ſtrow here and there upon the 
fairs againſt my Maſters coming down, and ſo having 
put up my things, and made myſelf ready, I ſtaid ex: 
pecting what the eyent would be, my Maſter called me 
at the ſtairs head, I heard him very well, but made no 
anfwer ; therefore he. ſuppoſing I was aſleep, was com- 
ing down to give me the ſtrap, when treading on the 
peaſe his heels flew up, and down he came tumbling 
from the top to the bottom; ſwearing all the way he 
was falling that this damn'd Rogue (meaning me) in- 
tended for to break his neck ; I hearing him thunder ſo 
loud, thought it would light upon my Jacket preſentlyj; 
and therefore to prevent it, I opened the door and 
ſhewed him a fair pair of heels, leaving him ill bruiſed 
with his fall, and more vexed that he could not come 
at me, to revenge himſelf of me for the fame. 

I was now grown a good ſturdy Lad; and it being 
the ſpring of the year, I was entertained into a Plaiſter- 
ers ſervice, I imagined with myſelf that there could be 
no knavery in this trade, but after I had been there 
a while, I found there was a great deal of difference in 
our labour, when we worked by the day, and when we 
wrought by the great; in the one I could not be two 


1 or my Maſter, in the other he gared not how 
ow z 
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- flow; diſpatching that in ſix days in the one, which we 
. would hardly do in ten days in the other, in. the one we. 
minded only our Work, in the other we uſed to lengthen 
out the time with diſcourſes of Wenches, Foot-ball 
Playing, and ſuch like; for ſo we brought the day to 
an end, we cared not ſo much for our Work going for. 
ward, ſeeing our Wages run paralel with the day, and 
when that was done, we counted our money due, whe- 
ther we earned it or no. In this ſervice I lived like a 
Prince to my hearts content, for my Maſter would not 
only wink at any Rogueries "that I committed, but alſo 
countenance me in the doing of them. When we 
wrought upon ſcaffolds in the Beer! it was a great plea- 
ure to me to throw the morter upon the heads of peo- 
ple as they paſſed by, and at other times with our Whit-, 
ing to beſpatter Gentlemen's Cloaks as they walked un- 
der us; that they looked as if they Crows had ſhit up- 
on them. My Maſter kept a maid who was none of 
thoſe huſwives that uſe to diſturb other peoples ſleeps by 
early riſing; ſhe would endure three calls in a morn- 
ung, and when the began to ſtir, the would groan ſadly, 
ſtretching out her arms and legs, and giving two or 
three ak's to get upon her breech, fitting in her bed a 
full half hour lacing her boddice, and throwing of her 
coats over her head, ſo that we were forced to put up 
the victuals we carried with us ourlelves. 

* My maſter aſked me if I could not invent away to 
puniſh her floath? I told him I would do my beſt en- 

deavour, 10 that day I got, ſome Horſe-hair, and ſhred 
it fit for my purpoſe, telling him what I would do with 

it, at night-he ſent the maid for two pots of Ale, after 
ſhe was gone for it, I took the hair and ſtrewed the 

ſme upon the ſheets in her bed, which plagued her 

worſe than if ſhe had half a peck of ſix-footed vermin 

to her bedfellows, a little time ſhe endured it, being ex- 

ceeding loath to be at the pains of putting on her cloaths, 


for ſhe accounted the trouble of drefling and undreſſing 
herſelf, 


8 
erſelf to be a great plague inflited/on n mortals to dif. 


turb them of their eaſe; accounting the Birds in a far 
happier condition than men, who go to bed and riſe 
with their doublet and breeches on, and was reſolved 
if ſhe changed her Religion to have turned Adamite, 
that ſhe might have ſaved that labour of dreſſing her- 
ſelf, but the hair tormented her fo abominably, that 
ſhe was forced to riſe, and fit up. until the morning, 
when looking 1 in the ſheets ſhe found the cauſe of her 
diſquietneſs ; the cunning Jade. made no ſpeech of it at 

all, but was as pleaſant that morning as if ſhe had Hail 
ed nothing all night, which made me to miſtruſt my 
art, and think I had not done my buſineſs right. Alt 


_ that day ſhe was buſied with her thoughts in contriving 


miſchief againſt me, the reſult thereof was, that ſhe 
took the ſheets from off her bed and put them on mine, 
thereby ſhe paid me home in my own coin, and I could 


not juſtly complain, ſeeing what was ſauce for a Gooſe 


Was fauce for a Gander, I had worked very hard that 
day, and would freely have taken ſome reſt at night, 
but it was in vain to think of it, I might almoſt have 
lain upon pins and needles as on what 1 did, I then 
thought upon the ſtory which 1s uſually told by boys 
when the firſt come to be Prentices concerning their en- 
rolling, that they mult be rolled in a barrel drove full of 
nails, with the points ſticking up, and thought this pu- 
niſhment to be little inferior to that, fleſh and blood 
could not endure it, therefore got up and uncaſed my 
bed of the ſheets, creeping in betwixt the ann 
where I lay all night. 

In the morning the maid aſked me how I flept that 
night? I told! her very well, for my ſkin was armour 
proof againſt the biting of fleas, or any other diſturb- 
ance ſoever, but though I carried fair weather in my 
counteance, my heart broiled in revenge againit her, 
therefore that day I went and bought two. -penny-w orth 
of Cow-Itctl, it is a dr ug of that nature, that if it touches 

the 


174 
che fleſh it will make them ſcrub ſeventeen times worſe 
than if they were plaguet! with the itch, with this I 


anointed her ſheets in the fame manner as I uſed the 


horſe-hair before, but if the hair nettled, this fleyed; 
ſhe had needed to have had Briarius's hundred hands, 
to have ſcratched herſelf at once,. for when ſhe came to 
be a little hot in her bed, ſhe fared like a mad Woman, 


the more ſhe ſcratched, the more it itched, fo that by 


ftriving to allay her pain, ſhe increaſed it ; the going 
out of her bed availed nothing, the carried her diſtem- 

er with her, neither could ſhe find out any remedy, 
ſhe roared like a Bull, and made fuch a quarter,, that 
ſhe diſturbed all the houſe. All night flie continued 


thus, in the morning I began to play upon her, told 
her that the ſcratching of her arſe fignihed we ſhould 


have butter cheap, and that how things went ſhe was 
fure to rub through with them, but had I not took to 


my heels, ſte had ſo rubbed my ears for it, as to turn 


my mirth into mourning. That day was very fatal to 


me, and my running from the maid in the morning, 
prognoſticated I ſhould run from my Maſter before 


night. It ſo happened that we had ſome Work to do 
that day in Thames-ſtreet, the back part adjoining to 
the Thames, which the Vintner would have beautiſicd 
next the water- ſiide; and for to make him a ſcaffold to 
work on, he put the ends of two long ſticks out at the 
Window, laying a board over them for him to ſtand on 


the out fide ; and on the inſide faſtened the end of the 


one with a cord, but wanting a cord for the other, he 
bid me to fit on it, thereby to keep it from kicking up, 
thus was all things ordered, my Maſter upon the ſcaffold 
which was juſt over the Water, and I ſitting on the end 


of the ſtick, he fell a finging as he was accuſtomed to do 


at his work, I fell a nodding, being lulled afleep with 


finging; in my ſleep I dreamed that my old Mzker the 
Cook was alive again, that I lived with him, and that 


our houſe was full of Gueſts ; by and by ſome Gentle- 


men 


— . 
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men knocked in the next room, 1 hearing them, ima- 
gined that I was called, and thereupon cried out, Anon, 
Anon, I came 1 come Sir, and thereupon fell a running, 
when, preſently up flew the ſtick, and down fell my 
Maſter, crying all the way he fell, hel, help, I ſbail be + 
drawned ; the noiſe he made wake me out of my ileep, 
then. looking out of the Window, I ſaw my. Maſter 
floating like a ſhittle-cock upon the water, 1 ſeeing that, 
thought more upon ſaving myſelf than him, imagining 

af he were drowned, I ſhould be hanged, and therefore 
that I might not die the death of a dog, io prevent it, 
I run away, leaving my Maſter to ſhift for himſelf, yet 
1 loved him, and Would n not have parted from but tor 
this accident. 

I made great haſte in going, and yet knew not w hi- 
ther to go; Eaſt, Weſt, North, or South, all was in 
different to me, for it is impoſſible he can be gut of his 
way, to whom all ways are alike. | London though large 
and populous I judged no covert for me, 1 wanting 
thoſe two great helps of concealment, . money an d 
friends. The Country therefore I pitched upon, invited 
thereto the more, it being the merry month of, Muay, 
the plealanteſt time of all the year, the earth having then 
put on her richeſt apparel, the meadows cloathed in 
green, the ſields beautiſied with flowers, and the woods 
| adorned with violets, cowſlips and Primroſes; the wing. 
ed choriſters of the foreſt, warbling forth their dittics 
very harmoniouſly, the lambs fritked and leaped, danc- 
ing layalto's on the flowry paſtures, . ana the murmur— 
ing ſtream made a noiſe He a chime of bells, running 

through their winding Meander 3. As I walked thus in 
the Country, encircled with pleaſures, and every where 
\baving my eyes fatiated with variety of ple: aling of jedes, 
J. thought myſelf to be in Paradiſe, and ima! Zined no 
ure in the world comparable to that of a * ountry 
htc. Happy, thrice happy (thought I) is he, that is ret 

playing with his w ings i; in the golden flames or the Cour 
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nor letting tis foot in the buſy throngs of the City, 
nor running up and down in the intricate mazes of the 
Law, can be content in the winter to fit by a Country 
fire, and in the Summer to lay his head on the green 
pillows of the Earth. The Country Cottage is neither 
battered by the Cannon in time of War, nor peſtered 
with clamorous Suits in time ef peace. In the homely 
village thou art more ſafe, than in a fortiſted Caſtle; 
the ſtings Envy, nor the bullets of Treaſon are never 
ſhot through thofe thin walls: found healths are drunk 
out of the whotfome wooden diſh, when the cup of 
cold boils over with poiſon. Haſt thou a defire to rule? 
get up to the mountains, and thou fhall fee the greateſt 
trees ſtand trembling before thee, to do thee Reverence, 
thoſe mayſt thou call thy Nobles. Thou ſhalt have ranks 
of Oak on each fide of thee, which thou mayſt call thy 
guard; thou ſhall fee Willows bending at every blaſt; 
whom thou mayſt call thy flatterers: thou ſhalt ſee val. 
jeys humbled at thy feet, whom thou mayft term thy 
ſlaves. Wouldeſt thou behold battles ? Kep into the 
ficlds, there thilt thou behold excellent combats between 
the ſtanding corn and the winds. Art thou a tyrant ? 
and delichteſt in the fall of great ones? muſter then thy 
Harveſters together, and down with thoſe proud Sum- 
mer Lords when they are at higheſt, Would thou have 
Subſidies paid thee ? the Plough ſends thee in corn, the 
Meadow gives thee her paſture, the Trees pay thee cuſ- 
tom with their fruit, the Ox beftows upon thee his la— 
hour, the ſheep his wool, the Cow her milk, the fowls 
their feathers, and doſt thou call for Muſic? no Prince 
in the world keeps more ſkilful Muſician, the Birds arc 
thy Conſorts, and the wind inſtruments they play OR, 
viel ten thouſand tunes. 

Thus went 1 on contemplating the Summer's Pride 
and the Earth's bravery, and from them both contuſed 
the great felicity of a country life, as if the one would 
never tad?, and the other al'vn 2ys endure, retolving it. 


4 


; © 
my thoughts never to ſee London again, being roving - 
with the delig2ts of the verdant fields and enamoure 
on the beauties of the ſpring, accounting none truly 
happy, but he who enjoyed the felicities of a Country 
lite; is he addicted to . Heaven is the library, the 
Sun, Moon and Stars his books to teach him Aſtrono- 
my, that great volume his Ephimerides out of which 
he may calculate predictigns of times to follow; yea in 
t he very clouds are written leſſons of Divinity for him 
to inſtruct him in wiſdom, the turning over their leaves, 
teach him the variation of ſeaſons, and how to diſpoſe 
his buſineſs for all weathers who therefore would not 
conſume his youth in ſuch delightful ſtudjcs, that have 
wer in them to keep off old age longer than it would 
or when old age doth come, is able to give it the liveli- 
hood and vigour of youth; who would not rather {it 
at | the foot of a hill, tending a flock of ſheep, than at 
the helm of Authority, gontrouling the ſtubborn and 
ynruly multitude? Better is it in the ſolitary woods and 
in the wide figlds, to be a man among Beaſts, than in 
the midſt of a peopled City, to be a beaſt amongſt men. 
As I was thus ſtrucken into admiration of theſe beau- 
ties, and wholly taken up in contemplation of the feli- 
cities of a retircd life, being already in my thoughts an 
abſolute Country-man, I being now ſome miles diſtant 
trom the Metropolitan City of our fruitful Alabian, 
on a ſudden the welkin began to roar, and ſend forth 
terrible peals of thunder, the ſerene {ky was overſha- 
dowed, and Phœbus hid his head behind a cloud the 
Heavens began firſt to weep {mall tears afterwards to 
pour them in full Rivulets upon the thirtty earth, I had 
then no Pent-houſe to walk under to keep me trom the 
rain, nor was there a red lattice in every nuke and cor- 
ner (as in London) to give me entertainment, the ſpread- 
ing boughs of the ſturdy oak were too feeble to defend. 
me from being wet; I looked like a drenched mouſe, 
having never a dry thread on me, what to do I knew 
| | = K 2 | pot, 
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not, money 1 had but little, tried none, 2 ſtranger 
both to the place and people, unexperienced in the 
World, as if the way where I travelled the confidera- 
tion 6f thoſe things made me add more moiſture to the 
carth by the fait tears that tickled from my eyes, to 
ſtand ſtill Tthought was in vain, fo forwards I went, 
wet without and dry within, at length I ſpy'd by a 
corner of a Wood a little thatched Cottage, thither [ 
went; and found hy an old rotten ſtick that darted out 
of it, in imitation of 'a Sign Poſt, that it was an Alec, 
houſe, this ſomething revived my drooping ſpirits, ſo 
in Ixent, to dry my Font ſide and wet the in- ſide, where 
found a good fire, and ſtore of company of both ſexes 
merrily trouling the bottle about, Ang iging of Catches, 
and ſmoaking Tobacco; no fooner was 1 entered, brit 
one of them drank a full cup, fo down I fat amongſt 
them, being all alike free Citizens of the wide World, 
the ſtrong Ale foon waſhed away all forrow from my 
heart, and now that I had 4 warm fire to fit by, and a 
houte over my head, I bid a fig for all faul Weather. 
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1 1 noto cane to 1 fut bn ele Hm 60 * 
Taylor ; he gets acquaintance with. P, entices- ꝙ all - fortis. 
ic with them at their Tavern: froliets; he is employed by a- 
Scrivener ta make Cloaths for: a. Wench, he gocs with lim 
to her, and returning, | the Sctrivener promiſes bim an ace 
count of that: trade, the Scrivener recounts ibe Vageries 
he committed the fir/t three.years of his ug — 


his Maſter 4 Jje'ch row LU nh a Scal. 


FING now: come to London; 1 was eklveds not to | 
be idle, but ſettle myſelf to fome one trade, that 
I might be able to get a living; and having already had 
tryal of ſeveral, at firſt a Barber-Surgeon, then a Taps - 
ſter, a Cook, a Lockſmith, Taylor, Baker and Plaiſterer: | 
nnd being ſtill forced for ſome reaſon or other to leave 
them all, did now reſolve to fix upon one that ſhould 
do my buſineſs, and whereby I might at all times, and 
in all places, de able to live by my hands, for lands I 
had none, I conſidered of all the: Trades I had already 
been a practitioner in, and many others, none ſuited: 
my humour as that of a Taylor; therefore I ſought for 
ſeveral Maſters, but they were all unwilling to take me 
for leſs than ſeven years, it being the cuſtom of Lon- 
don, that none can be bound for leſs time, nor be made 
x freeman till they have ſerved ſo long. I was unwilling 
to bind myſelf. on thoſe: terms, knowing my temper 
was variable, and did believe, I ſhould not hold out tq 
ierve ſuch a tem; but after ſeveral enquiries and trials, 


X did mectewith 2 aer, that took me for ſive yeathe 
only 
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1 this T perſuaded him to do, in regard, I had alrea- 
dy a good hand in working, and being induſtruous in 
my employ ment, fo that though I was bound for ſeven 
years, yet 1 had a Writing from under my Maſter's 
hand, that the laſt two years I ſhould Elpole. of — 
28 I pleaſed, and yet he could make me a Freeman at 
ſeven years end. 

My Maſter was not a Tay jar, but kept a Brokers 
ſhop, 'wherein he ſold all ſorts of cloath, new and old. 
He lived in one of the principal ſtreets in the City, and 
was in good cfteem with his neighbours, who were all 
per ſons of ſome quality, not of the meaner ſort, but 
. ſubſtantial - tradeſmen, as Goldſmiths, Grocers, Drug- 
ents, Scriveners, Stationers, &c. and I (being now well 
fitted with cloaths, and having my pockets pretty well 
lined with money, which I had {till kept by me) was a 
fit and welcome Companion to the beſt fort of Appren- 
tices, in whoſe Socicty I did ſoon inſinuate myſelf, and 
having money to ſpend equal with the beſt, I came ac- 
quainted with a whole Gang of ſuch Blades, that all 
my former knowledge was nothing in compariſon ta 
what I ſoon experienced from them, for their Maſters 
being of the wealthieſt:ſort of Citizens, and keeping 
Country-houſes, at Newington, Hackney, Stepney, &c. 
they often had opportunity in their abſence to meet, and 
Keep the Club or general Rendezvous, which was com- 
monly every other night, at one of the Taverns near 
adjoining: and my Matter (who did well enough under- 
ſtand that I was frequently abroad, and in what com- 
pany I ſpent my time) did not in the leaſt oppoſe, or 
contradict me therein; for I ſoon found that theſe young 
Jovial-Blades, though Apprentices, yet they were my 
Maſters beſt cuſtomers, for there was none of them but 
what had a ſuit or two of cloaths Alumode, which com- 
monly lay at our houſe, which they put on when they 
had any Frolick out of town, either at Chriſtmas, Eaſter, 
or ir 1; untige, or at any other time, when they pretend- 


ing 
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ing fome urgent occaſions, would give their Maſters - 
meme 7” bs” 7 5 
ä Thus was I one of the Gang, and had liberty to be 
with them ſo often as I pleaſed, by the connivance of 
my maſter whoſe profit lay in my acquaintance with 
them; for I ſoon brought him ſome new cuſtomers, out 
of whom he would ſqueeze good ſtore of money for 
making their cloaths, and ſometimes he made three or 
four ſuits at a time, yet had no money for his pains, 
but he was ſatisfied otherwiſe in commodities, which. 
were more to his profit; for the mercer paid his Bill in 
| ſtuffs, the Draper in cloath, and the reſt either in good 
Commodities which they had of their Maſters, or with 
which they were furniſhed by their Compamons. When 
any of them intended a new ſuit for himſelf, Friend or 
Miſtreſs, it was but ſummoning the Brethren of the 
Club together, and then the Mercer brought his Stuffs 
or Silks, the Millener Buttons, Ribbons, and Linings, 
for which they had in exchange ſuch other Commodi- 
ties as the others could produce: there Was only two 
trades that had little or no commodities to exchange, 
and that was the Scrivener and Bookſeller, and there- 
fore I wondered from whence they ſhould get to be to 
fine as the reſt; but I obſerved what they wanted in 
in wares, was ſupplied in money, which was a commo- 
dity would command every thing elle. 
How they ſhould get the money I knew not, for I 
could not imagine that in making of Bills and Bonds, 
the Scrivener could cheat his Matter of Money, or 
that the Bookſeller could {el many booksby the by, 
and put money in his own pockets, for I knew they 
were not ſo vendible a commodity ascloath, Silk, &c. 
But one Evening we being at our general rendezvous, 
where we had got Wine and better company, being at- 
tended by two or three Suburbian Females, who Were and 
the Dexzos of our. Comrades, The Scrivener (having 4% 
be 700 che 
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he fineſt whe. being in his private ſult of a pparel, 
and having his pockets well lined with Maſlin, of Gold 
and Silver,) took occaſion to court one of the Women 
not only publickly but privately ; ; and though ſhe were 
till then a ſtranger to him, yet he won her from her 
other friend, and to induce her to be kind to him, he 
called me to him, and ordercd me to provide for her a 
new gown and petticoat of Howred 'Fabby, and imme— 
diately calling to our Mercer who ſerved us all, gave 
him as much money as the Silk would come to, and all 
the engagement he required from her, was that he 
might have the firſt taking up of the petticoat, and then 
if the liked her other ſweetheart beſt, ſhe might after- 
wards uſe her pleaſure, either admitting him- or the 
other, to her embraces, or either of them as ſhe pleaſed, 
to this they all three agreed, and the Mercer who took 
about four pounds for Silk was ordered (by a general 
vote) to ſpend forty ſhillings of the money for that pre- 
ſent reckoning ; ind all the reſt went Scot-free, and at- 
ter a luſty cup > of Wi ine, ſome diſhes of meat, and ſid- 
lers; they for that time broke up their meeting. 

This liberality and rather prodigality of the Scriv ener 
put me into ſome confuſion, and very deſirous I was to 
know how he gained ſo much moncy, therefore I ſpec- 


dlily procured the apparel to be made, and delivered it to 


him to his content, I ſo highly plealed him, that he de- 
tired me to go with him to the Lady's lodging who was 
to wear it. I accordingly waited on him thither, and 
the receiving him with "much chearfulneſs, accepted it g 
"it was ſoon | put on, and it was not long before they re- 
tired out of the room wherein J was into another 
where I ſuppoſe ſhe was ſo courteous as to permit him 
not only to take up the Petticoat, and tomewhat elſe to 
his liking, but to diſpoſe of her at his pleaſure, for they 
ſtayed together near an hour. Neither was left alone, 
but had the old Matron of the houſc, and a young Rona 
Kube, to accompany me, where we were not idle, but 

made 
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made the bottles of Sack fly for it: when their buſineſs. 
was over, they briſkly entered the room where wWe 
were, and without any coynels fell ſtoutly to drinking; 
for ſeeing us near thirty-one, they. with full howls 
quickly put us ont, ſo that I was forced to go to lleep, 
- which I ſuppoſed was about three hours, and waking, I 
found my gallants wanting, but they were not idle; 
for upon enquiry. and ſearch, I found them in angther 
chamber, where I ſuppoſe ſhe, had fully performed the 
agreement for her cloaths, to the content of the Scri- 
vener, who now after 2 freſh bottle, and payment of 
the reckoning, which was no ſmall one, and taking 
leave of his miſtreſs, her companion, and the matron, 
We left that houſe, and taking. coach, ordered the 
coachman to drive to the next tavern to my maſter, 
| Where we called for a room, Wine and 2 fire; he gave 
me an angel for my day's ſervice, and ſhifting him- 
ſelf, put on his ordinary, and gave me his beſt cloaths 
to lay up at my maſters, wiſhing him to acquaint him 
that I had been in his company, and that would be x 
ſufficient excuſe for me. I thanked him for his kind- 
neſs and civility, and told him his bounty had fo tied 
me to him, that I ſhould at all times be joyful if 1 
might ſerve him. As for my bounty, faid he, I ſhall 
for the future be more free to you, and for money you 
ſhall not want, for I am in à capacity to furniſh my 
friends, having the command of a great deal of caſh, 
which I know well exough how to order to my own 
advantage, and it is but reafon that I ſhould diſpoſe of 
ſome as well as my maſter ; for it is in my power to 
ſtrip him of the greateſt part of his eſtate, and ruin him 
in his credit. 1 | 
I being inquiſite after ſecrets, deſired him to tell me 
how that trade could be profitable. To this he anſwer- 
ed, and indeed it was true, they made not many writ- 
ings, but dealt in much money, and his maſter had an 
extraordinary way, for, perſued he, if my maſter 
18. L - wants 
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wants two or three. thouſand FOE TY he . can quickly 
command it, though he began with nothing, and in- 
deed, had every bird her feather, and confederates, 
that he can do 2 he liſteth. He hath one piece of 
braſs that hath yielded him two thouſand pounds: that 


15 much, ſaid I, 70 there muſt be more in your trade 


than I imagine, and I would be very glad to be ac- 
qualpeed with ſome of your myſteries, and ſince you 

ave promiſed me your friendſhip, whatever you ſhall 
relate to me, ſhall be ſafely and ſurely cloſeted up in my 
breaſt, and ſhall never by me be offered to your preju- 
dice, and it may be ſome of your advice in your affairs 
may be profitable ; for I have had much more expe- 


rieche in the World than you imagine. This diſcourſe 


and ſome other arguments which I uſed, induced him 
to give me a relation of many paſſages of his life. But 
much of the knaveries of that myſterious trade, which 


diſcoutfe he began to me in this manner. 
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The Scrivener recounts the Waggeries he committed the firff 
three years of his Apprenticeſhip, and his Maſter's fir/t 


Cheat, by counterfeiting a œ deal. 


ENI firſt came Prentice, my Maſter, (by rea- 
ſon of the Wars, which cauſed a general dead- 
neſs in trading) had but little to do :. but he being one 
of the confiding party, did thereby get acquaintance 
with ſeveral rich men, and in a ſhort time, by reaſon 
of the pretended ſanctity, was entruſted by a Uſurer to 
put out five hundred pounds, which he did to his con- 
tent; for he had a leaſe of a City companies which 
coſt ſeven hundred pounds, aſſigned for ſecurity, _ 
My Maſter never having dealt in money before, and 
now finding the ſweetneſs of procuration, and making 
of writings, longed to be at it again: but though he 
had money offered him to put out, yet he could not 
meet with any ſecurity to content; for perſonal ſecuri- 
ty by reaſon of the caſtalty of the Wars, was gene- 
rally diſliked, and land in the country was for the Tame 
reaſon refuſed, and only leaſes in London, or lands about 
London, was counted ſufficient and approved of, there- 
fore this Companies leaſe, on which he had procured 
money, did run much in his head, withing for ſuch ano- 
ther ſecurity, and projecting ſomewhat, which ſince he 
had put in execution, as I will tell you by and by : but 
J will firſt acquaint you how I behaved myſelf for the 
firſt three years of my time, whereby my Maſter took | 
ſo good a liking to me, as to communicate his ſecrets 
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to me. My Maſter was always good natured and kind 


to me, but on the contrary, my Miſtreſs was croſs and 
froward, ſo that I could ſeldom get a good word from 
her, and ſhe would till employ me in ſeveral pieces of 
drudgery, as to carry burthens from London to our Coun- 
try-houſe, and then I muſt bring back from thence flet- 
ten or ſkim'd milk, on which we muſt feed two or three 
days in the week, when my Maſter would allow good 


roaſt Beef, which ſhe would ſend for away: but 1 was 


ſtill even with her for her nigardlineſs, and when I came 


to the Country-houſe, I would ufually get my ſhare of 
the Cream ; and being a lover of the pies and puddings, 


Real ſame from her. One time I being in the Larder, 
had a great mind to a baked pudding that was there, 
but at Be durſt not meddle with it, becauſe it was with 
other good cheer to be ſerved up at the Table to Din- 


ner, fox ſome gueſts : but for all that, the lovelineſs of 


the pudding made me take my knife, and turning it 
upfide down, cut out one half of it, and fo — it 
down again, left it to be ſerved hollow to the table: but 
I depatted for London ere dinner was ſerved, I know 


not how. the maids came off, At other times when I 
came to the Country-houſe, if the fruit of the orchard 


were ripe, then the gate was lock'd, and I was not ad- 


mitted therein, but I would have my ſhare by day or 


night; for I once invited ſome of my confederates to 
Church thither on a Sunday, and in the Sermon time 
went with them and robbed our own orchard, which 
nobody elſe durſt attempt becauſe of our Maftiff; nay, 
] went from London at midnight, and having ſome of 

my copeſmates with me, I entered the orchard, and 
fetcht out the fruit, which I would be fure ſhould be 
of the beſt and choiceſt of all the ground; and gave it 


to my companions, and fo we returned loaden to Lon- 
don; and thus did I vex her for her nigardlineſs, and 


although my Maſter did well enough ſuſpect me, yet he 
would only laugh at my Miſtreſs when ſhe was moſt an- 
1 1 gry, 
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ry, and ay, ſhe was but rightly ſerved. But at length - 
my Maſter had a Son, who when I ſirſt came Prentice 
was at a Boarding-ſchool ;- but in time growing up, his 
Mother had a great defire to have him live at home and 
be a clerk; for my Maſters employment increaſing, I 
gained money, and bought me ſome ſine cloaths, and 

wore a Watch in my pocket, at all which ſhe was envi- 


dus, and-defirous that her Son might enjoy what I did, 


and therefore bound he was to his Father, and though 
this happened three years after I came, yet ſuch was 
the injuſtice that I had done me, that he was not only 
placed before me in a feat, but I was commanded to 
make clean his ſhoes, and attend him, as if he had not 
been a ſervant, This though I was forced to comply 
with, yet I was reſolved to be revenged of, and there- 
fore ſet my Wits to work; I did clean his ſhoes, but in 
the edges, inſtead of greazing them, I anointed them 
with Aquafortis, and he putting them on, and going ta 
the further end of London, the ſoles of his ſhoes fell from 
the upper-leathers, they being ſo eaten by the Aquafortis, 
and he fat at the Cobler's tall whilſt they were randed 
together again, He was of ſo covetous a diſpoſition 
(like his mother) that thou he had money in his 
pocket, yet he would feldom ſpend any at the Ale-houſe, 
and therefore fat at the Cobler's {tall two hours whilft 
his ſhoes were made fit for him to walk with, and then 
he came home and was ſoundly chided by his Father, 
for ſtaying ſo long, which pleaſed me very well that he 
ſhould be blamed for that fault whereof he had been fo 
often guilty. He being of a ſneaking humour, I could 
not be quiet for complaints he made of me, and by his 
applying himſelf cloſe to his buſineſs, he would diſp atch | 
as much writing as I did, though I could when ! liſted, 
do twice as ops, Fe in the time, and when he had done: 
he would be mending and making his pens ready againſt 
buſineſs came in, but I would fpoil all his pens by cut- 


ting one neb of chem away ſomewhat ſhorter than the 
other, 
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other, ſo that frhen he came to write, he had his pens 
to mend or make new ones, and ſo curious he was, that 
his ink muſt be in a particular ſtandiſh by itſelf, there- 
fore I would often put oil, ſo that it Fs not write ; 
and then for his Parchment, he would chuſe the beſt 
ſkins, and give me the worſt; but I would in his abſence 
greaze his Parchment by rubbing i it witha candle. Many 
other inventions I had to hinder and croſs him, I found 
two pair of his Gloves one time, and beſtowed ſome 
cow-itch in all the ſeams on the inſide of them, ſo that 
he putting them on, his hands quickly fell to, itching, 
and he to ſcratching, till they were all bloody, and 1o 
hot, that he was forced to put them in a paiLof water, 
and then he cut his Gloves in pieces, that he might ſee 


What was in the inſide, which was no ſmall pleaſure to 


me. Ile being a trouble and vexation to my fellow-{er- 
vants as well as to me, they aſſiſted me in my wageries 
and contrivances againſt him. In his Mothers abſence 
at the Country-houle, he kept the key of the buttery, 
to hinder us from the better ſort of victuals, but I ſoon 
got another key, and had my full ſhare of every thing, 
and whenamifſed, perſuaded him the rats and mice be- 
reft him of it. When my Miſtreſs came to town ſhe 
would have her lodging in the chamber over the kitch- 
en, becauſe ſhe would hear it we fit up after her: Twas 
a good while er'e I could thing of away to cauſe her to 
remove her lodging, but underſtanding that ſhe could 
not endure rats and mice, I got a great dead rat, and 
in the day time put it into her bed between the ſheets, 


_ fo that the opening her bed to go into it, and ſceing the 


rat, was ſo extremely affrighted, that ſhe immediately 
left her lodging, and went into another chamber: but 
the doubting that we, Thould fit up at nights after ſhe 
was gone to bed, as indeed we often did, in company 
with her daughter, who was ſomewhat better conditi- 
oned than her brother, and had many Junkets and Col- 
—ations ; ſhe called her fon to Watch, 1 he being will: 


ing 
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ing to catch us, would come down Ves of the ſtairs 

ſoftly in his ſhirt to liſten; but we diſcerning his prac- 
tice, ſtrewed the ſtairs with peaſe, and rubed the edges 
with ſoap, ſo that one night down he fell backwards, 
and almoſt broke his ribs with the fall, and gave us 
timely notice to ſhift for ourſelves * his Mother hearing 
the noiſe, came down herſelf to help him, was ſerved 
in the ſame kind, I hearing of this, and all being dark, 
ran in my ſhirt and breeches as if newly awaked, and 


inſtead of helping them, went to the ſtairs and wiped 


and rubed them, and conveyed molt of the peaſe away, 
fo that my Maſter by that time being likewiſe up, and 
having a candle, did not diſtruſt how they had been 
ſerved, but helping them up, and I aſſiſted my young 
Maſter to go to his bed, the next day he concluded the 
houſe was haunted by Spirits : By this means we were 
rid of his watchings, for after he was once in his cham- 
ber at night, he ſeldom came out again to watch us. 
But he would commonly ſtay in the kitchen till he ſaw 
us all going to bed, neither would he permit me to come 
to the fire, upon which account we had a buflel, and I 
gave my gentleman ſuch a fall, that cauſed him to re- 
member it a good while after: but Its Mother remem- 
bered me the next morning, for he having acquainted 
her with the matter, ſhe took upon her to revenge it, 
which ſhe did in this manner. I according to cuitom 
coming to the ciſtern for water, to water the thop be- 
fore I {wept it, having one finger of one hand in the 


hole at the bottom of the bottle, and my other being 


emyloyed in holding the bottle, and being ſtooping at 
the cock of the ciſtern, my Miſtreſs came near me, and 
there was ſtanding by me in a tub, a parcel ot dirty 
clouts which the maids had newly wafhed down the 
ſtairs, ſhe takes them up, and flaps them about my face, 
ſo that IT looked as dirty as a Chimney-ſweeper; and not 
contented with that, ſhe knocked my head againſt the 
eiſtern: I thereupon ſanding upright, and feeling my- 
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ſelf wet, faced her, who now opening her mouth, made 
a great noiſe with her paſſionate exclamation againſt me 
for abuſing her ſon; I Jet her go on in this diſcourſe, 
4 and apprehending away to be even with her, coming 
1 very near her, let my finger go from the bottom of the 
bottle, and holding it over her, it ran all upon her, ſo 
that ſhe then having a great belly ſoon felt herſelf too 
wet through, and then ſhe would have been at me again, 
but I ſhewed her a fair pair of heels, and ran away. 
Thus was I fill even with them both, and my Maſter 
would ſeldom do any thing but laugh at what I did, tak- 
ing much notice of my unhappy wit; for let her and 
her Son do all they could, I would be ſure to have my 
ſhare of the beſt ſort of the victuals ; and ſhe was of 
that dirty humour, that at Chritmas when ſhe made a 
* Feaſt, and a great deal of good cheer was dreſt for her 
gueſts, ſhe would then afford us nothing but a diſh of 
itewed Turnips, and a ſhin of beet; and though much 
victuals were left on platters, and on trenchers, that ſhe 
beſtowed on the Water-bearer or Chair- woman, that 
they might report what a brave houſe ſhe kept, and not 
a bit was given to us Servants, unleſs ſhe had kept it ſo 
long till it was mouldy or worſe. Oncel remember ſhe 
promiſed us ſome Plamb-pottage, and at the time ſhe 
made two pots full, I aſking the Maid wherefore ſo 
much was made? ſhe informed me, that one pot full 
was much better than the other; I being told which was 
the beſt, when my Maſter and Miſtreſs were at dinner, 
I got a good baſon full of the beſt, and ſet it by for 
myſelf, and then mixed the reſt, ſo that we had all 
alike. But to lay aſide all theſe fooleries, and now to 
the purpoſe, my Maſter perceiving me of a pretty ſmart 
wit, and fit for his purpoſe, he employed me in getting 
of a Seal made, which I did, and it was like unto the 
Companies, which 1 told you was to the writing, upon 
which we lent 5ool. He did not tell me the uſe of it at 


preſent, but I ſoon found it out; for not long after a 
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Deed was made, and the Seal being put to it, my Mafs 


ter cauſed one who was his confederate to bring it to 
our ſhop at ſuch a time, as he had a Uſurer in his com- 
pany who wanted ſecurity for Money, In comes our 
Gentleman, and calling my Maſter aſide, aſked him if 
he could procure 5ool. upon ſuch a Companies Leaſe ; 
yes replied my Maſter, if it be a good one; whereupon 
the Leaſe was produced, and the 'Uſurer being there 
preſent, looked on it, and liked it ſo well, that he 
agreed to lend 4ool. upon it: This at firſt would not 
pleaſe the Gentleman, becauſe he pretended he was to 


pay 5aol. but the value of the Leaſe being counted and 


reckoned at no more than 600l. he was content at my 


Mlaſters perſuaſion to accept of 400l. upon that ſecurity, 


and my Maſter promiſed him to furniſh him with a 100l. 


more on his Bond of another perſon, a friend of his. 


Thus this buſineſs was made up, and an Aſſignment or 


Mortgage being made of this Leaſe, the Money was 


paid, and my Maſter, as I ſoon after underſtood, had 
350l. thereof, and the Gentleman Fol. and I was like- 
wiſe rewarded with twenty ſhillings, which the Gen- 
tleman gave me. Thus ſaid the Scrivener, was my 
Maſters firſt beginning in Cheating, which indeed was 
but ſmall in compariſon to thoſe many great ones which 
he ſoon after acted; of which you ſhall have an account 
in the next Chapter. | 1 
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He Diſcourſes cf ſeveral of his Mafters Cheats, whereby hz 
8 | gets his Eſtate. 24 


ITH this ſtock of 3501. my Maſter ſet up all his 
Knaveries, and being unwilling to venture it 
all in one bottom, he let 1001. of it in ſmall ſums to 
houſe-keepers, which they paid again by the week at 
leaſt 4ol. per cent. for the uſe of it; for if he lent five 
pound, they paid it by five ſhillings per week, and had 


but four pound ten ſhillings for their money, and my 


Maſter making the Bond in another man's name, he 
had commonly five ſhillings, and ſometimes ten, for 
Procuration, and I had # ſhilling or two: thus did he 
diſpoſe of ſome others he lent upon Commerce, which 
was thus : If he lent ten pound, he was to have fifteen 
pound for it on fuch a day, or the retern of ſuch a 
thip, which ſhould firſt happen; and though there was 
no ſuch a ſhip in the world came home, yet the time 
would come, and then it muſt be paid; and this being 
counted an adventure, he could take what intereſt he 
pleaſed, as it is cuſtomary with Merchants to venture 
upon Bottomrie; that is, on the bottom or keel of the 
ſhip, and then for ſecurity of payment of the money, 
though the ſhip ſhould miſcarry, they are wont to in— 
ſure it at the Inſurance- office; but my Maſter needed 
no ſuch charge or trouble for inſuring any ſhip, for he 
was ture the day would come, though we ſhip never 
did; and thus did he make forty or ſifty pound in the 
Eundred ; but ke being once bit and ſued in equity, af— 


: terwards 
* . 


terwards took a more ſtrict courſe, for he ſeldom lent 
any money thus but he would include in the condition 
of the Bond a warrant to confeſs a Judgment upon de- 
fault of payment: and to be ſure when the time came, 
and the money not paid, he filled his Bond, which was 
Warrant to confeſs Judgment, and thereby obtain a 
Scieri Facias, to take execution on body or goods of the 
debtor, who little dreamt thereof, and then he ſeized 
all the penalty, to the undoing of ſome ; and he ſeldom 
lent unto any, but he had two or three pound for ſecu- 
rity, and that he might not be blamed nor ſued, he 
made his Bonds and Judgments in the name of one 
Who was his confederate, and was a priſoner in the 
King's Bench, ſo that when the penalty was recovered 
it was to NO purpoſe to ſue him. And y degrees being 
now in credit, and having money of Puke perions to 
diſp ole of, 3 would ſeldom lend any but upon mort- 
gages, becauſe under the pretences of being paid for 
writings (which he would be fure to make large enough) 
he would ſometimes take five pound for procuring a 
hundred, and ſay, though indeed ſix per cent was as 
much as his friend the Uſurer would take, yet he was 
forced every ſix months to preſent him with ſomething 
that ſhould be equal to eight pound per cent. and that 
he was at charge not only to employ one at the firſt to 
enquire of the Security, but he was at the charge of 2 
Coach to go ſee the Eſtate, and then he will reckon ſo 
much for his pains, and ſo much for loſs of time, and 
ſo much for Writings, and ſo much for expences and 
expedition, and all this muſt be deducted out of the 
money : when the fix months come that the money is 
due, then he muſt have the intereſt, and ſo much for 
Continuation ; and this was a courteſy it he let them go 
ſo: but if the borrower came not, with the intereſt 
and Continuation-money, he had ſeveral ways to bring 
them in, for ſuddenly a Declaratzon of Ejectment was 
drawn up and deliv ered to the Tengnt or Tenants in 
M$ pofſeſſion 


1 94 9 
poſſeſſion of the premiſes, who being frightned at the 
matter, preſently goes to the Landlord; who ſenſible of 
the matter, ſends him to us. If this will not do, then 
an Officer is feed to enter an action againft the borrower 
who then is forced to come and comply upon diſadvcn- 
tageous terms; for after much intreaty, my Maiter may 
be perſuaded to diſcontinue it: the Intereſt money be- 
ing paid, as alſo Continuation- money, charge of Decla- 
rations of Ejectment (for which we will reckon five or 
ten ſhillings paid to an Attorney, though it were done 
by my Maſter, or me by his command) it may be twen- 
ty or forty ſhillings for the Arreſt, though it may be 
not above half a Crown was paid for it; and then there 
muſt be at leaſt twenty ſhillings to my Maſter for his 
pains, and if the borrower be not willing to pay all this 
charge, then will my Maſter fee an Attorney in earneſt, 
and proceed upon the Declaration of Ejectment, and in 
2 ſhort time get poſſeſſion of the Eflate: and thus put 
the, poor borrower to ten pound charge, and if he re- 
_ fuſe to pay this, he ſhall fair worſe; for although in 
Equity the Lender of the Money can hold the Premiſes 
no longer in his hands than till he is paid his debt, inte- 
reſt, and charges out of the rcnt, yet my Maſter will 


fo order the matter, that the borrower ſhall never have 


the eſtate again; for he will paſs it away to another, a 

Confederate, for the bare monty, intereſt, and charges 
that is due on it, or it may be, five or ten pound more; 
and this is all the poor burrower can get in Equity, 
which will colt him more the recovering than it is worth. 
Thus have me often had an Eſtate worth 200l. for only 
Fol. and Intereſt, and the poor borrower is forced to be 
quiet, not having Ty remedy. When an Eſtate is 
mortgaged to us, we ſeldom let it go out of our hands; 
for if the money lent. be not brought and paid juſt on 
the day, then we put the borrower off till the next fix 
months, refuſing to deliver up the Writings, and then 
it becomes fortcited, ſo that we force them to ſell it to 
| us, 
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us, or give extraordinary fees, to cauſe us to releaſe our 
Intereſt ; eſpecially if we diſcover it to be ſold to ano- 
ther, we refuſe to ſhe#.the Writings, and fo weary 
out the borrower with delays and pretences, &c. But 
this was but ſmall game, to what we after played, as I 
ſhall preſently tell you, for the 3 ol. being all put out 
in parcels, and though they often returned with profit 
enough, yet it was very hard to get 4ool. together to 
pay the money that was borrowed, for now it had been 
lent a year, and the Uſurer, though he hath never fo 
good ſecurity, yet he loves to ſee his money ſometimes, 
_ eſpecially when he deals with a ſtranger, as the man was 
as borrowed it; and though my Maſter might have 
cheated him of his money, yet he was unwilling fo to 
ive over, but proceed in his trade. which had gained 
im ſo muck ; therefore my Maſter upon ſearch and in- 
quixy, found that the ſame Company (whoſe Seal he 
had counterfeited) had a parcel of land in the Country, 
not far from London, which they had let to a wealthy 
Citizen, who had given over trading for ſome years, 
and now lived in the Country: my Maſter getting the 
particulars of this land ſoon makes a leaſe, and with the 
help of his Counterfeit Seal, makes it an authentic, ſo 
that without much trouble he procures 1000l. to be lent 
upon it by another Ufurer Who lived private, and the 
buſineſs was ordered, that the Uſurer was well enough 
content without ſeeing the Land: my Maſter gave his 
old Confederate 4ol. to perſonate the borrower, and 
then he paid in the 4ool. that was formerly borrowed, 
ſo that only he thereby engaged that the Uſurer to him, 
who now had fo good an opinion of my Maſter, that he 
ſoon made it up 1500l. and deſired him to procure him 
either good ſecurity, or a purchaſe for it : all which was 
done in a fair way, to the Uſurers content, and my 
Maſters profit: and thus did our trade increafe, my 
Maſter getting much money, and many a Crown, and 
half. piece came into my pocket; for he knowing that 1 
„ | | was 
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Vas privy to the firſt Cheat, did humour me very much 
and took his Son off from abuſing me, and cauſed eve- 
ry body that borrowed money to give me ſome gratuity 
for expedition, ſo that I had money enough, and the 
keeping of all my Maſters Caſh is committed to my 
charge : My Maſter had one rare contrivance lately, 
which I will tell you of whilſt it is in my mind; and 
thus it was, he had 2 Kinſwoman who had long lived 
with him, and ſome money he had of hers in his hands, 
which was a Legacy formerly given her by another. 
This Maid being courted by a Shopkeeper in way of 
Marriage, the match went forwards, and was agreed 
upon on theſe Terms; the Shopkeeper's Father was to 
give him 100l. in money, to put him into Stock, and 
my Maſter was to give his Kinſwoman Fol. this bei 
agreed on my Maſter takes the young man aſide, and 
thus diſcourſes him: Dung man, here have 1 agreed to give 
fifty pound with my Rinſrooman, which gains you a hundred 
pound of your Father, not] having nat reagy money by me, 
mus borrow this fifty pound, for which yoli muſt.be bound 
with me, and when it becomes due, I will pay it This I ſay 
you muſt do without acquainting your Father, and fo the þu: 
finefs ſhail be done, and I pray be a good Huſband, &'c. The 
young man ſoon conſented, the marriage was conſum- 
mated, and all things went well for awhile, byt within 
twelve months the young couple having run all out, 
my Maſter's Kinſwoman came again to her Uncle'to ac- 
quaint him with their condition, and delired his advice 
and aſlſiſtance; my Maſter was much troubled at this 
chance, for he expected the contrary, and intended to 
get back the gol. for which end he had the young man 
bound, that he might be forced to pay the money, when 
in a condition; but ſeeing it was otherwiſe, he conſider- 
ed the matter, and wiſhed her to ſend her huſband to 
him, and be patient, and make no words, and all 
ſhould be well: her huſband according to order came, 
and after ſeveral checks paſt for his ill huſbandry, he 

| . | aſked 


. 
alked Mm if his Father knew any ie of his condi- 


tion? no, ſaid the young man, I have kept it from his 
knowledge, and he thinks I thrive in the world, and is 
ge lad of it; well then faid my maſter, you know 1 gave 
fifty pounds, for which you was bound, and indeed it is 
full unpaid: now if you will be contented to pay that 
fifty pounds in, I will raiſe you two hundred pound, ſo 
that you ſhall have fifty pound more in ready money, 
and fee how good a haſband you will be. To this the 
young man gladly conſented, and my maſter ſoon after 
took an ' occafion to meet and drink with his father, 
and after ſome other diſcourſe, they jointly: talked of 
the young man's thriving in the world, and were both 
glad of the match and good huſbandry ; but ſaid my 
Maſter, now I think on it, there is now an opportunity 
of doing him much good if he had more money, and 
therefore you would do well to furniſh them, I ſhall 
not be backward, replied the Father, upon a good account 
therefore tell me the buſineſs: My Maſter thereupon |. 
told him, that with two hundred pound more he might 
be bravely fettled and furniſhed, for the Leaſe of his 
Houſe is to be fold, and J can get it for 109l. and that 
is a rich penny-worch, and the other rool. I would have 
him lay out in furniſhing his ſhop more plentifully, than 
now it is. Truly replied the old man, this would do 
well; but I have no money at preſent, neither if I had 
ſhould I be willing to part with any more than 100l. at 
a time; well for that ſaid my Maſter, if you pleaſe, I 
will manage the matter. 
Thus will I procure 20ol. for the young. man, nay, and 
I have ſo great a love for him, that 1 will be bound 
with him for it, and when it ſhall be due, you ſhall only 
ay. r00l. of the money, and your Son the other : To 
this the old man after ſome pauſe, and a little confide- 
ration conſented, the buſineſs was done, and the money 
paid. My Maſter indeed being acquainted wi ich the 


Landlord of the young man's houſe, gained 3 leaſe Of it 
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for 80l. and made the young man allow a 10vl. and de- 
ducting the pol. he had formerly given him, he gave 
him the other 5ok Thus had my Maſter his 5ol. again, 
and 20l. for his pains in the buſineſs. When the mo- 
ney became due, my Maſters confederate the Uſurer, in 
whoſe name the Bond was made, demanded. the money 
of the young man, where there was none to be had ; 
and the old man was willing to pay only 4100l. of it AC- 
cording to contract, where ſhall I have the reſt, ſaid the 
Uſurer? why truly aid the old man, if my Son cannot, 
pay you then let his wife's Uncle, meaning my Maſter : 
But courſe was ſoon taken otherwiſe, and my Mafter be- 
ing firſt and principle in the bond, made no more ado, 
but confeſſed Judgment, and thereupon execution was 
taken out againſt . all, but only upon the old man, 
who was forced to pay all the money. Thus my Maſter, 
by being Principle in the Bond faved himſelf, regained 
the ofty pound he had formerly lent, and gained 29), 
beſides making of Writings, and this {aid he, will ſerve 
to help my Kinſwoman when I ſee occaſion. . 1 have 
heard him with good attention, and conſidering with 
mylelt my own petty Roguerics, and how inconſiderable 
they were in compariſon of what he had related to me, 
could not but burſt out into admiration, and told him, 
that I faw the world was an abſolute cheat: and now 1 
find that ſaying to be verified which I had often heard, 
That the world conſiſted but of two forts, Knaves ad 
Fools, and that the one lived by out- Witting and cheat- 
ing the other; and if there were any honeſt men, they 
were ſuch as only lived a contemplative life, and dealt 
not in this world; their whole thoughts being taken up 
in the contemplation of another: Truly, reply'd the 
8 if you had known fo much as I of all ſorts 
of people, (for we deal with people of all qualities and 
profeſ: Bons) you would conclude ſo indeed: and as the 
poor man's ability will not carry him high enough to 
cheat ſo much at firſt, ſo he attempting it, and being 
diſcovered 
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Aleovered, is quite loſt: but if a rich man or any who 
had fucceſs in Knavery ſets upon it to get an eſtate, it is 
ſoon compaſſed, and the folly and eaſineſs of many ho- 
neſt borrowers, enriches the Knaviſh lender. Thus we 
both concluded, as ſufficiently evidenced by the exam- 
ples he hid-given me: and therefore I deſired him to 
F which he did 1 in this manner. | 


— 
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| LY reds in dt er ſeveral 928 derable Cheats of bis | 
© Mafters, whereby he grows very rich; alſo ſome Cheats of 
His own, and ſo concludes, 5 


«5 Maſter (continued the Scrivener) being now 
poſſeſſed of a thouſand pound in ready money, 
there fell out an opportunity of good advantage (nw I 
have obſerved it, that there is no loſs, but profit enou 
to be gained in keeping 5ool. always in readineſs in 1 
eſpecially in our trade, where ſo many offers for fale 
of Land and Houſes are daily made). The Landlord of 
my Maſters houſe was lately dead, and his Son and hair 
being a wild blade, ſoon ſpent all the ready money his 
Father left him, and all the debts he could well get in, 
and now to ſelling of ſome of his houſes he muſt go, 
and my Maſter known to be a monied man, and a Scri- 
vener, was thought to be the beſt cuſtomer : He there- 
fore propounds borrowing of 5ool: but my Maſter be- 


ing now poſſeſſed of a round ſum, and hoping to have 
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à good penny-worth, was very willing -to buy. The 
young man and ſome friends were W and could 


not agree upon terms, and my Maſter at laſt conſents 
to lend the money, provided he may have a Mortgage 
of all that Eſtate in that place, which amounted to 200l. 
per ann. which was worth 3oool. and ſaid he, you ſhall 
not need to make me an abſolute aſſignment or ſale of 
it, only a Leaſe at a Pepper-corn-a year for 21 years: 
But to confirm it, and for a collateral ſecurity, you muſt 
give me a Statute Staple, to which our young man and 
his friends conſented. The Leaſe was made, and a Sta- 
tute for 1000l. entered into it, and the money paid and 
lent for fix months only. The noiſe of this, and my 
"Maſters other trading, brought him into great eſteem 
both with lenders and borrowers, ſo that his name be- 
ing up, he may he in bed till noon, and yet get money 
enough. A purchaſe of Landin the country was offer- 
e, and my Maſter bought it for 1500l. of which he 
* borrowed upon a Leaſe of part of it. The ſix months 
quickly came about, wherein his young Landlord was 
to pay the 5ool. but (according to my Maſters expeRa- 
tion) he failed, and then it was to be ſold, my Maſter 
agreed to give 2500l. for it, and ſo they ſtruck up a bar- 
gain, pool. he had received before, 1o000l. he made a 
ſhift to borrow upon the Mortgage of the Land he had 
lately purchaſed ; (for, though as I told you he had 
borrowed 5ool. of the money when he purchaſed the 
Land, and gave a mortgage of part of it for ſecurity, 
yet he keeping the principal Writings in his hands, con: 
cealed that mortgage, and now borrowed 1000l. more of 
it) cool. more he raiſed in ready money of his own, 
Which was 2900l. and for the other '5o00l. the remainder 
of the 2500l. his young Landlord took his Bond. for the 
money, not queſtioning his fecurity for 5o3l. that could 
pay 2000. ready money, neither indeed had he occa- 
ſion as yet for it. "this being concluded, the money 
being paid, and writing ſcaled, my Maſter would not 
1 | remeniber 
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remember to give up the Statute he had for 1000l. but 


hae had another now for 5000l. for ſecurity of his bar- 


gain, and the young man never ſo much as deſired a 
Defeaſance upon the Statute, but mark what followed: 
The youngſter in a ſhort time, keeping riotous Com- 
pany, waſted his body as well as purſe, died, and his 
younger Brother ſeized upon his eſtate that was un- 
ſpent: and amongſt other things, on my maſters Bond 
of Fool. and ſoon after demanded it, though my maſter 
at firſt was nonplus'd, yet he ſoon bethought him of 
away how to diſcharge and acquit himſelf of it, and 
thereupon returned this anſwer. It is very true, your 
Brother and I had much. dealings, and I did give him 
ſuch a Bond, which I am ready to pay to his Executor, 
which you tel me you are, provided you pay me what 
_ He Hkewiſe owed unto me; why, replyed the young 
man, did he owe you any money? yes, {aid my maſter; 
and whereas you produce a Bond, which indeed is a 
very good ſpecialty, I ſhall produce ſomewhat that is 
higher, and indeed the higheſt ſecurity that can be 
given for any debt; and that is a Statute Staple : and 
thereupon he produced one Statute firſt, that was given 
for 1000l. upon borrowing of the 5ool. nay, but ſaid 
the young man, I ſuppoſe that this was part of the 
money that was for the purchaſe of your dwellinghouſe 
and others; for that, ſaid my maſter, I can ſhew you 
a particular receipt for all the money under his hand and 
feal, and alſo a general acknowledgment in the Deed of 
onveyance: therefore this money I muſt have you pay 
me firſt, and afterwards I ſhall talk with you further; 
what do you mean by further talk ſaid the young man? 
why, ſaid my maſter, I mean to have of you all that 
your Brother owed me, which is much more than you 
think of; for he and I had great dealings together for 
greater ſums of money than all this, as I ſhall further 
ſhew you; and thereupon he produced the ſecond Sta- 
tute, which was for 50opl. This demand of my A 
N 2 ſo 
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ſo vexed * young man, that he departed, and ſoon 
began his courſe at Law againſt my Maſter, but he took 
a wrong ſow by the ear, for he finding whereabouts he 
intended on his two Statutes, was too quick for this 
youngſter, and gained a Liberate, which he delivered 
to the Sheriff, who ſerved it on all the Eſtate- of the 
deceaſed, fo that by this means all that was unſpent of 
bis brothers eſtate (amounted in Land to the value of 
_ $099]. came to my Maſters hands, and yet he ſays he is 
unſatisfied : and the young man the brother of the de- 
ceaſed, cannot help it- for by this means he is bereft of 
his eſtate to go to Law: and when money and means is 
- wanting, friends are ſcarce ; beſides, I know. not how 
he can avoid it, his brother not having taken 2 Defea- 
ſance, as he ought to have done. Here was 2 matter 
worth playing the Knave for, and would induce ſome 


men to leave off: but my Maſter had ſo good ſucceſs in 


his proceedings, that he is reſolved to proceed in them, 
The money that he borrowed on all the Mortgages, 
both counterfeit Leaſes and others, he ſoon paid of and 
yet left himſelf worth above three hurt pounds per 
ann. and money in his purſe, Thus having a good el- 
tate, and now being full of employment, both for buy- 
ing, ſelling, borrowing, and lending: he always keeps 
a good Bank of money. If any purchaſe of Land come 
at twelve or thirteen years purchaſe, he buyes it, be- 
caufe he knows of a cuſtomer that will give fifteen or 
fixteen, And thus he will gain 50ol. in a weeks time. 
We ately had one bufineſs worth all the reſt, and which 

hath now made him weary of getting money. A 
Knight having a Lordſhip in the Country worth 2000], 
per ann. comes firſt to hs money, and grants a 
Leaſe and Statute upon the borrowing of 2000l. this my 
Maſter lent himſelf of his own money, the Knight 
within a month or two being to marry a daughter, 
wants 2000l. more, which was likewiſe promiſed on the 
fame ſecurity : by this time my Maſter was ſomewhat 
grain 
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drained of his ready money and knowing that the 
Knight would ſoon be with him again, he caſts about 
how to raiſe more; which thus he does, he borrows 
150. upon a leaſe of part of his purchaſe of his dwel- 
linghouſe and others, and kzeps the grand Writings in 
his hands; he borrows 1000l. on his Land in the coun- 
try, and another party he borrows 1 500l. more 
Leaſe of part of his purchaſe of his — 


others, keeping ſtill the grand Writings in his hands: 


and thus having 8000l. ready money, he goes to the 
Knight, and upon treaty, agrees to give him 32000l, 
for his eſtate, which price being concluded on, he bor- 
rows 2000], upon his dwellinghouſe and others, and 
then parts with the grand Writings, ar.d Covenants that 
Eſtate is free of Incumbrances, though he had twice 
Mortgaged it in part: and thus having raiſed 10, oool, 
he borrows 12,000l. more upon part of the new pur- 
chaſe, and the Knight is contented to take the other 
10,000]. in full of the purchaſe, at two fix months, 
and only takes my Maſters Bond: this was lately ſettled 
and agreed upon, and all writings made, and I doubt 
the Knight will come ſhort of his money ; for my 
Maſter hath ſo many Statutes which the Knight never 
dreams of, having ſtill given them without taking De- 
feaſances, that I believe he will be cut off from his debt, 
and ſo muſt the Uſurer that lent my Maſter che 1 2, 00l, 
upon a Mortgage of part of his new Lordſhip; for my 
Maſter being reſolyed to make this a piece of Wit, a and 
to do his utmoſt to cheat them all, did the next day af: 
ter the Purchaſe was made, and Writings ſealed, cauſed 
us tolit up all night, and make an ahſolute bargain and 
Hale of all that his new purchaſe to two Friends in truſt, 
for the uſe of his children, ſo that the Uſurer who lent 
| his 12,000l. had not his Writings of Aſſignments ſeal- 
ed till a Week or ten days after, and when the time 
comes for payment, he may be cheated of all, and my 
Maſter being Matter of an eſtate of 2000]. per ann. may 
Ve 
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live and laugh at them all for their credulity; for he 

hath ſo ordered it, that the Law cannot touch the eſ- 
tate, it may only reach his perſon, and as for that, we 
know it is but a King's Bench matter, and there he may 
all his life time, and ſpend like a Lord, and when he 
dies, his Debts are paid, and his eſtate goes to his chil- 
dren, But if he hath ſucceſs for two or three more 
ſuch jobs as this laſt, he needs not do ſo, but leave the 
cheat to the laſt caſt, and grow infinitely rich, as 1 
queſtion not but he will. 5 

Thus ſaid eur Scrivener, have I given you an account 
of my Maſters way to get money, and I have nat been 
without mine: he would many times permit me to 
cheat a little, becauſe J aſſiſted him, and was privy 
to his concerns. I have one way that brings me in 20 
or 30 pound per ann. for all Deeds of bargain and ſale 
are to be enrolled in ſix months after the date, either 
in Chancery, if it be Land or Houſes out of London; or 
in Grildhall, if within London, or the Liberties thereof; 
and I was once. forced to trot to Chancery-lane four or 
five times for one Deed, before I could get it done, and 
when it was done, all that was to be ſeen on the Deed, 
was, Inrolled ſach a Day and year in Chancery, per me, 
one TO x 8 

I ſeeirg that, learned to write the Hand they uſe in 
Endorſing, and for the future only Writ it myſelf on 
the backſide to ſnew our Clients, and that was ſufficient 
for not one in a thouſand is ſearched for, and this is 
only done in caſe the Deed be loſt, ſo that now I have 
got the trick on't to write on the backfide myſelf, and 
put that money the Regiſter ſhould have, into my own 
pocket, and that is a pretty quantity, for an indifferent 
Deed comes to 20s. at ſo much per Roll. Forty other 
ways have I to get money, and indeed, I need not in- 
vent ways, for our Trade 1s ſo great for Procuration 
and Continuation, and ſuch like, that I get money 
enough, more than I can well tell how to ſpend, 85 
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I will now conclude, only tell you a Story or two, 
how I have initiated myſelf in this Art of Knavery, for 
my time being ſuddenly to expire, I thought it neceſſa- 
Ty to try ſome expedients, how I might live hereafter, 
when I came to be for myſelf; and knowing that my 
Maſter could not do any thing at firſt, without a con- 
federate (ſomebody to help and aſſiſt him) I procured 
the like: We had many indigent perſons came to bor- 
row money, ſome Gentlemen, others decayed and de- 
caying Citizens, amongſt the reſt a Maſter of a ſhip, 
who had made ſo many broken Voyages, that he could 
make no more, for he had wearied all his Friends with 
holding parts of Ships with him to their great loſs ; but 
he holding to the Proverb, That a Seaman is never broken 
till his neck is broken, was reſolved to try his Fortune 
once more, and had now with the help of Friends made 
a ſhift to buy an old Barque of near zoo tons, in which 
he was minded to go to Sea, partly as a man of War, 
and to bring prohibited Goods from France. This man 
was an earneſt Suiter to borrow an hundred pounds 
upon Bottomry, or any ways, to victual and fit his ſhip; 
I finding him ingenious, after ſome conference with 
him, and he being willing for any andertaking, we 
concluded to go halt ſnips in the Voyage, and I would 
furniſh him with money to his content : I ſoon perſuad- 
ed an eaſy Friend of mine who had more money than 
wit, to lend our Captain an hundred pounds, promiſ- 
ing him great profit, and indeed he was to have fifty in 
the hundred for that Voyage, which was to be ſiniſhed 
in two months, and I told him he might enſure his mo- 
ney at the Inſurance-Office, which he did accordingly. 
Our Captain being turniſhed with 100l. of the Uſurer, 
I made bold with a hundred pound more of my maiters, 
which could not ſoon be milied out of the Cath, and 
with this the ſhip was ſo bravely fitted and provided 
with all neceſſaries, that he was offered Fright eucugh. 
At laſt he concluded with ons to bring aver iome ricle 
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Goods, and the times being dangerous at Sea, by rea- 
ſon of men of war at ſea, he enfured 500l. upon the 
Chi 218 
The enſurers knowing that the man who had enſured 

was a fubſtantial . miſtruſted nothing; but 

likewiſe enſured five hundred pounds more to the cap- 
tain, becauſe he had laid out much in fitting the ſhip, 
and did it as he pretended for the ſatisfaction of the 
owners. All things being thus fitted, and our captain 
leaving the policy of enſuranee with me, put out to ſea, 
arrived at his port, received the goods on board, but 
having a parcel of truſty blades with him, and ſome 
. who had ſhares in the purchaſe, he puts the beſt part 
of the merchandize on board of a finall barke he had 
hired for that*purpoſe, and that being ſent aſhore to 
another port he ſoon after ran her aſhore in ſuch a place 
2s he was not likely to get her off, and there ſhe periſh- 
ed, he and his companions getting on ſhore with ſome 

{mall matters of goods in their long: boat: he being 

arrived on ſhore, ſoon writ to me how he had ſped, and 

I being acquainted with the enſurers, perſuaded them to 

pay me the money he had enſured ſirſt upon fome ſmall 

rebate; and he on the other ſide ſelling the merchan- 
dize on ſhore, put it into other commodities and ſent 
them home, and he came himſelf as a diſtreſſed paſſen- 
ger, and here the enjurers paid for all: ſuch bouts as 
theſe they ſometimes met with, and that fo often, that 
when a merchant enſured, he had need to enſure on 
the enſurers. „ | 5 AN 
When our captain came home, we privately met and 
ſhared our profit, and by this I gained two hundred 
ounds for my ſhare, and this was a good beginning; 
and though I ventured to ſea, yet there was lefs riſque 
than my maſter underwent in his firſt attempt in coun- 
terfeiting a companics ſeal ; for ſhould he have been 
diſcovered, ſorrow would have been his fops. I have 

now and then had five and ten pounds given me at a 

| time 
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time for altering a Will, and putting in more as a Le- 

gay to one than the Teſtator intended, and this I 
would venture on without much hazard, if the Tefta« 
tor were lick or dead. My Maſter once made a Will, 
and inſtead of another, made himſelf Executor, and I 
and one more of the Confederacy were witneſſes to it, 
by this means he gained near 3ool. | 
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I have often times had a piece or two given the to 
make Writings in favour of one more than another; 
for in a Leaſe, if Rent reſerved be one hundred pound 
per ann. and there be no Covenant for payment of the 
Rent, when either of the parties die, if any Rent be 
behind due to the Leſſee, it cannot be recovered by the 
| Executors, Adminiſtrators, and Aſſigns; and it hath 
been uſual in all ancient Leaſes, to Leave that Covenant 
out as needleſs, but now people are grown wiſer by ex- 
perience. „ | = =” 
In Arbitration between parties, there is much cun« 
ning and knavery to be uſed, in drawing up an Award 
or final End ; for the Scrivener, if he be a Friend to, 
or favour either of the parties, ſhall do it ſo as that it 
fhall be void, or not authentic, or not obliging to one 
of the parties, and yet the Arbitrators who are com- 
monly honeſt harmleſs men, think they have done 
their buſineſs, when as they have only made Work for 
Laws... - [ic 

In Counter Bonds there may be much partiality uſed 
as alſo in Letters of Attorney, only putting in his uſe, 
for my uſe, entitles the Attorney to receive all to his 
own uſe without any account; and ſuch a thing as this 
is often ſlipt over, or not underſtood, and many a good 
piece and half. piece comes into our pockets in a year 
for theſe actions. 

It was like to go very hard with one of my Maſters 
acquaintance not long ſince, for he being Killed in coun- 
terfeiting of hands, did very Artificially counterfeit a 
Citizens hand (with whom - had ſome ſmall dealing) 
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to a Bond of 400ol. to pay 200l. with Intereſt at a day, 
and when the time came he aſked him before ſome com- 
pany to pay him that money that he then owed him': 
Yes, ſaid the Citizen, I ſhall do it next week, meaning 
2 ſmall ſum which he did directly owe him, and did 
then pay him, hut the other then telling him of his 
Bond of 4ool. and the Citizen directly denying of it, a 
ſuit was commenced, and the = was had at the 
King*s Bench Bar in Weſtminſter all, where the Inno- 
cent Citizen (ſeeing the confidence of the Witneſſes, and 
indeed his own hand, as he ſuppoſed, to the Bond, 
which he could not deny, but it was ſo, or very like) 
having nothing to ſay, in a paſſion cryed out in open 
Court, to defire God to revenge his Cauſe, for he was ut- 
terly and abſolutely wronged. This being ſo ſolemnly pro- 
teſted, made not only the Judge, but the Jury a little 
more inquiſitive into the matter than ordinary, and 
called for ſome papers to compare the hand with other 
of his hand-writing, but no difference could be found 
therein. The Bond thus paſling about to every, one of 
the Jury, one of them viewing the Bond more narrow- 
ly than ordinary, craved leave of the Judge to be dif- 
charged of his place as a Juryman, and to be admitted 
and fworn as a Witneſs ; for my Lord, ſaid he, I can 
ſay ſomewhat to the matter. This his requeſt was aſ- 
ſented to, and he being ſworn, began 1 in this manner, 
My Lord, this Bond here in Court is pretended to be made, 
fealed, and delivered nine months fence, when, ny Lord, this 
paper ⁊ rohereon it is zwrittcn, hath not been in England above 
four months. How do you Know that? faid my Lord. 
The Juryman replyed, My Lord, I am'a Stationer or Pa- 
er-ſeller, and ta all Paper there are ſeveral Marks, whercby 
we know and diſtinguiſh them; As Pot, Piller, Crown, Car- 
_ dinaÞs Arms, Sc. And my Tar this being ſuch a ſort of 
Paper, was mage by a young man in France, whoſe mark is 
here, and none of it came over till within theſe four menth-. 


At this the Judge was latisfied, all people wondred, the 
| | Defendant 


( 


Peleadund rejoiced, and the Plaintiff with kis Swearers, 
were forced to ſneak out of the Court, and could not 

preſently be heard of. | 
l once was called to make a Will, and the party lying 
ſpeechleſs, another there preſent dictated to me, telling 
me, that the ſick man he was ſure would conſent to 
what he ſaid, which I believing, proceeded and finiſh- 
ed the Will, but when I came to have him to ſign it, I 
ſaw that he was dead: well, ſaid the party that dictat- 
ed, if you will be ruled by me, this Will ſhall ſtand, 
and yet nobody forſwear themſelves, and faid he to 
me, you ſhall have a good rewyrd for your conſent ; 
whereupon, faid he, read the Will, ſo I did : well, faid 
he, you ſee the party doth not at all contradict what is 
here written, and now he ſhall ſet is Hand and Seal 
thereto, which he did by guiding the dead man's hand : 
now, faith he, if you be queſtioned, you may fafely 
ſwear that you read the Will to kim, and he conſented, 
or at leaſt did not contradict, and that you ſaw him 
with his own hand, Sign, Seal, and deliver the ſame. 
Well Sir, ſaid I, 74 you are content, I am, and there- 
upon he gave me the promiſed reward, I ſubſcribed as 
2 Witneſs, and left him, who ſoon after by Virtue of 
this Will, poſſeſſed himſelf of the Eſtate. 

I could tell you thouſands of theſe Cheats, and in- 
deed, as one ſaid, there is more miſchief done with a 
daſh of the pen, than with any thing elſe in the way of 
Knavery and Cheating. Thus did our Scrivener con- 
clude his diſcourſe, and we calling for another Pint of 
Wine and a Faggot, drank and warmed ourſelves, and 
ſo for that time parted, 
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The Bookſellers Prentice gives an account of his Maſters firſt 
Tricks in Cheating, by Printing Books that were other 
rr 


FTER this Conference with the Scrivener, I went 
home, and as he told me, my ſaying to my Ma- 

ſer, that I had been with him, was ſufficient, ſo I 
found it; for I was aſked no more queſtions, but went 
to bed, and there did I recolle& to myſelf, all that he 
Had that evening told me : and though I could not per- 


fectly remember the ſeveral terms of Art he uſed, as 


Judgment, Execution, Scire Facias, Statute, Procura- 
tion, and Continuation, &c. Yet I was ſenſible of their 
meaning, and did very much wonder, how any man 
could fleep being guilty of ſo many Crimes as he and 
His Maſter were ; yet I found that they flept the better, 
or at leaſt fared the better by reaſon of their great 
wealth; and then did I compare my forepaſt life to 
what I had heard of them, and it was not worth men- 
tioning ; ſo that from that time, I had a more charita- 
ble opinion for myſelf than formerly, and fince I had 
To good ſucceſs with my Scrivener, I was reſolved to be 
2 little more intimate with the reſt of the Society, eſ- 
pecially the Bookſeller, that I might know how he gain- 
ed his money, and the next day I had my deſire, for 
meeting him abroad, we went to an Ale-houſe, and 
there did I diſcover my yeſterday's actions with the 
Scrivener, ard thereby induced him to make me this 
na _mu wt 

. Truly 


(n 


Truly Brocher (for ſo we cal'ed one another) yan 
have told me wonders, though ſo admirabl-, that 1 
could not have thought ſo much craity knavery could 
have been committed by any man breathing, though I 
gi believe that there was more than I underſtood, hav- 

ing always heard that it was a danderous thing to 
ſqueeze Wax, and that Scriveners in general were cun- 
ning fellows, but that any man out of nothing ſhould 
by tricks and ſubtile contrivances, gain to himſelf fo 
great an Eſtate, and yet not run into the compaſs of 
the Law, but now I ſee the Proverb verified, Nothing 
venture, nothing haus, and that a blot is no blot till it be his, 
and give a man luck and throw him into the Sea. And al- 
though I have thought my Maſter a man cunning and 
crafty enough, and did believe that he who deals in 
Books could not be out-witted, yet I ſee that a piece of 
Parchment with a Seal to it, 1s better than a great 
many Books, nay, than 2 whole Impreſſion : but that I 
may give you ſome ſatisfaction in which you deſire, I 
ſhall proceed in my Diſcourſe, and though I cannot tell 
you ſo many, nor ſo profitable contrivances as you have 
related to me, yet thoſe of our calling deſerve not ta 
go much behind, and we de our utmoſt good will to 
cheat, though it turns not to ſo good an account. 

My Maſter when I came Prentice, had but a ſmall 
| ſtock of Books, and thoſe were all in his Shop, with 
- which, together with ſome Paper, Parchment, Pens, 
and ſuch like Stationers ware, he made a ſhift to pick 
up an indifferent livelihood; but he being of a reach- 
ing brain, and ſeeing there were very rich people, ſuch 
as gained great Eſtates, and lived bravely of the fame 
trade, he made it is buſineſs to enquire into their way: 
the moſt ſorts of Books that we ſold were Teſtaments, 


Pſalters, Grammers, Accidences, and ſuch Books as we 


call Priviledged ware, and indeed were printed for the 

Company in general, and to be had of ſome of the 

11 or en of the Company, at the Wo, 
an 


(2 ) 
and though our profit was but ſmall, as not above ad. 
in the ſhilling, yet it was a certain commodity, and the 


fale fure; whereas other Books, either of Divinity, 
Hiſtory, &c. were not ſo certain, though more profita- 


ble, as bringing 4d. in the ſhilling profit, and thus did 
we continue buying Books of other Bookſellers, as we 


were aſked for them, and had occaſion; my Maſter 


commonly keeping to one man, becauſe he could there 
be truſted and furnithed with any Book he wanted, it 


happened that a new Book being Printed, a ſmall thing 
of about 4 or 5 ſheets of paper; it ſold ſo well, that 


my Mafter went often for them to his wonted place 4 


one time they had none of them left, but defiring my 
Mafter to ſtay, they would ſend for ſome, which -my 
Maſter did, Khir the Meſſenger came back without any, 
and brought w -ord that he ſhould not have any more 
of them upon account or exchange, for he now held 
them at ready money, and that he muſt have, or he 
would part from none; well then, ſaid my Maſter, I 
will go thither and buy ſome myſelf, no ſaid the Maſter 
of the ſhop, you ſhall not need, Ple ſend for ſome this 
once with ready money, and you ſhall have them cheaper 
of me, than of him, and ſo he did, and he received 
them, and teld me, that if he wanted any more, he 
could be well ſerved with them in 3 or 4 days, and the 
other had been better not to have ſerved him ſo; but 
the Book ſelling very well, all my Maſters were gone 
that night, and I went myſelf to the Bookſeller who 
printe them for ſome, which I had ; but the next day 
I went again, he had none, and told me, that I could 
not have any in a weeks time. I acquainted my Maſter 
herewith, who being called upon for ſome of them, 
went to his old place to ſee if they had any, they told 
him they had none at preſent, but to-morraw he might 
have what number he pleaſed; accordingly the next 


day I went, and brought 50 of them with me; and 


then my Maſter (beginning to ſuſpeck that which he af- 
terwards 


we oyold 4 — had . ell at 
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terwards found out) ſent me to the Bookſellers who. 
printed them, and he had none, therefore he then con- 
claded, that the Bookſeller with whom he was wont to 
deal, had printed them, though they were none of is 
Copy, at which he wondred; for the greater ſort of 
Bookſellers did uſe to inform us, that it was a moſt hei- 
nous crime to print another man's Copy, ſo that I think, 
this was the firſt time that my Maſter diſcovered this 
Myſtery, for the Book continuing to ſell, we ſold in our 
| ſhop above 500 of them; ſo that my Maſter beginning 
to conſider with himſelf, reckoned that he had paid to 
his Dealer above 5]. for theſe Pamphlets, and yet got 
very well by them too: therefore, not long after com- 
ing into the Company of a Printer, he aſked what it 
would coſt to print 2000 of a Book of 5 ſheets of paper, 
the Printer replied, 1ol. by this my Maſter gueſſed that 
his Dealer had gained half in half by him, for he had 
paid for 500 half what 2000 would coſt. But how 
comes it, ſaid my Maſter, that ſome or other do not 
print their Copies, as Teſtaments, Pſalters, &c. As for 
that, ſaid the Printer, it is very dangerous, for if they 
were taken, it belonging to the whole Company, they 
would be ſure to ſeize on it, and fue the offender ; be- 
ſides, the Books are too big for every one to venture on, 
and will lie too long in hand a doing; but ſometimes 
ſach things are done, but in another way, as I can tell. 
'Thus ended my Maſter and the Printer their Diſcourſe 
of this matter, and my Maſter deſired the Printer to 
call on him ſometimes, and he would drink with him, 
and it may be have ſome employment for him, and thus 
they parted. My Maſter now underftanding thus much 
of his trade, more than formerly, was refolved it ſhould 
not be long ere he were doing ſomething : thus. pon- 
dering 1n his mind, he could not tell what deſign to be- 
gin with, for we ſold little but Pr iviledged Ware, ant 
thoſe it was dangerous medling w ith, neither would 


my Maſters Stock reach to any thing conſiderable ; —— 
Exit 
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i aft reſolving to play at ſmall game rather than land out, | 
he bethought himſelf and reſolved to print the A B C, . 
a little childs book of a ſheet of paper-: he knew not 
then what Printer to truſt, for he durſt not make uſe of 
the former, leſt he ſhould acquaint his Dealer; but it 
was not long ere he light upon one fit for his purpoſe, 
and to work he went, my Maſter ſending i in paper, and 
fo they were printed, dehvered, and paid for, but when 
my Maſter had them, he Enew not how to diſpoſe of 
them, leſt he ſhould be caught; but that he might have 
the better pretence, he went and bought zoo of them 
of his Dealer, and ſo laying them by, fold bis own, and 
being acquainted with a Primer-binder, he got him to 
exchange with him for Primers, and fuch like ſmall 
books, he was rid of moſt-of them to his great profit, 
for he gained, as I have heard him fay, above gl. by 
that job, which was a deal of money, and by this means 
his ſhop was better turniſhed with ſmall books and pa- 
er, and now he had good credit with the Paper Mer- 
chant, which before he could not have. Not long after, 
the Printer who printed the A B C, came to him and 
acquainted him, that if he would venture a matter of 
10l. he might be concerned in printing of a book that 
would turn to a good account, and 20l. may be got by 

the bargain : he having had fach good ſucceſs in the laſt, 
ventures upon this: it was a Sermon that then fold ve- 
ry well, and he had another partner, and my Maſter 
having ſome money by him, -and pretty good credit at 
the Paper Merchants, he found paper, and the other 
paid for printing, and at two places it was done in a 
Weck; my Maſter putting them out in London to the 
| Mercuries and others at one penny a piece lefs than the 
ordinary rate, and his partner dealing with Country- 
chapmen, ſent good ſtore away into the Country, and 
thus, though this was another man's Copy, they ſold 

all their books in a ſhort time, and gained 25l. a piece. 
This was a good beginning, ſaid I to the Bookiellr and 
| did 


| ( 115 ) | 
I did not think your trade had been fo profitable, but 
now I believe, that theſe courſes being proſecuted ; a 
conſiderable Eſtate may be gained in a ſhort time. 
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The Relater with the Scrivener and Bookſeller and their 
Menc hes, being merry in a Tavern, fall out with other 


Company, and are ſent by an Alderman to the Counter. 
The Relater in revenge, cheats the Alderman of his Scar- 
let Gown, which is converted into Peticoats for the three 


. Wenches. , 


HAVING thus gained an intimate acquaintance with 


all theſe my Brother-Clubbers, did ſet forth my. 
own good parts ; and they having been open with me 
in the diſcovery of their manner of living, and how 


they furniſhed themſelves with money even to ſuper- 
fluity, I was as free to them in relating many actions o 
my forepaſſed life; by which means they found me the 

more fit for their Society: and I having paſled throuſ h 
a variety of conditions, as having been of ſeveral traces, 


and informing them of ſeveral myſterious cheats v hich 


I had performed in them, they all took a very great . 


liking to me; but there was none whom I ſo much af- 


fected as the Scrivener and Bookſeller, b:caufe I found 


them the beſt ftored with money; and I often accom- 


panied them to their Wenches, where we had extraor- 


dinary treatment, and ſuch Company as exceeded _ 
; 19. i ; | * 
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the reſt; for I had my Laſs as well as they; and though 
I'paid nothing of the reckoning yet my Wench was of- 
ten as well provided for as theirs ; for F furniſhed her 
with Cloaths equal to. any of them, and then the leſs 
money ſerved their turn. We three being one night at 
i Tavern with our Wenches, where we paſſed a win- 
ter's evening in their pleaſing ſociety, our ſpirits being 
ratfed with Wine, and the harmony of Mufic joined to 
our Ladies voices, in which they all three were very 
excellent. - It happened that their harmony begot a de- 
fire in the people in the next Room to be attentive to 
our Muſic : the Scrivener deſiring his Lady to ling 2 
particular new Song alone, ſhe conſented, and perform-_ 
ed it very well, with good applauſe :. one perſon in the 
next room, who had given attention thereto, and had 
lately been in company with the ſinger, knowing her 
voice, was reſolved by one means or other to fee and 
drink with her; and thereupon leaving his Company, 
he came into our Room, and civilly aſking leave, ſalut- 
ed the Ladies, and took acquamtance with the Scrive- 
ners miſtreſs : ſhe being ſomewhat diſpleaſed, in a ſhort . 
time took occaſion to tell her friend the Scrivencr that 
ſhe was much troubled at this accident, and deſired his 
favourable interpretation of this action, for ſhe aſſured 
him, ſhe only knew this perſcm as a retainer to the 
115 where ſhe lodged, he coming to another Lady 
there, and not to her; 2nd ſhe defired him, if he 
+ thought fit, to affront and chaſtiſe him for. this his un- 
mannerly intruſton. Her friend the Scrivencr being 
thus informed by his Lady, called me and the Book. 
fer on one fide, and acquainted us with the matter; 
{> that we ſuddenly reſolved to rid ourſelves of this bold 
intruder : when we returned to the fire where we left 
our unwelcome gueſt and the women, we found him 
toying with them and a little more bold then they or 
we were willing to permit of; therefore we gave him 
fome angry words, which he being 2 bluff fellow. re- 
>, „„ . 
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torted, and we ſtriving to force him out of the Room, 
he ſingle as he was ſet upon us all, to the great affright- 
ment cf the Women, who now beginning to ſquak out, 
our noiſe occaſioned the reſt of our Gueſts Companions 
who were in the next room to come into ours, and there 
ſeeing their friend ſet on by us three, which indeed 
was odds, they fell on us to his aſſiſtance: many blows 
were not exchanged, before the maſter of the houſe 
and others entered the room; but all they could do, 
could not part us, ſo eager we were in defending, as 
we thought, the honour of our Ladies; ſo that the 
Conſtable was ſent for, and we all ſeized on ; but re- 
fuſing to be obedient, he forthwith cauſed us to be con- 
ducted to the Juſtice, who was an Alderman-that lived 
not far off; we being brought before his Worſhip, be- 
ing as yet hot with Wine as anger, could not agree in 
our ſtory, nor the occaſion of our quarrel ; but glad 
we were when we faw that our Ladies had ſlipt away, 
as indeed it was but time (for had they gone with us, I 
doubt Bridewe!! would have been their Lodging, and 
they ſhould have had rapping cheer), They having 
thus made their eſcape who were the cauſe of our diffe- 
rence, and we every one contradicting each other in our 
Diſcourſes, the Alderman made no more ado, but ſent 
us all to the Compter, both Plaintiffs and Defendants ; 
by ſuch time as we were well ſetled in our Quarters, and 
had paid our Garniſhes, we all confidering the matter, 
and at length converſing with our Adverſaries, put our 
quarrelſome buſineſs in a fair way to be ended; for the 
occaſion being a Whore, we all agreed upon one tale to 
tell the Alderman next morning; when being brought 
before him, and he finding then no difference between 
us, ſuppoling that it was only a drunken quarrel, was 
at length perſuaded to releaſe us; but before we went, 
he forced us to pay our fees, and likewiſe ſome money 
to the Poor for being drunk: all which we made a ſhift 
to do, by borrowing of one another, and ſo we were 
diſcharged, Thus 
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Thus was this bebe overpaſſed: but though we 
tndde a ſhift to hide it from our Maſters, pretending 
ſome of our wonted excuſes, yet the reſt'of the Bre- 
thren of the Club were acquainted with it, and we were 

ſoundly laughed at, and our Wenches applauded for 
their Wit in making their timely eſcape, or elſe it would 
have fired worſe with us as well as them, and our buſi- 
neſs r uſt have come to our maſters ears. 

Tis diſgrace did ſtick upon us a great while, for our 
Companions would often aſk us, when we would go to 
viſit Maſter Alderman again: therefore I bethought my- 
ſelf of a trick how to be revenged of the Alderman, 
and thereby cauſe the diſcourſe to ceaſe : I often going 
by the Alderman's houte, faw him ſtanding at his door, 
and he had a common cuſtom every afternoon to ſtand 
or fit there three or four hours together. I waiting my 
opportunity, went to the Alderman, and afked if his 
Maid-ſervant was within: which of them, ſaid he, Nan 
or Suſan? Suſan, quoth I, yes, ſaid the Alderman, What 
is your buſineſs with her? May it pleaſe your Worſhip, 
ſaid I, I was ſent hither to take meaſure of her for ſome 
new cloaths What ? then thou art a 1 aylor, faid he; I 
replied, yes, and ſo he ſent me in. being acquainted 
with the Maids name aſked for Suſan: when ſhe came 
to me, I told her, that her Maſter ſent me in to her, and 
wiſhed me to aſk for his Scarlet Gown, to mend it a- 
gainſt a Feaſting-day then approaching: ſhe knowing her 
Maſter was at the door and believing my ſtory, went 


for it, I in the mean time watching whether the Alder- 


man Kill continued at the door, for if I had ſeen him 
coming in, I would have my excuſes and departed, but 
as good luck would have it, the Maid came and gave 
me the Gown, and went about her other buſineſs: I 
wrapping it up under my cloak, went again to the door 
where Maſter Aldern an was fitting. who aſked me whe- 
cher I had taken meaſure of his maid; I told him yes: 


What already laid he. Les, and pleaſe your Worſhip : 
then 
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then thou haſt made haſte, ſaid he; make her Cloaths 
| handſome, ſhe's a good Wench, and make haſte, with 
them too, and let me ſee that thou work well, and thou 
mayſt do ſome work for me, and in time thou ma 


have good of the Wench. I being troubled with the 


Alderman's difcourſe only replied, 51 hall, if it pleaſe 
your Worſhip; and ſo lett him, and fo went my way to 
the next Alchoule, where J applauded myſelf for my ſo 
happy contrivance, and fafe deliverance from Maſter 
Alderman's impertinences. 

After a little ſtay in this Alchouſe, alk night coming 
on, I being thus fraughted with this Cargo, failed to 
the Tavern where we uſed to meet, and the Gown be- 
ing wrapt up in a Cloth, I delivered to the Drawer to 
lay up, and went up into a Room, where calling for a 
taggot and pint of Wine, Thad not ſtaid long ere ſome 
of our Club came, and in a ſhort time all the reſt; we 
fell to merry making, and in our jollity ſome of our 
Company noſed us with Maſter Alderman : well, ſaid I, 
I ſuppoſe that job might colt us 208. apiece, and though 
Maiter Alderman might put the melt part of it into his 
pocket; yet how ſay you, if I can propound away how 
to be revenged on him? My two Companions, the Scri- 
vener and the Bookſeller, told me, if I could do it, they 
would give me 20s. apiece; a match, faid I, Ile be 
judged by the Company : and thereupon I told them 
the Rory, and how I had cheated Matter Alderman of 


his Scarlet Gown ; and to make good my word, cauſed _ 


it to be broug ht up, and ſhewed before them: very 
well pleaſed 5 as the Scrivener and the Bookſeller, and 
all the reſt amazed at the boldneſs of my adventure, 
which was by all applauded for a great piece of wit, and 
my money was by them accordingly paid me: then after 
a cup or two of Wine, conſideration was had, what 
ſhould be done with the Gown, and how it ſhould be 
diſpoſed of, for we all knew it was hazardous and dan- 
gerous to diſpoſe of it as it was: ſo after many propoſi- 
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Vins, it was at length generally agreed on, that I ſhould 
cut it in pieces, and out of Mr. Alderman's Gown I 


I ſhould make three Petticoats, which he beſtow'd upon 
our three Madona's; and this adjudged very fit and equi- 
table, that the endured part of the burnt, ſhould receive 
the whole Prize: this I aſſented to; and the Scriviner 
and Bookſeller, in regard the Gown was mine, gave me 
each of them 20s. 2-piece more for the ſhare of the cloth; 
and alſo they between them furniſhed me with a rich 
Gold and Silver Lace, to be put upon my Lady's Petti- 
coat, equal and alike to that which was put on theirs; 
and this was an end of the advevture with Mr. Alder- 
man, of whom we never enquired how his Maid Stgſan 


agreed about the Gown, : 


MES rcd det zz d dee d xc z dv dy d e cz cz cc t 
r., abt. 


-Tbe Relater and ſeveral others of the Clubbing Prentices af: 
it the Drugſter in puttiug off ſome off his Commodities, he 
gives them gratuities, and relates a notable Cheat by his 

Maſter put upon an Ironmonger. 


1. this manner did we ſpend our time; and though 
our Maſters gained more money, and daily increaſed 
their eſtates, yet we enjoyed the greater pleaſure in each 
others ſociety; and now we being all acquainted with 
one anothers ways, aſſiſted each other in all things, and 
there was no want for ourſelves or wenches, who were 
often at our meetings, and aſſiſted in our mirth. 

One evening, a young man, a Drugſter, who was one 


| 5 
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of our Club, told us that we muſt all of us aſſiſt him in 
a matter he was about, and he ſhould not only gain a 
good opinion of his Maſter, but we ſhould have a piece 
or two to ſpend; we hearing there was convenience and 
profit, agreed together, ſoon conſented to do our ut- 
moſt, and therefore deſired him to acquaint us with the 
matter: he thereupon told us, that his Maſter had lately 
bought a parcel of Drugs of two or three forts, which 
did coſt him about 1000. in hopes of great gain, for 
they were at double the price that he would afford 
his at; but they being too much for one man's fale, he 
offered to fell good part of them to ſome of our trade; 
but they refuſed to buy, unleſs they might have them 
cheaper then he was willing to afford them, pretending. 
that they had no need of that commodity, being ſuffict- 
_ ently furuiſhed with the ſame; although we were very 
certain that they could have none of it, there being none 
to be had in all London, till of late my Maſter bought 
this parcel that came from beyond ſea : Now my maſter 
being deſirous to ſell his commodity, hath conſidered” 
away how to make his Brother Drugſters come to him, 
e him to ſell it to them at his price; that way 
Is thus: 3 5 
He hath deſired me to get ſome of my acquaintance 
to go to moſt of the Prugſters in and about London, 
and pretending to be Apothecaries and others that need 
thoſe Commodities, to enquire for them, and beſpeak 
large quantities thereof; and then he knows, that not 
being able of themſelves to furniſh them, they will re- 
pair to him, and give him his price. Oh! ſaid the Book. 
ſeller, have you learned that trick? I am very well ac- 
quainted with this manner of trade, for we commonly 
uſe this flight to ſell our Books: for when we have 
printed a Book that we doubt will not ſell without pre- 
ferring, and niore ado than ordinary, then we not only 
Title it upon Poſts, put it into News-papers, and uſe e- 
very other way to make it Famous; but ms 
883 | en 


ſend 298 of dur acquaintance and friends to wt 
Bookſellers ſhops to enquire for this new book, and 
they coming'ſo. one after another, at length Maſter Book- 
ſeller is perſuaded to buy fome of them; nay fometimes 
the more ta encourage the Bookſellers to buy ſome quan- 
tities,! we allow vur friends to lay out ſome money with 
them, and buy ſeveral of them; and ſo the Bookſeller 
will commonly, if he fell one or two, buy fix or a dozen; 
and by this means our money comes in again with very 
great proſit. Well, replyed the Drugſter, this courſe 
muſt ye take with thefe Drugs, or. elſe they may prove 
a Drug to my Maſter z for he hath ſerved ſome of our 
trade ſo many tricks already, that they are very cautious 
kow they deal with him; but this trick of ſending. 
friends to alk for a commodity. he hath often uſed, nei- 
did he learn it of the Bookſeller : but there happened | 
an extraordinary chance ſometime ſince, and from that 
experience he hath taken this courſe. 
For there was a Perſon who uſed to make Syringes, 
whith Surgeons and others uſe to ſquirt with in feveral 
Diſtempers; and this man being out of employment, 
made a great quantity of them, and laid them by him ; 
but not knowing how to diſpoſe of them, he bethought 
him of this way of ſending ſome. friends to enquire for 
them: and ſo well did he manage his buſineſs that by 
employing perſons to enquire of. Drugſter for them, he 
not only ſold all he had made by him, but in lefs than 
a quarter of a year, he took above 200l. for his com- 
modity : and this my Maſter took notice of, and I ſup- 
poſe ___ a Preſident of, and now reſolves upon the 
ſame courſe to put off bis Drugs; therefore I deſire 
your ut moſt aſſiſtance herein, and I ſhall when you pleaſe 
ſpend a piece or two in the Collation. All our Club 
agreed on this, and promiſed to be active here: and 
thus reſolving on our next time of meeting, we parted. 
1 for my part, the next day accoutring myſelf in a 


Country Gentle Garb, went to ſeveral Drugſters, 12 
5 alke 
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aſked for ſeveral Drugs, whoſe names I had gotten but 

amongſt all, I more earneſtly deſired a good quantity of 
thoſe that were to be thus put off, telling them I was a 
Country Apothecary, and ſhould call three or four days 
after, and lay out a conſiderable ſum of money with 
them. I having done this for my part, and tlie reſt of 
our Aſſociates having been as diligent, we Meeting three 
days after, our Drugſter told us that his Maſter had fold 
all his commodities to very great profit ; and therefore 
ſaid he, this collation, and each of you a Crown more 
to buy Gloves, is my maſters preſent, aad he defires you 
to accept it; which we accordingly did, being glad we 
had done ſuch good fervice to him and his Maſter. 

I underſtanding by this, that there were tricks and 
cheats in this trade as well as others, was deſirous to 
be acquainted with the manner of their trading; and he 
being but a novice, told me, he could not tell me much 
of it, but he was very ſenfible there was much knavery 
in that Myſtery, in mixing and ſophiſticating their 
Drugs, and getting the Spirits of ſome of them away, 
and renewing it in others, as ſerved to their profit: and 
purſued he, I have one trick whereby my Maſter gets 
ſome Money in a year; for it being cuſtomary to give a 
pipe of tobacco to any that comes to the Shop, and de- 
fires it, I give them of that which is very good; and 
they liking thereof, and the price, commonly buy of the 
ſame, and fometimes a quantity, deſiring ſtill it be of the 
ſame they have taſted; the which I promiſe to do, and 
before their eyes take it out of the fame box: but the 
knack of it is this, it is for all that a different and wor- 
ſer ſort of tobacco ; for the tobacco that I gave them as 
a taſte, is only placed in one corner or the box for that 
purpoſe, and fo it goes off, a whole roll of tobacco in the 
lame manner: for the outfide roll is of good Spanith 
right, but all the inner part is Mundungoes. not worth 
a groat a cart load. 3 ö 1 
But this is nothing to what way my Maſter hath; _ 
T9 | | © 5 © 
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he lately exerciſed TH wits to a pretty profitable accsunt, | 
and thns it was, : My Maſter among other ſoft of drugs, 
had bought a quantity of Dragon's blood, being pieces 

=. | as wood, dipped, as is ſuppoſed, or rather pretended, in 
Dragon's blood; and this is good phyfic, and for other 
uſes: this commodity not proving very good, my maſ- 
ter had a great deſire to put off, but could not get any 
body to buy it: he had been not only with Prugſters, 
but allo with ſome Ironmongers to ſell it, for they uſe it 
about their locks, and other iron work, to keep them 
from ruſt; but no perſon was willing to deal with him 
2bout it. My maſter had a neighbour that was an iron- 
monger, whom he had a great defire to deal with; but 
he being a weary young man, and hearing that my maſ- 
I ter was a {nap, refuſed all dealing with him: and ſome 
|. words paſſed which diſpleaſed my maſter, and therefore 
he reſolved to be avenged ; and thereupon having de- 
figned his bulineſs, v ith the help of two confederates, he 
thus puts 1t in execution. 
He gave a ſmall quantity of this Dragon' s- blood to one 
of his confederates, who having full inſtructions, went 
to the ironmonger's houſe, and ſeeing him {tanding at 
the door, aſked him if he wanted not ſome of that com- 
modity, ſhewing the ſame to him: No, faid the iron 
monger. I was informed, ſaid the man, that you ſome- 
times deal in it, and was recommended by a friend to 
come to you; and if you pleaſe to deal with me, I alſo 
ſhall uſe you very Kindly, To this the ironmonger re- 

_ plied, that he needed not any of it. But, ſaid the other, 
I fuppoſe you ſeil of it to others ſometimes, that there- 
fore do me a courtefie, and yourſelf too, for I have not 
a ſhop to fell it in, and am a ſtranger ; wherefore, if you 
pleaſe, I ſhall leave this parcel with you, and you put- 
ing it on your ſtall may happen on a cuſtomer, which if 
you do, I can furnith you with more; and alfo, 
without laying out of any money, may get ſome profit. 


The ironmongerhearin gof this, and concciving the man 
to 
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to be honeſt and harmleſs, conſented to his deſire, en- 


tertained the condition and the goods, and enquired 
further of the price; the man telling him that he under- 
ſtood it was worth three ſhillings per pound, but he 
would willingly take two ſhillings & eight- pence, becauſe 
he might have profit; and telling him that he would call 
on him in a week's time: and they at this time parted. 

And thus the Ironmonger having received the com- 
modity, put ſome of it out every day on his ſtall, till at 
length a man coming by, and ſeeing that to lie there, 
and the maſter of the ſhop at the door, aſked him the 
price thereof; the Ironmonger told him three ſhillings 
per pound. The cuſtomer deſired to look further into 
it, defiring to know how much he had of it: Truly ſaid 
the Ironmonger, I cannot tell, but I ſuppoſe, if we agree, 


I can furniſh you with a good quantity, Way, ſaid the 


cuſtomer, I will give you twa ſhillings eight-pence per 


pound for it, if you have 500 1b. of it, Well, faid the 


Ironmonger, call here a day or two hence, and I will re- 
ſolve you, and it is like we may deal together; Thus at 
preſent they they parted. But he came again the next 


day, and the day following, pretending great earneſt 
to buy the commodity: in. the mean time the Iron- 


monger waited and watched narrowly to ſce and ſpeak 
with the man that left it there, but could not meet with 
him, for he ſtayed away on purpoſe; and this cuſtomer 
that came to buy, was likewiſe the other of my maſter's 
confederates, and ſent by him for that purpoſe. At 
length, the Ironmonger ſtanding at the door, he ſaw the 
man that left the Dragon's blood paſſing by his door, 
and called to him, and then diſcourſed ſeriouſly with 
him about the matter, as, what would be the loweſt 
price, and what quantity he had? To both theſe queſ- 
tions he anſwered, He would take two ſhillings and fix- 
pence; and the quantity he had was 500 /þ. The Iron- 

ion cds hearing this, and reſolving now to deal, told 


Fould 


at be thought that it was too dear; but ik be 
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would take two ſhillings and four-pence, he thought he 
might buy all his quantity. To this the ſeller reply'd, = 
That it was too cheap; but taking all, and paying him 
ready money, he would do it. The Ironmonger re- 
ly'd, That ready money was two months: but, faid 
te. if I deal, you ſhall have half down at the delivery, and 
the other half at three months: to this they both a- 
eed. But the Ironmonger being cautious, would not 
at preſent fully conclude, referring the ending the Bar- 
gain to two days; in the mean time refolving to ſee if 
his cuſtomer came that was to buy; and then enquiring 
the name and habitation of the Seller, they parted. 
Long had not the Ironmonger waited, but his buy- 
ing Cuitomer came, and as earneſtly AS formerly- deſir- 
ed to buy the Con modity; which now the Ironmonger 
agreed to Jell at 2s, 8d. per pound, and to be paid at 
weighing: and that he might be ſure of his Cuſtomer, 
he tak»s 108. in part of payment, and appoints two days 
Hence to finiſh the bargain. Thus did the Ironmonger 
reckon to gain 500 Groats, beſides, he was refolved to 
have all ready money, and to pay but half, but he reck- 
oned without his Hoſt, as I ſhall preſently tell you : the 
Seller of the Dragons Blood coming the next day, fi- 
niſhed his bargain, delivered his Commodity, received 
his Money, and took a Bill from the Ironmonger for 
the Moſety of his Money to be paid in three months. 
But now the Ironmonger had the Commodity, he might 
go look for a Cuſtomer ; for he that left the -19s. came 
no more, and the Commodity lay ſtill on his hands; at 
which he was fretted, but could not help himſelf. 
My Maſter having thus managed this affair by theſe 
two confederates received the money, and had the Bill 
aſſigned to him, giving both his confederates ſomething 
for their pains. | 


He having thus done the Ironmongers buſineſs, |. 


was not contented with the profit alone, but was rie- 
lolyed to vex * 0 therefore when he paſſed by his 


ſhop, | 
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ſhop, he aſked him if he would TRIES Dragoon” s Blood, 


No, ſaid the other, I can ſell you ſome. wil buy, {aid my 
maſter but when he ſaw it, and heard the price he told 
him, No, he could fell him as good as that for 12d per 
pound. | 


At this the Ironmonger was more vexed; but Now: 
not knowing how to help himſelf was forced to reſt 
contented : at length the 3 months came, and then my 


maſter was reſolved to ſhew all his anger, and vex the 
Ironmonger more, therefore went himſelf to demand the 
money that was due: the Ironmonger anſwered him, 
that he owed him,gone: whereupon he produced his 
bull, and a letter of attorney; and then he too late per- 
ceived how he had been ſerved. For my. malter told 


bim, that now he would be even with him, for refuſing 


to deal with him. The other ſaid, it was a cheat, and 
he would make him bring out the party that bought 3 it, 


giving him ten ſhillings in part of payment. That ſhall 


1 do quickly, ſaid my matter, but it ſhall be but {mall to 
your gain: and then told him the name of the man, and 


that he was not worth a farthing, and a priſoner in the 
King's Bench. At this the Ironmonger being muck 


more vexed then before, told my maſter that he would 


not pay him, and bid him take his courſe; the which he 


did the next morning, and arreſting him, ſoon brought 
the caſe to a trial, and. having an "abſolute bill of Pay- 
ment of the money, caſt the Ironmonger; who adviſ- 


ing with his lawyers, went to W:/tninfter for a a Writ . 


Error, which he gained: but when he came back wit 
it, thinking to ſtop execution, he found that he came 


too late: 


For my Maſter doubting ſuch buſineſs, ne never left till 


he ſerved the Execution, ſo that when the Poor Iron- 


monger came back with his Nit of Error, he found the 
Bailiffs and my Maſter in the ſhop, in poſleflion of. his 
goods; and he being out of Money. at preſent, was. forc- 
ed to let my Matter have all his Dragons Blood again at 
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und, and ſo in that and other nn 
| paying. per po! Debt and Charges, and giving each other ge- 
neral Releaſes, they made an end of this bargain ; and 
now the Ironmonger, when he came to a ſecond reckon- 
ing of his bargain, found that inſtead of getting $1. 38. 
Ad. he had loſt 331. 38. 4d: beſides all his Coſt-; and my 


Maſter thus having gained by his commodity, ſold it 


ſince to another for 18. 6d. per pound. And this, ſaid 
the Drugſter, was one of my n W to get 
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The Drug fer in relating his life diſcovers ſeveral cheats 
which he performed under the clock of religion; as alſo, 
how he cheated his maſter's ſiſterof her maidenhead and 
Eftate; and ſeveral cheats in ſmuggling. | 


ough the whole courſe of my life, * my infan- 
cy to this time, hath been à continued piece of 
Lnavery, 1 having been of many trades, and moſt facti- 
ons in religion, in which I have always been a very great 
ſtickler: yet I ſhall not give you any account of my mi- 
nority, omitting all my actions till I came to about 20 
of age, when I gained ſome experience in the 

world, and had A ow to play my cards to the beſt 
advantage. ; 
] ſerved an apprenticeſhip with a malic whoſe whole 
family, conſiſting of himſelf, vite, ſiſter, and four ſer- 


vants, 


(1290 


| vants, was an abſolute compendim of moſt religious fac- 
tions then practiſed in England; he himſelf was moſt ri- 


gid Preſbyterian ; his wife a Ranter; his ſiſter an Ana- 
baptiſt three of the ſervants Indeyendant, being of all 
religions, but of ſeveral Churches, and perſwaſions; 
and I, though an Independant, being of all religion, yet 
was of none at all, that gave them all the hearing,; and 


with my maſter was a Preſbyterian, and would ordina- 
rily accompany him in his long winded prayers, Which 


being filled with tautologies and nonſenſe he eſteemed, 


and often uſed, believing himſelf to be aſſiſted l * 


Divine Spirit. | 
Many abſurdities he committed in his Devoticia, 28 


praying for the Reformation of his Fans, and point- 
a 


ing out a time when he ſhould or would have a return 
of his Prayers, at which time he would charge Provi- 
dence with the Fault; he havin ſtrictly obſerved all the 


Commandments, in Faſting, bein relieving the 
ties which Sir 


Brethren, and performing all other 
John his Ghoſtly father had impoſed on him. He would 
often recount the pa articular enormities of his Wife and 
Family, and how ſhe lay out from him three nights to- 
_ gether ina Week, and where ſhe was; and would ear- 
neſtly pray for, either her converſion,” or confuſion. 


Many other impertinences would he commit, which 


| would be too tedious to me to recount : but in general, 

I found his zeal to be a weakneſs in his brain, and he 

was continually led about as Sir John Preſbyter directed. 
My Miſtreſs was likewiſe led about by thoſe of her 


Gang, which were abſolute Libertines, affording them 


ſelves all manner of pleaſure, and denying themſelves 


enjoyment of nothing they could Purchaſe; and ſhe. 


would pretend Religion in all her frolicks ; for ſhe 
would ſay, That no Sin was imputed to the Saints; ; and 
indeed it was no Sin, unleſs ſhe herſelf thought it ſo. 


That ſhe, or any other Siſter, might lie with another 
Brother, was accounted A i general maxim amon oft them, 


eſpecially 
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1 
eſpecially if they choſe their time when their Huſbands 
are afleep, which they termed to be dead, and there- 
fore might then do it without breach of any Command- 
ment. She would be very coſtly both in her Appare? 
and diet, alledging, that it was not fit, that the Body 
which was a facred Temple, ſhould be courſty either 
cloathed or fed. I had a great mind to have been of 
her Religion, becauſe there was ſo much freedom and 
enjoyments therein ; but my Maſter kept me in a little 
too ſtrictly; and my. Miſtreſs keeping company with 
the High-boys, ſlighted the tender of my ſervice. - 

Thus having failed in this attempt, 1 made my way 

to my miſtreſles' ſiſter, who was an Anababtiſt; ſhe I 
often waited upon by my miſtreſſes - commands, and at 
length was admitted to be one of the brethren in the 
Conventicle, whereof ſhe was a Siſter; I profeſſed a great 
deal of zeal far that way, and my maſter often inſtruc- 
ted me in Scripture, I ſoon from a proficient became a 
Preacher, and was of great eminency amongſt them. 

Thus did I fpend my time till my apprenticeſhip was 
out, and was a freeman; and then did I begin to look 
about me, to ſee what I might get for myſelf: for I had 
not undertaken this courſe of teaching, but in hopes to 
gain my miſtreſſes“ ſiſter; and ſhe ſtill put me off till I 
was out of my time, picading tenderneis of eonſcience 
would not permit her to give me any enjoyment of her 
before marriage, and that could not lawfully be done, 
till my time was out; which being come, I freſhly covit? 
ed her, and ſhe gave rae the hearing but ſtill put me o 
deſiring me firſt to ſettle myſelf in the world, I now be- 
lieving that ſhe intended to delude me, was reſolved to 

lay the fame hand at cards with her; and perſwading 
— that I ſill gained ſomewhat of an eſtate by my deal- 
ings in the world. 

I fpent ſome money on her, and taking my opportu- 
nity, gained my ends upon her; for pretending that I 
had lately made a bargain, whereby I Rould get a 7 


— 
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if I had $cl. ready money more than my own, which 
was likewiſe 5ol. She having money by her, willingly 
conſented to lend me 5ol. provided that ſhe might ſee 
the diſburſing thereof, I then thinking to kill two birds 
with one ſtone, readily conſented; and heartily thank- 
ing her, deſired her to provide herſelf to go with me 
next tide to Graveſend, where I was to lay out the mo- 
ney : ſhe did accordingly, and carrying 5ol. with her, I 
having raiſed ſuch another fum, we took boat and made 
for Graveſend, where, when we arrived, I left her to 
reſt herſelf at an Inn, and went on board a ſhip that 
was newly come from the Indies, and bouglit as much 
Indigo as came to 150]. I had it a very good penny- 
worth, but not ſo good as to perſuade her that I thould 
gain 1ool. by it, which I had promiſed ; therefore, that 
I might make out the matter to be plain to her, I engag- 
ed the Seaman I had dealt with to ſecrecy, and made 
this bargain, that I ſhould pay him rool. down, and pay 
the reſt in two months, telling him that I was a great 
dealer. He believing me without much difficulty, not 
only conſented to this, but alſo to ſay, that he had but 
Iool. for all the Commodity: we having thus agreed, 
went to my Sweet-hearts Chamber, and there conclud- 
ed our bargain before her; who having ſome {kill in 
the price of that commodity, did believe the bargain 
to be as profitable as I alledged to her, and freely laid 
down her money, which together with my Fol. was 
paid to the Seaman, and the goods delivered into a 
Lighter to be carried to London, and delivered accord- 

ing to order. | 5 | ; 
This affair being diſpatched, I was reſolved to drive 
the nail home a little further, and as I had got the mo- 
ney, ſo to get the Maid; therefore I pretending: e pe- 
dition, told her, it would be moſt convenient for us to 
ride home: . ſhe wholly confiding in me, conſented, and 
a horſe was procured to carry us double; mounted we 


were, and ſo advanced on our journey, but pretending 
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ſome buſineſs, I made an halt at the next town home- 
| wards, where I did my horſe the unkindneſs to prick 
him in the foot, that he might halt, and not be able to 
carry us through that night : this being done, we again 
mounted, and I fell to thanking my Miſtreſs for this 
great favour, rot only in aſſiſting me with her Purſe, 
but accommodating me with her company; and now, 
faid I, I hope you will no longer delay me the enjoy- 
ment of yourſelf, and the reſt of your Eftate. Truly, 
ſaid ſhe, this day's action hath reſolved me of all Aaubt, 
and now I have ſo good an opinion of you, that I ſhall 
no longer delay bur Marriage than ſhall ſtand with your 
conveniency. To this I returned an anſwer fall of love 
and kindneſs. Our horſe by this time felt the effects 
of my work, for he halted ſo much, that we could only 
go a foot pace, and with much difficulty came to the 
next town, where we were forced to light, and it 
growing late, and impoſſible to get to London that night, 
we reſolved to take up our quarters for the preſent. 

1 having placed my Miſtreſs in a private Chamber, 
went into the Stable, and ſoon removed the obſtruction 
that hindred our horſe from going, fo that by the next 
morning he was well enough to travel, I left him to the 
care of the Oſtler; and went up to my Miſtreſs, who 
expected me to Supper, -which 1 had ordered to be pro- 
vided for us, and that being ready, I invited our Land- 
lady to be a Gueſt, though our Commons were but 
thort, being only one Chicken, yet I made a long Grace, 
which according to our tuſtom, might amount to a 
Prayer, and 1 remember that among "other matters, I. 
prayed that our horſe might be 16 well recovered, as 
that he might be able to cart us next day to London, 
our Landlady ſoon underſtanding what kind of Gueſts 
ſhe had, beheving that ſke ſhould get little by our com- 
pany, Was defirons of leavi: ing it, which ſhe did, by 
pretending buſineſs, and fo we had the whole Chicken 
left us for 02z70Wn eating, we hardly made or left any 
. . | bones 
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bones of it, 10 hungry we were. Supper being ends; 
We went to the fire, and I deſigning my buſineſs, called 
for a quart of Claret, which we burned, ſweetned, and 
drank off, and by this time my Miſtreſs was ſo feet 
upon me, that we talked very familiarly, and oftentimes 
I interlaced our Diſcourſe with Kiſſes and amorous Sighs, 
to which I was. welcomed, and many times invited: I 
then called for another. Quart of Wine, which we like- 
wiſe drank off, and then I found my Miſtreſs very full 
of the Creature, ſo that ſhe drew near to the Bed, and 
at length caſt herſelf thereon; I was not long after her 
but lay down likewiſe, and firſt beginning with embra- 
ces and kiſſes, in a little time I gained poſſeſſion of all 
my endeavours, ſhe lying as faſt aſleep all the while; but 
when had done, and was again laid by her, ſhe ſtarted 
up, and ſeemed to be very angry with me: but I ſupps- 
ling that it was becauſe I had ſo ſoon done, catched hold 
of her, and attempted-to be at her again, but in vain 
did I endeavour it, for ſhe. then began to be angry, re- 
pron me with diſhoneſty, and uſing many cant- 
terms, which I omit : F told her, what was done 
— not be undone, and therefore comforted her, and 
told her all ſhould be well by our ſudden Marriage: thus 
did I appeaſe her, and we ſoon agreed upon every Y thing; I 
ſo that though I was a ppointed? another Chamber, which 
I pretended to lodge it, 27 I lay all night with her. 
The next morning we role betime, and mounting our 
horſe, who was now well enough, we ſoon arrived at 
London, where for the preſent we. parted. I having thus 
gained my ends of thij Woman, having part of her 
Eſtate in my poſſeſſion, and by the enjoyment of her 
perſon having the command of the reſt, was reſolved 
only to abuſe her; ſtript her of what the had, and fo 
leave her: for I found no ſuch ſweetneſs in my nights 
lodging with her, but what I might expect from ano- 
ther; having before that taſted woman in the enjoy- 
ment * two or three of our Siſters, which paſſages I 
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omit, and tell this to acquaint you how this woman une 
did herielf by her Covetuouſneſs, for had ſhe not diſ- 
truſted me with her money, I ſhould have married her, 
but now my mind was otherwiſe: bent. 

I received my Goods, and now my Rock being much 
increaſed by this 5ol. and the profit of my bargain, I 
Paid the Seaman, and proceeded in Trading: and though 
I had little Kill in Foreign Commodities, yet I ventur- 
ed at all, neither did I want Money, for inſtead of pay- 
ing back the gol. to my Miltreſs, I ſoon after had 100l. 
more, and yet ſhe could not perſuade me to marriage, I 
{ill pretending multiplicity of buſineſs: at length, all 
Her portion, being 4ool. got into my hands, I only paid 

her with a nizht's lodging, which now and then'we had 
together; but as to marriage, I ſtill pretended one rea- 
{on or other to deter it. | ER Fe 

I not only proceeded in my Merchandizing, but con- 
tinued in my Preaching at our uſual Conventicles, where 
] was become very famous, and a great diſputant ; but 
at length I finding there was but little to be gctten by 
them, I became now almoſt weary of them, and willing 
to leave the Congregation for another that courted me, 
but I was reſolved e'rel left them, to make ſome uſe of 
them, and get ſomewhat of them. Ithus laid my plot : 
I gave a Bond to a Confederate for 1001. pretending 
that I owed ſo much to him; ] gave out, that I would 
on ſuch a day not only preach to my Congregation, but 

alſo diſpute with any oppoſer on ſeveral Articles. The 
time being come I had a full Auditory, and performed 
my Parchment and Diſputation to the general ſatisfacti- 
en of- all, and then appointed that the next day I would 
hold forth ſome other points, that had not as yet been 
diſputed of, inviting all the Congregation andall others 
that would come, to meet me in a larger room then 
that was wherein we exerciſed at preſent. : Thus having 
finiſhed my diſcourſe, I diſmiſſed my Auditors; but I 
was no ſooner out of the houſe, but I was ſeized on 
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by a Bailiff, in Execution for 200l. for my Confederate 


Cho had the Bond, had brought it to Judgment: I 


was then accompanied by two or three of my Congre- 
gation, who much wondering at the buſineſs, defired the 
Bailiff to have patience, and to go into the next Houſe, 


which we did, and the Cate being opened, I confeſſed the 
Debt, with alledging that I was not at preſent able to 
pay it, having lately ventured moſt of my Eſtate at Sea. 
Thoſe of my congregation hearing this, ſent for ſome 


more of their Brethren, who were monied men; and 


ſo among them they paid the debt, and I was diſcharg- 


ed: but ſoon after this, I left them, and they were forc- 


ed to make a collection among themſelves to reinburſe 


themſelves their money; and my Miſtreſs who had been 
all this while delayed by me with fair words, made her 
complaints to the brethren, but to no purpoſe, for ſne 


received no redreſs or ſatisfaction, I having now quite 


left them and their faction for another, where by reaſon 


of my abilities in preaching, I was entertained, and an 
accord made between me and my quondam Miſtreſs, I 
only giving her back 5ol. of her 4ool. we being now 


_ abſolutely parted from one another, ſhe receiving no 


other ſatisfaction of me, either for her many nights 
lodging or money, than Fol. which ſhe willingly receiv- 
ed, believing me to be a beggar ; my new Congregati- 
on voluntarily railing that money for that purpoſe. 
Thus was I quit of her, and had gained 5ool. in my 
pocket, only under the cloak of Religion, and havin 
ſuch ſucceſs, I in a ſhort time diſcovered myſelf to be 
rich, by buying many bargains of good value, paying 


ready money, and raiſed myſelf to ſo high a reputation, 
that I won 2 widow of an indifferent fortune to be my 


wife, and ſo ſetled myſelf in the World. 
I.,uhus did I become a Gentleman, and from a Preciſian 
2 Prodigal, nay an Antick, and every thing, what not? 


that I might pleaſe all: for inſtead of Prayer-book, or 


ſome other Fanatical Foo of divinity, I now carried 
| in 
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ia my pocket; either Cards or Dice, and ſo great a love 
T had to Hocus Pocus, that all their Tools, Box of Coun- 
ters, Balls, Cups, and other Trinkets which are made 
uſe of in that myſterious function, were all my Compa- 
nions: having learned confidence when I was a Preacher, 
I was now the better emboldned to ſtare my Spectators 
in the face, while I cynningly enough performed my 
feats of activity; and ſuch a Teadineſs I had, that I was 
an able proficient, I ſpent. to much time in theſe foole- 
ries, that I almoſt loſt myſelf, and now having a wife 
and family to maintain, I found my Eſtate ſo far to de- 
creaſe, that I'was forced to look after my buſineſs, and 
fall to Merchandizing : but having loſt a conſiderable 
of my Eſtate which I had adventured at Sea, I was 
reſolved, as I faid, to truſt no more to that Element, 
and not to let my Eſtate go out of my ſight ; therefore 
I, ſtill as ſhipping came in, went on board, either in the 
Downs, Portſmouth or Plymouth, and there buying good 
bargains, which the Seamen, newly come home, would 
afford for ready Money, I began to prick up again, and 
have Money at command; I then bought me a ſmall 
Pinnace or ſmall Pleaſure boat; and with that went on 
board of ſhips, bought Goods, and made a ſhift to ſtow 
as much on board privately, that I ſaved much by the 
cuſtoms and other duties, This Trade I drove alon 
time, gained much by ſtealing Duties; neither did 
care what goods I dealt in, having Cuſtomers of all ſorts 
and Trades, who knowing that I drove this Trade, em- 
ployed me to buy for them, agreeing the prices before 
hand : but I was ſnaped one time, and all my Goods 
ſeized for not paying duty, and an information put in- 
to the Exchequer againſt me: I finding that it would be 
but a folly to contend there, agreed with the Informer, 
and he ſuffered me to caſt him; fo that I got off for a 
fum of money, but I gained much experience thereby, 
fo that I then began a new 'Trade, and would engage 


many of my Friends to 0 and buy Goods on _— of 
ips, 
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ſhips, and if they got. then clear from the ſhips ndes; 3 
it was enough ; for I would come aut Wow in ano- 
ther boat, as if a ſtranger, and ſeize the Goods as for- 
feited for want of the payment of duties, and ſo ſecure 
them from any other ſeizure: and if any other perſon 
came to ſeize on them, I then pretended it to be my 
buſineſs, having made the © firſt ſeizure, but if we were 
not met with by another, then we paſſed clear without 
any more trouble: nay, ſo bold and confident was I 
ha in this kind of Trade, called Smuggling, that I 

ave had 50 or 2 100l. at a time given me to go over 
into Holland or France in a Ship which lath brought 
much prohibited Goods, which I have ſeized to ſoonas 
we came near any Port of England, to prevent any 0- 
ther ſeizure ; and then putting an information into the 
Exchequer, have ſuffered coſts againſt me, and all hath 
been dear, I gained not only much money by this 
means, but alſo the eſteem of a cunning ſubtile fellow, 
and was employed in many ſuch affairs, and ' ſometimes 
in Law-ſuits. 

I remember once I came into company wth a very 
fair Lady, who having an old croſs-grained fellow to 
her Huſband, had not only lived from him tome time, 
but was ſo fooliſh as to be married to another perſon, 
who was a Gentleman of much worth and merit. The 
Ladies old Huſband (underſtanding it, and more out of 
Covetouſneſs of gaining money, which he believed the 
Gentleman would on this occaſion part from, then any 
love he bore his Wife) hunted them out from one place 
to another, and the young Gentleman refuſing to com- 
ply with the old Knights delires, he was reſolved now 
to proſecute her for Life. 

This Story was told me by the Gentleman himſelf, 
and the Lady -affured me of the truth of the matter, 
imploring my aſſiſtance: Well, Madam, ſaid I, come, 
be ruled by me, and I will diſappoint your old Huſband, 
and you {hall laugh at him: Having conſidered the mat- 
ter, 
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ter. t ordered * to go next hs into the Country, 
above 100 miles from London, and there to expect me, 
and obey my furtlier orders, this ſhe did; and I foon 
following her, and the Aflizes beginning the next day, 
I got a Warrant to apprehend and bring her before the 
Bench, the came, and I charged her with having two 
Huſbands, the denying; and I alledging the matter, ſhe 
was committed, and an Indictment brought in, but when 
the was to be tried, I was not to be found, nor any per- 
ſon elſe to proſecute her: ſo that ſhe was quit by Procla- 
mation. A copy of this Proceſs I took out of the 
Court, and ſo ſhe and I came to London, to the Gen- 
tleman her friend, who gladly welcomed us, and now 
they hve together i in ſpight of the old Knight, who at- 
tempted to trouble them, found it in vain, tor ſhe could 
not be tried for one fact twice. 

This feat did I meerly out of my own n 
and fancy, and it ſucceeding according to my wiſhes, 1 
had a conſiderable reward tor my pains: 


CHAP. 
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The Reldtor is treated by ſome Travellers on board of 4 
ſhip, where he meets two Women Travellers ; he invites 
and entertains them at his houſe ; whereupon enquiry and 


di a he di cas the two Women to be of his acquain- 
lꝛance. 


MF company being tw: parted from me, 1 began 
to confider all the paſſages that had been related 
to me; and after a ſerious contemplation of them, I 
concluded, that I might place this day as the moſt re- 
markable in all my life; for I was acquainted with ſo 
much variety of experiences, as I had.in a manner been 
hitherto wholly ignorant of, what had happened to me 
in the former part of my life, having been trivial in 
compariſon of what I had now lately heard: and I con- 
cluded, that if I ſhould have trayelled to all parts of the 
World to have found out Companions fit for me; I could 
not have been better accommodated with thoſe that 
ſhould have been ſo agreeable to my natural inclination, 
then thoſe whom fortune had now brought to me. 
had made it my reſolve, to make my life as comforiabie 
as I could, according to the old faying amongſt thoſe 
of my quality Though a ſhort life yet a merry one: and 1 
ſaw Providence had put ſuch an opportunity into my 
hands, that I had all things provided for me, and no- 
thing before their arrival was wanting but ſuch a So- 
ciety. For I had a plentiful eſtate, but that gave me 
little content, being without the usual Society of the 
Wits; and I now was likely not only to cnjoy that in a 
20. 85 3 tal 
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ll ere, but alſo chere was ſome female Company, 
the two Laſſes in men's apparel, who I underſtood were 
ood Girls, and ſuch I hope as would not prove hard 

earted, and deny one of their Countrymen the pſual 
civility 'of their enjoyments:- I did not much queſtion 
it, becauſe indeed I was ſo much in favour with Venus, 
that I was hardly ever refuſed that courteſy by Yr of 
her Votareſſes. 

L told my Wife, there was a great likeliheod of l 7 
profit to be gained by theſe Gueſts, who were reſolved 
to take up my houſe wholly for their quarters, and 
thereforg I ordered all things to be provided in ample 
manner for their conſtant entertainment: for though 1 
was now rich enough, yet I knew not how ſoon fortune 
might turn tail upon me, and therefore knowing that 
my Gueſts were all well provided with money, {| was, re- 
ſolved to put in with them for a ſhare of it: But I had 
no thoughts of wronging them, or putting any trick. 
upon them; for it is accounted a very great crime in 
the greateſt. proficient of Roguery, to cozen pr, cheat 
his fellow-thief, and-a thing ſeldom done amongſt them. 

Theſe conſiderations took me up ſome time; and 
- mop caming on, I betook myſelf to my Cot, where I 
took n 


P Ordinary repoſe; and the next morning being 
come, 1 apparclled myſelf the richeſt that I could, that 
might add ſome grace to my perſon, being to vilit two 
of my Country-women, in whoſe favour I was defirous 
to get ſome place. Being thus accoutried, I went..to 
the Sea-fide, and with the help of-a boat was ſoon on 
© board a ſhip: where I was welcomed by the Captain and 
tlie reſt of the Company, and by them ade into 
the Cabin, where was no other company but the two 
Women; who now being apparalled in their Women's 
Hibit Ala mods d Angler, was very well pleaſed, not 
having for a lang time ſeen any thing ſo acceptable and 
pleaſant: I had not. forgotten our Engliſh Faſhion, of 


faluting them, neither were they back ard in riſing and 
„ ii 
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meeting me in order thereto : that done, I placed my- 
ſelf between them; I ſoon began a diſcourſe to them, 
which I knew would not at all be diſpleaſing, and that 
was commending their beauties, telling them, that if 
the preſent Emperor of the Country, the Great Magul, 
did but underſtand what a Treaſure he had in his coun- 
try by their arrival, that he would quickly ſecure it to 
- himſelf, and hinder the proſecution of their Voyage any 
further. To this they replied, that they did not believe 
he would ſee any thing in them that ſhould merit ſuch 
an eſteem: but, added one of them, if he ſhould do 
fo, and be never ſo defirous of my Company, yet I am 
better ſatisfied (in the Society that I am at preſent. in poſ- 
ſeſſion of) than if I were courted and ſerved by the 
zeateſt Prince upon Earth. 2 601 . 
To this generous ſpeech, I replied, that thoſe perſons 
who had the honour to be her ſervants were in that ve- 
ry happy: Theſe Compliments being paſſed, drink was 
brought, and after that Victuals, which we had in great 
E there being no want of any thing that could be 
ad at the beſt man's table in England; and all the diſhes 
of Meat were dreſſed in the Engliſh faſhion, by a Cook 
of that Country. After Dinner we fell again to diſ- 
courſe, the Women being very deſirous o Novelties, 
and to be acquainted with the cuſtoms of the country, 
eſpecially of thoſe uſed by Women; but when I told 
them of that cuſtom of the better ſort of country-wo- 
men, how'they uſually accompanied their Huſpands in 
death, by burning their living with their Huſbands dead 
bodies, they were not very well pleaſed therewith, ac- 
counting it great folly ; for, aid they, it cannot poſſi- 
bly do their Huſbands any god, and why the ſhould 
fo deſtroy themſelves out of a compliment, was fooliſh. 
To paſs through; and accompany a Huſband or friend 
whilſt living in all dangers, is what is beſitting; but 
there being no remedy for death, nor no preſent en- 
Juoyment after death, thus to caſt away themſelves, is 
— INN . | 8 2 = ridiculous. 
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cidichfous, Various were our Diſcourſes in . We 
entertained one another with much pleaſure, having a 
| luſty bowl of Punch ſtill ſtanding by us, Which as We 
drank off, we renewed, and at ſome, of our frolicks, 
one of the great Guns were diſcharged, I had ey'd both 
theſe women very curiouſly, and did imagine, that I had 
formerly ſeen them, and had ſome acquaintance with 
them. I knew one 'of them more particularly by the 
tone of her Voice, but it having been ſo long a time 
ſince Thad ſeen” either, I could not call them to mind; 
I did not at all think it convenient to aſk them ANY par- 
ticular queſtions, referring that to a greater privacy. | 
being now acquainted with moſt of their tranſactions, 
they aſked my advice in diſpoſing of their money, and 
ſelling their commodities, and What to buy to turn to 
the beſt advantage: To all theſe queſtions I gave them 
the beſt anſwers I could, to their fatisfattion z.and now 
night coming on, I deſired to leave them, and invited 
them all to my houſe the next day, they not only con- 
cluded on that, but agrecd that the Women ſhould con- 
ſantly take my. houſe for their quarters, it being: more 
convenient then on board the hip. 

The next day they came, and we were again all mer- 
ry, but ſome 6dccafion. calling away the men, the women 
| vere left Alone with me. I was now reſolved to en-: 

guire whether they had never known me: they both re- 
plied, not that they at preſent knew of ; but they both 
ſaid, that certainly they had ſeen me in England, but 
at preſent they could not remeniber where, therefore 
they prayed me to give them ſome account of my. con- 
dition and quality: To this I replied, that I had indeed 
been of all conditions, and a rambler, and it was a great 
chance, but if they had been in any public place of En- 
tertainment, that I might have ſeen them there, to this 
they both anſwered, that they had for ſome time been 
public engugh i in entertaining e in their Com- 
pany with much freedom: but, {aid one af them, who 


was 
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Was the Scriveners Miſtreſs, I have certainly. ſeen. 3 
known yoù before I undertook any ſuch courſes, for if 
I be not miſtaken, you are the man that firſt, deceived © 
me, and therefore, I pray, tell me, if in your Traves 

ou did not light on a Farmer's houſe, and did ſome 
Lindnefies or diſcourtelies to his Daughter, and then 
left her. I hearing her ſay this, after 2 ſmall pauſe, 
recollected nh let and ſeriouſly viewing her, conclud- 
ed her to be the Farmer's Daughter whoſe Maidenhead 1 
bereaved her of, and in requital left her, no other ſatis. 
faction than a paper of Verſes. 

The other Woman hearing that my acquaintance with 
her Companion began with the loſs of her Virginity, 
muſed and bluſhed, and very ſtrictly beholding me, ſaid, 
and truly, if I be not miſtaken, I purchaſed my acquain- 
tance with you with the ſame loſs : but I was deceived 
by you in a more ſubtil manner than this my Compani- 
on; for ſhe knowing you to be a man, permitted you to 
her bed, but if you are the perſon that 1 mean, you be. 
came my bed-fellow by a miſtake ;' for not only I, but 
many others of the Family believed you to be a Wo- 
man. I hearing her ſay this, fixed my eyes upon her, 
but could not perfectly remember her: but the diſcourſe 
ſhe made, I gave this anſwer: Truly Madam, I have 
been often guilty of Female Frauds ; and during the 
whole courſe of my life, I endeavoured chiefly. to have 
the Camaity of Females; and I hope if you were re 
of thoſe with whom I lay with at a Boarding-{chool, 
where I went for a Servant-maid, that you will forgive 
me that fact ; for if it were not there, I then cannot 
tell where I Mould have fo much happineſs as to enjoy 
you. - There it was, replied the, where I loſt my Virgi- 
nity and honour, and which I have ſo often repented of; 
For I was then well beloved of an indulgent Father, who 
for that fact caſt me off; and ever ſince I was forced to 
wander like a Vagabond, and by infamous courſes to 
gain a livelihood, and with this the wept, : 

| Was 
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was much amazed at theſe two adventures, and ins 

eed pityed them both; but more eſpeciallx the laſt, 
whom I had fo long ſince deceived; and ſeeing her tears, 
I kneeled down to, her, begging her pordon, and tell- 
ing her that what was paſs'd, was not to be prevented 
or help'd; but if ſhe pleaſed I would for the future be 
her Numbie ſervant in aſſiſting her in what I could. To 
this ſhe told me, that fhe knew there was no remedy 
for what was paſſed ; but that the remembrance of that 
firſt misfortune could not but ſenſibly afflict her, but ſhe 
 Hould throw off that ſorrow; and make the beſt of a 
bad matter ; and thank providence; that ſince it was no 
better, that it was no worſe: and as ſhe had hitherto 
been well contented with her condition, ſo ſhe intended 
to frame her ſpirit and mind to be fo for the future; 
and that now ſhe had the ſatisfaction ſhe had often de- 
fired, in ſeeing that perſon who firſt taſted and croped 
her Virgin Flower. Her Companion did likewiſe ſay, 
that it was the greateſt teeftetlon ſhe had ever =” 
ed ſince the loſs of my company, that ſhe had 
found me; for ſhe had ſtill preſe ved a more ont 
love for me, than for any perſon ſhe had ever ſince en- 
joyed. The other faid the fame, and though I was part- 

unknown to her when I ay with her, as being diſ- 

guiſed in Woman's appirel, yet the ſtill had me in her 
142Mmory, and often wilhed © for the ſight of me: And 
from this diſcourſe we all concluded, that though a Wo- 
man had many Huibands or Servants, yet ſhe ſeldom 
loved any man with ſo much afſection as him with whom 
ſh: firſt tried and taſted the effects of love, and who had 
her Virginity. 

Well Ladies, (ſaid I) I am ſo much bound to you for 
preſerving an affection for me, who have ſo unworthily 
deſerved it, That I ſhall dedicate the remaining part of 
my lite wholly to obey and ſerve you. As for that pro- 
feſſion of your love now, ſaid the Drugſter's Miſtreſs 
(who was the Neunte and her, who I had enjoyed 55 

; [ 2 
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1 BY 5 ug School) 3 it matters not much, for me have 
Had experience enough in the World to ſhift for our- 
ſalves;;,, neither are we unprovided. of thoſe who 
A OY care for us, and ſave you that trouble. 
hay 6 length they, again reaſſumed their jovial temper; 
and beginning to be a little frolick, I aſſiſted them in that 
humour: but I was very earncht | to know their adven- 
tures, being, as I ſuppoſed, concerned therein, they be- 
ing both with Child by me when I left them; I there 
fore begged. the ſatisfaction to know what became of 
the fruit of our enjoyments, thoſe Children which I 
ole they had by me; for I told them I was not un- 
| ſenſible of * condition I left them in when I parted 
Ons them. Truly replied the Drugſter's Miſtreſs, who 
was named Mary, I know not at all what became of 
mine, ſince it was born. And faid the other, who was 
the Scrivener! 5 Miſtreſs, and was named Dorotby, and 
had been the Farmer's Daughter, I know. but little of 
mine fince it was a year old. I was deſirous to hear of 
both of them their ſeveral fortunes, or rather misfor- 
tunes ſince I firſt knew them; and they agreeing to give 
me that ſatisfaction, it was concluded that Mrs. Mary, 
with. whom I had firſt to do, ſhould firſt rel Nr * ; 
and e mA 6 began A as follays.; | 
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Mri. _ ary relates how thet 2 Ni Lot ohh Chill a at bb. 
Boarding. ſchocl, is renounced by ber Parents but provided 
for by ber Aunt, where fhe-lay in Ui a Daughter, after 
which ſhe is courted in way of marriage by à Gentleman, 
<0bo-hearing of her m iſchance, inſtead of marriage abuſes 

Ber; and being engaged in q quarrel about 75 eee ah 


to ſhift for Heel f. rt | tolle 
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IN the diſcourſe that I malt beit to voi en 
thoſe accidents or misfortunes that have befallen me, 
mall neither be reſerved nor tedious, but plain and 
ſhort ; for IJ haye no reaſon to diſguiſe any of my acti- 
ons to two ſuch r who are ſo generally well ac- | 
inted with the affairs of the Warld, and Who have 

2 particular knowledge of me: Though, laid he to, me, 
E muſt needs confeſs I. received: very much pleaſure. in 
the firſt embraces I had with you; when, though I ſup- | 


9 


8 myſelf i in bed with one of my own Sex, yet . - 


found to the contrary, and then talled the pleaſures of 
of a male bed- fellow: though, ſaid I, the ſweets of that 
converſe were delightful at preſent: yet I have through: 
that only. occaſion ſuffered many croſſes, and been ac- ; 
cqmpanied with much affliction and trouble, which, ſoon 1 
overtook me. 1 
I was very young, not being, — * 16 years of: age 
when I firſt jay with you; and ſo innocent I was at that 
time, that I did not imagine that I ſhould have found 
ſo ſudden an alteration in my body, as was thereby of. 
caſioned; neither did I conceive w (hat would be the ef- 
|  kects 
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fot thereof, till ſome of my other companions, who - 
had lain with you before me, were diſcovered to be ſick, 
and the occaſion of their diſtemper being enquired in- 
to, it was found they were with Child, and then I did 
_ gueſs myſelf to be in. the ſame condition. | 

I ſuppoſe you are not ignorant of what you had done, 
and therefore took your flight; but though you con- 
trived your eſcape cunningly enough by putting on 
men's apparel, yet it was obſerved, and you were fol- 
lowed fo narrowly, that 'we ſuppoſed | you had been 
taken, but it proved otherwiſe. Yes rephed I, when 1 
made m eſcape, I'made for London, and being habit- 
ed in à fuit of cloaths of my Miſtreſſes Sons, I was fear- 
ful of being diſcovered and known by them, and there- 
fore meeting with a young man of my acquaintance: 
e pers him to exchange cloaths with me, and ſo 1 
capeds but 1 would gladly know how he came off. 
Truly, replied Mrs. Mary, that ſtory was ſomewhat 
ſtrange, rr the Conſtable who ſeized him, had orders 
not to make much noiſe in the matter, but only to ſe- 
cure him at preſent in his own houſe, whictt he havin 
done, came to our School, and acquainted our Miftret 
that he had ſecured the party ; this being known, my 
Mliſtreſs ſent her Son whoſe cloaths were ftolen to the 
place; but inſtead of finding our maid Jane, he ſaw a 
firange young man in his cloaths, though he was told 
before you had his cloaths on, which he yet ſaw before 
him, yet he knew you well enough, not to be ſo mil- 
taken: for the party that was in that habit was nothing 
like you; he Hherckre thought that all that had been 
reported to him was falſe, till he had made a further en- 
quiry of the young man your friend, who was firſt aſk- 
ed, where he had thoſe cloaths : he not knowing any 
reaſon he ſhould deny any thing of the truth, treely 
and fully confeſſed that he had them in exchange of his 
own, of a young man his friend; and being aſked many 
other queſtions, as WING he knew you; and knew 
20. * 
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you to he 14 man, and where this — was N „ 
He 


che ex change of cloaths by the Perle. of the houſe 
where 6. the 'pxchangs was made. Na 907 Tot ; #9 | 
1 TI £2 qun man, your. friend, wha had been ſecured, 
982 788, AS eng found wholly i innocent: of the 
© RA Veknet was deprived of his doaths, ut 
had t then freely given to Hime ank a ſum of money Pro- 
miſed bim if if he could find and ſecure you: butithough 
much endeavour was uſed to nd you; yet. L could ne- 
ver bear any thing' ot of you, till this late enoounter- 
But $6 proceed in my ſtory, our Miſtręſs upon ſecond 
hong, reſolved to Keep this ' buſineſs private; for ſome 
cr, time, to ſee how many of thoſe ſeven: Sight 
HO whom y ron had lain with, would prove with-child ; 
od) it Was 1215 long before ſhes found that five. of the 
aue ber go pre egne, whereof was one. How, te 
© matter with: the reſt;- know not; hut for 
Bee "Father being made acquairttd with my 
7 wholly refoſed to take any care or notice 
5 me; either have I ever ſince ſeen his face; for 
"though, I ſuppoſed he loved me well enough, | yet I had 
{-2,Mother-in-law, who might perſuade him to flight me, 
and made uſe. of this occaſion to throw! me - 5 but 
though I was thus caſt off by my Father, yet Lhad an 
Aunt, who was Siſter to my on mother ho came 
. and viſited me; and finding that hat was paſt could 
not be helped, took me home to her houſe, where after 
the uſual time of Women's breeding, I Was delivered of 
2 Daughter, which was oon After its birth ſent- intothe 
country to. be nurſed :' and I ſuppoſe it ws cart ied thus 
privately, in hopes to make up the crack that might be 
in my eputation, Which though it did for the proſe, 
yet it On after broke out pam oli Dag. 1303 
For a young Gentleman who lived in the next town 
to that where my Aunt dwelt, having ſeen me, fell in 
love with me, and often waited on me at my Aunts, 
271 4 
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and took many opportunities of meeting me abroad. 
Though I liked him well enough; and could have been 
leaſed to have entertained his love with liking at the 
rſ offer of itp vet I. was commanded by my Aunt to 
ſtand affy and be co in my, entertaining of him, leſt, 
as ſhe fald, heomight by my treenels, ſuſpect ine of 
lightneſs ; for the matter had been ſo, privately carried 
on in my ſying in, chat it was not known. to him nor 
any, but ſome few in the Houſe; and. to all ethers I 
paſſed as c Virgin. U taking this advice. of my Aunt, 
gave him but indifferent, entertainment; ſo that he who 
Was paſſionately in love with me, deviſed all ways he 
could to in me; and to that end, he not e preſent: 
ed nie with many Gifts, as marks of Lis affection, but 1 
Alſo (acrording to cuſtom) and that fo largely, that ſhe 14 
pPromiſed him all her aſſiſtance, and. 9400 l notice of 1 
Au opportunities whereby he might, wait on me, and 
lei me, Ktll gings erg nom brought to a Very g%“,jKf — I 
Feb, and an Gut, bad to prudently mapaged this af 
Hit; chat my Father was gontent to part from à conſi- 
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derible ſum of money fer, my/adyanicement, which was 
Y HO füll ſatisfaction of, the Gentleman, whe tburted 
"Bug 10 5265 yas 2253 03 batter vids * RON 1 
ue being now. 461 thought, 26, B00. W. rat and 
Wife, I.entertairied; him With much fiscdöm, and he 
2 courted me with Jeſs} abſervance, coming n ow dofer to 
me in his ſalutes and embraces: I was To pleafed, with 
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him in all his actions, that I became wholly it his Devo- 
tion; and therefore Without the conſent and knowledge 
of my Aunt, we went; together out of the town'to a 
merry making of ſeveral of his acquaintance, where we 
ſayed ſomewhat late, and he having cauſed me to drink 
tea good height, made a halt by the way, and we went 
-L into am Inn of his acquaintan eg he pretended fome- 
thing was amiſs in one of his bores nes here we hav- 
i385 privacy; ho attompted to be morè free with me than 
ever, and Prevailed ſ far with me, chat he had the exa- 
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mining of my Placket, with more freedom then modei- 
ty would allow of; but though he would have proceed- 

ed further, yet I refuſed it; he ſeeing this, deſiſted, and 
we again remounted our horſes, and he conducted me 

ſafely to my Aunt: but although it was very late, yet 
ſhe ſat up, and expected me; and expreſſed herſelf very 
angry with him for keeping me out ſo unſeaſonably: he 
did not well reliſh her words, but replied ſomewhat 
tartly to her again, which encreaſed her anger, and 
raiſed ĩt to ſome paſlion, and ſo in anger they at that 
time parted, he riding home to his own houſe. I was 
like wiſe ſufficiently ſcolded by my Aunt, but I excuſed 
All with ſoft anſwers, and pleading obedience, which I 
thought I was bound to pay him, being our marriage 

was ſo ſoon to be celebrated. 
My Lover was reſolved to make uſe of that day's ex- 
perience of my eaſineſs, and my Aunts anger, which 
he was well enough pleaſed ſhould continue, and there- 
fore forbore coming to viſit me; but he ſent a Meſſenger 
to my maid (who had acquainted him of my misfortune) 
to give him the meeting: ſhe obeyed his ſummons, and 
there, and then was my ruin contrived; for it was 
agreed between them two, that ſhe ſhould perſuade me 
to be ruled by him in every thing, without acquainting 
my Aunt any more with my proceedings ; and a Letter 
was written, wherein he expreſſed a continuance of his 
love, and deſires of mine, and for a proof thereof, he 
deſires me to provide myſelf to meet him at a place ap- 
Pointed, which I did, and there we concluded to go for 
London together, where he promiſed to marry me with- 
out any more delays. I believed him in every thing, 
(being perſuaded thereto by my treacherous ſervant) 
took only ſome few neceſlaries with me, and ſo went to 
him. And thus leaving all, went with him to London, 
where when we arrived, he went to ſome Lodgings, 
where he had provided, as he ſaid, for himſelf and Wife. 
I was at firſt contented with the diſcourſe and name of 
= Wife; 
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Wife; but when Bedtime came, I was not fully ſatisfi- 

ed to go to bed with him; which, though I at Airſ op- 
poſed, yet in the end, after many proteſtations of his 
next days performance of Marriage, I conſented to, and 
thereby agreed to my undoing); for the next day, inſtead 
of Marriage, he went out in the morning, leaving mg 
only with the Landlady of the houſe, and returned not 
in two days; and then he pretended he had been in great 
vexation, for that very morning he left me, he being 
going to ſpeak with a Prieſt to marry us, he was met 
by a perſon to whom he was a little indebted, who baſe- 
ly arreſted him, and he was forced to be in cuſtody of 
Bailiffs ever ſince, till he had perſuaded a Friend to lend 
him ſome money, which together with what he had of 
His own, he ſaid he had paid to his debtor, as ſo Was 
diſcharged. 

Thus was I forced to be contented with wha 10 faid, 
and to comply with him in all his deſires: for we lay 
together; but I Kept within doors very privately, refu- 
ting to be ſeen by any ben till ſuch time as our WMA- 
| ing ſhould be over. | 1 

Thus was our Marriage put off . time to tim 
various pretences, that I in plain terms told ham, that I 
ſuppoſed he intended to abuſe me, he bein 1 5 
ſtand the brunt of all my exclamations at this time, di 
not endeavour, as formerly to pacify me, but — 
provoked me fo {xy more, and be more angry with hiin 
Which I was, and reproached him with the abuſe he had 
done me. He having heard the utmoſt of what I couid 
. ay, in ſhort told me, that he was the abuſed party; for 
ſhould he marry me, as he intended, he ſhould have a 
greater charge to maintain than I told him of, for he had 
underſtood that I was Mother of a Child; and ſo the 
abuſe that I would put on him was double: was ſo 
ſurpriſed with what he ſaid, that I was more dead than 
alive, and could not for a long time ſpeak to him; and 
when J attempted it, 1 knew not what to ſay for myett 

| or 
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for he directly told me, that he was acquainted with 
every particular of my misfortune: and thus having 
Haid, he left me. 
Many and . the thoughts bas. 1 in 
my mind, and I perceived myſelf to be miſerablę; for 
to rtturn to my Aunt, I knew it would be to no. pur- 
poſe, I having thus abuſed her in my laſt leaving her. 
Therefore I concluded it was my belt courſe at preſent 
to comply with the deſires of my laſt Lover, not know- 
ing whom to flee to for refuge; — it at his return 
home, I began to him in tears to lament my fad condi- 
tion, degging pardon for what was paſt, clearly confeſ- 
fing the truth of all my former misfortunes, and that 1 
would for the future be very obedient and conſtant to 
bim in all things: he gave me the hearing, of what I 
- Faid, and'told me all ſhould be well; but 1 could never 
; find him after inclinable to marry me, only putting me 
off Vith one pretence or other, and having a full enjoy- 
ment of me already, cared for no more: and now to 
content and pleaſe him, I muſt not only entertain ſeve- 
"of his friends at our lodgings, but alſo, wait on him 
oad; and inſtead of a Wife, I paſſed for his Couzen. 
0 ee cher perſons that came to viſit him, there 
was a Gentleman of good ee who. being of his 
intimate Acquaintance, was frequently. at our Lodgings, 
he taking his opportunity to ſind me alone, made a ten- 
der of his ſervice to me, and offered his aſſiſtance in 
every thing ſhould command him. I finding that he 
underſtood ſomething of my condition, and believing 
it would be to no purpoſe to conceal any thing from 
him, did make him an exact and true narrative of all 
my misfortunes. 

This Gentleman accordingly did endeavour to poſſeſs 
my hoped for Huſband with that opinion, and to per 
ſuade him to marry. me, but all in vain; for he had now 
all the ſweets he could expect from me, having lain with 
me above a month together, and in that time I encea- 
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am with all artifice I cond to * Am all Er” 0 
content: but he was! How Cod and therefore. tol 
his friend, that for his Miſtreſs he intended:t0 kecp m 
but never to have me for a Wife. I:was: almeſt diſtract - 
ed when this anſwer was told me; but the; Gentler 10 
did again comfort me, promiſing that he hopedoa: 2 * 
tle time to put all things to rights lng, 1 
Thus was T left alone, and I who. lately, had a Layer 

and a Friend was now left without either; for my, 

ver came no more, and the Gentleman my Friend, was 
forced för his health-ſake to be carried into the coun! 
Now did 1 find myſelf truly diſtreſſed, for 1:wholly 
retired myſelf, not ſeeing any man, and was only. 84 
companied by my Landlady, and another angient \ 
man who' frequented her houſe. In vain did I 20 
the return of my falfe Lover, and almoſt all my M 

was gone, in Diet, 1 f Lese, My 
Landi y propoſed ſever ys and -courles; for me to 


"Je take” 235 to ſend to my rſt: ng who:brought e 


ther, which 1 did, bus uh ide hear gf him,; 


would have had me ſend my Aunt, but TL Whel y re- 


fuſed ſo to do, being reſolved to bear with any Rene fi- 
ties, rather then again to apply myſelf to he. 
The other old woman, who, I told you, frequented 
our houſe, did then put in ſomewords to the Diſcou ſc, 
and my Landlady leaving us together, the told meat 
if I would be ruled by her, ſhe would ſo order mi att 5 
that I ſhould want for nothing; and: live æhe moſt, plea- 
ſanteſt life in the World. I who: was ne .- miſerable 
enough, was well pleaſed to hear of pleaſure,, and bid 
her ſay on: She thereupon told me, that it was-a great 


pity that ſo delicate a beauty as me ſhould: be cloleted 
up, and that I ſhould ſpend my time in tears and la- 


8 eaſure to my- 
ſelf, 7 many others who would love me with a great 
deal of paſſion; and whereas hitherto I had only been 


reſerved to ſerve the pleaſures of one man, or two at 
W the 


mentations, which might not only be a pl 
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the moſt, and for that I had only reaped ſorrow and 
trouble; that might command many, who would not: 


only pleaſerand ſerve me, but I ſhould.command they - 


purſes, by having money enough at my own diſpolal. 
Many words to this purpoſe ſhe uttered, and many ar- 
guments the uſed. Though at the firſt I did not under- 
ſtand what ſhe aimed at, yet by ſeveral Queſtions, which 
ſhe anſwered me, I found ſhe would have me to proſti- 
_ tute my body for my pleaſure, and to gain a livelihood, 
and in fine, thould get my living with the hands I ſat on. 

Though I had taſted man, as firſt with vou, and af. 
terwards had two at a time, and by that was induced to 
deſire more of the ſame pleaſures, yet I was r 
unwilling to proſtitute my body to every fellow that 
ſhould bring money in his hand; and this + ſuppolt * 
muſt do, if once I undertook that courſe. Thus rea- 
ſoned with this old Woman, but ſhe told me, No, I 
ſhould not do fo, for I ſhould only have my choice of 
what and whom I liked, and ſuch as would be profitable 
enough to maintain me in a ſplendid Garb; to al which 
I refuſed, having heard of my old friend the Drugſter, ä 
and 7 whom! left my lodgings, and Het. wah. Wan ä 
that night. 
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Mi. Mary a meeting with one af her old; | C 
again to trading for herſelf, till in the end, ſie — 7 7 
the Drug ſier, a ds her for bis e uſe. 73 


* 
LTHOUGH I was well enough WR 
nights lodging, and fo was my N rao 
Touy eſt day, ſo will the longeſt 44 have an end; 

as no pleaſure is laſting, neither would ours continue, 
for the morning being come, we were again called up 
by Muſic, but being glutted with that, we ordered 
them to retire, and I rſt aroſe out of our Bed, and 
going to dreſs me in my ordinary habit, my Bed- fellow] 
did forbid it, and intreated me to give him the ſatis :- 
faction and delight to ſee me again in my Turkiſh dreſs. 
He having gene ed me ſo well, I was contented to plea- 
ſure him, in a requaſt that was ſo indifferent; and there- 
fore dreſſed myſelf accordingly. 

Hle was ſo well pleaſed with me in every thing, that 
taking me in his arms, Iremember he ſighed, and I de- 
manding the reaſon of that paſſion, he told me, it was 
out of the extremity of the — he bore me, and which 
he deſired above all things to continue; indeed I liked 
him fo well, that I could have been well enough con- 
tented to have been his Wife, and have left all ihe world 
for him, for he was of ſo eaſy a nature, that I could 
have wrought him to any thing: and therefore being 
defirous to make uſe of that opportunity, I defired him 
not to be melancholy, for all that I could ſerve him in, 
[ ſhould ** do: he-finding me b _ with him, told 

21. X me, 
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me, that E x would wait le desen of 118 N other,” ic 
would make me his Wife, and 1 in the mean 11 would 
entertain me, and provide for me d. Chony aß if t were 
ſo: but he durſt not marry me till his mother was dead, 
ſhe having 4 great power over his Eſtate, His Father 
who was lately dead, 10 ordered 1 it; and, bet de, he Was 
not as yet of age to demand it. I being deſixous to 
cloſe with him, (not only out or a deſire I | bade Igave 
that courſe of Re 1 then led, but alſo out of p ure love 
1 bore him ſoon agreed to be wholly, diſpoſed by him, 
and defired Kim therefore to be conſtant in his affeQion ; - 
and take ſome time to confider how to diſpoſe of me, 
and I ſhould readily conſent to it, for he knew. as well as 
1, that it would not at all be convenient for me to-re- 
main where I was. This Was our diſcourſe "and then 
we went from our Chamber into another room, Where 
we were expected by our Mirrojgs and ſome Other“ of 
my companions, the next day allo we 1! ent in Froljck- 
ing and mitth: but the \ Hale” charge of at Was not born 
by "my friend, "but ſeveral of our Matrona” S Fizenck and 
Clients did parricipate in the coſt, as well as che mirth, 
which was very high, and Mſteck all the day and night, 
and then tired, though not ſatisfied with foch" delights 
as Bacchus aid Tenus could afford: We having imitated 
the Empreſs Malina in our r debauchery ; ; "of whom the 
E faith, 98 1 N 
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be ſerious; and in 1 Fort time afrer, he provided me a 
privace- Lodgifs, NC {EMA HWP DIV boch of C *Ieaths, 
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Jewels, and money,. which I had gained, _y which. Le 
conſiderable; left our, Mac ana, and now retired m 

and reſolved to 510 5 very hof beſt And abſoly 9 95 
to my 1 . 120 atibued his s love 56 ws It: 4 N 


But At Ae ry Fo money AK brought to town 
with him, And all e ſe; that he could get or procure, was 
| ſpent; 1155 he had not ſpared any thing f defred to 
contén time,) and Which Was Worſe, his Mother came to 
town to viſit him, and upon examination, he could give 
little account how he had ſpent his time and money; 
therefore i it being concluded, t that ill company was the 
cauſe, his Mother laid out very diligently to diſcoveꝝ 
what company he kept: though he abſtained from com- 
ing ſo often to me, as formerly. NEVE, ( | 
Yet, he either ſent, or came to me every day, that 
he might not be abſolutely out of favour with his Mo- 
ther, 1 furniſhed him with what ready, money I had, 
and he in requital, promiſed. me a continuance of his 
love, and a retaliation, of my kindneſs, and which Was 
more than all, he engaged to marry me, (notwithſtand- 
ing all the oppoſitions his mother or friends could make) 
if I would ſtay till he was of age, and had his Eſtate in 
his hands: That this promiſe from him, not only by 
word of mouth, but alſo by Writing; but all theſe 
promifes were quickly vacuated and vid; for his Mo- 
ther by her extraordinary diligence, found out, his 
Haunts, and diſcovered his coming to me: and followed 
the tract of my actions and life: that ſhe found from 
whence I came, and who I-was; and then ſoon: con- 
* cluded, that I had been the chief occaſion of his-uf- 
pending his time and money; and now ſhe muſtered 
all her Wits, to prevent his ruin, which ſhe! — 
Would be inevitable, if he continued ally, longer: a cor 
Teſpandeney; with me. „ Vii. 
+ To this. end ſhe called | Ba 8 | Bed her, nds; 
mined. him in the. preſence of gur his Relations 
X'4 Fnends 
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Prlepds which were then in town. She Hichthe ts; 
* ſo plain and home to him, that he copld not deny the 
matter, but ſomewhat of the manner he did; for chere- 
as ſhe reported me an abſohats-Profititpre, ; be zlledged 
me virtuous and modeſt, as indeed well he: might, for 
Thad ever fince my firſt ene Wick him, been 
conſtant to him) bt: it being: pro roved from hence 1 
came, and how immodeſt L had 1 ved; it pas ſufficient 
nt to make out What 1 Was, and that J could 
not be a fit Wife for him: She was very diſcreet Wo- 
man, and one who had knowfi che World, and I ſup- 
bee an Well — r mas: "That 1 of 
E DAR „ 


If Modeſty 67 ande de does * 
! Farewell their Name, Fareceoll e —_ baer 
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"what I had 
deen ſhe from thence concluded what 1 would be: In 
fine, ſhe fo ſcolded her ſon, een 
that he was contented to wrong more my comp and 
becauſe ſhe would be ſure he thould do ſo, ſhe never 
- Jeft till ſhe had got him in the mind to Travel, and fo 
HE g himin an Fquipage er his dur ws ſent 
im for France. 

Thus, when I thou ght myſelf near the Sete, hap - 

I ever yet arrived to, (which I earneſtly hoped, 
d expected by being married to this young Gentle- 
man) was av rip pped of all joy and comfort, in his ſud- 
den ind abſottte « departure from me; his Mother and 
Friends, were ſo ſtrict with him, that they would not 
permit him to take his farewell of me ; I only received 
2 &'ſhort” Letter from him, wherein, he complained of 
Kis ill fortune, in being thus forced from me: but more 
eſpecially at the manner of it; for he had not the op- 
nor power to be civil to me, in reimburſing 


dhe money T had lately furniſhed him with; 


6 100 more ready money tha he 
ſhauld hart l ꝓreſent gecaſion for:; promiſing him, to 
ſuapphyhichi with more by Bills of Exchange, hen be 
botiid afriveratithe place he was deſigned for; and then 
be. mitod that I ſhould hear further from him. 
his waz the ſubſtance of his letter; and indeęd 1 
could nat Well, eomplain of him : for what meney he 
1 of me, had formerly been his-own ;. 
but I yas nta reduced to a very low condition having 
no ready. meneys ſo that I was forced to fell ſome af my 
. Jewels; and for a while fupplied my occaſions with the 
Money nbey yielded me; I living a very ſolitary, and re- 
tired life, and all my pleaſure was in reading Plays, and 
Romances : : in which I ſpent much time, and took great 
delight; I waited long in expectation of letters from 
my Friend, according to his promiſe; but whether he 
ſent, and they were intercepted, or how; or whether 
| he forgot me, or BO, . not; for I "ou after 
| thattheard of him. ſ 
Being weary with: t this ſolitary! 110 and ünding no 
| effect el My friends promiſe to ſend to me; I began to 
conſider what courſe L was to take; I Was very: un- 
willing td viſit my old Matrona 2 in; but one day I 
Vas met. by one of my old ſweet- hearts: one of thoſe 
whom I had known in her houſe; but I ſaw by his ha- 


dit, and afterwards by the Rrength of his Pocket, that 


he was but in a low condition, and was more r to 
receive, than give; he faſtned on me for old acqhain- 
tance ſake, I was foxced to drink with him; but he in- 
genioufly told me, that Hector was not in the Field, be 
had no money in his Pocket; therefore I (though mo- 
ney was not very fluſh with me, as having had a Jong 
time of vacation :) not only paid our-reckoning, but 
at his entreaty, double horfed him, by lending him, (or 
I may rather ſay, giving him) two half crowns. 

This ꝓut him in Stock and heart, and he gratefully | 
n my civility, telling me, he would _ 


( 160 I 


E, and talking of thouſands he had, to reg 
very earneſt to know my Lodging, tut} pac 
place from him, and, as I thought, parted For 
ry enough, and went many ways Al Dot )&fore 1 
home, but he doged me, and ſceing n ule | 
ed, leſt” that might not be the place; but after a faffici- 
ent ſtay, he was better fatisficd ; for L came, n ore. 
out, and ſo he went to his quarters. . E 

＋ his Wy old acquaintance, as he had formerly! 1 
bit, and had others lived upon him, fo now. he Only 
lived upon others; and though it was not above atwelxe 
montli ſince he was a great gallant, and ſpent very high: . 
ly with me, yet he had made haſt and conſumed above 
2000]. he was young enough, and as wanton and deſi- 
rous as ever of my Company ; but he knew. very well 
would not conſent, unleſs there were money in the 
caſe ; he being deſtitute of that neceſſary commodity, 
therefore ſought out for one who was better ſtored with 
money than Wit, and as deſirous of pleaſure, being 
willing to have it at any rate; him he tells of a rare 
purchaſe, a Lady whom he had the happineſs to he ac- 
quainted with, that was rarely handſome, of an excel- 
Jent good nature, and he queſtioned not but ſhe might 
be flexible. The monied Gallant did not afk many 
queſtions, but deſired by all means to ſee this celebrat- 
ed beauty ; tor he doubted not but ſhe muſt needs be 
handſome, whom the other ſo cried up for beautiful. 
My old acquaintance was as willing as he to attend him 
to this Lady, which was myſelf; and therefore to me 
they came, and believing that confidence was the beſt 
way of {peaking with me; he boldly aſked to fee and 
Tpeak-with me ; pretending great buſineſs, not ſo much _ 
45 queſtioning whether I lived there or no. The peo- 
Ple of the houſe believing him one of my intimate ac- 
quaintance, dir ectiy brought him and Dy friend up in- 
t6-MyQharber: * $3165 


LwWas meat faprized at the fight of lim; nut 
alter 


61679 


e the firlt flute,” he took me to one fil and pri- 
1 me. all 'his defign, and that this party whom 
1 hay” oh, s 4 very well-monied man, and 
muc 1515 be: e que ed out of him. Although I was 
nit? 5 81 olved: 10 9 fill t0 my old trade, yet now he 
was Ls, T knew not how! to-put him off, therefore L 
indifferently entertained him, and I may very well ſay 
indifferently, becauſe I was yet cold in my deres, and 
ad. very little! appetite, however ſome bottles of Wine 
ing: ſent for, We drank: them off: and my young 
Gentleman. being warm in his gears, began to 
little boldly, but it was to no purpoſe, for I forbid Al 
actions, and at that time he only -urchaſed. a kiſs, but 
(that I may” draw a period to my diſcourſe) Ididcnot 
long continue ſo cold to him, for he bringing meat in 
his mouth, good ſore of Gold in his Pocket, which he 
willingly and freely gave me, I permitted bim to take 
all the pleaſure he could receive by me. "It 2:17 
"Thus 2 return to my old trade, and my old friend, 
who had brought this new acquaintance, finding dome 
f benefit and profit in the caſe; for he had money of his 
acquaintance, whom he had brought, as alſo of me, 
neither could I at convenient times deny him the plear 
ſure he had formerly taſted with me; he, I ſay, having 
both pleaſure and -profit, turned Broker for me, and 
brought me ſeveral Merchants, who traſſicked with me 
for pleaſure, which I commonly afforded; them a good, 
pennyworth, though ſometimes a dear one, for 1 would 
not deal with every fellow, and therefore was paid the 
better, by thoſe who were my cuſtomers. ES. 
But let me do what I could, I ſaved little or nothing 
at the months end, (vears 1 will not ſay, becauſe I was 
_ weary of this trade in fix months time:) for I now 
had not only myſelf, but this my old acquaintance, and 
new Broker to provide for; for he ſinding that meſt 


of my profit came in by thoſe he brought me, would 


be very bold in demanding 2 ſhare with me: and his 
ex pencos 


16 


dring me of the better ſort of cuſtomers; that I Was 
now 


er than ever, and he now beeamè ſo impudent; 
that he would not- only command my; money; but my 
Rings, and Jewels,” which be wotild ſell or pawn as he 
liſted ; and indeed, it is the fortune or misfortune of 
all thoſe of our quality, to be troubled with ſome ſuch 
fellows, hangers on as we call them, or alſe we flionld 
or might in little time gain ſuflicient Eſtates; bud as 1 
fay, commonly what we got one way, theſe followers 
at-the other, fo that at length, all that we are likely 
9 purchaſe, if we have not a great cre, is only a diſ- 
aſe, which may ſtick long enough by us. I being fear - 
ful of this, for my Friend or Hector, I may call him 
both, was now grown ſo intemperate, that he kept all 
companies: and if I refuſed him money, or 2 naghts 
odging, he would go to any other common Woman, 
rſt he met with, and — comin 5 1 
might be ruined; to prevent this, I privately left my 
lodging, and te two of my on Sex and qua- 
lity, that were going a progreſs into the Country te 
take 2 frolick, I made the third, and had a man as well 
as they to attend me; and as I expected, to bear my 
_ charges; but we all reckoned without our Hoſt, for we 
were baſely trapan'd by thoſe who went with us, and 
left in pawn for à reckoning that was conſiderable ; we 
were in a ſtrange place many miles from London, and 
much diſtreſſed, but at length a reſolution was taken, 
that one of us ſhould go to London, and fetch money to 
redeem the reſt, it fell to the lot of one of my compa- 
nions, who being on her journey, had the good luck to 
meet with honeſt Gregory, our now companion, and he, 
very liberally relieved us, by ſending money to us, 
whereby we had the freedom to come to our companion, 
and him who attended us. She being come to this part 
of her Relation, I told her, that I heard it already by 
Gregory, who among other p agages of his life, acquaint- 


CD 
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Well repli 2d ſhe, if you know that account, * 4 
have Uttle more to. acquaint you with, for not long af- 
ter mx anvil at London, 1 fortunately met with my ho- 


neſt friend the Hrugiſes and he liking me for a Miſtreſs, 
and I him fora) Servant. or Maſter, which you pleaſe, 
agreed to obey his pleafures, he providing for me, which 
he bath hitherto done in a very plentiful manner: and 
Ton the other -ſide have been as conſtant and obedient 
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Mt; Ariſe Mary having jiniſhed, M ref Dorothy FRE ow” 
Story, wherein ſbe relates, that having left her Friends in 1 
the Country, ſhe comes up to London, and entering herfelf 

into Service, lies with three ſeveral men, by cohom ſhe was 
got with Child, and fo orders the matter, that all three 


pay well for it. 


| HAD given very great attention to Mrs. Mary's 
ſtory, and Mrs. Dorothy (who, with me, had been 
the only Auditor) told her, that ſhe had received a great 
deal of ſatisfaction ; for, ſald ſhe, though I have for- 
merly heard many of your particular ie, yet I ne- 
ver received a perfect account till now. Nay, faid Mrs. 
Mary, this account is far from being perfect, and is 
only ſuch paſſages as I could at preſent call to mind; but 
indeed they are the moſt remarkable, and by them you 
may gueſs at the reſt, 

I was very well pleaſed with what I had beard, and 
being likewiſe deſirous to be acquainted with the adven- 
tures of Mrs. Dorothy, requeſted her to relate them to 


me, which the did as follows : 
21. 3 3 
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. Old friend, aid ſhe to me, you have great occaſion 
to love and reſpect nie, for the. great love I have born 
to you and your memory; for after your departure 
from my Fathers houſe, I uns very much afflicted for 
your ablence, and I did belicye that you intended Mar- | 
riage to me, as you preteſted ; and though my Father 


and Mother had. 8 dointited! of the reality of your 
intentions, . eſpecially, after you had ſo unworthily left 


me, Fete 1.6 perſuaded them that you would returis. 
You know: well enough, that my Father was not igno- 


rant of our privacy, he having ſurprized us in the fact, 


and yon then promiſed to make me amends by Marri- 
age; but all the ſatisfaction I received, was a Copy of | 
Verſes, and 20 pieces of Gold: In the one you expreſ- 
ſed your Wit, in the other your Generofity, for I very 
well. know that you might have omited both, and not 
have ſent cither ;; but 1 ſuppoſe, you were more {killfy} 


than I, and knewethat I was with child by you, and 


therefore ſent that money to defray the charge I ſhould 


be at on that oceaſion. This piece of civility of yours 


did put me into good hopes: that you would return; and 


I accordingly perſuaded my Father and Mother; but 


time conyinced me of my error: and alſo made it more 


apparent that I had been ſportivs with you; for my 


belly ſwelled fo, that my Mother ſoon reſolved me that b 


[ was with Child by you. 

I was very melancholy upon this occaſion; but my 
Mother endcavoured to comfort me (for I being her 
only child) ſhe hail a great love for me; and knowing 
what was paſt could nat be helped, ſhe took order to 
conceal and keep the knowledge of my misfortune from 
being publicly known ; 8 I, at her deſire, kept 


within doors, pretcnding ſickneſs, which indeed was 

not. wholly: counterfeit, in regard I much grieved for 

your abſence. In this condition I ſpent my time, till 

the time of my deliverance from Child-bearing came, 

and then I was brought to bed of a boy, w hick was no 
| once, 


[= YL 


5 74 fie) 7 7 , : 
4011. 330 195 8 8 * 9 * 1 2 e ws 


faonet bor, but ĩt was taken and carried Ufrom me, to 
2 $0wn- three miles off, to be nurſed by a Woman, whom 


my Mother hadi for thar purpoſe provided; and this was 
done to conceal: the ſtanks that T ſhould or might ſuſ- 


tain; if it were known that I had à child, without 
knowing Who, or at leaſt, Where was the fither. 55 

Se ſo as a month was expired, I went to' Tee the 
Child, the ſight of which put me too much in mind of 
the father; and I was then again ſenſibly afflicted at his 


abſence; my thoughts in that infancy there was ſo much 


reſemblance of my beloved deceiver, that I kiſſed the 
Infant not only for its own, but for the Fathers ſake. "I 


then: returned home again, and now after ſo long a time 


of retirement; 'T began to recover, not only my ſtrength, 
but fome additions to my beauty; ; ſo that I having d 
2 or 3. Suiters, when x Maid, who had forborn viſiting 
me by occaſion of my imme, they now again renew 
their ſuits; but if I had ſome diflike for them -before, 
now I could not endure them in my company, they 
were ſuch abſolute Hobbinolls. Though I was not fatis- 
fied in their frequent viſits, yet my Father and Mother 
preſſed me, not only to accept them, but alſo their ſuit, 
and make choice of one of them for a Huſband, alledg- 
ing, that you would never return; and it would be not 
only ſafe, but neceſſary in time to beſtow myſelf. This 
diſcourſe did much diſturb me, and I-was ſo often trou- 
bled with my ſuiters, and diſturbed and vexed by my 
Father and Mother's importunity, and I reſolved to quit 
both; by leaving. them, and therefore purpoſed to go 
to Londen, thar I might not be troubled with the 1 impor- 
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tunity of my Father and Mother; nor the troubleſome 


viſits of my ſweet-hearts. 

In purſuance of this reſolve, I fitted myſelf with all 

neceſſaries; and that I might not wholly diſtra& my 

Parents by my thus leaving them, I wrote a letter of 

excuſe, and left it for them; and, io walking to the 
* | E-2 my next 
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next town, attended the coming by of the -paſſage 
Coach, and in that go a place to London 
I continued for ſome time at the Inn where the Coach: 


man ſet me down, and the Teſt" of bis paſſengers; . but, 
knowing it would be impoflible for me to continue long. 
there, T gained acquaintance with the Maid of the houſe, 
and told my tale to her as well as I thought convenient. 
She underſtanding that F was. willing to ſerye, aud, 
wanted a place; and J acquainting her with my abili- 
ties, as that I could ſew, waſh, and ſtarch, and do mait 
neceſſary things required of a ſervant; The ſoon procur-. 
ed me a place in a houſe that entertained many lodgers. 
I ſpent a quarter of a years time very privately and ho- 
neſtly in this ſervice ; but then, our heuſc. being full o 
lodgers, one of them caſt a wanton eye on me, and be- 
ing well pleaſed with my face, began to court me very 
familiarly; although at firſt I oppoſed him and gave him 
nothing but flights and denials, yet he ſo managed his 
buſineſs by preſents which he gave me, and making uſe 
of all other opportunities that he gained his will of me, 
and I again entered the lit of a ae Combate. He 
took many opportunities for enjoyment, not only in the 
day time, but ſometimes we ſpent whole nights in our 
amorous ſports; and though my Maſter and Miſtreſs did 
not diſcover any thing of the matter, yet another Gen- 
tleman, who was alſo a lodger, and lay in the next 
room to my friend, watching me, found out my haunt; 
and therefore, he (being as amorous as the other) was 
defirous of ſport, became a Suiter to me upon the ſame 
account. I abſolutely denicd him, for I thought it was 
enough to have to do with one man, and was reſolved 1 
to venture myſelf no further; but he taking the oppor- 
tunity of the others abſence, firſt treated me with Wine, 
then preſented me with a Ring; but all this would not 
do, till he in plain terms told me, that he knew very 
well I was not ſo hard-hearted to every one; for were 
Mr. ſuch a one, nawging my friend, there, I would . 
3 | + * deny 
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moſt troubled at it, being, as he the 


gerned, becauſe he knew not ob ny elle chat had to da 


(ons 


tend * the courtely z.1 at firſt made ſtrange of this. 


itory,. and denied. it, but he falling into plain terms 
With. £163 : and telling me that he had watched meſuch a 
dicht; when I lay with him, I could not deny it, 25 


ther did 1 long deny or refuſe him what he defired ; 


that Be li ewig rok his p leaſure with me; and an 
obtained his deſirę at 3 time, he made bold with me 


io often as, 5 Bred, when the, other was out of the 


Way 2 1 Atte 3” 
I had BOW tro Bed-fellows, ia TIA L could 3 lie 


alone, one of: them would Kill beſpeak me; but the firſt 


of them did not know af the ſecond, tho: ugh. he knew 


very well ef, the, other: Though I. had ſport e with 


theſe two, yer it was not long exe a third man ikewiſe. 
put in for a ſharg with them, and that was my Maſters 


Brother, he was a very pretty young man, and ope 


whom I could well enough love for a huſband ; but he 
looked a little higher than to marry a Servant maid: 


but as a, Mittrels he courted me. Many attempts he 


made in vain, but time that bringeth everything 
to paſs, made me flexible, and I like wiſe gave him poſ- 
{Mon of the thing he deſired ;, he took much pleaſure 


in my company, and very reſpectful he was to me, of- 
ten preſenting me with Linen and Laces, and ſometimes | 
2 Crown or an Angel came from his Pocket, as well as, 


from the other tue o, who well fed me with money, 


which I 811} pocketed up ;. but,as I got money, ſo again 
J got ſomewhat clic, a great Belly, and which was the 


worſt of my three friends, I knew, not which Was the 


Father, but if I am not. miſtaken, 4 believe it Was my 


Maſters Brother. 
But I was reſolved the = two ſhould Lok to Fa- 


ther it, or elſe pay for it; and therefore I 7 1 — 1 


them all thr ee, as they had occaſion to deal with me, in 
what condition I was in. My firſt, 


ught, the moſt con- 


with 


and oldeſt friend was 
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me; he was ſomewhat far t] led LE it, left left he Gd big 
Wife ſhould come to 10 % it; f. 1585 a m arried 
man: and although his Wife = ſometimes to town, . 
and would lie with bim, yet he would ſometimes before 
he went to bed to her, take his « opportunity to have his 
pleaſure with me: He, I ſay, was 1 at the news, 
but that did not hinder us in our 15 8 nights lodg- 
ing, only in the intervals we conſidered what courſe to 
take; at length it was reſolved, that he would provide 
for me, the time of my lying in, and afterwards for 
the child; and in earneſt of the char he ſoon gave 
me 20l. to provide me neceſſaries. Lai ng now done 
with my firit Cuſtomer, was Tehitved to. — 8 fomething 
of my ſecond: but he Kill gave me the hearing, pre- 
Fain on his knowledge of my having to do with the 
o that he would not on this occaſion advance any 
Ag intending to ſhirk off, becauſe nobody knew 
what trade we did drive together.” « 

I perceiving his intention, Was . | to be even 
with him, and it may be out-wit him; and that he 
might not diſtruſt me, I ſeemed no ways: diflatisfied, 
but gave him as much freedom with me as ever; but 
to carry on my deſign, I thought good to break the bu- 
fine to my Maſters Brother, therefore I likewiſe ac- 
quainted him with my condition, and told him in plain 
terms, that I was with Child by him. He could not 

| deny the fact, nor make any excuſe ; not knowing any 
ttzahing of my dealings with the other two: but he was 
Rkewiſe very much ſurprized, but I doubting he might 
put me off, I took the opportunity of telling him this 
neus, when we were in bed together, knowing there 
i ſhould have time, and conveniency to diſcourſe it. 
e knew not what to ſay, and indeed was very cold 
with me, and I was forced to help him out, for he was 
then a Suiter to a 45 Lady, and was fearful that this 
buſineſs would hinder his fortune: and though he lov- 
ed n me well enough, was unwilling to marry = bs, 
| or 
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for that would prove ſo difadvantageous to him: he. 
ſuppoſing that nothing bur marriage would content me,, 
was much troubled, an could, not tell what Anſwer to 


give: therefore I was forced to break ſilence, and told 
him, that a8 L Io ved him, ſo T would ſhe him ſufficient. 
proofs of it, for 1 Would not that my love ſhould. ruin 
bin, 8 1 Kreft xw6uld, "if the World ſhould Know.” ' 
what had paſſed between us; and tough nothing could. 
ſatisfy me but marriage, het I could be content to wave 
that, and propoſe ſomewhat elſe of ſatisfaction; nay . 
then, ſaid he, if you will be ſo kind to me, propoſe. 
your own terms, and take them: I hearing him thus 
generous, it was not long before we concluded upon 
terms, which were theſe, that he would give me 20l.,, 
down to bear my charges in the time of my lying-in, - 
and if the Child lived, I oc give gol. more to any 
perſon whom I would appoint to take the Child, = A 
provide for it; theſe terms I was well enough ſatisfiec 
with, only I confidering that he would. hear of 5 


4 
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ing with the' other, becaufe I tirended'to diſcover has. | 
to him, ind have his aſſiſtance therein, and then I doubt. AY f 


ed he would ſuſpect me, and it may be refule to pay tlie 
Fol. hen due; therefore I was reſolved to have Him. 
ſeal a Bond to me, for payment of it: and I urged. him . 
to do it out of this conſideration, that he was to be | 
married: and though, he now loved me well enough, i 
yet when he had a Wite, he would happily fiat Ing .2 
forget me, and fo refuſe or negle& to pay it. He was Þ} 
content to hear my arguments: and though always pro- 
teſted 'a continuance ot his love to me, notwithſtanding 
all the Wives in the World; yet he conſented to give 
me Bond according to my defire, | r £ i 
Thus every thing being agreed on, we again renewed "al 

our pleaſures, and ſpent that night, as we had done 
many before. But morning being come, I aroſe, and 

fo „ my affairs, that I that day had a bond ſealed . 

to me 


* " 
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or payment of Sol. to be paid in ſix months; I. 
| | | wu alſo 
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a5 within 4+ few days received of him the, Fob. he had 
 promngg me.” - 
Thus cid 1 order my matters with my firſt and lat 
 Citoriers, and I gave them their 1 een 
of Tying with me ſo often as they pleaſed ; and ſo I 
did to t ny Th "other my middle Cuſtomer, bat: | o what J 
could, 1 could not bring him to any conſidera e Com- 
poſition; and though be was the beſt able, yet he offer 
ed me te leaſt, an intended to come off with a trifle; 
: however L gave him bis wonted freedom with; me, but 
purpoſed ere long to be even with him, as T Mas. 
or one ni icht being 1 in bed with my Maſters Brother, 
I having © very well pleaſed him, he talked' of his little 
Hains in Relder, the Boy in my Belly, wiſhing very wel 
to it, not in the leaſt doubting but it was of His on 
getting, uſing, many words to that purpoſe : well Sir, 
{aid I, it is very true, it is yours, 8 if I would have 
been as free with others as I have been. with you, it 
might have had more, if not another Father; and 
thereupon r proceeded, and told how that I had been 
often importuned by Mr. ſuch a one, his Brothers lodger, 
and my Second Bed-fellow. Well replied he, I am the 
more beholding to you, that yeu have accepted of me 
rather than him; but though I am not at all diffatisfied 
in what J have one, I wiſh he had been the Father for 
your fake as well as mine, for you may compel him to 
marriage, or elſe get a conſiderable ſum of money from 
him. 4s for marriage, ſaid I, I doubt I ſhould hardly 
drawHim to it, but ſome money I might get of him, 
and would yet, if you will conſent to it, and aſſiſt me 
” therein. To this he anſwered, that in any thing I ſhould 1 
deſire, he would not be wanting, and therefore he bid | 
me propound the way, and he would not fail in bis a- 
ſiſtance : I then told him, that I knew but one way to 
do it, and in that I mutt play the diſloyal wag with him, 
to do that which 1 had no mind: for that matter, faid 
he, you fhall have n my conſent, aud I think I gueſs, at 
your 
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our meaning, which his, that you muſt agree to let k 
ſim lie with you; therefore ſince it will be ſo advanta- 
geous to you, let him do it; for I am ſure he can do 
me no great wrong, for notwithſtanding what he can 
do, the child will be all mine, of my own getting. 
He' being ſo free to it, and agreeing to all things ac- 

_ cording to my deſire, we reſolved that I ſhould permi. 
ray ſecond Sweet-heart to. lie with me; but I ſhould fo 
order the matter, that he ſhould take us in the fact, 
and then we would agree to act the reſt very well. Ii | 
now having laid my plot very well, I appointed my time 4 
when I would lie with him, and agreed to leave the | 
Chamber door open, that he, riſing early the next morn- - | 
ing, might (pretending ſome bulineſs) enter the Cham- 1 
ber, and find us in bed together. Our plot being thus 
laid, and my ſecond Sweet-heart deſiring it, I promiſed A 
to come to bed to him about midnight, which I did. 
but my Maſters Brother knowing of my deſign, Wa- 

reſolved to have the firſt carving of me, and that he 
ſhould only have a butter'd Bun; and therefore cauſed 
me to lie with him all the former part of the night ; but 
midnight being paſt, he permitted me to proceed in my 
adventure. I was expected by my Bed-tellow, and ac- _ 

| cordingly entertained ; but I minding the deſign I was 
about, awaked early in the morning, and ſo ordered 
the matter, that my Bed-fellow likewiſe threw of his 
drowlineſs to encounter with me in our nocturnal pai- 
time, which when he had done, I began to diſcourſe 
him, reaſoning the cauſe with him, and deſiring him 
to reſolve me what he would do for me in that condi- 
tion I was in, and what proviſion he would make for 
me. He gave me indifferent anfwers, and I grew pat- 
ſionate with him, and on a ſudden the Chamber door 

opened, and my Maſters Brother entered the room. 1 

ſeeing this, left of ſpeaking, and crouded myſelf cloſc 

down into Bed, as if pretending to hide myſelf; but he 
coming boldly on, bid my Bed-fellow good morrow, 
21. 7. | and 
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Ls aſking him a queſtion, came nearer the Bed- lid, 
and drawing the curtains, ſaid, what have you à Bed- 
fellow? No id he not I; ſurely ſaid the other you have, 
for | am miſtaken if I did not hear ſome. other tongue 
than yours; the other denicd it, but he knowing, well 
enough What he had to do, ſoon found out where my 
Peticoats lay: Hoco, ſaid he, "ſure! y you have a Bed+fellow, 
and a female one ; the other being thus Turprized, knew 
Not what to. ſay : Therefore my Maſters Brother pro- 
cecding, ſaid, fo trely I ſhould know theſe e or if I am 
not miſtaken, the are our maid Doraihys. nding my- 
ſelf diſcovered, now appeared, and in the firſt place 
begged his pardon, and that he would not acquaint my 
Maſter and Miſtreſs with it. He teeming very angry, 
joundiy ratled me and my Bed-fellow, and ſaid he, This 
is not the fir? lime that vou two have loin together, for I have 
[ons fit Det you, and have watched you. Truly Sir, ſaid 
Or 2s ys this Ge 4 en hath long known me, but I pray 'J 
yen make ns more words at re nt, and for modeſty ſake leave | 
the Clos; and I wil acne jatisfy you further in every 
prrticular. My Bed: fellow — requeſting the ſame, 
very 5 bile: Jeſt us, ſhutting the door after him. My 
Be d- fellow was much ſurprized at this ſudden accident, 

and 1 ſeemed to be ſo; ard quickly getting on my 
cloaths, aroſe and left him, retiring into my own cham- 
ber, leaving him to conſider of it. 

I having now done my buſineſs, by having a w itneſs** 
of my lying with him, was bold with him, to know 
what I ſhould do in the caſe; For, ſaid I, my M aſtors Bro- | 
her will certainly acquaint my Mater and 'M, i/treſs with our 
actious, and then I nin leave the houſe, and whither to go, I 
#noWw noi, nor 3a avill entertain me. He argued that the 
other, my firſt Sweet-heart, muſt provide for me; to 
this I told him, that I belie ved] ne would do ſomething 
for me, but he hid a Wire, and could not do what he 
Uſted, whereas he on the contrary was a ſingle man, and 
xich enough ; and hie till endeavouring to put me off, 
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and lay all upon the ſrſt, I in plain terms told him, That 
if he continued to fay ſo, I would wholly deny my 
dealings With the other, and though he ſhould vouch it, 
yet he would not be believed, he being a party guilty, 
25 could be proved by my Maſters Brother; and there- 
fore it would be judged by all, that he, and he alone, 
was the Father of the Child, and would be forced to 
marry me, or at leaſt provide for me and the Child. I 
having told him my reſolution, left him to conſider of 
it, and then my Maſters Brother came to him, and he 
and I together, fo ordered the matter, that he gave 
me 20l. down, and gave me Bond to pay gol. more at 
the Birth of the*Child. This, faid Mrs. Dorothy, Was 
the laſt of my Adventures. 13 il 
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